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“[oving God by loving and serving our neighbors.”

Reformation Sunday

Conﬁrmatton Service
October 26 9:00 : ! 5 .
Reception fo”owing n ho_ o )

conﬁrmands

Friday October 31
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We are now collecting wrapped
o r I R EA candy to be handed out at Trunk or

% Treat. Please drop it off at the St
h ' Mark Office. We al d lots of
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Help fill the Upper )
Des Moines Foo
shelf

Continued Support for
Upper Des Moines Food Pantry
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Carol, Carole and Phyliss gather for
Naomi Circle Bible study.

Fall Decorating by Paulette and Leslie
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Service Navigators (Emilia with client)



OCHOBERHABRENINGS

CARPET INSTALLATION

The new carpet is scheduled to be installed during the month of October. We will need some
help with our part by moving furniture and other items before work begins in the following
areas: October 6*-10™"—  Carpet main hall, entrances, and office

October 13"-17™"—  Carpet fellowship Hall and Library

October 20t"-24" -~ Carpet halls
Please sign up in the Church Office, or call 712-532-4144

SLEEP INHEAVENLY ' -0:-0y) =¢)r) :i=p)s

PEACE UPDATE
BENEFITING SLEEP IN

Storm Lake area residents have two HEAVENLY PEACE
upcoming opportunities to support the

mission of Sleep in Heavenly Peace, which is
dedicated to ensuring that “"No kid sleeps on
the floor in our Town!”

Build Day in Sioux City

The first event is a “Build Day” scheduled for
Saturday, October 11th, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Sleep in Heavenly Peace
location, 716 Market St. in Sioux City. During
this volunteer event, participants will help
with various tasks such as cutting lumber,
drilling, sanding, staining, and assembling
bed frames. While some jobs require the use @ c T !4TH 4-'?8‘

of power tools, there are also important ' e 8PM
roles for individuals who prefer to assist with ACCEPTING DONATIONS
sorting, quality checking, community S —————
outreach, or bed deliveries. Storm Lake
serves as a “hub” for this location, and the

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS ON-SITE
APPLY FOR BEDS FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-17

Sioux City SHP chapter supplies all the necessary materials—including twin bed frames, mattresses, and
bedding—for beds that are delivered and set up for children in Storm Lake and surrounding communities in
Northwest lowa and Southeast South Dakota. Anyone interested in volunteering for this Build Day is



encouraged to register online at https://shpbeds.org/chapter/ia-sioux-city/ Simply scroll to *Upcoming
Opportunities” to sign up. You may also sign-up at the Welcome Center.

Fundraiser at Smokin Hereford

The second opportunity to contribute takes place on Tuesday, October 14th, from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Smokin Hereford will be partnering with Sleep in Heavenly Peace for a fundraising event, serving ribs donated
by Seaboard Triumph Foods in Sioux City. All proceeds from rib sales that evening will benefit Sleep in
Heavenly Peace. Additionally, donations of new, colorful twin size bedding—including bed-in-a-bag sets
suitable for children ages 3 to 17—will be accepted during the event. For families in need, applications for
beds may also be submitted at this time. For additional information or questions, please call 712-732-5255 or
email hello@stmarkstormlake.com.

D

Praying for one another

Prayer is one ministry that all of us can do on behalf of
others and ourselves. Just letting people know that
others are addition to offering prayers for the persons on
this list, please remember to offer prayers for yourself

and your family members.

PRAYERS- we are all invited to keep the following persons in our prayers:

Prayers for Healing and wholeness

Carolyn Kies, Joan Hamilton, Nancy Newton, Steve Berg, Mark Johnson, Carolyn Stille, Gladys
Eddie, Ed Anderson, Donna Schulz, Steve Korner, Alex Kron, Dick Mooney, Caleb Vander
Broek, Kristine Taylor, Dianne White, Tony Bodholdt, Julie Egland, Cheryl Lustgraaf, Kim
Anderson, Cheryl Crampton, David Walker, Greg Kruse, all persons seeking healing and
wholeness, all persons seeking healing and wholeness

Prayers for persons on active duty in the US Military Service
Aiden Deitering, SLPD Officer A.J. Chase, SLPD Officer Gerardo Bravo, Ed Bochtler

FALL START UP FINANCIAL GIFTS

We want to thank everyone who is financially supporting the ministries of
this congregation. The sharing of financial gifts to support St Mark during
the early Fall months are especially needed as historically May through
September are the months when giving is the lowest. During the summer
months we have had a number of unexpected repair projects that need
immediate attention, and now during the early months of Fall Sunday
School and Confirmation Materials, Bibles have been ordered; online
media and lessons subscriptions have been updated so that we are ready
to begin classes this weekend. Your gifts would be greatly helpful. In
August we launched our new giving portal. It is really easy to use, all that



https://shpbeds.org/chapter/ia-sioux-city/
mailto:hello@stmarkstormlake.com

you have to do is open the camera app on your phone and point it
towards the QR code next to these words and press on giving the words
myamplify when they appear.

BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR DAVE PROPHETIC WISDOM FOR

“The Tears of Things”- Richard Rohr has come out with a new book
entitled The Tears of Things. In this easy- to- read book, he taps into the

wisdom of the Old Testament Prophets as a resource for looking at our
world around us today. | plan on offering a Sunday morning study on the
book beginning November 2 for several weeks. Pick up a copy and join me.
You can learn more about the book, and to download the study guide, go
to https://thetearsofthings.com/

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING RICHARD
Those in attendance: Joan Christen, Deb Mortensen, Cindy Smith, Steve ROHR

Berg and Pastor Dave. Megan Sullivan and Jodi Bihrer were unable to
attend.

New York Times bestselling author of The Universal Christ

1. Lutheran Lakes Bible Camp Capital Appeal Presentation
Members participated in a Zoom presentation by Kris Gregersen for Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp fund
raising. He reviewed camp history and the current needs of the camp to bring facilities up to date. He
shared their capital campaign goals and asked for St. Mark support. Council members agreed St. Mark
would support but would get back to him on a timeline and amount of support.

2. Approval of Agenda —Deb reviewed the agenda. Cindy suggested adding stewardship to unfinished
business. Deb made a motion and Steven seconded to approve the agenda with the added item.

3. PrayerConcerns & Devotions - Pastor Dave offered prayers for our country in wake of the Charlie Kirk
assassination today.

4. Reports -

a) Secretary Report —The August council minutes were reviewed. Deb made a motion to approve and
Joan seconded. Motion approved.

b) Treasurer’s Report —Joan reviewed the financials. Expenses for the year currently exceed receipts by
about $21,000. Receipts were up considerably for the month with a generous gift for the steeple
project.

c) President’s Report — Deb shared her thanks for God’s Work Our Hands Sunday and for all who were
involved in the nice brunch. Rally Sunday is this coming Sunday, the 7th. Thanks also for help with the
congregational meeting.

d) Outreach —Cindy reported beds continue to be delivered for Sleep in Heavenly Peace. October 14 is a
fundraiser with Smokin Hereford. Proceeds from donated ribs will go to SHP. Refer to the flyer in
newsletter, eNews and bulletins. Generous donations continue for UDSM.

e) Children and youth — Sunday School begins on September 7.

f) Congregation life — Steve has been helping Pastor with various tasks around the church that help free
up Pastor time. He continues to greet Facebook viewers on Sunday mornings.


https://stmarkstormlake.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d653c458a5e061b3a7324414&id=b406b1a3be&e=b7064b9f76

g) Property —Pastor shared in Jodi's absence that Jodi has been in contact with Power Solutions for
options of getting power to a sign for the steeple when that project comes to fruition. A broken
window on the north side of the building is being repaired.

h) Endowment —No report.

5. Unfinished Business
a) Carpet Installation dates

i. Week of 10/6 — Main entrances, narthex
ii. Week of 10/13 — Fellowship hall and library
iii. Week of 10/20 — Balance of hallways
iv. The Marcus Lumber carpet representative suggested carpet for the office reception and hallway
areas to have visual continuity with the narthex. This area was not included with the original bid.
Council agreed to fund the additional cost of $3,000 from undesignated memorial funds.

b) Technology —A deposit of $28,425.54 (75% of total bid) was made to Zone for materials for the
security project. Council members asked if there was a completion date for this project. Pastor Dave
will find out and inform the Council.

c) Steeple —Pastor Dave and Jodi have been working on getting measurements, etc. for the engineer,
city staff and Nagel Signs. A generous gift of $20,000 was made by Clair Thompson and his family for
the steeple relocation. More funds are needed and donations are welcomed.

d) SMLCWebsite and Church Administration Software (transition) —the giving portal is live; new
church management software is now live; new website is now live; he is closing the old services. Still
lots of work to do.

e) Personnel Policy — Pastor reported the background check portal for all who work with children is now
open. Pastor gave Deb the forms for all people working with children to complete. Names will be
given to Pastor and he will start the process for each person. The actual policy regarding background
checks is in process.

f) Snow plowing and sidewalk cleaning — will now be done by Medina Lawncare and Snow Removal
LLC.

g) Stewardship — Deb and Cindy volunteered to draft a letter to go to all members.

