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Give 3 smile,

Get one back,
Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

it's Happening at Crace

: Shines with Grace Lutherownw Chuwrchv Newy

Hey Parents and
Grandparents,

I see you.

I see you standing with
your kids at the bus stop
and waiting in the car line. [
see you go into work at the
break of dawn just so you
can get out early and make
it to their sports games. I
see you running around,
weekend after weekend,
giving up any possibility of
time to yourself. I see those
yawns from late nights up with your vomiting child,
all while praying you don’t catch that flu. T see you
working extra hours to save up for the next college
tuition bill.

You are busy and I would imagine a little exhausted
at times. | also see how important you are in the life
and development of your child or grandchild. And for
the love, sweat, and tears you sacrifice, I give thanks
to God.

Alongside you and many of our brothers and sisters
at Grace, I've been trying to figure out how we at
Grace can best help your kids grow in their faith and
discipleship. I firmly believe that the future of our
church -- locally, synodically, and nationally -- will
be shaped and determined by how we follow Christ
through worship, study, and service. Right now, I'm
working on that as your pastor, through a certificate
course I've committed to for the next two years on
“Faith Formation in the 21st Century”. What it is has
reminded me is that there is no easy fix. Churches love
programs and pastors love new, creative ideas, but
sometimes what we need is not a new flavor-of-the-
day, but returning to our old, faithful foundations in a
way that meets us where we are today.

And that foundation..it’s you, parents and
grandparents. You are the basis of faith learning and
experience, as you have been since the beginning of
the Christian movement. Martin Luther believed this
with all his heart, which is why he wrote the Small
Catechism, a brief collection of explanations thathelped
parents teach their children the basics of Christian faith
in a language they could understand: how God wants
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March, 2018 Lutheran!

us to act (10 Commandments), what
God has done for us (Apostles’” Creed),
and how we have a relationship with
God (Lord’s Prayer). For Luther, it was
so very important that families study
Scripture together, rather than depend
on a priest to tell them what the Bible
says.

Somewhere in the 20th century, we
started to outsource the transmission
of faith. Instead of learning the stories
of our faith from our parents and then
passing it down, we were told that we
could have all of our faith formation
needs met at church. We had specially
trained teachers that would convey the
information our children needed to know all within a
convenient hour lesson, and as they went through the
program they would become faithful followers. And
right now, in 2018, we idolize those times like nothing
else. I know you’ve heard it: “We used to have every
classroom filled!” and “I wish we could have Sunday
School like it was before.”

Now please don’t hear me wrong: I am sure that the
faithful witness of the church in the 1950s-1990s, with
the huge Sunday School classrooms and extravagant
faith formation programs of legend, were what the
Holy Spirit was calling the church to at that time. But
what we know as people of the Reformation is that
the Holy Spirit calls the church to new expressions all
the time. Sometimes we are called to continue with

{continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

traditions of old, and sometimes we need to adjust our
methods to achieve our ultimate goals.

And right now, I think you, dear parents and
ﬁrandparents, need our support. Not only in learning

ow to share your faith with your kids and how to
help form them as disciples-- but also in helping you
to carve out meaningful family time, to create loving
and supportive relationships, and to have a schedule
that mayI]J:)e isn’t less filled but is at least more fulfilled.

I'll be honest: I certainly don’t have all the answers.
But it is starting to become more and more clear to
me that you, parents and grandparents, are far more
important to faith growth than the church has let
on these past years. | hope that together we can find
ways to support you in your faith, as individuals and
also as the leaders in the family who are called in the
promises you make at baptism to share with your
child the stories and tools of our faith. Maybe this will
mean we plan a family fun night to help you connect
as a family and build healthy and loving relationships,
maybe it will mean giving you resources that you can
use each week to have an activity and conversation
geared around discipleship, maybe it will mean that
we all gather together and guide you through what it
might look like to share your faith. Either way we hope
to supplement at church where the most transmission
of faith happens: at home with you. We are going to do
our best to equip you so that you grow in your faith and
can feel empowered to be the important foundational
element of your child’s faith that you are.

I see you Mom and Dad, Grandma and Grandpa,
Auntie and Uncle. You are loved, you are important,
and rermember that, most of all, GOX is with you and so
are we, your church family. You've got this.

Your partner in ministry,
+Pastor Couriney

CHURCH § ) COUNCIL

Our meeting opened with proposed N @ . y

format changes suggested by Pastor

Courtney. She wants to have a monthly “check-in”
so council members can share current happenings in
their lives. Pastor also proposed having committee
reports emailed to council members for review prior
to the monthly meeting. This is to allow more time to
focus on long-term planning for our church mission.
Pastor also announced a new “Renewal Team” to meet
and discuss where and what God is calling us to do,
with a first meeting at the end of February. Pastor then
reviewed the duties of the Congregation Council as
prescribed by our Constitution.

