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November 9, 2025 at 11AM
Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost



WE GATHER IN PRAISE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Movement|(Sonatain E Major, op. 109, no. 30)
Xin Wang, piano

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Loving God, you create us in love

and you re-create us moment by moment.
You love us in this world and in the next.
Holy One, transform us by your grace.
Resurrect us to new life,

now and always life, by your grace.

Beethoven

— UNFOLDINGLIGHT.NET

*HYMN 126 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
*PRAYER

MIT FREUDEN ZART

God of grace, we do not know what awaits us in the future. But
we know it is in your hands, and we trust you. We open our hearts to
your presence as we worship, that you may receive us with grace,
transform us by your Spirit, and raise us to new life, this and every

day, in the name of Christ. Amen.

— UNFOLDINGLIGHT.NET

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S VOICE

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 [N.T.206]  Beth Knickerbocker

The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God.
LET THE CHILDREN COME HYMN 191 (v.1) Jesus Loves Me

* GOSPEL LESSON Luke 20:27-38 [N.T. 84]
The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE Jesus Turns the Tables

Rev. Dr. Janine Howard

WE RESPOND WITH JOY
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH THE NICENE CREED — UMH 880
CALL TO PRAYER HYMN 393  Spirit of the Living God
PRAYERS FOR. THE CHURCH AND WORLD
THE LORD’S PRAYER. — UMH 895
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING/PRAYER.

OFFERTORY Intermezzo in A Major (Six Pieces for Piano, Op. 118, No. 2)
Xin Wang, piano

* DEDICATION OF GIFTS UMH 95  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

WE GO TO SERVE

*HYMN 664 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
POSTLUDE Sarabande (French Suite No. 5)

Xin Wang, piano

Kasey White

LiviNc Gob

Brahms

OLD 100™

THE AsH GROVE

J.S. Bach



The Advent Pro JJ ect

The Proposal and Its Origin
| am the founder and convener of the Advent Project Seminar in the North American Academy of Liturgy (people
who are liturgical scholars and/or teach worship in the seminaries of a broad spectrum of churches including
Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, and United Church of Christ). The aim of
the seminar is to promote a calendar change in our liturgical year that would expand Advent to the seven weeks
before Christmas.

Why Expand Advent?

Two principal reasons come to mind. First, the churches long ago lost the Advent season to what | call the
“Christmas culture” of our society. We all know that Christmas decorations and gift items begin to appear in all
kinds of stores way before Hallowe’en. After October 31 the manifestation becomes complete! By the time the
new church year begins a month later in December with Advent |, the churches are tempted to make the season
exclusively a four-week journey to Bethlehem. But that focus is only one pole (and secondary at that!) of the
Advent season. The primary one is beginning the new church year with a steady look at the “end times,” that is,
at the goal of fulfillment of all the implications of Christ’s resurrection for humanity and, indeed, the entire creation.
This is usually called the “kingdom” or the “reign of God.” That emphasis is intended to give the beginning of the
annual cycle of the liturgical year an emphasis that will help Christians to engage ever more deeply in Christ’s
mission of peace, justice, and the integrity of creation. Having these things firmly in heart, mind, and will, we may
be able more authentically to enter into the yearly round from Bethlehem to the Passion, Pentecost, and the
celebration of All Saints that concludes the year. Starting Advent in November would, at least, give the primary
focus of the season a chance before we are all overcome by carols in Mall music.

The second reason for an expanded season has to do with setting before us in our worship, rooted in Scripture,
an alternative and, | think, more authentic vision of the “end times” or the “reign of God” than those otherwise so
effectively media-touted ones offered in fundamentalist, millenialist, or rapturist versions. Whether this is possible
and effective is, of course, part of the test in trial usage.

What Will Change?

Very little. (“Whew, what a relief!” | hear you exclaim as you read this). The lections (readings) for an expanded
Advent season are in place as the ones we already hear in our three-year cycle. Listen closely this year and see
if, in fact, there is not a change in the atmosphere and tone of the lessons after All Saints’ Day really concludes
the long season of Pentecost. There will be, of course, some musical emphasis that appear in hymns specifically
for Advent. Weekly antiphons that are based in the Messianic titles for Christ that form the verses of “O come, O
come Emmanuel” may also help us focus on the major theme of the season. The Prayers of the People may be
more thematically oriented as well. At this writing, we are still working on the logistics of providing a seven-candle
Advent wreath (as usual, “the devil is in the details”). With an expanded Advent, we may come to the celebration
of Bethlehem with a clearer understanding of why we are embarking once again on the annual pilgrimage of the
liturgical year.

