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LET’S TALK SUMMER!

If you were at our Youth Sunday service, you may have walked away reevaluating your conversations (and judg-
ments) about teenagers, just like I did. One specific phrase that I recalled from my many conversations with teens
was, “How are you?” In Jackson’s sermon, he focused on his constant answer, “I’m fine,” but what I cannot get
out of my head is what a terrible question “How are you?” really is.

It’s basically a closed-ended question pretending to be open-ended. It is asking the responder to give details
about their life in the few moments between other moments. It is a lazy way to have a conversation, and if I am
being honest, it doesn’t really fit the community of Brenthaven. Brenthaven is the kind of place where we keep
up with one another, relate to one another, and invest in one another. So, I want to provide you with some tools
for conversations with children or teens in your life. Repeat after me... “What are you doing this summer?!”

Church camps, VBS, and mission trips are right around the corner, and I think most teens would love to talk
about them. In fact, I bet many of you have memories and stories from your time at these events. Here is an
overview of the many events planned for this summer:

* Synodic Camp is May 31-June 5. Synodic welcomes students who have completed grades 9-12 and takes
place at Crystal Springs in Kelso, TN. The theme for this year is Kazros (one of the Greek words for time).

* Vacation Bible School is June 8—11. Many of our youth and children participate in or volunteer for this
event! The theme for this year is Shake It Up!

* Junior Camp is June 14-19 at Crystal Springs and welcomes children who have completed grades 2-5. The
theme is Finding Nemo!

* Youth ROCKS Mission Trip is June 20-26, and we are headed to Missouri! We will be serving nonprofits
in Lebanon, MO, and surrounding areas. (Come to our Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser on May 3rd!)

C.P.Y.C. (the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth Conference) is July 5-10 at Bethel University in
McKenzie, TN, and welcomes students who have completed grades 8-12. The theme for this year is Cal/ Me!

* Middle School Camp is July 12-17 at Crystal Springs. Students who have completed grades 6—8 are invited
to attend. The theme for this year is I the Wilderness.

This is a busy summer, and that doesn’t even count the many family trips, Boy Scout events, band camps, dance
intensives, and more that are happening in the lives of our children and youth. I hope to become even better at

asking good questions of our members and youth, not asking questions that stunt our relationships, but instead

asking questions that grow our friendships deeper.

Growth requires showing up. Showing up for a church camp can help your faith to grow, and showing up for one
another helps our relationships to grow. And who knows—maybe showing up for one another could help our
faith to grow, too.

Love ya,

g~

Register for all Youth ROCKS Summer Events Here: Brenthaven.org/Youth.




JOIN Us GROUPS

Sacred Steps: This is a group that gets together to
walk, enjoy the beauty of nature, and reflect on God’s
creation. Our first meeting will be on April 11 at
10:00 am at Deerwood Arboretum. Contact Renee
McCulley if you’re interested in joining.

Paint & Sip: We will meet monthly at the church
on Thursday nights at 5:45 pm, starting April 16.
Each month we will create a simple scene step-by-
step, no experience needed! As we create, we will
enjoy wonderful tea while we reflect on thoughtful
prompts designed to spark encouragement, grow as
a community, and make us think deeper about God
and his creation. Bring a friend and an open heart,
and wear clothes you don't mind getting messy! Please
contact Rena Sutton or Suzanne Ghianni.

GRADUATION NOTES

«' It’s hard to believe we are nearing the
. s end of another school year. A display is
in the church narthex highlighting our
high school seniors. Please take a moment to fill out
a card on the display for Jackson Campbell, Grady
Deaton, and Leah McCulley. Include your wishes,
prayers, or your support and guidance as they prepare
to take the next steps in their journey. You also may
bring your own cards. We’ll present these special

youth with a Bible during our worship on Sunday,
April 26.

SCENES FROM EASTER SUNDAY

It was a beautiful Resurrection Sunday, and we
were thankful that it was comfortable enough to do
our Easter Egg Hunt out- LS 7; »
side. We had about 20 :
kids hunting and many
youth excited to hide the
eggs. We were grateful to
host extended family
members and to meet a
few new ones. The kids
were rewarded for their efforts with a generous bag
of candies, as well as spring flower seeds and card
games to play with family. Thank you, church family!

ATTENTION ALL CP WOMEN...

Brenthaven Church is hosting this year’s NRWM
Spring Meeting. It will be Saturday, April 11. We
will gather at 9:00 am for refreshments and the meet-
ing will start at 9:30 am. Afterwards we will enjoy
lunch together in the Fellowship Hall. A lunch love
offering will be donated to Sacred Sparks Ministry/
Loads of Love.

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

The View from Lake Como by Adriana Trigiani
is this month’s selection for the BookEnd Book
Club, meeting on Thursday, April 16 at 9:30 am
in the Adult Library.

Fed by the authot’s cherished Italian roots comes
a bighearted, hilarious novel of the story of one wom-
an’s determination to live a creative life that matters,
with enough room left over for love. With a one-way
ticket to Italy, Jess is determined to write a new story
on her own terms.

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP
April 26: Graduate Recognition Sunday
May 31-June 5: Synodic High School Camp
Jun. 8-11: Vacation Bible School
Jun. 14-19: Jr Camp
Jun. 20-26: Youth ROCKS Mission Trip
July 5-10: CPYC
July 12-17: Middle School Camp

Shake It Up VBS—Let's Get Cookin'!

