
Prayers from Sunday, August 9, 2026

Carol and friends, Jason, Heidy, The Porter family, The Ortega family, Lucy, Dave, The Allen family, Beverly, The Kennedy family, The Erney 

family, Ann, Barbara, Karen, Erin, Bobby, Hal, Loretta, Bill, Ericka, Jenny, Suzie, Joanne

Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift your prayer requests that were submitted.  Please send your prayer for inclusion 

in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org or call  703.671.8557. 

Flower Dedications: The flowers in the sanctuary are given by

Flower Dedications: A white rose has been placed in memory of Dena Chambliss, who died 

on May11, 2026, mother of Necia Chambliss, grandmother to Ava Chambliss.

Service of Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and World: In a time of 

turmoil and anxiety, you’re invited to pause, pray, and find peace at our monthly 

prayer service, held on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 PM in the Chapel.

Our next service will be Wednesday, May 27 at 7 PM in the Chapel. We will offer 

a special prayer for the Ortega family ahead of their asylum hearing on May 28 at 2 

PM. An additional prayer service will also be held on Sunday, May 31 at 10 AM.

Together, we’ll pray for healing, mercy, and hope for our community, nation, and 

world, trusting in the peace of Christ that “transcends all understanding.” Come as 

you are, all are welcome.

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” Wednesday, June 24 from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria 

Pastry Shop. Join her for some coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! She’ll be taking a break for July and August. 

The Book of Esther “For Such a Time as This”: The Book of Esther is the 

perfect summertime read with all the essential elements of a thrilling romance novel 

(without the clinch cover).  Its characters are classic- a young, strong woman 

disregarding cultural norms; a villain full of pride and self-interest; a wise old man with 

a steady hand and heart; and an incompetent ruler who eventually authors his own 

downfall. It is a sarcastic, light-hearted read. But, beneath the surface, the narrative 

explores the deeper themes of power, wealth, fear, racism, and genocide. Join us this 

August as we explore this remarkable story together and discover what Esther still has 

to teach us about courage, faith, and hope. 

August 16: Threat and Response, Preaching: Rev. Rob Schenck, 

Scripture: Chapters 3-4
Special Mention: Rev. Schenck is a prominent social activist, author, and 

speaker in Washington D.C.

August 23: Denouement, Preaching: Rev. Christian White, Scripture: 

Chapters 5-7
Special Mention: Back to School Blessing

August 30: Celebrate Good Times, Preaching: Rev. Christian White, 
Scripture: Chapters 8-9

Special Mention: Purim Adjacent Event immediately following worshipEsther Lectures - Sundays at 9:30AM in the Chapel: All are invited to join 

Christian the first three Sundays in August for a short lecture on the Book of Esther. 

The lectures will be introductory in nature but will offer you the opportunity to come 

to a deeper understanding of the book for worship and preaching. Childcare will be 

provided. You are invited to submit your questions in advance to help guide the 

discussion. All questions are welcome! August 16th: Origins

Help Stock Our Toiletries Pantry: Help us provide essential hygiene items for our 

neighbors in need. We are collecting women's pads (#4 & #5), deodorant, toothpaste, 

soft toothbrushes, dental floss, shampoo, bar soap, and toilet tissue. Our goal is to 

collect 60 of each item by the third Wednesday of every month. Donations may be 

placed in the collection area in the narthex outside the sanctuary. Prefer to shop online? 

You can purchase items through our Amazon Wishlist Here. Thank you for helping us 

care for our community!

FUMC Food Mission with ALIVE!: Our next Food Mission Distribution is 

Wednesday, August 19. Volunteers are needed from 4–6:30 PM, and community 

food pickup will take place from 5–6:30 PM. Sign up to volunteer through our website 

or through this LINK. For questions, contact Meg Broadwell at meg2mtns@gmail.com 

or 202-805-2160.
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FREE Community Meals Continue – We need your help!: The 

Free Community Lunch we hosted on Veteran's Day was a wonderful 

success and we plan to host a monthly community dinner on Tuesday  

March 10th  from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, but we need your help! Volunteers 

are needed to: help set up, prepare food, greet guests, and help wash up 

at the end. If you would like to support in any capacity please reach out 

to Val Berry at valbarlva@aol.com.

Sunday Night Youth Group is officially starting! Youth Group will be from 5 – 

7 PM on Sundays. Youth Group will typically follow the pattern of gathering, praying 

for the meal, then eating dinner together, breaking into our lesson, small groups 

occasionally, closing prayer, then time in fellowship. Help make Youth Group 

possible! There are two ways to assist with Sunday Night Youth Group. We’re 

looking for volunteers to help lead Youth Group and volunteers to provide dinner. If 

you’re interested, use the sign-up below. Have questions about volunteering? Don’t 

hesitate to reach out to Logan at youth@fairlingtonumc.org. Sign up to volunteer 

HERE!

