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WHIRL SUPPLIES   • WHIRL KIDS STORY BIBLES  • WHIRL KIDS STUDY BIBLES  • DVD  • LEAFLETS

What is happening in this story?
This first creation story shows a God who creates through ordering, 
separating, and naming. In this story, God creates order from chaos, a 
theme that continues throughout the history of the Jewish people, as 
well as the Christian story. These first passages give the reader a glimpse 
of what is to come—war, death, chaos—but also what God will do in the 
face of such conflict—namely, redemption, salvation, connection, and 
order. Above all, this story reminds us that God’s sovereignty and the 
essential goodness of creation remains imprinted on the world.

What does this story mean for kids?
This story is the beginning of the beginning—the beginning of our 
collective story as a community of believers. To understand the rest of 
the story, it’s important to know how it all started, with a powerful God 
who intentionally created the world. And God called it all good. For kids, 
it’s a glorious and inviting image of a God who is intimately involved with 
every aspect of the world.

Why this theme?
Sometimes it’s easy to think about our world being chaotic—there’s a lot 
of brokenness in the world. However, even in its most broken places, God 
is still immediate and present. God’s order set the world in motion and 
still reigns today.

In the Beginning
ORDER
GENESIS 1:1—2:4

TEACHING TIP 
God created us to be 
creators, creative in 
God’s own image. This 
is a great lesson to 
reinforce this message 
for kids. They are 
all creative and can 
make things and bring 
order to their world, 
just like God did in the 
beginning.

GENERAL SUPPLIES LESSON SUPPLIES 
•	Markers
•	White paper (11 x 17 in.)
•	Scissors
•	Glue sticks

•	Construction paper (various 
colors, precut into 4-in. 
squares, 7 per kid)

•	Flashlight
•	Play dough
•	Whirl Classroom Song CD
•	Music source



WELCOME 15
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Circle up with kids for an opening 
conversation.
Before God created the world, there was chaos! 
Who can tell me what chaos means? Kids may find 
chaos difficult to define, but they’ve seen it. Messy 
houses. A noisy bus ride. The playground at school. 
Nothing makes sense. All we can make out is disorder. 
Give them a moment to talk about the concept in their 
own words. In the beginning, before God created the 
world, there was chaos. When God created light, 
the earth, plants, animals, and the whole world, God 
brought order to the chaos.

Pray together: Creator God, we thank you for the 
beautiful creation you have made. Help us learn how 
to be creators, just like you, and care for your world. 
Amen.

Pass out leaflets.
In the creation story, God created pairs of things 

that seemed like they were opposites, but they matched. Use your finger and trace 
each path to connect the pairs. What is darkness paired with? (light) How about 
Otto? (Ada) Repeat with the sun (moon), plants (trees), land (sea), and fish (birds). Older 
kids can help younger buddies follow the paths as needed. Like these pairs, chaos and 
order are matching opposites in God’s creation. Collect their leaflets until Respond.

Gather kids around the screen where you’ll watch the video.
When something is messy, do you clean it up? The kids work together in today’s 
video to create something beautiful from something messy.

View Episode 1, “Our Lot of Life,” on the Year Gold Fall DVD.

Ask kids these questions about the video:

•	 What were the kids in the video doing in the parking lot?

•	 When have you tried to bring order to something in chaos?

•	 Name something in your life that you can change to bring more order to your 
world.

•	 How do you feel when you are a part of creating something?

•	 What do you think God is creating today?

Do some kids arrive 
early? Try this.
Turn off or dim the 
lights. Give the kids a 
flashlight, and let them 
play flashlight tag. For 
a less competitive 
option, have kids “tag” 
inanimate objects. 
Remind kids that in the 
beginning, there was 
darkness, and God 
created light.



HEAR 15
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Open your Whirl Kids Story Bibles and Whirl Kids Study Bibles.
Have older kids find a younger buddy. Invite them to find “In the Beginning” on page 2 of the 
Whirl Kids Story Bible. Before God created the whole world and everything in it, there 
was nothing. It was chaos. One thing at a time, God brought order to the chaos. With 
light, and day, and night, and land, and sea, and on and on, God created the world, then 
God created us. In the video, we heard the words from the Study Bible. Now let’s read 
the story in our Story Bible.