6. New Business- none

7. Pastor’s Report — Pastor shared he presided at three weddings for community members over the summer.
He and Leslie will be spending time with their daughter Lauren and her husband Luke the week of
October 13 to help them with projects in their new home. Rick Lampe will fill in for him for worship on
October 19.

8. Deb will send an email to all council members to determine date and time preferences for the next council
meeting; either October 8th at 7:30 p.m. or the gth at 6:00 p.m. Cindy made a motion to adjourn. Joan
seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m.

-Minutes submitted by Cindy Smith



SIT, KNIT, CROCHET ETC. KHITTIVC & CROCHET
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Join this group of crafters on the first Thursday of the month at 1:00 PM

in the library of the church. Whether you enjoy knitting, crocheting, = €5 &b au
coloring, painting or you just want to join a fun group. No matter how o D EED
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many attend, there is always a lot of laughter and great conversations

with this group. They will meet October 2", at 1:00 PM.

CONGREGATION TREASURER'’S REPORT FOR August 2025

Receipts for August- $48,016 up $15,927 from July
Expenses for August - $45,526 up$19,326 from July
Receipts exceeded expenses - $2,490

Expenses exceeded receipts for the year $20,943

Operating Balances:
Unrestricted Funds
Checking account - $67,495
Savings account - $161,705
Total $229,200
Designated (Memorial) Restricted Funds —$129,086
Month End Balance $100,114

-Respectfully Submitted — Joan Christen SMLC Treasurer — September 10, 2025

FRIENDS WITH FOOD IN SEPTEMBER

The latest distribution of food was on Thursday,
September 18™. Once again, volunteers (pictured are
students, ready to help, waiting for the food truck) from
the community worked together to help feed more than
100 households for deliveries, and as many more families

as we can help throughout the entire month until our
next delivery on October 16th. Friends with Food is a partnership of St Mark, Service Navigators of BV
County, SALUD, Western lowa Synod- ELCA, Food Bank of lowa, and other persons from the Storm Lake
area who work together to deliver a monthly food distribution to those who are permanently or temporarily
homebound and with no easy access to transportation. If you know of someone who needs food, or you
would like to help, contact Di Daniels 712-299-9863, Julie Cook 712-732-4968 or Jane Hartwell 712-732-5255.



PARKINSON'’S SUPPORT GROUP st. Mark is reaching out to the

;«' community to offer community, encouragement, and information for all the

N7 people with Parkinson’s disease (and spouses). The Parkinson’s Support Group
wants to thank all the people at St. Mark for allowing them to meet at the church.
They will next meet on Tuesday, October 14" in the fellowship hall at 1:30pm.

NAOMI CIRCLE will meet on the third Wednesday of the month. Join the group on Wednesday,
October 15th, 9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions, contact Gloria Rohlfsen at 712-660-

0217 pag—— '

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN

The Orphan Grain Train is a Christian volunteer organization that

provides clothing and other relief items to people in need, including
those in lowa. In lowa, the Orphan Grain Train lowa West branch has distributed clothing and other items to
shelters and schools in locations like Fort Dodge and Storm Lake. There is also a location in Ida Grove where
the organization ships items to other countries. You are invited to drop items off at the church office or
contact Gloria Rohlfsen or call her at 712-660-0217 for pick up arrangements.

BOOK DISCUSSION

We will meet October 12 after worship in the library for our discussion of “The 6
Collected Regrets of Clover” by Mikki Brammer. The book.... “follows Clover
Brooks, a death doula in New York City who has dedicated her life to helping
people through their final moments but neglects to live her own life.” The novel
uses the perspective of death to celebrate life, encouraging readers to reflect
on what makes a life worth living. The discussion group is open to all. Please
feel free to join us!

ST MARK WOMEN

ARE NOW GATHERING ITEMS FOR COLLEGE STUDENT SNACK BOXES

The St Mark WELCA Women will be packing College Student Boxes soon in the Fellowship Hall. If you have
someone in college, please forward their name and address to janehartwell@stmarkstormlake.com or drop it
off in the church office by October 4th. We are also collecting items for the boxes such as small candy bars,
fruit snacks, popcorn packets, and cookies need to be individually wrapped. No home baked goodies. Please

bring your items to the church office. Cash donations would be appreciated to help pay for the shipping
expense. The boxes will be packed on the afternoon of October 8.