Half-Time Kids Club: Children are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall for a time of games, activities, 

and hanging out on Sunday mornings (April 12th-May 17th) from 10:30-11:00AM.  Coffee will be available 

for the adults, and plenty of ways for the kids to get engaged.  Questions? Contact Christian at 

christian@fairlingtonumc.org.

Family Dinner Night: Join us on Wednesday, May 6 from 5:45–7:00 PM, 

dinner will be a cookout. Enjoy a great meal and fellowship with your church 

family. The cost is $30 per family or $10 per person (financial assistance 

available). RSVP to Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Furniture Delivery Volunteers Needed: Our congregation will be picking 

up and delivering gently used donated furniture with ALIVE! on Saturday, May 

9 from 7:30 AM - 1 PM. It's a ministry that changes lives. Each piece of 

furniture delivered represents more than just comfort—it offers dignity, stability, 

and hope to families who need it most. CLICK HERE to sign up! 

Leadership Team Update:  Your church Leadership Team is pleased to update the congregation on key issues we are 

addressing so far in 2026 that include creation care, our campus, and finances. Please follow the link to find out more about 

the important work happening at FUMC. 

Ministry to the Community - Monthly Food Ministry Needs: Our partner, 

ALIVE!, helps provide shelf-stable foods and fresh produce for our community. In 

addition to welcoming families and offering groceries, we also provide essential 

items for 55–75 families each month. Donations can be placed in the Narthex or 

Fellowship Hall. Toiletries Needed: Maxipads (rated as 2 & 4 w/ wings), 

Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Deodorant - unscented or neutral, Laundry pods , 

Diapers - sizes 4, 5 and 6, Shaving razors, Regular-sized bar soap, Vaseline

Food/Cooking items Needed: Cooking oil (vegetable, corn, canola...) - 24 oz size, 

Salt & pepper - 2-4 oz "picnic" size. Thank you for your generosity in supporting 

this vital ministry!

Pride Concert: Clarendon UMC (606 N. Irving Street in Arlington) will host a Pride Concert, Dancing with Spirit, 

on Saturday May 30, 2026 at 1PM.  The event will feature their adult and youth handbell ensembles, Chancel 

Choir, and Praise Band.  A free will offering will be collected to benefit Camp Free2Be.

Taizé Prayer Services: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer Service on the 

first Wednesday of each month. The next service will be held on Wednesday, 

June 3, at 7 PM in the Chapel. This service is hosted in partnership with 

Fairlington Presbyterian and St. Clement Episcopal Churches. Come, for a time 

time for quiet reflection through candlelight, meditative music, scripture, and 

silence in the tradition of the Taizé community. We will be taking a summer 

break and won’t hold the prayer service in July and August. 

August 28, 2026 – March on Washington: Defend the Vote: On 

Friday, August 28, 2026, the 63rd anniversary of the 1963 March on 

Washington for Jobs and Freedom, civil rights leaders will gather at the Lincoln 

Memorial on the National Mall for the March on Washington: Defend the 

Vote. Registration: Available via the official march site; early sign-up is 

encouraged for planning and safety coordination. Learn more and sign-up 

HERE!

Purim: Thanksgiving, Celebration, and Charity: All are invited to join 

us on August 30th in the fellowship hall immediately following our 

10:00AM worship for a Purim Celebration Luncheon.  Purim is a Jewish 

holiday that commemorates the saving of the Jewish people from Haman's 

plot to kill them. In the Jewish tradition, Purim generally has several different 

aspects to it that include a time of Thanksgiving, a time of Celebration, and a 

time of Charity.  As we enjoy a meal of Mediterranean fare together, there will 

also be guided grateful conversations, activities, games, and special guests, 

and a time of giving to others. No RSVP required!

Annual Chicken BBQ & Yard Sale: The Annual Chicken BBQ and Yard 

Sale will be held on September 12 from 10:30 AM - 2 PM brought to you 

by Fairlington United Methodist Men. Yard sale spaces are a 10 ft x 10 ft space 

on the parking lot with a suggested donation of $20 (collected during the BBQ), 

no pre-registration required. Volunteers Needed: The Fairlington United 

Methodist Men are asking for volunteers to help with set-up, kitchen help, 

grilling, serving, and clean-up. You are invited to help for just a few hours or for 

the whole day. (Volunteer hours are between 6 AM and 5 PM) The proceeds 

from the BBQ provides funds for the Scouts and other community services. For 

information on how you can help, contact Fred Geisler 

fredlgeisler@comcast.net.