Pass out play dough to each kid. Ask kids to close their eyes and sculpt what is happening in 
the story while they listen. Read aloud “In the Beginning,” starting on page 2 of the Whirl Kids 
Story Bible. After reading, have kids open their eyes. Reinforce the story by asking them to 
again sculpt key words from the story: light(bulb), flower, fish, etc.

Read Ada and Otto’s questions and comments on each page. Then read Genesis 1:26-28 
and what Gabe says about that passage on page 6 of the Whirl Kids Study Bible.

Ask these questions after you read the story: 

•	 What happened after God was finished creating?

•	 What did God tell the humans in the story?

•	 How did it feel to try to be creating something with your eyes closed?

•	 What is something you wish (like Ada) God had not made?

•	 What is your favorite part of creation?

Play together!
Divide kids into groups of two or more kids, with at least one strong writer in each group. Give each group a 
large sheet of white paper and markers or crayons. We’re going to listen to a song called “Earth and All 
Stars.” The words of the song name lots of things in God’s creation, but the words move fast! Work 
together to listen and write down or draw as many of the things named in the song as you can.

Play the song “Earth and All Stars,” track 4 on the Whirl Classroom Song CD, while kids listen and write down 
the things they hear. At the end, have groups compare lists. God has done marvelous things! If you were 
going to write a song about God’s creation, what would you include in your song?

If you watch the video again, 
pay attention to how each 
character finds a way to 
be actively involved in the 
transformation of the empty 
lot.

The Hebrew word for chaos 
is tohu, which translates 
to “formlessness.” It is not 
necessarily something bad. 
Tohu is like God’s play dough, 
something ready to be 
transformed!

How does your church care 
for God’s creation? Create 
a list of ideas of things the 
church can do to care for 
our world. Share the list with 
a church board member or 
minister.

BIBLE BIT WATCH IT AGAIN OUR CHURCH 
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RESPOND 10

LAUNCH 10

Pass out leaflets, construction paper squares, scissors, and glue sticks.
Unfold and tear off leaflet square. 

1.	 What do you see on your leaflet? (dirt, empty stems, grass) In the video, the Whirl kids saw an 
empty lot that was filled with dirt and trash. What did they do with the lot? (transformed it into 
a garden) We’re going to create a garden of flowers on our leaflets, like the Whirl kids created a 
garden in the video.

2.	 Help older kids find a younger buddy to work with.

3.	 You have seven squares of construction paper, one for each stem on your leaflet. Fold each 
square in half twice.

4.	 Use your scissors to cut small shapes and patterns along the non-folded edges of your 
construction paper squares. This is commonly known as the “snowflake technique.” Help ensure 
that kids don’t cut any of the folded edges entirely off. Older buddies can help younger buddies cut as 
needed.

5.	 Open each of your squares. You made beautiful flower buds! Use glue sticks to glue one flower to 
each stem on your leaflet.

6.	 Invite kids to share their completed gardens. Notice how they are similar and different. Each of your 
gardens is unique, just like God made each of you unique. What’s your favorite characteristic that 
God gave you? Kids may share about physical characteristics, or skills and gifts that God gave them.

Circle up with kids for a quick review.
Today we learned about God’s creation, and how we can create things too! How did the kids in the 
video help in God’s creation? How do you help? How does what we do help to bring order to our 
world?

Pass out leaflet panels and markers.
God created everything we see, hear, touch, and experience in the world. God created each of us! 
We can create things too. In the first cloud on your leaflet, write or draw your favorite thing that 
God created. In the second cloud, write or draw something you can create in God’s world.

Send kids out with a blessing.
Circle up with kids. God blesses all of us. And that means me (place a hand on your chest). And that 
means you (place your other hand on the shoulder of the kid next to you). Each kid passes the blessing by 
repeating those words and actions. When the blessing makes it back to you, say, Go and bless the world.

Thank kids for coming today. Remind them of the Family Square on the other side of the leaflet.


