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From Pastor Todd

I'd like to begin by expressing
how incredibly proud of you
I am, First Church. You have
held fast to hope. You have
opened your hearts to the
incredible and humbling
power of Jesus who shapes
us as His people. You have
loved sacrifically, addressed
conflicts, prayed fervently,
and you have been patient
in waiting for God to speak. Over these past six months,
God has placed before me the image of a ship being
rebuilt; the ship being our community, and one of many
ships in God’s grand fleet across this world. I've found
it a useful image and a powerful one. Useful, because
it provides us with a context for understanding the
moment we are in. There are boards, ropes, and sails
in need of replacement and mending. The collective
leadership of First Church has been hard at work behind
the scenes addressing facility needs, updates to our
policies and procedures, and moving us toward stronger
financial accountability. It is a slow and steady effort. The
image is powerful because it implies that there will be a
time to pull out of harbor and once again set sail. That
time is on the horizon. | can feel it. How do we prepare
ourselves for that moment? I've found the following
guote from Margaret Wheately helpful at this point.Inan
article titled When Change is Out of Control, she writes:

“Itis possible to prepare forthe future without knowing
what it will be. The primary way to prepare for the
unknownisto attendto the quality of ourrelationships,
to how well we know and trust one another.”

Her statement fits perfectly with the ship metaphor. Inthe
same way that you want healthy relationships with your
crew, the health of the relationships in our community
is paramount. So how do we prepare? We practice the
way of Jesus in the context of our relationships. We do
the “Jesus stuff” We seek forgiveness when it is asked
of us. We extend forgiveness when it is asked of us. We
invest in one another. We celebrate God’s faithfulness
in each other’s lives. We grieve alongside those in our
midst who are grieving. We love by serving and listening
just as Jesus served and listened. As we draw near to
the summer season may we be a people who continue
to love in the way of Jesus. May we make room for new
additions to our crew. May we diligently prepare for
the journey ahead by investing deeply in one another.

-Pastor Todd Willard

Amplify & ShelbyNext Financial

We are making great strides toward the activation of our
new church management software. Amplify is the name
of the new program that First Church will use to manage

congregational needs and

communications. ShelbyNext
N

Financial is the name of the
new program that First Church
will use to manage its financial
records. Stay tuned for further
details and instructions on
how to connect through
these user-friendly programs.

First Church Awarded Security Grant

First Church recently received notice of approval for a State of Connecticut grant that offers support
to houses of worship seeking to address security needs. The grant is valued at up to $50,000, and is
the result of an application submitted by a team of individuals at First Church.
of current needs, it was determined that the first priority is to address surveillance camera needs for
the preschool areas and the parking lot. Current video equipment in those areas is more than twenty
years old, and does not function properly. Funds from the grant will be used to replace the old cameras
with a new system, which can be expanded in the future into other areas of the First Church campus.

Following a review




INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR NEW SENIOR PASTOR
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At 2:00 PM on Sunday, February 25, over 260 members,
pastors from local churches, and friends gathered in
the Meetinghouse to celebrate the installation of Rev.
Todd Willard as the 29th Senior Pastor at First Church.
Individuals who participated in the service were of
particular significance to Pastor Todd, including Ted
Willard and Tegan Willard who read scripture, and
former pastors Wayne Luman and Tessa Beauregard
who led in the Prayer of Installation. A special message,
Remembering the Password of Your Calling, was
delivered by Rev. Dr. J. R. Briggs, a leadership coach to
Pastor Todd.

The service concluded with a Benediction given by
Pastor Todd, and the brilliant Toccata from Symphony
No. 5 by Charles Widor, played by Sean McCarthy. A
reception honoring Pastor Todd, hosted by the deacons,
followed in the Wells Area.

Remember your leaders, those who spoke fo you the
word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith. -Hebrews 137

THE HEIFER PROJECT
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In Memory of Dr. Bill Haines

The churchwide Heifer International Lenten Fundraiser
was a huge success! This fundraiser in memory and
honor of our dear Dr. Bill Haines, raised $5,600, far
exceeding the $500 goal to buy one heifer! Due to the
generosity of our congregation, from preschoolers to
senior citizens, we raised $2,700, which was matched
by a generous donor within the Heifer community.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to such a great
cause! If you are not familiar with Heifer International,
and it’s far-reaching impact on world hunger and family
food stability, please visit them at https://www.heifer.org.

A Personal Thank You from Joan Haines

Many thanks to the “young & old” who gave to Heifer
International in memory of Dr. Bill Haines. He is truly
smiling in heaven thinking about all of the animals
going to needy families throughout the world as a
living gift in his memory. A special thanks to Vicki who
thought of this wonderful memorial & Pastor Todd’s
enthusiasm for it to happen! Thank you for this Blessing!