Family Camping Trip: Join us for a Family Camping Trip at Burke Lake 

Park, September 19–21! Come for the whole weekend (camping available 

Friday and Saturday nights) or drop in on Saturday for classic park fun—

miniature train and carousel rides, picnicking, mini-golf and disc golf, ice cream, 

the tour boat, fishing, biking, boating, and a stroll on the 4.7-mile lakeside trail. 

Learn more about the park at fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burke-lake, and RSVP to 

Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org to be added to the planning emails.

Upcoming FUWF Book Discussion: All are invited to join a discussion of 

The Lion Women of Tehran, a novel by Marjan Kamali, on Sunday, 

September 20 in the Fellowship Hall from 1-2 pm, preceded by an optional 

brown bag lunch. Point of contact: Carol Weldon, cweldon2@verizon.net.
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 

affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 

operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 

atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

A Note From The FUMC Creation Care Team: The health of humankind is intricately connected to the health of the plant, our common 

home. As a Green Covenant church FUMC has made a commitment to ensure that our presence, prayers, gifts and witness reflect G od’s 

deep love of Creation. During this Lenten season we invite all to consider fasting from single -use plastics.  We have the power to reduce 

waste, especially those forms that most affect human health. Our throwaway culture has a disproportionate impact on the poor and 

vulnerable. To that end please recycle and avoid/eliminate the use of plastic water bottles, Styrofoam and all other non -compostable 

materials. Our kitchen is now well equipped with supplies that support Creation Care. We invite you to join this discipleship .

For other ideas see the VAIPL (Virginia Interfaith Power and Light) Lenten Creation Care calendar 2026. See also Genesis 1; J ob 12:7-10;  

Psalm 148:3-5; Isaiah 42:5; Matthew 6:26-30; John 6:12; Hebrews 11:3.  Download Lenten Creation Care Calendar HERE.

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sanctuary flowers will return after Easter! You are invited 

to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement for worship in memory of a loved one, 

in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sanctuary flowers will return after Easter! You are invited 

to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement for worship in memory of a loved one, 

in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org

Relational Adult Small Groups: A small group is an opportunity for individuals to grow in their faith and 

relationship with God by spending time with others engaged in conversation, study, service, and 

fellowship.  The hope is that Christian friendship will develop and our love of God will grow. You spend time 

with others talking and hanging out!  There is no curriculum, the groups choose what to do.  You might read 

a book together, or you might reflect on the sermon each week, or you might read scripture together. And, 

we also eat together, play together, and pray together. If you would like to join a small group or would like 

more information, contact Rev. Christian White at christian@fairlingtonumc.org who can help you discern 

which group would be best for you.

Spring2ACTion: Fairlington Preschool is participating in Spring2ACTion 2026, Alexandria’s largest 

giving day, with early giving beginning April 8 and the main event on April 22. Your support helps 

sustain Fairlington Preschool’s inclusive, play based learning environment through classroom 

materials, enrichment programs, outdoor learning opportunities, professional development for 

teachers, and on site speech, occupational, and physical therapy services. The goal this year is to 

raise $10,000 to continue making a difference in the lives of children and families in our community. 

Every gift, big or small, makes an impact. Learn more and donate at 

spring2action.org/organization/fairlington-preschool.

The Gift of Water: Through the waters of baptism, we are reminded of God’s renewing grace and gift of water that 

literally keeps us alive. Working to keep water safe, clean, and available to all is a sacred trust. Check out your own water  

usage with this tool at watercalculator.org, which also gives practical tips for reducing use.

Caring for God’s Creation May Pro Tip: Leave no trace. Have a picnic and 

then be sure to clean up all leftovers or debris. Pack it in/pack it out. Take your 

trash home with you. Before you leave, challenge children to see if they can find 

any indication that someone was there. Teach by example. 

• Saturday, June 20 Capital Pride Parade

• Saturday, June 20 Waterway Cleanup 

• Sunday, June 21 UMM Sunday & Switch to Summer Worship at 10 AM

• Saturday, June 27 Alexandria Pride

Habitat Workdays: Join us each Tuesday from 9:30–11:00 AM in the 

Wilderness Habitat for weekly maintenance and care of this special space. 

Meet in the upper parking lot and help us keep the habitat thriving for all to 

enjoy!

Summer Office Hours: Please note that Fairlington UMC's summer office hours are Monday–Thursday from 10 AM–1 PM. Staff remain 

available by appointment outside of these hours. If you need assistance, pastoral care, or would like to schedule a meeting, please contact the 

church office by phone or email.