Monday, June 8—Thursday, June 11
(5:30-8:00 pm)

M This yeat, we're bringing kitchen
\) fun to the kids at our Vacation Bible
SHICIIP S chool, “Shake It Up Cafe: Where Kids
"~ Carry Out God's Recipe.” The chil-
dren will become chefs-in-training and will discover
God's recipe for life. You are invited to be part of
this important ministry. We still need volunteers to
help with shepherding the children. See Rena or
contact the church office if you’d like to help.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Recent Additions
Barbara Dial

Members

Ty Allen, Jeri Behan, Joan Bledsoe, Phyllis Burkhalter,
Ben Davis, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn

Ewen, Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul
Gonzales, Madge Graves, Jackson Gross, Suzanne
Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, Barbara Loyall, Dawn &
Walter McBee, Marty Morris, Rose O’Hara, Jack Phillips,
Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Janiece Redmon, Jodi Rush,
Phil Slagle, Porter Stark, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane &
James Talley

Family and Friends

Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Millie Benefield (mother of
Karen Benefield), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe Mallpy), Mary Ruth
Campbell (stgp-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Quinn
Campbell (great-nephew of Linda Pulley), Lauren (friend of Ame
Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewart), John
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewars), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law
of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (danghter-in-law of Kathy & Bill
Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen
Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Fetty (uncle of Aaron Ferry),
Charlotte Galambos, Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett),
Harriet Gilliam (fivend of the Rushes), Miklos Gerendas, Amy
Glenn (daugbter of Becky & Ronny Jones), Gregg Gross (father of Ben
Gross), Chazz Jones (fiiend of the Crafting gronp), Hudson Jones
(friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (danghter of co-worker of
Sharon Malloy), Walter McBee, Jt. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Bettie
Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes (fiiend of Walter
McBee), Siggy Mennen (great-granddanghter of Barbara Dial), Colton
Osbotne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent
Jobnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey
(co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd),
Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), Haden Scott (brother of
Frank Scort), Marjotie Shepherd (mother of Sharon Mallyy), Casey
Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry
Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling,
Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Jim
Summitt (uncle of Blair Summirt), Gary Tessar (friend of Jan
Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor), Lynn
Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of Cindi
& Jobn Edwards), Jack Whitmote (father of Brooke Gross)

NEED LUNCH PLANS?

We’ve got you covered. Come to our Spaghetti
Lunch Fundraiser on May 3rd at noon and support
Youth ROCKS as we get ready for our mission trip
to Missouri. Good food, good company, and a great
cause—you really can’t go wrong!

[ omesm

At the recent Boots & Buckles Ball, our own Joan
Bledsoe was honored with g
a standing ovation as the
Living LLegend of the
Franklin Rodeo. She has
attended every rodeo for <
75 years and rides in every ;9? X
parade. This year is no L
different; she will be riding
horseback, of course, in the 5§
upcoming parade. :

As a supporter, Joan was
honored by the Noon
Rotary of Franklin, which has raised over
$2,000,000.00 in the last two years, distributing to
more than 70 charities throughout Williamson County.
She said she was very humbled to receive such an
honor. Congratulations, Joan!

Pictured with friends (standing left to right) LaQuita
Scaife, Joan, Tina Issette, & Rotary member on horseback.

THANK YOoUuU!

Brenthaven Congregation: Thank you for your
words of encouragement and prayers. I “passed”
my two-week knee replacement checkup on Mon-
day! Long road ahead for full recovery, but your
support makes the difference.

Thank you, Jim Tilley

LET'S CELEBRATE CLARKE AND ANNA

Join us for a Wedding Shower in honor of Clarke
Allen and Anna Jacobsen this Sunday, April 12 at
noon in the Fellowship
Hall. A light lunch will be
served. Clarke is the son
of Jane and Greg Allen.
Hosts are Cheryl Morris,
Jonelle Summitt, Christi
Peppers, and Sharon
Malloy.

Clarke and Anna are registered at:
https://www.zola.com/registry/annaandclarke
(includes Crate and Barrel and Williams-Sonoma)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 11

April 9 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) Second Sunday of Easter (white)
April 11 9:00 AM CPWM Regional Meeting (Sanctuary) Acts 2:14a, 22-32;
10:00 AM Join Us: Sacred Steps (Deerwood) Psalm 16;
April 12 9:30 AM Sunday School 1 Peter 1:3-9;
10:45 AM Worship John 20:19-31
12:00 PM Wedding Shower (Anna & Clarke)
5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room)
April 14 10:30 AM Bridge Group (Youth Room)
6:30 PM Session (Adult Libra
‘ v STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR APRIL 5
April 15 6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room)
April16  9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Aduit Library) OPERATING BUDGET
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) Dedicated Giving $20.00
5:45 PM Join Us: Paint & Sip (Ar Room) Donations towards Budgeted Expense 21,759.00
April 18 9 AM-3 PM Doll Show (Fellowship Hall) Weekly Need 10,835.00
April 19 9:30 AM Sunday School Received Year-to-Date 132,212.11
10:45 AM Worship Actual Spend Year-to-Date 165,881.93
5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room) Difference -33,669.82
STAFF & LEADERSHIP
Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders
Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
’ ’ Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins

Linda Pulley, Director of Music
Amity Marsh, Organist
Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)

Russ Deaton
Joe Malloy

Mike Murphy
Ame Satterwhite

Frank Scott
Scott Strickland




