JuLy 15, 2026 VoL. 22, No. 27

THE MESSENGER

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A welcoming community of Christian disciples seeking to love and serve God and neighbor

615-373-4826 www.brenthaven.org

A SPLASHING SUCCESS

Whale Sunday was so much fun! We welcomed 15 children along with many visitors. Chris Fleming did a wonder-
ful job as Jonah, and our volunteers—Suzanne, Jennie, and Allie—helped create meaningful memories while keep-
ing the children engaged. Martina the Whale brought smiles to the faces of all the children and adults.

Although Jonah is often presented as a children’s Bible story, it also offers a powerful reminder for adults. Before
introducing it in Sunday school, we discussed what we remembered—and most of us could not recall the details.
Many assume being swallowed by a fish was Jonah’s punishment for disobeying God. But when we study the
brief, four-chapter book of Jonah, we see that God sent the fish to save him.

Here is the story: Jonah was a prophet from a small village in Israel. One day, God told him to go to the great city
of Nineveh and preach to its people to repent from their evil deeds. Nineveh was known for violence and corrup-
tion, and Jonah did not want to go. Instead, he boarded a ship and tried to run as far away as possible. Before
long, God sent a powerful storm. Jonah was thrown overboard, believing his sacrifice would save the ship and
crew. The storm stopped, and God provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah—not to punish him, but to save his
life. Inside the fish, Jonah prayed, asked for forgiveness, and praised God. Three days later, he was spit out onto
dry land. Jonah then went to Nineveh to proclaim God’s message, and the people repented and feared God.

Jonah reminds us that we cannot outrun God’s presence or His purpose for our lives. When we resist, give in to
fear, or choose our own way, God patiently pursues us with mercy and grace. Like Jonah, we may be tempted to
take an easier path or avoid the responsibilities or changes God is calling us to embrace. Yet just as God gave
Jonah another chance, He continues to give us opportunities to trust Him, follow His way, and share His love
with others.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered, prayed, invited friends, and helped make Whale Sunday such a meaning-
ful day. I am grateful that we had the opportunity to grow together in faith and share this special experience with

our church family. M
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BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

The Librarians by Sherry Thomas is July’s
selection for the BookEnd Book Club,
meeting Thursday, July 16 at 9:30 am in the
Adult Library.

MISSIONS MINISTRY

My Own Backyard Kids are going to college or
living on their own; the Backyard leaders are graduat-
ing and growing up. With most of the mentorship
group on the job or in college, we have some items
that will support them as they move out on their own
or onto college campuses.

Here are items we are collecting through July 26:
Cup of noodles or cup of soup (all in one, so
no need for a bowl)

Cracker packs (peanut butter, cheese, etc.)
Disposable spoons/forks
Cleaning wipes

Paper towel rolls

Travel tissues or travel
hand wipes

Note: If you would rather give a gift card to Kroger
or Walmart, you will support our purchase of towels
ot job uniform needs! (Please leave gift cards in the
office.) Look for a donation bin in the Narthex.

again this year for Norman Binkley

Elementary School. There is a donation

bin outside the church office. We’ll collect
items through July 26.

N\
We are collecting hygiene products
—

The following items are needed: deodorant, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, dental floss, chapstick, bar soap,
washcloths, feminine hygiene pads, hairbrushes, pony-
tail holders/elastics or hair ties, shampoo, and lotion.

Join Us!

Our Monday Matinee this last week was a success,
so we are planning to meet the second Monday each
month in the Adult Library until mid November. We
are viewing the series, Howuse of David. There will be a
slight time change so watch for upcoming announce-
ments for details. We hope you will join us!

BRENTHAVEN WOMEN’S MINISTRY

CPWM YARD SALE!

Friday, July 24: 8-2
Saturday, July 25: 8-12

Come on out and find those treasures!

We are accepting donations for our July Yard
Sale, coming July 24-25. You may now place your
donated items on the Fellowship Hall stage.

We are not accepting furniture, except for small
accessories, such as lamps or side tables. And we are
not accepting artwork or clothing and shoes.

CPWM will be meeting a week early on July 21 so
we can prepare for the yard sale. Please bring a
lunch and join us!