Joan Haines & Family
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP— SUMMER 2024

“SCUBA: Diving into Friendship with God.” Vacation
Bible Camp will run from July 22-July 26 from 8:45 AM
- 12:00 PM for ages 4 years to completed 5th grade. This
wonderful summer event includes daily non-stop fun,
with children moving from station to station, guided
by loving leaders doing crafts, outdoor games, singing,
Bible stories, yummy snacks, and a mission project! This
year’s theme is Scuba; Diving into Friendship with God.
We will learn that God is a friend who is real, who loves,
who we can trust, who is a friend forever, and who is for
everyone!

We look forward to our groups of frogfish, seals, sharks,
and dolphins swimming around First Church in July! We
hope you will join us!! Invite your neighbors, friends, and
family for a week of fun! To register as a participant or
as a volunteer, please visit the church website, www.
firstchurch.org/events. For questions, please email
family@firstchurch.org.

NEW INFANT/TODDLER ROOM

" . — —

Our new Infant/Toddler Room (IT Room for short) is already
a blessing to parents! Room 201 is on the first floor of the
Marsh Building and is designed for children from birth
through 36 months of age. It is clean, safe, child-friendly,
and is located close to both services. It includes a beautiful
new crib, purchased by the Emerson/Carlson family, in
memory of their wife, mom, and grandmom, Wendy
Emerson. It is a thoughtful gift remembering a woman who
loved volunteering with our babies.

Caregivers are available during both worship services on
Sundays, and a simple Bible lesson for the 1-2 year olds is
available! If you are interested in volunteering in the “IT
Room”, email Vicki Huffman at family@firstchurch.org.

Summer Sizzlers 2024

Children’s Ministries’ summer programs begin on Sunday, June 23 and will run through September 1. We will
be offering church school at both 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM, with the first Sunday of the month at 10:00 AM only.
Summer is a time when our regular teachers take a break. We need your help to keep our programs going
strong. If you are willing to help on a short-term basis with one of our 3 age groups, the sign-up poster will be
available in the Wells Fellowship Area in mid-May, or you can email Vicki Huffman at children@firstchurch.org.




BOOK OF LIFE

ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE

Donald Zahnke, January 13,2024

Susan Vandermark, February 4, 2024
John “Jack”Burns, February 5, 2024
Patricia (Pat) Gronback, February 6, 2024
Tom Mazzarella, March 13, 2024

Peter E. Rodick, March 26, 2024

BAPTISMS
Sophie Robin Hinchey, April 7, 2024
Olivia A. Phillips, April 7, 2024

Sunday Worship Times

First Sunday of the Month-combined
service at 10:00 AM with communion
in the Meetinghouse.

All other Sundays:
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM
in the Meetinghouse

Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM
in Keith Jones Hall

Both services are LIVE on our Youtube
Channel at First Church Wethersfield.

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

FIRST NOW-If you would like to receive
our weekly email First Church Now, email
marief@firstchurch.org.

GIVING-For info about e-giving—
contributing via a monthly automatic
withdrawal from your bank account—call
the Finance Office at 860-529-1575x123.
You can also give online at firstchurch.org
(the ONLINE GIVING tab.)

STAFF LISTING
Kerry Alleyne......ccecveervessssssecseenns Custodian
Josh Arcata Director of Youth Ministries
Eddie Cruz Custodian
Marilyn Danielson...........co Office Assistant
Mike Davis. Property Manager
Marie Fabian.. ...Communications
Diana Ferraro Finance Manager
Diane Galloway.............cccosmd Director of Caring
& Women'’s Ministries
Vicki Huffman.......Director of Children’s Ministries

Rob Lundy........ccommeces Director of Technology

& Production Services
Sean McCarthy........coomeeeerennns Director of Music
Phoebe Ostergren.......eeens Receptionist
Lisa Roncaioli...........cewweeeees Director of Preschool
Nathan Scalise.....ereeeeevnnsnnenn Contemporary

Worship Leader

Todd Willard Senior Pastor
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SUMMER BBQ'’S

Wed, June 26 Wed, July 17
Wed, July 3 *Fri, July 26
Wed, July 10 Wed, July 31

*In conjunction with Vacation Bible

Save the Date! June 2nd!
Annual Financial Meeting

Our Financial Meeting will be held on Sunday,
June 2, following the Combined Service in the
Meetinghouse. Copies of the Financial Report
will be available on the table in the connector.
All members are urged to attend this meeting.

Summer Course

On Wednesday nights, beginning at 6:30 PM and ending at 8:00 PM,
First Church will be offering The Prayer Course. This is an eight-week
course that will be led by Pastor Todd and friends, beginning June
12 and ending July 31. The Prayer Course was created by Pastor Pete
Greig of 24/7 Prayer International and uses the Lord’s Prayer as a
framework for approaching our posture and practice of prayer. As we
seek to move forward in response to Jesus' call, prayer is the heartbeat
of our work. To register for this course, contact Marilyn Danielson at
marilynd@firstchurch.org. If you would like more information on The
Prayer Course and 24/7 Prayer International, visit www.24-7prayer.com.
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Spring Work Day

Our next Work Day is coming up on Saturday,
June 1, from 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM. We will be
mulching, planting, and working on other out-
door projects. Following our hard work, we will
enjoy a delicious barbecue together on the lawn.




