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“The Mission of Waterloo

First UMC is to be a

church of people who live

as disciples of Jesus
Christ by providing a

place for spiritual growth

in a caring, inviting
community.”
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2025 IOWA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

for such a time as this. I I

Hi Waterloo First,

Last weekend (June 13-15) | was at the lowa Annual Conference in West
Des Moines. This year's theme was "Equip for Such a Time as This."
Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai, who presides over the Conference, said
something that really stuck with me: "We're living in a counter-Christian
time, and the world is yearning for strong churches and faith communities
to live into a loving Christian witness for such a time as this."

She challenged us to close the gap between what we believe and how we
live by focusing on three tools over the next year:

1. Tools for Spiritual Formation and Discipleship - Including "Mapping
Your Spiritual Health" based on Wesley's acts of compassion, justice,
worship, and devotion

2. Tools to Transform the World - Living out our Social Principles through
anti-racism work and immigration justice

Tools for Congregational Vitality - The new Leadership Greenhouse
partnership with lllinois Great Rivers Conference

There were so many emotional moments during those three days. By 95%,
we passed a consent calendar committing to fully include, affirm, protect,
and advocate for our LGBTQIA+ siblings. There was also an 81-year-old
former ordained pastor who had left ministry after realizing he was gay - he
was readmitted back into as an ordained pastor.

The conference voted overwhelmingly to provide up to $250,000 to help a
French-speaking congregation in Sioux City find a worship home after their
building was lost. After passing this motion, everyone stood and cheered!

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
Pastor Youngkwang Lee from our church was commissioned as a Provisional Elder during Sunday's ceremony.
And we remembered Rev. Chuck Layton’s life and service at the Memorial Service, too.

When the guest speaker Dr. Boggan talked about how early Methodists were called "vile" and "scandalous," |
honestly questioned whether | heard her right. But that's exactly what they were. John Wesley and the early
Methodists were radical, just like Jesus was. They cared for the weak, cried out for justice, and proclaimed love
over hate. Wesley, who preached in mines and marketplaces, wrote in his diary: "I submitted to be more

vile." Dr. Boggan even signed her book for me with "To Hojin, Be More Vile!"

So | ask you, the Methodists at Waterloo First, to be more vile with me. Let's see someone who feels forgotten.
Let's stand for justice. Let's open our hearts to someone very different from us. Let's tell our faith story to
others. Waterloo First! “Equip for Such a Time as This.”

Pastor Hojin

May Attendance & Offering

Week 5/4/25 | 5/11/25| 5/18/25| 5/25/25
Attendance* 53 80 80 59
Pledge** $4,761| $2,349 $2,825| $1,919
Capital $350 $40 $60 $0
Misc. $477| $2,063 $381| $52.17

July Ushers

*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook,
www.waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship. Bill Arndorfer, Kathy Breckunitch,

**Stock Donations — If you are donating stock to the church, please Don Faris, Kim Chapman

contact Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak
with her. She will make certain this donation is credited correctly to
your account.

\ ,/‘ Perspectives on patriotism

L‘( \" @ While pondering differences between patriotism and nationalism, Ryan Hamm looks to Jesus’
/%\ - ©xample in Luke 19:41-44. “Jesus, it seems, loved his people, his city, his nation — so much so
N \\ that he cried over it,” he writes in Christianity Today. “He didn’t despise his country or wish ill

upon it — instead, he wanted nothing but the best for it, and it grieved him to see how his

people had rejected his teachings.”

»

This example of “patriotism perfected” can serve as a guide for modern-day Christians, according to Hamm. “It’s an
example that’'s both pragmatic and romantic, shot through with justice, truth and love. It’s not a nationalistic patriotism
— it’s a love for nation that doesn't pit it against other nations. Instead, it's a recognition of love followed by a
mournful recognition of shortcomings.”

Put another way, God doesn’t love America more than any other nation. And he doesn’t want us to worship our nation
alongside him, because that is idolatry. Instead, we are to love and proclaim God above any earthly realm.
THE HERALD
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Bible Verse: Ephesians 4:32
(NRSV)

“Be kind to one another,

tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in

Christ has forgiven you.”

i

P The United Methodist Men will Meet on

i Saturday, July 19

i at 8 am.

i w Join the men at HyVee on

i UNITED METHODIST MEN Ansborough Ave.

i for food and fellowship.

im. e [} e [} o [ o [ o [ o [ o [ o [ o [ o [ o [ e [

JOINUS FOR
Fellowship & Coffee Time at
Friendship Village
with Pastor Hojin
Wednesday, July 30" from 10-11 am
Friendship Village, Lakeview Lodge

312 Southbrooke Drive
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASSES JOIN US FOR
10:45 am Sunda

Classes are taking a break
for the summer.

