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The Arizona Cotton Industry returned to Flagstaff June 10–11 for the 2026 Annual Meeting—and
what a year it was! A record-breaking 233 attendees gathered at Little America Hotel, making this
year's meeting the largest in Association history.

The meeting began Wednesday afternoon with the annual Golf Classic at Continental Golf Club,
where attendees enjoyed cool mountain weather, towering pines, and an afternoon of friendly
competition. More importantly, the tournament continues to support the Arizona Cotton Ginners
Association Scholarship Program, helping invest in the next generation of agricultural leaders.

Thursday's program featured a full day of industry-leading speakers and timely discussions focused
on the issues impacting Arizona agriculture today and into the future. From the agricultural
economy and market outlook to emerging technologies, succession planning, policy updates, and
producer perspectives, attendees received valuable information they can take back to their
operations. According to post-meeting surveys, Dr. Seprich's Agricultural Outlook and the Industry
Panel discussion were among the highest-rated sessions of the day.

Beyond the presentations, one of the greatest strengths of the Annual Meeting continues to be the
opportunity to reconnect with colleagues, visit with exhibitors and sponsors, exchange ideas, and
strengthen the partnerships that keep Arizona's cotton industry moving forward. Whether it was
conversations over coffee, networking during

ANOTHER RECORD YEAR FOR AZ COTTON INDUSTRY ANNUAL MEETING

the Sponsor Showcase, or catching up with
friends from across the state, the meeting
once again demonstrated the value of
bringing our industry together in one place.

If you were unable to attend—or simply want
to revisit a presentation—speaker
presentations will be available on the
Association's website at
www.azcottongrowers.org.

Thank you to our outstanding speakers,
generous sponsors, exhibitors, and every
attendee who helped make the 2026 Annual
Meeting such a success. After another
unforgettable year in Flagstaff, we're already
looking forward to doing it again.

Mark your calendars now for the 2027 Arizona
Cotton Industry Annual Meeting, June 2–3,
2027, in Flagstaff. If this year's record
attendance was any indication, you won't
want to miss it!

https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
http://www.azcottongrowers.org/


The Arizona Legislature has officially concluded the 2026 session, bringing an end to months of
budget negotiations and several high-priority agricultural issues. While the final weeks were marked
by extensive negotiations, several significant policy achievements emerged for Arizona agriculture.

Property Tax Assessment Reforms Advance
Two agricultural property tax measures, HB 2105 and HB 2104, advanced during the final days of
session.

HB 2105 requires advance notice of certain property inspections and inspection reports for property
owners while limiting consecutive annual on-site inspections of qualifying agricultural properties.
HB 2104 prohibits county assessors from reclassifying or conducting on-site inspections of
agricultural property for three years following a successful property tax appeal, unless ownership,
use, or the property changes.

State Land Department Continued with Reforms
The Arizona State Land Department was continued for four years with several reforms designed to
improve efficiency and accountability. Key provisions require improvement applications to be
approved or denied within 90 days, restrict the use of Special Land Use Permits, limit lease holdovers
to 90 days, require lease language to align with state statute, and establish continued legislative
oversight.

Budget Includes Agricultural Priorities
The final budget included several provisions important to agriculture:

Extended pump tax revenues for Pinal County irrigation districts for an additional four years.
Funded inspections of cattle entering from Mexico, if trade resumes, along with resources to
address potential New World screwworm concerns.
Preserved producer-funded agricultural programs despite a 2.5% reduction to the Arizona
Department of Agriculture's budget.
Elimination of $10 million previously allocated for fire and flood assistance grants that had seen
limited utilization.
Defunding of the University of Arizona's Natural Resource and Policy Center, with remaining
funding directed toward water adjudication work.

Looking Ahead
With the legislative session concluded, attention now turns toward implementation of newly
enacted policies and preparations for the 2026 election cycle. Agricultural organizations will
continue monitoring the State Land Department reforms, budget implementation, and other policy
developments affecting Arizona producers.

The 2026 session demonstrated the importance of continued engagement by Arizona's agricultural
community in legislative and regulatory matters that directly impact farming and ranching
operations across the state.
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Many attendees from the Cotton Belt, including NCC Chairman Nathan
Reed, wore red “BACA” hats to underscore support for the Buying

American Cotton Act (H.R.7230/S.1919) at President Trump’s National
Agriculture Day event. 



