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AUG 5: COTTON TENT TALK IN ARIZONA CITY

AUG 13: MARICOPA COUNTY FB ANNUAL MEETING

AUG 19: COTTON & COFFEE -7:30AM CENTRAL-

AUG 20: STATE SUPPORT PROPOSALS DEADLINE

AUG 20-22: 2025 NCC MID-YEAR BOARD MEETING

AUG 27: WEATHER STATIONS AND OTHER TOOLS FOR

               OPTIMIZED IRRIGATION AND CROP MANAGEMENT
SEPT 1: LABOR DAY

RAINMAKER
SPONSOR:

THE ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL
BILL ACT BOLSTERS THE

COTTON INDUSTRY

UPCOMING DATES

COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION—
YOUR
UNIVERSITY
PARTNER IN THE
FIELD

AUGUST 2025

NOTICES

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER INDUSTRY INFORMATION
Adam Hatley, President l Jadee Rohner, Executive Director

dr. peter ellswork
University of Arizona 
Arizona Pest Management Center

CALL FOR RENEWAL
RESEARCH PROPOSALS

FINAL WEEKS TO APPLY:
ECAP DELIVERS BILLIONS

IN RELIEF AHEAD OF
AUGUST 15 DEADLINE

RELIEF IN REACH: USDA
OPENS SDRP FOR 2023–
2024 DISASTER LOSSES

GRAHAM COUNTY

https://1drv.ms/b/c/0abff02680af92ca/Ef7APo6YRvNJshqWBzviOzMBU2Ni4QSCTYDcVg7lWLC_Hg?e=ZbcxFT
https://www.maricopacountyfb.org/events
https://www.cottonboard.org/cotton-coffee
https://www.cotton.org/news/meetings/2025midyear/index.cfm
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/diaa-elshikha_campbellscientific-licor-onsethobo-activity-7336478137456742400-OisO?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA8MmvMBwUDVOMJfyaPyggjB60o9UIwYzWQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/diaa-elshikha_campbellscientific-licor-onsethobo-activity-7336478137456742400-OisO?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA8MmvMBwUDVOMJfyaPyggjB60o9UIwYzWQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/diaa-elshikha_campbellscientific-licor-onsethobo-activity-7336478137456742400-OisO?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA8MmvMBwUDVOMJfyaPyggjB60o9UIwYzWQ


Behind every smart decision in your field, there’s a good chance Cooperative Extension had a hand
in it. Cooperative Extension is the public face of your Land-Grant University, bringing the resources of
the University of Arizona directly to you—Arizona’s growers, pest managers, and communities.
You’ve likely been to one of our meetings, read an Extension bulletin, or talked with a County Agent.
But behind each touchpoint is a network of specialists, educators, and researchers working to
support your success. Through Arizona Cooperative Extension, we deliver practical tools and real-
time guidance to help you understand and select varieties, manage pests, conserve beneficials,
improve soil health and irrigation efficiency, reduce input costs, manage resistance, and meet
market demands for sustainability.

One of the key hubs for this work is the Arizona Pest Management Center (APMC), where Extension
experts work to refine and promote Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices. We work with
industry products and conduct independent research to determine their safety and effectiveness in
your cotton systems. Whether it’s developing thresholds for pests like whiteflies and Lygus bugs,
assessing pesticide risk, or supporting new crops like guayule, our work is grounded in collaboration
with Arizona’s ag industry.

And it’s paying off: Arizona cotton growers have some of the highest yields in the world, with fewer
sprays, lower costs, and greater returns thanks to IPM advances supported through Cooperative
Extension. Arizona’s cotton growers have saved more than $600 million in reduced spraying costs
and pest losses over the last 29 years- read more in the recent report published here.

All of this is made possible through federal, state, and local investments in Extension. Our shared
goal is to keep Arizona agriculture thriving—now and into the future.
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This Month's Newsletter Sponsors are BASF & Farm INC.
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On July 4, 2025, President Trump signed into law
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA)—a wide-
reaching legislative package with critical wins for
U.S. agriculture. The bill passed the Senate by a
51–50 vote on July 1 and cleared the House on July
3 with a narrow 218–214 vote.

The National Cotton Council (NCC) praised the
passage, calling it “a significant step forward for
cotton producers, the cotton supply chain, and
the broader agricultural community.” NCC
Chairman Patrick Johnson emphasized the bill’s
importance in “providing vital support to help us
continue to provide the world with the highest
quality fiber while navigating ongoing
challenges.”

The legislation delivers key updates to the farm
safety net, including:

Figure 2. Active ingredients tested in contact trials against cotton seed bug.
Several partially selective and fully selective products show promise at maximum

field rates.
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THE ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL ACT BOLSTERS THE COTTON INDUSTRY

An increase in the seed cotton reference price to $0.42/lb, significantly raising potential PLC
payments.
Enhanced support for the Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO)—with increase coverage level
of SCO to 90% in addition to the 80% premium support for cotton producers
Raised loan rates for both upland cotton ($0.55/lb) and Pima cotton ($1.00/lb), along with
improvements to loan repayment provisions.
Doubling of funding for USDA trade promotion programs, and increased textile mill assistance.

These changes are designed to reflect modern market conditions and provide stability for
producers navigating economic uncertainty. According to NCC, the reference price adjustment
alone could increase PLC payments from $64/acre to $150/acre, based on an example of $800lb
PLC lint, and a 1,925 cottonseed yield (payment value will vary based on the producer's yield).
In addition to direct farm support, OBBBA contains permanent tax relief that benefits family farms
and rural businesses—raising the estate tax exemption, expanding Section 179 expensing, and
allowing full expensing of equipment and machinery.

