
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

November 9, 2025 at 11AM 
Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 
 



Welcome and Announcements       
      

Prelude                           Movement I (Sonata in E Major, op. 109, no. 30)          Beethoven 
Xin Wang, piano 

           

* Call to Worship  
Loving God, you create us in love 
and you re-create us moment by moment. 
You love us in this world and in the next. 
Holy One, transform us by your grace. 
Resurrect us to new life, 
now and always life, by your grace.    

– UNFOLDINGLIGHT.NET 
 

* Hymn 126            Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above          MIT FREUDEN ZART 
 

* Prayer 
God of grace, we do not know what awaits us in the future. But 

we know it is in your hands, and we trust you. We open our hearts to 
your presence as we worship, that you may receive us with grace, 
transform us by your Spirit, and raise us to new life, this and every 
day, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

– UNFOLDINGLIGHT.NET 
 
 

    

Hebrew Scripture Lesson  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  [N.T. 206]       Beth Knickerbocker 
The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Let the Children Come Hymn 191 (v. 1) Jesus Loves Me   
 

* Gospel Lesson            Luke 20:27-38 [N.T. 84]                  Kasey White 
The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Message                    Jesus Turns the Tables 
Rev. Dr. Janine Howard 

  
  

Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed — UMH 880 
 

Call to Prayer Hymn 393     Spirit of the Living God               LIVING GOD 
      

Prayers for the Church and World            

           

The Lord’s Prayer — UMH 895 

 

Invitation to the Offering/Prayer     

      

Offertory            Intermezzo in A Major (Six Pieces for Piano, Op. 118, No. 2)         Brahms 
Xin Wang, piano       

 

* Dedication of Gifts UMH 95        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                             OLD 100TH 
 
  
 
 

* Hymn 664                   Sent Forth by God’s Blessing              THE ASH GROVE 
       

* Dismissal with Blessing         
      

Postlude            Sarabande (French Suite No. 5)                         J.S. Bach    
Xin Wang, piano 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Proposal and Its Origin 
I am the founder and convener of the Advent Project Seminar in the North American Academy of Liturgy (people 
who are liturgical scholars and/or teach worship in the seminaries of a broad spectrum of churches including 
Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, and United Church of Christ). The aim of 
the seminar is to promote a calendar change in our liturgical year that would expand Advent to the seven weeks 
before Christmas. 

Why Expand Advent? 
Two principal reasons come to mind. First, the churches long ago lost the Advent season to what I call the 
“Christmas culture” of our society. We all know that Christmas decorations and gift items begin to appear in all 
kinds of stores way before Hallowe’en. After October 31 the manifestation becomes complete! By the time the 
new church year begins a month later in December with Advent I, the churches are tempted to make the season 
exclusively a four-week journey to Bethlehem. But that focus is only one pole (and secondary at that!) of the 
Advent season. The primary one is beginning the new church year with a steady look at the “end times,” that is, 
at the goal of fulfillment of all the implications of Christ’s resurrection for humanity and, indeed, the entire creation. 
This is usually called the “kingdom” or the “reign of God.” That emphasis is intended to give the beginning of the 
annual cycle of the liturgical year an emphasis that will help Christians to engage ever more deeply in Christ’s 
mission of peace, justice, and the integrity of creation. Having these things firmly in heart, mind, and will, we may 
be able more authentically to enter into the yearly round from Bethlehem to the Passion, Pentecost, and the 
celebration of All Saints that concludes the year. Starting Advent in November would, at least, give the primary 
focus of the season a chance before we are all overcome by carols in Mall music.  
 

The second reason for an expanded season has to do with setting before us in our worship, rooted in Scripture, 
an alternative and, I think, more authentic vision of the “end times” or the “reign of God” than those otherwise so 
effectively media-touted ones offered in fundamentalist, millenialist, or rapturist versions. Whether this is possible 
and effective is, of course, part of the test in trial usage.  
 

What Will Change? 
Very little. (“Whew, what a relief!” I hear you exclaim as you read this).  The lections (readings) for an expanded 
Advent season are in place as the ones we already hear in our three-year cycle. Listen closely this year and see 
if, in fact, there is not a change in the atmosphere and tone of the lessons after All Saints’ Day really concludes 
the long season of Pentecost. There will be, of course, some musical emphasis that appear in hymns specifically 
for Advent. Weekly antiphons that are based in the Messianic titles for Christ that form the verses of “O come, O 
come Emmanuel” may also help us focus on the major theme of the season. The Prayers of the People may be 
more thematically oriented as well. At this writing, we are still working on the logistics of providing a seven-candle 
Advent wreath (as usual, “the devil is in the details”). With an expanded Advent, we may come to the celebration 
of Bethlehem with a clearer understanding of why we are embarking once again on the annual pilgrimage of the 
liturgical year.  
 

— From The Very Rev’d William H. Petersen, PhD, DD 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 



 



PARTICULAR TIMES OF WORSHIP 

664 Sent Forth by God's Blessing 

1. Sent forth
2. With praise
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WORDS: Omer Westendorf, 1964 
MUSIC: Welsh folk tune; harm. by Leland Sateren, 1972 

Words © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc.; harm. © 1972 
Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Communion 
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CLOSING OF WORSHIP 

love shall u - nite us 
praise and thanks - giv - ing 
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Clergy and Staff 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org 

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org 
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org 
Youth Minister: Logan Wescott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org 

Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie 
Production/Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp: holly@fairlingtonumc.org 
Ushers: Randy Nuckolls, Joan Bready, Christine Pollack, Steve Davis, Wray Sexson 

Leadership Team Chair: Andrew Hunter: andrewhunter129@outlook.com 
Lay Leader: Mark Elder: markuselder@gmail.com 
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