
September 13, 2026 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

FORGIVENESS IS FOR ME 
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WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 
to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
COMMUNION  

The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that 
only members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to speak 
with anyone who would like to commune with us in the future. 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Up. Reaching Out. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Lenin Arthanari leninarthanari@hotmail.com 602-481-0345 

John Enter enter706@gmail.com 507-380-0933 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 

Ryan Pearson ryanppearson26@gmail.com 575-430-1994 

 

WEBSITE: MyLambofGod.org 
CALENDAR: MyLambofGod.org/calendar 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/MyLambofGod 
INSTAGRAM: @LambofGodLutheran 
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The Gathering    
                                                   
OPENING HYMN: Oh How Good It Is 

Forgiveness Is for Me 



4 

 
INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Most merciful God, 
 
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE: You Are My All in All 

 
You are my strength when I am weak,  
You are the treasure that I seek;  
You are my all in all.  
Seeking you as a precious jewel,  
Lord, to give up, I’d be a fool;  
You are my all in all.  
 
Refrain:  

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name!  
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name!  
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Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,  
Rising again I bless your name;  
You are my all in all.  
When I fall down, you pick me up;  
When I am dry, you fill my cup;  
You are my all in all.  
 
Refrain twice (second time, slower on the final “worthy is your name”)  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly provide for all 

our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful 
to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only ourselves, lead blessed 
lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 

The Word     
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph was quick to forgive his brothers. 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17‘This is what you are to say 
to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating 
you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When 
their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they 
said. 

19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured 
them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:29–5:2 

Kindness, compassion, and forgiveness are marks of God’s Church. 

29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid 
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

1Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Speak, O Lord (CWS 735) 
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SERMON: Matthew 18:21-35 

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or 
sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was 
brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

26“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will 
pay back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded. 

29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it 
back.’ 

30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay 
the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went 
and told their master everything that had happened. 
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32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt 
of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?’ 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until 
he should pay back all he owed. 

35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or 
sister from your heart.” 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers    
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
  
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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  Holy Communion    
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

C: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only members 
of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone who would like 
to commune with us in the future. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: His Mercy Is More 
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Oh How Good It Is; Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Russ Holmes & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2014 Getty Music Publishing (BMI)  

You Are My All in All; Dennis Jernigan; © 1990, Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. (admin. PraiseCharts.com)  

Speak, O Lord; Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music; admin. EMI CMG Publishing. International copyright secured. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

His Mercy Is More; Matt Boswell and Matt Papa; © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs, Getty Music Publishing, Love Your Enemies 
Publishing, Messenger Hymns (admin. Music Service, Inc.)   

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

BIBLE CLASSES 
 
SUNDAY CLASSES 

Children’s Sunday School will be held this morning after our service and fellowship. At the sound 
of the bell, children will meet at the front of church. 

Adult & Teen Bible Study will meet this morning in church after the children’s Sunday School 
lesson. 

 

FOUNDATIONS CLASS 

The next round of Foundations classes will start this Wednesday, September 16, at 5pm, and 
continue weekly on Wednesdays at 5pm. This class is intended for those who wish to become 
members of Lamb of God as well as members who would like to review the basic truths of 
Christian faith. If you would like to attend, contact Pastor Koepke so he can prepare materials.  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
One of our Life Groups will be a study for women at church on Monday 
evenings at 7pm. The study will use the book Ordinary Lives, 
Extraordinary Grace - God's Purpose in Your Every Day. The study will 
be five sessions: September 21, October 5 & 19, and November 2 & 16. 
If you have questions, contact Laura Palmer at LBP@alum.mit.edu  
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GIVING TO LAMB OF GOD 
If you wish to give your offering to Lamb of God online, this QR code is provided for 
your convenience. Several types of payment are accepted on this secure site. Thank 
you for your financial gifts to assist with the ministry of Lamb of God. 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND CARE 
If you wish to request prayer for yourself or someone else, you may fill out the 
request on the Communication Card or use this QR code. This is also a way to reach 
the Caring Committee if you need other assistance as well. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SHARE & CARE  
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our water collection for the Heat Relief Project. The 
bottled water is being distributed to people who go to a cooling station and will provide needed 
hydration during the heat of the day. 
 
ROMEOs 
Football is back! This month’s ROMEOs lunch will be at PreGame. We will meet on Tuesday, 
September 15, at 12:30pm. PreGame is a new restaurant located at 4142 E Chandler Blvd, 
Ahwatukee (formerly CK’s Tavern). They offer game day classics like smash burgers, wings and 
other fan favorites. Football attire optional.  
 
CARING CARDS 
Check out the available cards for various occasions. Please consider donating at least $1/card 
taken. Thank you for supporting this ministry.  
 
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP HOSTING 
There are Sundays open in the next several months for you to host a fellowship time. If you have a 
special occasion you would like to share, note it on the board in the kitchen as you sign up. If you 
want a date beyond what is on the board, just make a note. Thanks to all for hosting! 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
There is a beautiful new art print in the Fellowship Hall, “He Came For Me.” This was 
purchased with donations to my husband, Denny Andrews’ memorial fund after his passing 
on April 21, 2025. I want to thank members of Lamb of God, his family, and friends whose 
contributions helped make this beautiful addition to our church home possible. 
~ Pam Andrews 


