
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Holy Eucharist Rite I 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

Sunday, October 4, 2026  8 AM  
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  
The people standing, the Celebrant says, 

 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

    
 COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS  

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 

love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 

Prophets. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us, 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE  
Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 

we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 
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For thou only art holy; 

thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 

and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of 

your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 

us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 

and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF A SAINT 

 

Almighty God, you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses: Grant that we, 

encouraged by the good example of your servant Francis of Assisi, may persevere in 

running the race that is set before us, until at last we may with him attain to your eternal 

joy; through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 

the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
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Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all 

your work. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the LORD your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, 

and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 

and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to 

us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come 

only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 

and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 

and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 

nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
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7 The law of the LORD is perfect 

and revives the soul; * 

the testimony of the LORD is sure 

and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just 

and rejoice the heart; * 

the commandment of the LORD is clear 

and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean 

and endures for ever; * 

the judgments of the LORD are true 

and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

more than much fine gold, * 

sweeter far than honey, 

than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 

cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 

then shall I be whole and sound, 

and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on 

the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 

born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as 

to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 

More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
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through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 

to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 

prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader           The Word of the Lord.   

People           Thanks be to God.   

 GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:33-46 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then 

he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, 

he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his 

slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, 

more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 

them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they 

said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So 

they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner 

of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will 

put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 

will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will 

be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
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When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 

they regarded him as a prophet. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

  

 THE SERMON  

 

THE CREED  

All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble. We pray for the sick especially 

Jo Ann Hartswell, Morgan, Nancy Coffin, the Krauses, Tammy Juerjens, Clare, Beverly, 

Pam Franks, Pat Hawkins, David Louro, Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Br. Richard 

Biernacki, David Henritzy, Ashley Wilson and and all those on the Christ Church Prayer 

List.   

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe and for our own Bishop Sally French; and 

for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died especially Philip Bickerton, Robert Kramek, Helen 

McKinley, Winnie Renton, Myra Hasler and William Chapponi, that they may have a 

place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 
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  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

  Silence may be kept. 

  Leader and People 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

  known and unknown, 

  things done and left undone; 

  and so uphold us by your Spirit 

  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

  to the honor and glory of your Name; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest says  

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. 

Matthew 11:28 

 

THE PEACE  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

Then the Celebrant and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

Announcements: 

Birthdays 

Jonathan Casey 10/04, Madison Szoke 10/05,  

Corrine Waller 10/06 

 

Anniversaries 

Susan & Michael Mikkelsen 10/06  

Greg & Ellen Quirk 10/07 
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The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God.   Ephesians 5:2 

THE DOXOLOGY 
All things come of thee, O Lord. And of thine own have we given unto thee. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

SURSUM CORDA  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 

  

PROPER PREFACE  

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 

give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Because thou are greatly glorified in the assembly of thy saints. All thy creatures praise 

thee, and thy faithful servants bless thee, confessing before the rulers of this world the 

great Name of thine only Son. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

 

SANCTUS  

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 

didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son 

Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 

redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did 

institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 

precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is 

shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 

remembrance of me." 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 

thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 

make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 

great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and 

Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto 

us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and 

bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may 

worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 

with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 

be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 

glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 

always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 

Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 

us. Amen. 

 

INVITATION  
The Gifts of God for the People of God.   

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 

faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

DISTRIBUTION  
If you are unsure as to whether or not you are permitted to receive communion, please 

know that you are! All are always welcome at God’s table! 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 

towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 

the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 

everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 

with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works 

as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

The priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ! 

People Thanks be to God.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

The flowers that grace the Church are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Phil Bickerton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

Those for Whom We Pray 

Jo Ann Hartswell, David Henritzy, Morgan, The Krauses, Tammy Juerjens, Nancy 

Coffin, Clare, Beverly, Becky Hamm Leger, Pam Franks, Eileen Browne, Braden 

Grootenboer, Michelle O'Mahony Barr, Dean Kolojeski, Marianne Robbins, the Rev. Dr. 

Cathy Bickerton, Ralph Barth, Pat Hawkins, David Louro, Dennis and Samantha,  

Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Laura Tozio-Ross, Stanley lyczek, Jay, Cindy Roberti, Ted 

Owen, Br. Richard Biernacki, Lisa Sassone, Thomas Wilson, Jim Cross, Joyce Caldon,  

Mary Musser, Warren S., Lynn F., Ericka M., Chris,  Marianne Robbins, Debbie, 

Morgan, Nicholas C., Eddie Edabach, Millie, Alex and Carly Kovalevich,  Kay Lynn 

Jantz, Pat Murphy,  Jack, Ashley Wilson, Craig, David,  Lou Friedersdorff,  Sandra 

Noecker, Judith Brown, Joann Hartswell, Ronnie Warren, Michael S., Katie, Naomi, 

Preston, Rafi,  Shanda,  Steve Kruft,  Chris, William Willis, Denise, Jane Strong, Naomi,  

Edward Liska, John,  Henry Campbell,  Lisa  Campbell,  Barbara Hutchinson, Annabelle 

Suarez, Jackie Butler, Allison Geist, Auston Dimitry, Russel Poles,  Maryellen S., Martin 

Spindell, Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D, Carmen Holmstrom, Steve Brody,  

Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Lilly, Sawyer Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami, 

Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Emily Straniero  

Birthdays 

Jonathan Casey 10/04, Madison Szoke 10/05,  

Corrine Waller 10/06 

 

Anniversaries 

Susan & Michael Mikkelsen 10/06  

Greg & Ellen Quirk 10/07 

In Memoriam 

Philip Bickerton, Robert Kramek, Helen McKinley, Winnie Renton, Myra Hasler and 

William Chapponi 

 

SERVING OUR WORSHIP 

Celebrant and Preacher 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton   

Music Director 

John Balme 

Altar Guild 

Rita Grootenboer, Vicky Mariocca, Judy Forys,  Menay Drake, William Drake 

Lectors 

Colette Morris and Michael Cummings 

Altar Servers 

Linda Barth and Michael Cummings 
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