We will return on
September 14

A AMPLIFY. MEDIA

Use Amplify to plan your summer devotionals and Small
Group lessons:

Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start exploring Amplify
Media for your personal bible study and or small group study.
Contact Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need help.

JOIN US ON THE BIBLE WALK

Join us on Pastor Hojin’s Walk through the Bible. Use
the QR code to find our YouTube channel. When you
find the channel with the drawing of our church, click
on it and subscribe to the channel. In the subscription
drop down menu, click “all notifications” and you'll
never miss a reading. This is a year-long project and
readers are still needed.
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Bless

PEW

CLEANERS No one is signed up for Pew Cleaner
for July or August

/B8\78\7A\ _/.\
Fellowship

Fellowship Servers

July Pew Cleaner

i P I in 2025!
Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship! Sign up to be Pew Cleaner in 2025

Th hs still .
July 6 Howard & Roberta Craven & Sue Carver ere are many months still open
Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in

July 13- Birthday & Anniversaries—Sarah Circle/ VonLackum Lounge.

Genesis
July 20-
July 27-
Sign up for 2025 Sundays today! If no one signs up, °
there might not be fellowship. ® NORTHEAST IOWA
@ P L]
L AP

We continue to serve large
numbers from our Food Nook.
Donations of grocery bags,
persona] care items, one-dish We will take a break for the summer and
meals are always needed. resume in September

Volunteering at the Northeast lowa Food Bank

New Volunteers are needed!

Contact Donna Brown if you’re interested in serving.

Holy ground

For me, there’s nothing quite like taking off my sandals in the summer and walking through the grass. But when
our sons were infants, neither shared that love of going barefoot. When we’d attempt to lower them to play outside,
they'd raise their legs, trying not to touch the tickly, prickly, green ground.

“Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned Moses through the burning bush. “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground” (Exodus 3:5, NIV). In God’s presence, Moses faced a turning point: either
resist God’s instructions or obey, leading the Israelites out of Egypt.

Maybe taking off my sandals this summer can remind me that I’'m standing in God’s presence. | may not hear a
booming voice, and | might just be standing at the kitchen sink doing chores. Or | might be at a barbecue, with the
opportunity to truly listen to my neighbors. God’s presence permeates life’s big moments as well as the mundane.

How can you “take off your sandals” and enter what God has for you?
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Worship — Why and How
John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

In 2022, | made a presentation about Music in The African American Church to this
congregation. As the presentation progressed, it became a presentation of ‘Why and
How We Worship.” | asked the question, “Why have we become, in many instances, so
constrained in the way we worship God? Are we worried what someone will say if we
shed a tear when a song which brings a memory to mind? Are we worried what the
reaction will be if we say ‘Amen’ or clap our hands or stand on our feet in affirmation of
God’s worship music or message?” For many, the answer is ‘Yes.’

Why do we worship God? The answer for each is individual; however, collectively, it
should be about reaffirming God’s presence in our lives, the blessings God continues
to bestow on each of us, even when undeserved, and the comfort in knowing, no
matter what has happened, is happening, or will happen, God has us cloaked in His grace, love, and forgiveness.

How we worship is dictated, to a degree, by denomination. It should not be. As told to the participants, our religion
should be experiential, not ritualistic. No matter what the denomination, if the spirit moves within your heart and spirit,
let it move you in whatever way makes you feel closer to God. God does not compartmentalize how He loves us,
forgives us, and nurtures us, so why do we compartmentalize the way we worship Him. When attending sporting
events, we are never shy in showing our enthusiasm for the team, the coaches, and players. Why do we constrain
ourselves when in the house of worship? We should always be loud when giving God praise.

Why have we compartmentalized the amount of time designated to worship God? Does God not bless us 24 hours
each day of our lives? Why do we only give God 1 or 2 hours, at the most, to praise Him. Why is it we relegate our
praise to Sunday? As the music in the church is experiential, so should worship. One song title says, “Everyday Is A
Day of Thanksgiving” and another says, “| Need Thee Every Hour.” If the words are a true indication of our
thankfulness and dedication to God, why do we begrudge spending an hour or two worshipping and praising His
name? Why don’t we praise Him with all the enthusiasm we display during sporting events? God is with us 24 hours of
each day! Why shouldn’t we take the time to praise Him any hour of any day?

