
June 2026 

My sermon on May 24th, 
Pentecost Sunday, focused on 
the word “evangelism.”  It 
was Pentecost when the dis-
ciples were empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to carry on 
the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
proclaiming the Good News.  
They became evangelists.   
 

In the word evangelism, you 
can see the word, “angel,” which means messenger.  We 
are messengers of God’s Good News.  Well, that Good 
News is best heard and lived in the church. 
 

And so, evangelism has always had an element of invita-
tion to it; invitation to join a community of believers, 
where the Good News is expressed in word and deed.   
 

Church growth studies show that invitation by members 
of a church is the most common way for churches to 
grow.  Evangelical churches understand this, but inviting 
others has not been promoted and practiced as much in 
Mainline Protestant denominations such as the UCC, Lu-
therans, Prebyterians, Episcopalians, etc.   
 

So, a challenge, and a promise: 
This year, I would like each member to share their faith 
with 2-3 other people, and ask them about their faith 
journey in life.  The promise is that you may experience 
some of the most special conversations that you have 
ever had.   
 

And an assurance – this isn’t baseball.  There is no such 
thing as striking out, even if someone turns down your 
offer to share their spiritual side a little bit.  You just 
might be a spark in their life, and get them thinking.   
 

But, how does one go about such a conversation?  Be-
low, please see some practical do’s and don’ts for shar-
ing your faith. 
 
*Continued on page 2 

 
 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

On May 17th, Ryan and Chase Nicholson were  
confirmed and received their first communion. 
 
God bless them both in this important rite of  
passage! 

Welcome New Member 

During worship on May 3rd, 
Stephen Flowers Jr. was 
received into membership 
in the church.  Before join-
ing the congregation, he 
was baptized.  Welcome 
Stephen! 

Don’t forget, you can 
easily give your offering 
to St. Peter’ on line by 
scanning this QR code 
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Congratulations to our 2026 Graduates! 

 Kyra Dick, graduating from Phoenixville High School and planning to attend Montgomery County 

Community College studying Secondary Education.  

 Alyssa Menkins will graduate from Chester county intermediate school.   

 Amelia Cook will graduate from 8th grade and go to Downingtown East HS 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED: 
 
DO: 
 
Remember to listen.  The person you’re talking to 

may never have shared their faith feelings be-
fore. 

Quietly pray that the Holy Spirit be with both of 
you. 

Feel free to ask probing questions to allow for the 
possibility that the other person may want to 
share more deeply. 

Feel free to say “I don’t know.” 
Share your own testimony authentically so that 

they feel safe in responding in kind. 
 
DON’T: 
 
Judge what they say.  Most people aren’t experts in 

verbalizing their faith. 
Be focused on “results,” such as an agreement to 

join you at church.  You never know how a 
conversation like this, no matter how small, 
may lead to good things in another person’s life 
beyond what we may know. 

Overexplain.  Simple is better. 
Feel the need to use church talk or speak beyond 

what you know/feel about your faith.  Authen-
tic sharing is always best. 

 
If your conversation with another goes well, and it 
feels like a natural thing to talk more about St. Pe-
ter’s, even to invite them, that’s wonderful.  How-
ever, God smiles on those who invite others to re-
flect on their spiritual side, whether they come to 
church or not.   
 
Bless you in your faith conversations this year! 

 

After some discussion at our last meeting, we 
decided to change it up this summer.  

Our picnic is going to be held on August 12 at 
the home of Wendy and Dick Sherman.   

Our luncheon at Chadwick's will be June 10 at 
12. Please let Micki Menkins know 484-369-
1387 if you plan on coming. Looking forward to 
seeing you all there. 
 

We are excited to partner with the CedarSowerz 
from Cedarville United Methodist Church.  This 
summer we will be cutting out bibs and burp 
cloths at their church. They have offered to do 
the sewing and are also donating them to 
us.  These items go to Genisis (Phoenixville and 
Pottstown) and the Chester County Intermediate 
Unit (Young Parents Program).  Both of these 
organizations have been a part of the Ingathering 
for many years.   

SEWING CIRCLE NEWS 

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!!! 
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Dear Church Family, 

Consistory recommends holding a Congregational meeting and vote on installing a solar electric  

generation system on the property. The meeting will be held after church on Sunday, June 14.  

If it comes as a surprise to hear that we are considering solar, you are not alone. The idea just came up 
at the April Consistory meeting for the first time, but we are bringing it up to the Congregation  

because the benefits are very compelling.  

 
The benefits include: 

Low cost electricity after an initial investment; 
Hedge against uncertainty and rate increases; 
Reduced carbon footprint; 
Power in the event of a PECO outage during daylight hours. 
 

Here is how solar would work for St. Peters: 

The total cost would be $51,975.  The Federal Government will give us a 40% rebate leaving us 

with a net up-front cost of $31,185. We would also receive a credit of $2,300 from PECO in 

the first year and $10,626 of Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SERC) from Pennsylvania 

which would be paid to us over time. 

The investment will pay for itself in 10 – 12 years. Estimated electric savings are about $3,000 per 

year initially, and the savings would grow as PECO raises rates since we would have a low fixed cost.  

