Carderock Campout - Oct. 26/27 2013 - The first semi-annual

On the last weekend of October, eight Carderock families joined together for an overnight
campout on a beautifully wooded campsite known as the Marsden Tract Campground along the
Potomac River just two miles from our neighborhood. We arrived in the afternoon amid Blue
Heron hunting for fish and ducks paddling in marshy grasses as we carried our gear by backpack,
duffle bag, wicker basket, and little red wagon.




Upon arrival we found striking tones of yellow and brown foliage interspersed with dashes of red
that burst with a crisp clarity only found on a sunny fall day.

After scouting out perfect tent sites geodesic and ribbed shelters sprang up under the forest
canopy like giant nylon mushrooms.




Children ran down the paths to the river hopping over trees to find the sandy beach that poked
into the river like a ribbon bound by rocks, woods, and water. This was the fishing beach where
rods were cast and tied under the watchful eye of Susan Smith-Pinelo who helped several
children excitedly embrace their first fishing experience.
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Hot dogs and marshmallows on sticks were favorite fair cooked by kids hovering over the fire.
Hot chocolate warmed hands as the flames kept the cool of the evening at bay. Guitars were
broken out and the first song sang by the group was an old tune by Woody Guthrie "This Land is
Your Land". Headlamps bounced as kids visited tents, played card games, and wandered in and
out as songs were played and sung into the night.

So much fun was had that our next foray into the forest will be in spring since no one wants to
wait until next fall. It's now looking like the "Carderock Campout" is well on its way to
becoming a semi-annual event (a rite of spring and fall) due to the eagerness of all.