Fairlington Summer Music 2026: Join us this summer during the 10 AM worship service for 

special music featuring musicians from our

congregation. (schedule is subject to change)

• August 23 Handbell Duet: Cam Carter and David Moore

• August 30 Duet: Lucy Moore and Whitley Ng

• September 6 Kevin Wagner, euphonium

Community Conversation: Civil Rights in Uncertain Times – Join the Alexandria Community Remembrance Project on Friday, 

August 28, 7:00–8:00 PM at Shiloh Baptist Church for a public conversation honoring Benjamin Thomas. The evening features NAACP 

Deputy General Counsel Myesha Braden, music by Charles E. Miller, and an optional church tour before the event. 

Taizé Prayer Service: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer Service, a 

peaceful time of candlelight, meditative music, scripture, silence, and 

prayer in the tradition of the Taizé community. Hosted in partnership with 

Fairlington Presbyterian and St. Clement Episcopal Churches, the 

service will resume after our summer break on Wednesday, September 

9, at 7:00 PM in the Chapel. Following the September service, we will 

return to our regular schedule of gathering on the first Wednesday of 

each month. All are welcome.

Children & Youth

CHERUB CHOIR: Age 4*– Grade 1 

• Wednesdays 5 – 5:30 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 16

• ** Following the guidelines for VA Public Schools, a child will have 

reached their 4th birthday by Oct. 1. 

CHAPEL CHOIR: Grades 2-5

• Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:15 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 16

THE JOYFUL RINGERS: Grades 2 – Adult

• Beginner/ Intermediate Intergenerational Level Handbells

• Wednesdays, 6:15 – 6:45 PM, Sanctuary/Room 112

• Begins Wednesday, September 16 

Adult 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Adults & Youth

• Sings during 11 AM Worship Service

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 108

• Begins Thursday, September 10

JUBILATE HANDBELL CHOIR

• Advanced Level Handbells for Adults 

• Rings during 11 AM Worship Service approx. 7-8 times per year 

• Thursdays 6:15 – 7:25 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 112

• Begins Thursday, September 10

Music Ministry: Fairlington UMC 2026 – 2027 Music 

Ministry Opportunities will be starting soon. Check out the 

Music Ministry page on our website for detailed information 

on all the groups. Contact Dr. Louise Wilson for more 

information: Louise@fairlingtonumc.org or text: (703) 963-

6722.

Find Financial Peace with Saving Grace: Take control of your finances with Saving Grace for Laity, 

a six-week, Christian-based financial wellness course covering budgeting, saving, giving, debt 

management, and long-term planning. This interactive online course meets Tuesdays from 1–2:30 PM, 

August 18–September 29. A workbook (less than $20) is required, and all personal financial information 

remains private. Space is limited; register by August 17 HERE.
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Sunday, August 16: Esther Lecture – Origins

Wednesday, August 19: Food Mission with ALIVE!

Sunday, August 23: Back-to-School Blessing in Worship

Friday, August 28: March on Washington

Sunday, August 30: Purim Luncheon

Wednesday, September 9: Tazié Prayer Service 

Saturday, September 12: Annual Chicken BBQ & Yard Sale

Sunday, September 13: Fall Children’s Ministry Breakfast on the Playground

Saturday, September 19: Family Camping Trip at Burke Lake Park 

Sunday, September 20: FUWF Book Discussion

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org

Youth Minister: Logan Westcott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org

Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp : holly@fairlingtonumc.org

Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie

Thank You for Your Generosity! Thanks to your incredible generosity, Fairlington raised approximately $4,500 to support UMCOR's relief 

efforts in Venezuela. Your gifts will help provide hope and critical assistance to communities facing ongoing hardship. Thank  you for living out 

Christ's love through your compassion and generosity. Want to continue making a difference? You can give directly to UMCOR, w hose global 

ministry provides relief, recovery, and hope to communities around the world.

No Crumbs on the Floor, No Mice at the Door!: We are continuing our pest 

management project, and we remind you that you can do your part:

1. Please consume food only in designated areas, preferably the Fellowship Hall.

2. Clean up thoroughly after you eat- wipe AND sweep please.

3. Eat over containers or napkins but if you drop something, don't just pick it up, clean it 

up!

Summer Ice Cream & Lemonade: The highlight of the summer is 

returning! We will be having Ice Cream and Lemonade in the breezeway after 

the 10 AM worship service. We need some volunteers to host each week. It 

just takes two people per Sunday to set-up and clean up from this event. Sign 

up HERE for a Sunday! Please contact Fred Geisler, 

(fredlgeisler@comcast.net) with any questions.

August Creation Care Pro Tip: Tree planting season (September–March) 

is coming. Now is the time to investigate potential tree sources and planting 

services, including local government, nonprofit foundations, and nursery 

businesses. Trees pull down carbon from the atmosphere and nourish the soil, 

provide habitat and food for birds and other pollinators, and give shade in the 

summer and allow sun in the winter, reducing the need for fossil fuel energy.
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