In months when we generate more power than we use, we can sell the excess to PECO. 

We plan to pay for the system with a loan that we can repay largely with savings from the project for 

minimal out of pocket costs. We do not need to solicit any money from the Congregation. 

The solar panels would go on the roof of Fellowship Hall. Most will be on the back where they would 

not be visible, but a few panels would need to be on the front to generate sufficient power for our 

needs, so they would be visible from the parking lot. The solar panels are estimated to last at least 30 

years and carry a 25 year parts and labor guarantee. 

Please give this proposal your careful consideration and we look forward to discussing it, along with 

any questions you may have on June 14. 

Wayne Freese, Mark Myers and Pete Warner can answer any questions you may have in advance of 

the meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Pete Warner 

Consistory President 

A Letter to the  Congregation from Consistory 
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JULY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

5: Independence weekend 

12: Pastor away 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor Doug and family will 
be headed to Alabama after 
worship on June 21st.   

 

Substituting for him on  

Sunday, June 28th will be 
Rev. Ruth Sheets. 

June Birthdays 

Raymond Merryman  6/1 

Gary Cornog 6/2 

Alyson Bierer 6/5 

Nick Warner  6/5 

Kathy Krasley 6/9 

Jim Kelly  6/10 

Tim Maguire  6/10 

Ellie Stein  6/10 

Isabella Griffetts  6/11 

Scott Maguire  6/11 

Jesse Green 6/11 

Samuel Wachsmuth  6/11 

Gail Dewees  6/14 

Kathryn Kelly  6/15 

John Gingrich  6/16 

Nancy Norris  6/17 

John Stewart  6/17 

Wendy Sherman 6/19 

Laura Dick  6/22 

Dan Raichle  6/24 

Kendall Johnson  6/25 

Jonathan Booraem  6/25 

Julia Barry (Griffin) 6/27 

Mitchell Warner  6/27 

Caroline Booraem  6/27 

Leila Page  6/28 

Sally Gale  6/28 

Diane Yeakle 6/29 

Fred Wookey III  6/30 

Douglas and Julie Beatty 
Michael and Karen Dick 
Ken and Barbara Emery 
David and Sally Gale 
Sean and Denise Harlow 
Paul and Alexis McCarthy 

Richard and Jan Mest 
McKendred and Reka Nance 
Geoff and Janene Osborne 
Dick and Wendy Sherman 
Peter and Cindy Warner 
Jennifer and Andrew Basile 

Wedding Anniversaries 

CONCERT 
Thank you to Kat Bowman, our Music  
Director, for setting up another amazing  
concert for our concert series on Saturday, 
May 2nd. We enjoyed the incredible musical  
talents of  Kristie Lauren and Jay Chadwick. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING JUNE 14 
Please mark your calendars to stay after worship on 
Sunday, June 14th for an important discussion on  

Solar Power for St. Peter’s. 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY/OUTDOOR SERVICE 
Join us on Sunday, June 7th as we hold our worship service outside 
(weather permitting) and celebrate our graduates and another great 
year! There will be an ice cream social as well! Please see the sign 
up sheet in Fellowship Hall to see how you can help! 
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       AJ, son of Dee McClimon’s friend 
       Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother 
       Austin Myers 
       Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths   
       Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins 
       Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson 
       Charles and Virginia Garber 
       Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman 
       Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner 
       Dr. Michael J. Ward 
       Ernie P., friend of Dee McClimon 
       Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley 
      Friends and family of Annamae Moore 
      Friends and family of Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law 
      Gail, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson 
      Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa 
       Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin 
       Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson 
       Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins 
       Jennifer Osborne 
       Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother 
       Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty  
       Kevin Cochran, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey 
       Laura Dick 
       Linda Chernek, friend  of Deb Wetty  
       Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson 
       Mike Brown, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson 
       Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner 
       Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons 
       Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle 
       Penny, friend of Linda Johnson 
      Richard Merryman 
      Ruby, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson 
      Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister 
      Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon 
      Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law 
      Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister 
      Sonja Wheelan 
      Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law 
     Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow 
     The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman 
     Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley 
      Travis McClimon 
      Virginia Lawrence 

 Church Staff  

 

Rev. Douglas Hanson,  

Pastor  

Kat Bowman, 

Director of Music and Organist 

Jill Cook, 

Church Secretary 

Deborah Wetty,  

Nursery Attendant  

Debbie Wolk,  

Bookkeeper  

Herman Nieuwenhuizen  

Cemetery Manager 

 
Church Officers 2026 
President of Congregation –  
Jim Phillips 
 
Secretary of Congregation –  
Kathleen Wachsmuth 
 
President of Consistory –  
Pete Warner 
 
Secretary of Consistory –  
Sarah Hackman 
 
Elders  

Cindy Maguire- Chair 

Peter Wilson 

Scott Raichle 

 
Deacons  

Sarah Hackman – Chair 
Cheryl Nicholson 
Pete Warner 

 
Trustees  

Mark Myers - Chair 

Albert Wachsmuth 

Dave Wise 