LIFE SERVE BLOOD DRIVE

Life Serve staff wants to thank everyone for donating and helping to save lives. The next blood drive is
Tuesday, October 7. If you would like to give blood at the next drive, you can register online or text


mailto:janehartwell@stmarkstormlake.com

LIFESERVE to 999-777 to make an appointment. If you would like to know any other info about donating
blood and Life Serve Blood Center, just click on this link, or contact Jane Hartwell in the Church Office.

CARING PAWS RESCUE

Caring Paws is a nonprofit organization in our community. Their
mission is to help stray dogs and cats and their goal is to build an
animal shelter in Storm Lake. Through the generosity of St.
Mark Lutheran Church, they have found a home, a place to hold
meetings both the volunteer group and the Board of Directors.
Additionally, their recycling bin is at the base of St. Mark parking

lot. If you have any questions or concerns, please call, Sue
Lyngaas at 304-646-6120. She is always happy to hear from anyone caring about animals.

SERVICE NAVIGATORS IN BV COUNTY

"Building connections with community and resources” The Service
Navigators of BV are grateful for the working space and the
support that St. Mark has given them. We are establishing office .
hours at St Mark on M, W, F afternoons, but a lot of our work . - ’ 9‘&:’_4:1__455
happens out in the community. As Community Health Workers - DS
(CHWSs) we connect people to the services they are looking for. We [&# ,5y
also keep our BV county Resource Repository updated and '

accessible. Ourteam is growing as at least 5 more people from Storm Lake will be taking the CHW
(Community Health Worker) training this fall. The Service Navigators of BV County are: Ana Sanchez, Emilia
Marroquin, Selynna Butler. Andrea Taylor, and Di Daniels.  Phone- 712-730-3045 On Facebook
Facebook.com/Servicenavigators.bv Email- servicenavigatorsofbv@gmail.com

LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA

' As we watch the leaves begin to turn and feel the first crisp hints of fall in
( the air, we're reminded that seasons shift but God’s love and our call to

LUTHERAN SERVICES IN I0WA  Serve remain constant. This summer has been a season of growth,

connection, and transformation. Through your support and prayer,
Lutheran Services | lowa continues to stand as a beacon of hope and
empowerment for families across our communities as evident in the personal testimony below.
If you have any questions, please reply to this email or reach out to Deborah Whitford, LSI’s Senior Director of
Philanthropy and Church Relations at Deborah.Whitford@LSlowa.org 563-676-2065.

Now, it's time to celebrate.

Join us on October 17, 2025, for a special fundraising event commemorating 160 years of shared impact. The
event will be held at the holiday inn des moines airport, and it promises to be an evening of celebration,
remembrance, and connection. Tickets are $100 each, with 10 seats per table. Whether your church fills a seat
or an entire table, we would love to see your congregation represented at this historic event.Please register
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online. If you'd like to sit with friends from your church, include their names in the seating request section of
the form. Order your tickets online. We look forward to celebrating with you!

UPPER DES MOINES FOOD CART: Anyfood and other items are always need at Upper Des

Moines. The grocery cart continues to stay in the Narthex for those of you who want to donate. The grocery
items do not change much. These items are always a necessity at Upper Des Moines: Cereal, oatmeal,
canned fruit & vegetables, beans and rice, spaghetti sauce and pasta. Meat is very much needed (lunch meat,
hot dogs, ground beef, ground pork, chicken). Freezers are available at Upper Des Moines, please drop
refrigerated and Cereal, oatmeal, canned fruit & vegetables, beans and rice, spaghetti sauce and pasta. Meat is
very much needed (lunch meat, hot dogs, ground beef, ground pork, chicken). Freezers are available at Upper Des
Moines, please drop refrigerated and frozen food items at Upper Des Moines. Other items needed are: laundry
soap, dish soap, shampoo, body soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, paper towels. Thank you! Your
donations are greatly appreciated. And thank you to Cindy Smith for delivering items to Upper Des Moines.

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
1614 West 5th Street
Storm Lake, lowa 50588

YOU CAN CONTACT US AT:

Phone: 712-732-5255
Website: hitp://stmarkstormlake.com
Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/

Email: janehartwell@stmarkstormlake.com
Email: hello@stmarkstormlake.com St Mark‘

Email: pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com
Lutheran Church

We are located at 1614 West 5t
Storm Lake, IA 50588
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