— From The Very Rev’d William H. Petersen, PhD, DD




THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD
126  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
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gently leadsthe chosen band: To  Godall praise and glo - ry.
soul andbod-y  bear your part: To  Godall praise and glo - ry.
Christis Lord,and Christa-lone: To Godallpraise and glo - ry.
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WORDS: Johann J. Schiitz, 1675; trans. by Frances E. Cox, 1864 (Dt. 32:3) MIT FREUDEN ZART
MUSIC: Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesiinge, 1566; harm. by Maurice F. Bell, 1906 87.87.887



THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST

191 Jesus Loves Me
A
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1. Je- sus loves me! This I know, for the Bi-ble tells me so.
2. Je - sus loves me! This I know, as heloved so long a - go,
3. Je~-sus loves me still to-day, walk-ing with me on my way,
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Lit-tle ones to  him be-long; they are weak,but he is strong.
tak-ing chil-dren on his knee, say-ing, “Letthem come to me.”
want-ing as a friend to give light and love to all who live.
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! Yes, Je - sus loves me!
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CHEROKEE Toica a ki ke yu ha GERMAN Jesus liebt mich ganz gewiss,
Koh wel a khi no hih se Denn die Bibel sagt mir dies,
Tsu nah sti ka Tsu tse li Alle Kinder schwach und klein,
u hli ni ki tih ye hno Lad’t Er herzlich zu sich ein.
Tsis a ki ke yu Ja, Jesus liebt mich,
Tsis a ki ke yu Ja, Jesus liebt mich,
Tsis a ki ke yu Ja, Jesus liebt mich,
a khi no hih se ho. Die Bibel sagt mir dies.
WORDS: St. 1 Anna B. Warner, 1860; Sts. 2-3 David Rutherford McGuire; trans.: JESUS LOVES ME
Cherokee, Robert Bushyhead, 1962; German, Psalter und Harfe, 1876; Japanese 77.77 with Refrain

phonetic transcription, Mas Kawashima, 1988; Spanish, Himnario Metodista, 1968
MUSIC: William B. Bradbury, 1862

Cherokee phonetic transcription © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; Japanese
phonetic transcription © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House



AFFIRMATIONS OF FAITH

AFFIRMATIONS OF FAITH

880 THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in the one holy catholic* and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*universal



SANCTIFYING AND PERFECTING GRACE

393

Spirit of the Living God
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Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
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WORDS: Daniel Iverson, 1926; adapt. (Acts 11:15) LIVING GOD
MUSIC: Daniel Iverson, 1926 75.75.875

© 1935, renewal © 1963 Birdwing Music




895 FROM THE RITUAL OF THE FORMER
METHODIST CHURCH

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 95

I

o

=]

el

i:iilr,

Praise God, from whom all

=

bless-ings [low; praise

o)l

oall
ltH I

him, all crea-tures

i

=

1

i

|

!
[

IR

.F_

-

| ]
I )
< = T—q t -
g ® o | . .
here  be praise  him a - bove, ye heaven - ly
oy 2 3 g—= =
' C ': —
%gf—-—d - !
CAA 3 ==
host; praise  Fa- ther, Son, and Ghost A - men.

2

===
—

RDE: Thomas Ken, 1674
.

C: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois, 1551

F—

r_

F—‘—

OLD 100th
LM



PARTICULAR

664

Unison

TIMES OF WORSHIP

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1. Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess-ing,
2. With praise and thanks - giv - ing to God ev - er liv - ing,
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With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us;
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MUSIC:  Welsh folk tune; harm. by Leland Sateren, 1972

Words © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc.; harm. © 1972
Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Communion



CLOSING OF WORSHIP
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shall  blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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God’s grace did in - vite us, and love shall u - nite us

Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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Fairlington United Methodist Church
Reconciling Statement

Fairlington United Methodist Church proclaims
without reservation God’s unconditional love and
grace, and affirms the dignity and worth of every
person as created in the image of God. We commit
to extend Christ’'s gospel hospitality, creating a
place of safety and spiritual sanctuary for all
people. Therefore, this community of faith
welcomes into membership, participation, and
leadership all persons regardless of age, race,
ethnicity, gender, family structure, marital status,
sexual orientation, gender identity, economic
background, political affiliation, physical or
mental ability, faith history, or life experience. We
recognize among us differences in theology and
biblical interpretation, and covenant to accept,
respect, and love one another along our faith
journeys.

As God loves us, so let us love one another.

QY

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org
Youth Minister: Logan Wescott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie
Production/Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp: holly@fairlingtonumc.org
Ushers: Randy Nuckolls, Joan Bready, Christine Pollack, Steve Davis, Wray Sexson
Leadership Team Chair: Andrew Hunter: andrewhunter129@outlook.com
Lay Leader: Mark Elder: markuselder@gmail.com
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