These questions will have individually variant answers but to answer the questions: 1. “Why do we worship God? 2.
“How do we worship God?” Each of us must take a look inward, search our hearts and souls. Will we continue to bend
to society’s changing forms of worship or praise God with exuberance, reverence, and joy? When we can, truthfully,
answer this for ourselves, then we can worship God in a more individual and experiential way.

Scrip Cards for Everyday life! @ RO Ise ng ht

Do you eat at Panera Bread or Papa Murphy’s? Do you shop at
Target or Fareway? We have these cards in our inventory. It's
very easy to purchase a card from Kris Stewart at fellowship and use the card when you shop. It doesn’t cost you any
extra money.

by ShopWithScrip

Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what'’s in stock and how to order the cards you want.

The money from the cards adds up for the church. We have used scrip funds for Dinner with Neighbors, Camera
equipment for the sanctuary, Nativity scene for the House of Hope Christmas Fundraiser, Can openers for the clients
in the food nook, Halloween buckets for Trunk or Treat, Gift Cards for prizes on Trivia Night, and decorations for the
sanctuary for Jazz Sunday. With your continued support, we can do more for Waterloo First UMC. Order your cards
now!
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Excerpts from the
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING
June 19 2025

*If you'd like a complete copy of the minutes,

please contact the office. .

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Prudy Klinger.

Pastor Hojin and Prudy thanked Sharon Miller for her dedicated leadership as the Chair of the administrative team as
this is her last meeting. Her caring for others, dedication, wisdom, knowledge, professional experience has inspired,
lead, and shaped the ministry through seasons of change. Sharon has laid a strong foundation for continued growth
and unity for the WFUMC congregation. Thank you, Sharon and good wishes in your next adventures.

Leading -
Pastor reflection on Charge Conference.
Two Bishops presentations were moving and insightful
Four Constitutional Amendments are up for voting
-Regionalization
-Membership Inclusion
-Racial Justice
-Clergy Education
Full inclusive calendar passed with overwhelming support
New District names — Northeast (ours), Northwest, Southeast, Southwest and Central
Sioux City French Ministry financial support for a building to worship in
Memorial Service for Chuck Layton, a former pastor

Youngkwang (Gloria) Lee from WFUMC was commissioned as a Provisional Elder at the Ordering of Ministry and
Retirement ceremony.

Lay Leader — Prudy Klinger reminded the group that goals are set at the Annual Conference in the fall. Each
Committee is to review current goals in June to identify the progress. Goals will again need to be set for this fall’s
Annual Conference scheduled in October. Goals can be new or continued and will be due on September 12 for
approval at the September 18" Ad Team meeting.

Finance - The financial reports were emailed for review. Compared to last year, the cash on hand is down about
$10,000. No apportionments have been paid for several months. Current balance will not cover upcoming bills due
through the rest of the month. Not anticipating a deposit to cover the schedule payments. To cover any checking
account shortfall, the bank automatically has set up a transfer from the Trustees Money Market account. A significant
amount of money is in that account as gifts from estates that are not specified are put in the Trustees account. The
book of discipline guides how money from certain accounts can be used for the general fund. The group discussed that
giving is generally lower in the summer and different times during the month. Unsure of when pledges are paid.
Recommended that a letter from the Finance Committee to the congregation be sent to explain the current financial
position. A motion to cover any shortage in general expenses from the Money Market account until giving covers
expenses was seconded and passed (Arlene Wright/Sam Anderson).

Foundation — Required reports that include detailed information on where monies are sent have been filed. There are
specific requirements on how and what amount of money can be used for operational expenses from the foundation.
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To change the amount contributed to operational expenses would require a lawyer to draft needed documents for
submission to the church and charge conference. Will look to complete by the end of the year.

Matthew 25 — Healthy Kids lowa starts at the Food Nook June 19". Bill and Pam Arndorfer are volunteering to help
this summer. This is taking place of the summer school meal programs.

Membership — Father’s Day gifts, “Popcorn for Pop” was presented to the fathers.
Memorials — Waiting for submissions from the Alter Guild.

SPRC - The Staff Handbook, with changes highlighted, was presented at last month’s meeting for members to review
and make comments. A motion to approve the handbook as submitted with changes was seconded and approved
(Sam Anderson/Larry Klinger).

Technology — Sally Thurman is working with Maximum Site and Sound to turn up speakers under the balcony. Next
week the fiber account software will be switched to new company which will save $200-$300 per month.

Trustees — Carpet squares will be installed in one Parsonage basement room to be used as a
home office.

Worship Team —

6/29 - Picnic at Byrnes Park gather at 10 with service at 10:30. Emails will be sent the evening before or by 8am if
weather is questionable.

