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Welcome to Good Shepherd! 
- You are in the right place! If you have any questions or need anything, please feel free 
to ask an usher or the pastor and we will be glad to help. 
- Please sign in. Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass 
them down to the end of the row. If you are a visitor, please include contact information - 
you will receive a single email/note from Pastor Kate but don't worry - we won't send 
you further emails unless you wish! 
- You are invited to write a prayer request on the white podium situated at the entrance 
to the worship space which will be included and spoken in worship today, or share a 
prayer request inside the pew pads. 
- There is one gender-neutral bathroom located on this level. Additional restrooms are 
located downstairs. 
Children in Worship 
Children (and their noise and wiggles) are always welcome in worship and are an 
important part of our church. But, if you need a break, the service audio is played in the 
lounge, and there is a staffed nursery located downstairs. 
Changing rooms are located in the downstairs bathrooms. There are worship bags and 
books for children located in the back of the sanctuary. During the school year, Sunday 
School is held during the 10:45 AM worship service, for ages 3 - 12th grade. If you have 
questions about Sunday School, First Communion, or Confirmation classes, please 
contact Denise Steene at education@gslutheran.net 
Good Shepherd's Statement of Welcome 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church invites you to join us on a journey of faith. We welcome 
the participation of all ages, races, religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, socioeconomic, marital, and family 
statuses, abilities, political affiliations, and national origins. Ministry is strengthened by 
diversity, and we welcome all to join us in worship, fellowship, learning, and service. You 
are a child of God; you are welcome here. 
 

Service Music from Worship & Praise Hymnal 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE  Blessed Be the God of Israel   Michael Larkin   
 
 
 
  
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves 
for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, 
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting 
and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, 
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 
God judges us not as we deserve, 
but according to God’s own righteousness. 
 You are freed and forgiven, 
saved by grace, 
and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   He Came Down  ELW 253   
 
GREETING 
Beloved of God, called to be saints: 
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us share a sign of God's welcome and peace with one another. 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 
You fasten righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 



and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 
We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. Amen. 
 
Sing this canticle as we light one candle of the Advent wreath. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Light One Candle  (verse 1)                  ELW 240 
 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 

 
OFFERING INSTRUCTIONS 
The offering is a gift of thanks which is used to support the ministries of the church locally and 
globally. Please feel free to put cash/checks/online giving cards in the offering plate or donate 
here: www.gslutheran.net/give 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please sign the pew pad and pass it down so that all in your pew can sign in. Before or after the 
service, and during the sharing of the peace, we invite you to get to know those near you in 
worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gslutheran.net/give


WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Please rise in body or in spirit. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      WP 7   

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



CHILDREN’S SERMON   Denise Steene 
 

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD! 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 122 
We will read Psalm 122 together. 
 1 I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2 Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 



 3 Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  
 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7 Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.”  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans. 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON    Pastor Kate Costa 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Blessed Be the God of Israel  ELW 250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition will end with “God of grace,” with the response “receive our prayer.” 
 
MUSICAL REFLECTION   Alex Gray     
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HOLY HOLY, HOLY  ELW 473            Sing in Spanish, repeat in English. 

 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 



Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. Amen 
 
COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 
This is Christ’s table, and all are welcome here! If you (or your child) do not yet commune, 
please let the pastor know and they will share a blessing. Children may commune at any 
age; we offer communion instruction for those in the second grade or older.  
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD       ELW 195 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS Wait for the Lord (Sing 3x)  ELW 262 
    People Look East   ELW 248   
 
Please rise in body or in spirit. 
COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING  
May God who comes among us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen. 



SENDING SONG  All Earth Is Hopeful   ELW 266  
   
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  O Come, O Come Emmanuel   Mark Winchester 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers 
All the people of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

 
Staff 

Director of Educational Ministries: Denise Steene         education@gslutheran.net 
Bookkeeper: Paul Lund                                             bookkeeper@gslutheran.net 
Administrative Secretary: Karen Madigan                      admin@gslutheran.net 
Organist: Alex Gray                                                            redandblue32@yahoo.com                    
Custodian: Hector Hernandez                                  admin@gslutheran.net                              
Pastor: The Rev. Kate Costa                                        pastorkate@gslutheran.net 
Pastoral Intern: Carrie Pritts                                   vicarcarrie@gslutheran.net  
Choir Director: Liz Waterbury       choirdirector@gslutheran.net 
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