Finally, thank you to Teresa Goodling for agreeing to
be Treasurer for 2018,

LENTEN EVENTS CONTINUE
IN MARCH

Have you come to any of the special events for the
season of Lent yet? It is not too late to join in the
fellowship during the Lenten Season.

Midweek Lenten Offering: Faith Practices

Wednesdays during Lent, we arehaving acommunion
service at 6:00 p.m., followed by a soup supper at 6:15

.m. The evening study begins at 6:30 p.m. The theme
or this year is Animate: Faith Practices. Join us as
we discuss six practices that are central to our lives as
disciples. How is the Hol %pirit calling you live in a
deeper relationship with (¥0 and your neighbor? The
themes in March are:

07 - Sacraments
14 - Worship

21 - Money

28 — Community

Pastor's Study: Lord's Prayer

On Sundays during the Sunday School hour, we are
studying the Lord’s Prayer in more detail. Jesus gives
us the words to pray, but that doesn’t mean they always
make sense. Take some time to reflect on the powerful
words that have given Christians comfort and courage
for thousands of years. March themes are:

04 - Fourth Petition

11 - Fifth Petition

18 - Sixth Petition

25 - Seventh Petition & Conclusion

Holy Week Worship
March 25 - 9:00 a.m. Palm Sunday (in Spirit Cellar)
10:45 a.m. Palm Sunday (in Traditional Sanctuary)
March 29 - 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday (in Spirit
Cellar)
March 30 - 6:30 p.m. Good Friday (in Traditional
Sanctuary)

Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship (in Spirit Cellar)

10:45 p.m. Traditional Worship (in Traditional
Sanctuary)

FPastoral Acts

There were no Pastoral Acts for this month.



BOOK CLUB

This month we are reading
The Devil in the White City
by Erik Larson. Goodreads
has this to say about the book:

“Erik Larson's gifts as a storyteller are magnificently
displayed in this rich narrative of the master builder,
the killer, and the great fair that obsessed them both.

Two men, each handsome and unusually adept at
his chosen work, embodied an element of the great
dynamic that characterized America's rush toward the
twentieth century. The architect was Daniel Hudson
Burnham, the fair's brilliant director of works and
the builder of many of the country's most important
structures, including the Flatiron Building in New
York and Union Station in Washington, D.C. The
murderer was Henry H. Holmes, a young doctor who,
in a malign parody of the White City, built his "World's
Fair Hotel" just west of the fairgrounds—a torture
palace complete with dissection table, gas chamber,
and 3,000-degree crematorium. Burnham overcame
tremendous obstacles and tragedies as he organized
the talents of Frederick Law Olmsted, Charles McKim,
Louis Sullivan, and others to transform swampy
Jackson Park into the White City, while Holmes used
the attraction of the great fair and his own satanic
charms to lure scores of young women to their deaths.
What makes the story all the more chilling is that
Holmes really lived, walking the grounds of that
dream city by the lake.

The Dewil in the White City draws the reader into
a time of magic and majesty, made all the more
appealing by a supporting cast of real-life characters,
including Buffalo Bill, Theodore
Dreiser, Susan B. Anthony,
Thomas Edison,  Archduke
Francis Ferdinand, and others.
In this book the smoke, romance,
and mystery of the Gilded Age
come alive as never before.”

All are welcome to join the
Book Club. We meet on the third
Thursday of the month in the
Welcome Center at 6:30 p.m. If
you would like a copy of the book
to borrow, contact Geri Jacobs or
Jennifer Rudolf.

Pemt to Receive Ghe Bedceon
Electronically®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.

GRACEFUL WOMEN

The Graceful Women will have their first meeting
for 2018 on March Ist. The theme is “Sweet Treats”
and will feature -
candy making with
the group. Since we
are cooking, we will |
meet downstairs in
the kitchen. In cas
of inclement weather
the snow make-up [
date is March 8.

FAMILY UPDATES ARE
NEEDED

Don’t forget to update your family’s contact
information. There are binders located throughout the
church labeled “Contact Information Update.” Take a
moment to update your information. The binders are
located on the table by the bulletin board in the Spirit
Cellar and on the table beside the Sanctuary doors in
the Welcome Center. Much of our information is out of
date. Please help us to stay in touch with you.