7/6 — Reverend Paul Frederiksen preaching — He is a retired Methodist Pastor
United Methodist Men — Pasto Hojin will touch base with other Methodist Men groups.
Lay Member — Larry Klinger has not heard as many concerns about the sound system.

Communication — Discussed transitioning to communicate using the Google platform. Concern about
appropriate security. Pam Arndorfer will research.

Charge Conference — Ad Team members plan to attend on October 26 at St Timothy’s at 6pm. This will also
be a circuit gathering.

Next Meeting is scheduled for July 17, 2025, at 6:00 pm in person.
A motion to adjourn the meeting 7 pm was seconded and passed (Gary Brown/Prudy Klinger)

Respectfully Submitted,
Arlene Wright Recording Secretary
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1— Gemma Clark 24- Ginger Herndon

2- Alison Clark Susie Karns

3- Shelly Gartley 25- Lind Ohl
Kaden Karns Judy Seedorff
Mark Stewart Beverly Toppin

4- Meg Durbahn 27- Kathy Breckunitch
Tate Walker 28- Nohle Cooley

5- Lillian Kimpston 29- Ron Harmon

Thomas Kimpston

6- Sandra Schipper

8- Clarice Wenger 20- David & Donna Morrow 6

11- Keith Messenger 23- Betsy Bentey 31

12- George Warren 23- Pam & Dick Ulffers 59

13- Kristin Locke 24- Phil & Lois Miller 59
Dick Ulffers

15- Prudy Klinger
16- Randy Bishop
Keefer Thurman

20- Kervensley lliome Predelus
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Sunww  |Monw |Tue |(Wed Thwwr Fri Sat

1 2 |3 4 5

9:00 am—Worship on
v @L Waterloo Public Access 17 | 9:30 am— FOOd Nook/ A@}E}
73\—\. 1 | 10:00 am- Church Summer Feeding
( ‘ E g Row Prayer Walk & Program UURT

* Coffee
2025 ME"% 3:00 pm- Worship

7:00 pm- Worship on on CF Public Access
Waterloo Public Chanel 15
Access 17

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

9:30 am- Worship 10:00 am- Church 9:00 am—Worship on

) Waterloo Public Access 17 | 9:30 @m—Food Nook/ 10:00 am— Food
Communion Row Prayer Walk & Summer Feeding Nook
10:30 am- Fellowship Coffee 10:00 am— Church Row Program
12:00 pm- Church Structural & Safety Team

Row Coalition Mtg.
ow Coalition Mtg 3:00 pm- Worship

on CF Public Access
Chanel 15

7:00 pm- Worship on
Waterloo Public
Access 17

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

:30 am— Worshi . : — i
o3 P . Herald Deadline 9:00am WOI’S.hIp on 8:00 am— UMM
10:30 am-Fellowship Waterloo Public Access 9:30 am- Food Nook/
10:00 am- Church S Feedi 9:30 am- Church
12:00 pm-Lunch at Le 17 ummer reeding .
) Row Prayer Walk & Program Row Neighborhood
Christopher’s
Coffee Assoc. Mtg.

8:30 am-Habitat

. _ for Humanity’s . 7:00 pm- Worship on | 3:00 pm-Worship
6:00 pm Women Build 400 pm- Staying Ahead Waterloo Public on CF Public Access
Trustees . 6:00 pm— Ad Team

5:30 pm-Finance Access 17 Chanel 15

Mtg.

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

: — Worshi
9:30 am— Worship 9:30 am— Food Nook/

10:30 am- Fellowship ) Church 9:00 am—Worship on Summer Feeding
10:00 am—Lhurc Waterloo Public Access 17 P
Row Prayer Walk & rogram
Coffec 9:30 am—Herald
Assembly

3:00 pm- Worship
7:00 pm- Worship on | on CF Public Access

Waterloo Public Chanel 15
Access 17
27 28 29 30 31
9:00 am—Worship on
9:30 am— Worship 10:00 am- Church Waterloo Public Access 17 | 9730 M= Fooq Nook/
10:30 am- Fellowship Row Prayer Walk & Summer Feeding
Coffee 10:00 am- Fellowship at Program
Friendship Village
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Return Service Requested

Dated Materials

Altar Flowers

Sign up on the
bulletin board in
VonLackum
lounge to honor an
occasion or

LS (x;
"l SIGN-UP ON THE
BULLETIN BOARD

memorialize a
loved one with

Herald Deadlines 2025 Herald Assembly 2025

altar flowers.
July 15 August 19 July 24 August 28

Let Sally know what you would like printed in
the bulletin for your flowers. September 16 | October 14 September 25 | October 23

media@waterloofirst.org November 4 [December 9 November 13 | December 11
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