6 MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

' ’ Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 28, 2024 | Eleven O'clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists
have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in You can make your offering to God by
the back of the pew if you are visiting with visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give
us, would like to sign up for upcoming or by scanning the QR code, which will
events, have a prayer request, or need to take you directly to our church’s secure
update your contact information. giving website.

If you are visiting with us for the first time,
please find an usher to receive
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at
mulberrymethodist.org.

Stay updated on the Mulberry community ACCESSIBILITY
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter! . istive devi ilabl
Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up. Hearing Assistive devices are available

and can be found in the narthex by the
usher station. Please ask an usher for
assistance locating them.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is
livestreamed on Facebook. You can
download the Sunday bulletin at
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/
bulletins.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory
of J. V. “Buncie” and Mary Miller Skinner.

The flowers in the Narthex are given to the glory of God and in honor
of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Andrew Morris.
Amanda & Drew were united in marriage on Saturday, April 27",

The artwork on the cover is “Landscape with Shepherd and Sheep” by Anton Mauve.
hitps://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=51139

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation
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Entrance & Praise

Opening Voluntary Before You, Lord, We Bow Barbara Harbach
Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone
Greeting & Call to Worship Rev. Stone

One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

The God of all shepherds has called us here.

We come today, celebrating God’s love for us.

The Good Shepherd has given his life for us.

We come today, thanking Jesus for his witness and his teaching.
The Shepherding Spirit moves through us, bringing us new hope.
We come today ready to celebrate and to praise God. Amen.

Written by Nancy Townely for Ministry Matters
* Opening Hymn No. 127 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostle’s Creed Rev. Stone

I believe in God, the Father AImighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father AlImighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be;
world without end. Amen.



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time.
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Proclamation & Response

First Reading 1John 3:16-24 (Pew Bible pg 990) Rev. Stone

'®We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers and sisters.” How does God’s love abide in
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet
refuses help?

®Little children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. ' And
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts
before him 2°whenever our hearts condemn us, for God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows everything. ? Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,
we have boldness before God, ??and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

2 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. #*All
who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by
this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

*Hymn No. 128 He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought HE LEADETH ME

Anthem Every Time | Feel the Spirit Arr. Moses Hogan
Luke Baker, soloist

Every time | feel the Spirit
moving in my heart | will pray.

On the mountain my Lord spoke,
Out His mouth came fire and smoke.
In the valley on my knees,

Ask my Lord, “Have mercy, please.”

refrain



Jordan Riveris chilly and cold,
Chills the body but not the soul.
All around me looks so fine,
Ask my Lord if all was mine.

refrain

Ain’t but one train on this track,
Runs to heaven and right back.

St. Peter waitin’ at the gate,

Said “Come on sinner, don’t be late.”

refrain

Second Reading Psalm 23 (Pew Bible pg 435) Rev. Creede Hinshaw

'The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

®He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

“Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

®Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life:
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Hinshaw



Morning Prayer Rev. Stone

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of our Tithes & Gifis

Offertory Largo in E-flat J. S. Bach

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give
or in the offering plate.

* Doxology OLD 100™
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Sending Forth
* Closing Hymn No. 129 Give to the Winds Thy Fears FESTAL SONG
* Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Hinshaw
Closing Voluntary Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah J. Bert Carlson
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News of the Church

Ainsworth Choir Performing | Today | 4:00 pm | Sanctuary

The Ainsworth Choir will be joining with the Choral Society of Middle Georgia
and the Mercer University Choir & Mercer Singers to present Maurice Durufle’s
REQUIEM. Come show your support for our talented choir and enjoy the beautiful
performance! Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at tinyurl.com/ycjx8dtb.

Wednesday Night Worship & Prayer | May 1] 5:30 pm | Fellowship Hall

Dinner at 5:30 & Programming at 6:00 | Join us for our monthly Wednesday night
worship & prayer service. where we will spend time together in both musical
worship and prayer as we explore diverse ways of praying.

Sign up to go to a Mercer Baseball Game | May 7 | 6:00 pm

Sign up for a free ticket to the Mercer vs Kennesaw State baseball game on
Tuesday, May 7! Let us know you’re coming by signing up at bit.ly/mul-gobears5.

District Rise Against Hunger Project | May 19 | 5:00 pm | Trinity UMC

The District Conference will be hosting a Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing
mission project on Sunday, May 19. They need all hands on deck to make this
a successful project! All ages are invited to come help. Sign up at events.
riseagainsthunger.org/SCDofUMC0524 or let the church office know.

Keep up with us online!

: Ej Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing
F to our weekly newsletter!

To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!




REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

HENRY MCCLURE
Crucifer

KATE EVANS & REYNOLDS HEFNER
Candle Lighters

REV. CREEDE HINSHAW
Preacher
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
719 Mulberry Street

478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org
Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

—— About Our Worship ——

Worship begins with God. When we
gather for worship, God meets us and
speaks to us, and we listen to God and
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come
together in response to God’s invitation
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response”
we are addressed by God through
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this
movement, we listen to readings from
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered
community.

Once a month, we participate in
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In
this movement, we come to the Table to
celebrate what God has done in Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
we’re nourished by the special outpouring
of grace offered in this sacred act.

The fourth and final movement is the
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and
sent into the world to share the heart of
God with a world in need.

Eastertide

The Easter Season begins on Easter
Day and ends on Pentecost. Focusing on
Christ’s resurrection and ascension and
the sending of the Holy Spirit, Eastertide
is a joyous and celebrative season of the
Christian year. We celebrate the good news
that in Christ’s death and resurrection we
are continually being made new by God’s
love and saving grace.