The Association supported the bill throughout its development, urging our  lawmakers to back
provisions that reflect the needs of our state’s producers. The final package includes many of the
reforms Association has long advocated for.

As implementation begins, the National Cotton Council has expressed its commitment to working
closely with USDA to ensure producers nationwide benefit fully from the bill’s provisions.
Click here for a full breakdown of what the OBBBA means for cotton.
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The Arizona Cotton Growers Association State Support Committee
is calling for renewal proposals for the 2026 Funding Year (Jan 1 to
Dec 31, 2026). Given the limited grant funding available for the
upcoming year, the Committee will only consider renewal
proposals under the Cotton Incorporated State Support Program
to benefit the Arizona Cotton Industry. 

Water will always remain a key focus for our industry. To the right
are the additional research topics (listed in order of priority)
considered most crucial for the Arizona cotton industry currently.
The ACGA has outlined the top five research topics deemed
essential for the Az Cotton industry presently. While the
Committee emphasizes these priorities, they are open to proposals
that introduce new and inventive ideas, even if they do not directly
align with the established priorities. The deadline for receipt of
proposals is 5pm (close of business day) on Wednesday, August 20,
2025. This is a firm deadline. For additional information contact
Jadee Rohner at jrohner@azcottongrowers.com.

CALL FOR RENEWAL RESEARCH PROPOSALS

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is urging producers to take final
action as the sign-up window for the Emergency Commodity Assistance
Program (ECAP) closes on August 15, 2025. Backed by $10 billion in funding
from the American Relief Act of 2025, ECAP is designed to help offset
economic losses tied to the 2024 crop year, offering direct payments
based on reported acres rather than yield or revenue.

FINAL WEEKS TO APPLY: ECAP DELIVERS BILLIONS IN
RELIEF AHEAD OF AUGUST 15 DEADLINE

Producers who reported eligible commodities to their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office by
March 10 should have received pre-filled applications. However, those who planted—or were
prevented from planting—eligible crops and did not receive pre-filled forms are still encouraged to
apply by contacting their FSA office. Applications can be submitted in person, by fax, electronically
through Box and OneSpan, or online via the ECAP portal using a secure login.gov account.
In Arizona, ECAP has proven to be more than a stopgap—it’s a reinvestment tool. Payments helped
producers cover essential input costs like seed, fertilizer, fuel, and water, enabling them to move
forward with planting decisions for 2025.

With just days remaining before the application deadline, producers are encouraged to review ECAP
eligibility guidelines and contact their local FSA offices with any questions to avoid delays in
payment.For more information or to apply, visit the FSA's ECAP webpage.

mailto:jrohner@azcottongrowers.com
http://login.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/emergency-commodity-assistance-program


Signed into law on December 21, 2024, the American Relief Act of 2025 delivers an unprecedented
$30.78 billion in disaster assistance, extending the 2018 Farm Bill and targeting recovery for
agricultural producers impacted by severe weather in 2023 and 2024. Of that total, $20.78 billion is
reserved specifically for revenue, quality, and production losses due to adverse weather events. While
the broader relief package includes commodity-specific allocations—such as $10 billion for crop
assistance and $2 billion for livestock losses—the centerpiece of the effort is the newly established
Supplemental Disaster Relief Program (SDRP), backed by $16.09 billion under the Disaster Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2025.

Administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), SDRP marks a new chapter in federal efforts to
address crop, tree, and vine losses tied to natural disasters. In Arizona, where irrigated agriculture
dominates, producers may face added challenges under program guidelines that often prioritize
dryland farming impacts. In April 2025, USDA designated 15 Arizona counties as primary natural
disaster areas due to prolonged drought conditions for the 2023 and 2024 crop years. Given our
unique production systems and potential complications with loss documentation, growers are
strongly encouraged to stay in close contact with their local FSA offices to monitor updates, seek
clarification, and prepare for enrollment as SDRP details continue to be finalized.

The program will be implemented in two stages. Stage 1, now open for enrollment, delivers
payments based on existing crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
data, covering eligible losses from 2023 and 2024. These payments are initially calculated at 35% of
total eligible losses, with the potential for increases as funds allow. Payments are designed to top
up indemnified losses, refund premiums, and use streamlined application processes—pre-filled
forms were mailed on July 9, and an online portal will be available via login.gov early this month.
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RELIEF IN REACH: USDA OPENS SDRP FOR 2023–2024 DISASTER LOSSES

Thus far USDA has approved 243 applications for
Arizona producers, total payments disbursed
exceeding 8.44 million dollars. Of that 6.31 million
going towards cotton (upland & ELS). 

Stage 2, expected to open by September 15, will
target producers who were not covered by
insurance or experienced shallow losses not
triggered by traditional coverage. Details around
Stage 2’s structure and delivery are still
forthcoming, and questions remain about how
effectively the program will ensure equitable
access across regions and commodities.
As producers face compounding challenges, the American Relief Act of 2025 and SDRP offer critical
financial support and stability. But the window for participation is limited, and preparation is key.
For the latest information and application access, visit:
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/20232024-supplemental-disaster-assistance

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/supplemental-disaster-relief-program-sdrp/dashboard
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/supplemental-disaster-relief-program-sdrp/dashboard
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/supplemental-disaster-relief-program-sdrp/dashboard
http://login.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/20232024-supplemental-disaster-assistance