ST. PAUL'S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH HOSTS BLOOD SCREENS

The Trustees Committee of St. Paul's is holding
an AMBA Blood Screening event at our church on
Saturday, April 28, 2018. The testing will take place
from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. The total cost will be $45.
These tests include Cholesterol and Triglyceride Levels,
Glucose check for Diabetes, Blood Cell Counts, Mineral
Levels in the blood and checks for Liver Disease and
Kidney Disease along with so much more. Thyroid
Function and Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) tests
are also available at an additional fee. The test results
will be mailed to your doctor and to you. Register for
the tests by calling 1-800-234-8888. These tests would
normally cost $300 to $350. St. Paul's thanks you for
your help.

CHAIRS FOR SALE - CHEAP

There are still old metal folding chairs for sale. They
are in good shape and you can’t beat
the price, which is $10 for a set of
four. If you would like to have some
for unexpected family gatherings or
parties, just take the chairs you want
and place the money in an envelope [igh
marked “chairs” in the collection ¥
plate.




STRANGERS IN KENYA

We hope your new year is off to a great start. We're
ripping through term 2 here at Rift Valley Academ
(January through March), At the end of this term, we'll
begin our home assignment from April to August.

We'll be in Southern Pennsylvania from April 6 to
April 26. Then, we'll spend a few days in Wisconsin
celebrating Heather's grandmother's 100th birthday.
We'llbe in San Diego from April 29 until July 19. Finally,
we'll spend four weeks in Southern Pennsylvania
before returning to Kenya in mid-August.

We're blessed to report that our housing
accommodations for our enfire home assignment are
set and our vehicle needs in San Diego are as well!
However, we are still looking for a roadworthy,
5-seater for our Pennsylvania stays. We'd love to hear
of any leads you may have. Our full travel schedule
means that we will certainly log a lot of miles, so we
are happy to pay a rental fee.

Our school is studying 1 Peter this year, and last
Sunday Ryan preached to over 600 people in our
community from chapter 2 on "growing up in our
salvation.” Next week, the following wonderful verses
will be studied: "You are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a hely nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

Thanks for your prayers on our behalf as we "declare
his praises” to missionary kids in Africa.

The Murphys

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Displaying our "Cross” Chrismons
Ur CLOSE!

In 1967 our Church Family created
our first Chrismons. In 2005, our
beaded Chrismons were created.
Members of our Church Family
understood the 'new creation’ of
beaded ones. As each one was
made, Grace Lutheran Church felt
the excitement of seeing the 'bagged’
beads become a beautiful Christian
Symbol. All Chrismons are white
and gold in color - White being
a liturgical color for Chrismons
referring to our Lord's purity and perfections; Gold
points to His Majesty and Glory.

Each of our Cross

Chrismons  being
displayed, tells
a story of God's

greatest gift of all -
JESUS

THE EASTER
DISTRIBUTION
IS COMING

Jack and his volunteers
have been busy gefting
ready for the Easter
distribution on March 12.
Boxes have been packed, clients have called to register,
paper work has been prepared, but there are still a few
things that need attention. We are still in need of body
wash for the health and beauty boxes. It is not too late
to bring your donation for those boxes. In addition,
while we have more than enough woman’s clothing
and purses, we are very short of young girls clothing
(age 3-12), children’s toys and knick-knacks! If you are
down-sizing, bring your donations to the church before
the 11thofMarch so they canbe included in the set-up on
that day. Your generous gifts of cash have enlarged the
monies available for purchasing perishables and hams
for which we are exceedingly grateful. As you know,
this tremendous out-reach ministry is not the work of
a few but a joint effort by everyone who attends Grace
Lutheran Church. Please consider helping on packing
day, March 3 or
sanctuary set-
up on the I1lth.
Thank you again
for all YOU
DO TO HELP
OTHERS IN OUR
COMMUNITY.

HOW TO SUBMITTO ||
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

Food Pantry
Ministry

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoc.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the fellowing month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




CONSIDERA LENTEN
FACEBOOK 'FAST"

Along with the old standbys of chocolate, alcohol,

smoking and soda pop, Facebook and social media 1St

have joined the list of common things people give up
for Lent as they prepare their hearts and minds for
Easter.

It's definitely a 21st century twist to the ancient
practice of “fasting” to improve our willpower,
strengthen our spirits, clear our minds, distance
ourselves from distractions and bring us closer to God.
And in our day and age, it’s entirely necessary, too.

What's the stewardship connection? God entrusts us
to treasure and use wisely all that we have and all we
are. Growing evidence concludes that excessive digital
media not only wastes our time but also may cloud our
thinking.

Research shows people can become addicted - yes,
addicted - to digital media. Scientists discovered that
when folks get an affirmation on Facebook, Instagram,
Snapchat or other social media, it triggers a response in
the reward and pleasure centers of our brains. We want
more and more and have a hard time disengaging. (It's
a real issue. Just Google “smartphone addiction” to
learn more.)