Effective June 11, 2026, the Arizona Department of Agriculture (AZDA) implemented an exterior
quarantine for the two-spot cotton leafhopper (TSCL), also known as cotton jassid (Amrasca
biguttula), to prevent the pest from entering and becoming established in Arizona. 

Native to Asia, cotton jassid was first detected in the United States in Florida in 2024 and has since
spread rapidly across several southeastern states, including Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas. The pest poses
a significant threat to cotton production and several other host plants, including hibiscus, okra,
eggplant, tomatoes, potatoes, soybeans, peanuts, and sunflowers.

Both adults and nymphs feed by piercing plant tissue and extracting sap while injecting toxins that
cause "hopper burn," resulting in leaf curling, yellowing, browning, defoliation, stunted growth, and
reduced cotton boll set. Severe infestations have been shown to reduce yields by as much as 50
percent. While the pest has not been detected in Arizona, the Arizona Cotton Research and
Protection Council continues to monitor cotton production areas through ongoing surveys.

Under the quarantine, regulated plant materials and used cotton harvesting equipment entering
Arizona from quarantined states must meet specific inspection, treatment, or certification
requirements before shipment. The proactive measure is intended to protect Arizona's cotton
industry, reduce the risk of costly production losses, and safeguard the state's agricultural economy
from this destructive pest.

Pure Products
powered by
Pure CV•

Pure CV    helps your crop protect more
of its yield potential when conditions
turn against them by strengthening
root-zone biology and improving
nutrient efficiency to support steadier
performance under heat and water
stress during critical growth stages.

Improves your ROI while
integrating seamlessly into

your existing crop
management programs
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www.PureFutureVentures.com

Confidence
Through the
Cotton Season

Strengthens root performance
and nutrient efficiency

Crop-safe and OMRI® certified

ALL-NATURAL | ECO FRIENDLY
ECONOMICAL

Limited-time trials
available at a subsidized
rate! Just $5/acre!

For additional information and to take
advantage of this offer, contact us at

Info@PureFutureVentures.com

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:cbf7d4d6-a816-446a-ad4b-461fbdf621a4
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The Association is continuously working to build
momentum for the Buying American Cotton Act
(BACA) through coordinated advocacy at both the
state and national levels. Thus far, Arizona has secured
bipartisan backing, with Congressmen Paul Gosar,
Greg Stanton, and David Schweikert signing on as
cosponsors. Congressman Juan Ciscomani has
committed to cosponsoring the bill and is currently on
the waitlist to be officially added. The waitlist helps
maintain a balanced, bipartisan list of official
cosponsors by adding Republican members as
additional Democrats join the legislation.
 

Most recently, ACGA partnered with the National
Cotton Council on a coalition sign-on letter to Arizona’s
full House and Senate delegations, encouraging
additional Members to cosponsor the legislation.  
Because the bill has already received strong
Republican support, expanding Democratic
participation is an important next step in maintaining
bipartisan momentum and improving the bill's
opportunity to advance.
 

The final coalition letter, signed by 60 Arizona-based
agricultural organizations, individual farming
operations, gins, co-ops, retailers, commodity groups,
and local businesses, was shared with every Arizona
House and Senate office on June 22. The letter
demonstrates broad statewide support for BACA and
has already strengthened engagement with Hill
offices.  This coalition reflects the widespread
recognition that strengthening demand for U.S.-grown
cotton benefits producers, the textile supply chain,
manufacturers, retailers, and rural communities alike.
 

ACGA remains committed to working with industry
partners and policymakers to advance the Buying
American Cotton Act and ensure Arizona cotton
producers have a strong voice in Washington.
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             This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is AMS & Pure Future Ventures.

The Arizona State Support Committee is
calling for renewal proposals only for the
2027 Funding Year (January 1–December
31, 2027). While the Committee is
disappointed that funding remains
limited for the upcoming year, it is once
again only able to consider renewal
proposals under the Cotton Incorporated
State Support Program. In addition, only
proposals addressing the priority research
topics listed below will be considered for
funding to benefit the Arizona cotton
industry.

Water will always remain a key focus for
our industry. In addition, the following
research topics, listed in order of priority,
have been identified by the Arizona
Cotton Growers Association as the
highest research priorities for Arizona
cotton.

The deadline for receipt of proposals is
5:00 p.m. (close of business) on
Wednesday, August 26, 2026. This is a firm
deadline. For additional information,
contact Jadee Rohner at
jrohner@azcottongrowers.com.
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