Safe

SAFE HAVEN—BACK TO SCHOOL Harvep
amily

Things look a little different for the Back m'ShC"e’
to School Drive this year. Due to lack of storage
space, they are not able to accept school supply
donations at this time. Instead, they are asking that
you make a financial donation so they can purchase
the school supplies their families need! Use the link
below or go to Safehaven.org.

https://pro.gofundme.com/shfsbacktoschool2026

BACKPACK BLESSING

When our children, youth, and teachers
return to school in August, they do not |
go alone. They go with the grace of God,
the love of Christ Jesus, and the comfort of the
Holy Spirit! They also go with the love and support
of the Brenthaven Church family.

On Sunday, August 2, during worship, we will
celebrate our annual Backpack Blessing. Students
are encouraged to bring their backpacks. Toddlers
are invited to bring their diaper bags. Adults are
encouraged to bring their backpacks, briefcases,
tote bags, purses, sports bags, or other forms of
conveyance for their daily “stuff” to be blessed, as
well. Join us to be blessed, regardless of your age or
stage of life!
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions

Bob & Sally Marsh (parents of John Marsh)
Porter Stark

Members

Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly
Crowe, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen,
Anna Ford, Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni,
Paul Gonzales, Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins,
Tommy Hennesy, Suzanne Johnson, Barbara Loyall,
Dawn & Walter McBee, Marty Morris, Rose O’Hara,
Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Scott
Strickland, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane & James Talley

Family and Friends

Cherry Ann Bates (friend of Darleen Rush), Jon Bates (nephew of
Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe Malloy), Mary Ruth
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Lauren (friend of
Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewars), John
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewars), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law
of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (danghter-in-law of Kathy & Bill
Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen
Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Fetry (uncle of Aaron Ferry),
Charlotte Galambos, Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett),
Miklos Gerendas, Dani Ghulam (fiiend of Sandra & Scort
Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (friend of
the Crafting group), Hudson Jones (friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family),
River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon Mallgy), Walter
McBee, ]r. (xon of Walter McBee, St.), Jim MCCuﬂey (father of Jay
McCulley), Bettie Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes
(friend of Walter McBee), Lukas & Grace Rolman Mische (nephew
~in-law & niece of Deborah Rolman), Colton Osbotne (family friend of
Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice
(son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry),
Troy Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz
Strickland), Bob Seigenthaler (fiiend of Bob Dogier) , Matjorie
Shepherd (mother of Sharon Mallyy), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of
Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith
(friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan
(grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Forrest Sutton, Gary
Tessar (fiiend of Jan Marshall), Bl Turnet (brother-in-law of Cheryl
Tabor), Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam
Warren (son of Cindi & John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of
Brooke Gross), Linda Williams (sister-in-law of Linda Pulley), those
serving our country
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BABY ANNOUNCEMENT

Rosemary Lee Marshall
was born July 13, 2026,
weighing 5 pounds and 13

ounces.

Her parents are Jennie
and Grant Marshall with
big sister, Julia. Her grand-
parents are Jan and the late
Joe Marshall.

Congratulations to the
Marshall family!

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Patrick Ford and Elaine (Moura)
Ford were married on May 29, 2026. -
Elaine has two children, Maria (11) and
Guilherme (9).

Patrick is the son of Carol Ford and the brother
of Fred Ford, Jr.

Congratulations, Patrick & Elaine!

JAPAN UPDATE

The Japan Mission Group arrived safely and as you
can see in the second picture, shared a much-needed
meal. Continue to keep them in your prayers.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

July 16
July 19

July 20
July 21
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 26

9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Adult Library)
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

10:00 AM Young @ Heatt (Adult Library)
10:30 AM CPWM (Prepare for Yard Sale)
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)
8 AM—2 PM Yard Sale (FH/Narthex)

8 AM—12 PM Yard Sale (FH/Narthex)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JULY 19

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)
Genesis 28:10-192a and Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24;
Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19 or
Isaiah 44:6-8 and Psalm 86:11-17;

Romans 8:12-25;
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR JULY 12

OPERATING BUDGET

Dedicated Giving $75.00
Donations towards Budgeted Expense 8,009.44
Manse Rental Income 3,761.07
Weekly Need 10,835.00
Received Year-to-Date 299,799.22
Actual Spend Year-to-Date 313,212.64
Difference -13,413.42

STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders

Ean Taylor’ Associate Pastor Class 0]”2026 Class 0]”2027 Class 42028
Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
3
. . L Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins
L1n«.;ia Pulley, Dlrect?r of Music Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott
Amity Marsh, Organist Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)