Moreover, there is growing concern about the effects
that excessive digital exposure has on the developing
brains of children.

For those of us who use our phones for keeping up
with news, texting, sending email, reading or watching
video streaming, excessive smartphone use can lower
our attention spans and train us to crave a constant
stream of new information.

And of course, all this digital media takes up time
that we might be using for more healthful activities,
such as praymg, meditatmg, processmg the 1mp0rtant
things of our lives, talking to friends, taking a walk,
reading a book, exercising or playing a board game
with family members.

S0 maybe giving up Facebook and other digital
media is a perfect idea for Lent in the 21st century.
Like those old standbys of chocolate, alcohol, smoking
and soda pop, giving up social media and other digital
applications for Lent may not be easy, but it will help
strengthen our spirits, test our willpower, clear our
minds, distance ourselves from distractions and bring
us closer to God.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted
by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to
the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and also
works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.
org.
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'SET FREE BY TRUTH' LENT
DEVOTIONS OFFERED BY FOUR
CHURCH LEADERS

2/5/2018 3:00:00 PM

CHICAGO - The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), and leaders from The Episcopal Church,
the Anglican Church of Canada, and the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada have prepared a series of
Lent devotions titled "Set Free By Truth."

The devotion theme addresses truth and racial
justice, reflecting on the challenges facing churches in
North America today.

In her devotion for Ash Wednesday, Eaton writes, "We
have been claimed in baptism, buried with Christ in a
death like his, to be raised with Christ in a resurrection
like his. We have already died the only death that
really matters, and yet ... . We do not recognize the
full humanity of others. There is not justice for all. In
our fear we doubt the resurrection. This Lent, let us
enter into a time and space of honest and unflinching
examination.”

In addition to Eaton, devotions were contributed by
the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, presiding bishop and
primate, The Episcopal Church; the Most Rev. Fred
Hiltz, primate, Anglican Church of Canada; and the
Rev. Susan C. Johnson, national bishop, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada.

The Lent devotions begin with Ash Wednesday, Feb.
14, and continue through Easter Sunday, April 1. Each
devotion includes Scripture citations, a reflection and
a prayer.

The link for dodwnloading is:

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ecumenical-
lenten-reflections

Taken from: http://www.elca.org/News-and-
Events/7907



Wearch Celebreations

(2 — Patricia Golden
02 — Brian Shaffer
03 — Andrea Hollingworth
03 — Barbara Taute
04 - Joyce Arnold
04 — Lynn Herbst
05 — Doris Jones
05 - Joshua Ricci
{}6 — Brett Fishel
(7 — Carly Bennett
{9 ~ Suzanne Laucks
10 - Geraldine Jacobs
10 — Taylor Jones

12 - Jacob Hartman
LUTHERAN CAMPING 12 — Kirt Peters
14 - Marie Fales
15 - Amy Hartman
15 - Kenneth Turner

The following events are
being held at the Lutheran

Camps in March: 16 — April Einsig
16 -- Larry Tudor
March 3 - Lenten Day 17 — Celeste Barnhill
Apart at The Wittel 17 ~ Jennifer Osterhaus
Farm 20 - Edward Hartman
. . 21 - Alyssa Francis
March 16-18 - Quilting Retreat at Kirchenwald 23 — Richard Jacobs
23 — Thomas Kerr
March 18 - Summer Camp Open House at 24 - Toshua Arnold
Kirchenwald & Nawakwa. 25 - Robert Haag
) _ _ 27 — Kendra Shaffer
Summer camp is fast approaching. Kirchenwald 28 — Sara Vigna
and Nawakwa are now open and accepting campers. 29 — James Fishel
Information and registration forms can be found in the 29 — Gretchen Grim
church office. To learm more, please see Tom Smith, 30 - Thomas Kuhn
Karen Turner or Cora Sue Herbst. 30 - Luke Shaffer

31 — Dalton Fishel

We&/a@y Anniversaries .. ...

23 - Kay & Raymond Mansberger |
23 - Cindy & Robert Strobeck

25 - Karen & Thomas Traina

27 — Robin & Will Bennett

W % i

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

March’s flowers are sponsored by:

04 — Diick Rhine

11 -~ Cindy Strobeck

18 — Grace Lutheran

25 — George McCallum (Palm Sunday)
29 - Dick Rhine (Maundy Thursday)

April’s flowers are sponsored by:

01 — Dr. Samuel Laucks

- 08 — Ronald Golden

* 15— Richard Jacobs

22 — Dr. Samuel Laucks

29 — Grace Lutheran

Shirley Pfefferle (Pedestal)
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