Annoying Jesus

My how things can change in just a week!

Last week we were all about laughter and serendipity being at the
heart of God.

We were chortling over how God enjoys a good joke!
And here we are today!

With Jesus telling us in no uncertain terms that hes not Mr. Nice
Guy.

That following him isnt about Care Bears and group hugs.
That faith isnt some private affair between me and God, but that
following Jesus means jumping into the fray of trying fo make this

life, and this world, look more like Gods kingdom.

That when an economy devastates the majority in favor of an elite
minority, followers of Jesus pipe up!

That when wars of choice kill thousands, followers of Jesus let
their voices be heard!

All of which is another way of saying that following Jesus — is
guaranteed to make us enemies!

Enemies we're expected fo pray for, but enemies nonetheless.



With the first wave of enemies often being the institutional church
itself, which too often thinks it has a corner on the God market.

Why the need for this 2x4 between the eyes from Jesus today?

Perhaps because humanity’s superpower is our astonishing ability to
justify ourselves.

To excuse ourselves.

To rationalize hateful or indifferent conduct and pretend that it's all
fine and dandy.

We dont have to look far to see how self-justification for all kinds
of horrors is a regular fare every single day in human life.

Whether its the crank Christian who claims women are second class
humans or the commander-in-chief who begins a war for reasons
tied to neither logic nor fact.

All of us can take a look at our own lives and see where self-
justification and self-rationalization, has a distinct, corrosive and

damaging impact on our lives.

So what Jesus is offering to us today is a remedy for this soul-
stealing conduct.

But before we can embrace the remedy, we have to recognize the
sickness.

Thats also what Jesus is up to today.



He begins by telling us that when God's ways are actually put into
practice, the initial reaction of some folks is to claim that the devil
is afoot.

That God's ways are so strange, so different from human ways, that
the initial response to people who care for the least, the lost and
the left behind— is to attack them.

What's at the root of this?
Well, its the very nature of being human.

We are here on this earth for only a short while — and yet we
have the gift of consciousness — a soul.

A soul that came from a certain place and will return to a certain
place.

We are a combination of something small (our ego) — that is
intimately and forever connected to the vastness of creation (to the
Source, with a capital S).

And when we forget our connection to the vastness of creation, to
the Source, we wind up focusing on the small things in life.

Which shows itself in grabbing after money, worshiping power, or
chasing fleeting things such as fame, or a good reputation.

When we set our eyes on that which is small in our life, and
disconnect from the vastness that holds us every day, thats when
we get into frouble.



Jesus continually reminds us that we need to pay attention to our
connection to that which is vast and eternal.

To the Source which is, right now, creating and holding everything
together.

Hence the saying:
"When you fear God you fear nothing else.”
Holy awe keeps everything else in its proper perspective.

Because so much in this life is petty and small and ultimately not
that important when compared to the vastness of the eternal (to
which we are always connected).

Thats what Jesus is getting at when he talks about saving our life
only to lose it, or being willing to lose this life in order to save it.

If we focus only on where we are ftoday with its problems and
difficulties and disappointments, we end up being like that angry
and jealous husband that CS Lewis tells us about in his wonderful
book: “The Great Divorce.”

The mans been married to his wife for many years, and he's always
miserable, always complaining about this or that slight or perceived
insult.

He and his wife happen to die at the same time and find themselves
on a bus heading to the next life.



When they get off the bus, the man continues his whining and
self-pity even though hes standing smack-dab within the foothills
of the next world, surrounded by indescribable beauty.

Still, he keeps grumbling.

Meanwhile, his wife, without success, keeps coaxing him to let it go
and let things be.

As the conversation goes on, the man becomes smaller and smaller
and smaller.

While his wife is growing larger and larger and larger.
Ultimately, the man grows so small that he can no longer be seen,
as he slips out of the enormous, eternal world of love, and into the

tiny, eternal world of darkness.

And as much as his wife wants to reach and rescue him, she cannof,
because shes too big to go where he has gone.

Does all of this sound strange and a little off-putting?
Perhaps.

But everything Jesus is saying today is about putting meat on the
bones of Jesuss very first sermon.

The one he gives right after his baptism.

He travels all around the countryside, urging people, to Metanoia.



A word badly translated as “repent” but which better translated
means to “enter into the larger mind,” the larger mind of God.

To start seeing our life in this world not through our eyes, but
through God's eyes.

Which is another way of saying to see our life through the
vastness of eternity — rather than through the smallness of our
current situation.

We'e living in times when smallness is the coin of the realm.
Whether its despicable insults against a former first lady or the
obsession with gold and glitter and lies that defines power in
Washington DC these days, smallness of mind and heart is on every
front page.

This is why households are set against one another.

Some embrace the smallness.

Others reject if, while seeking the larger view of things.

Some simply love to lick their wounds and enjoy the pain of self-
pity.

While others, for whatever reason, begin to see the far horizon and
recognize that we are called to be so much more than we think.

Jesus peels away the veil that keeps us from entering this new
world by inviting us to move past our fears.



To move past our small-minded focus on immediate relationships and
resentments.

To gaze at the wonders of creation unfolding before us, each and
every day, in all of its magnificent splendor.

Today, in no uncertain terms, Jesus reminds us that our faith is not

about membership in a club, nor is it a passing nod to this or that
dogma or creed.

Our faith invites us, as fallen and broken people, into a life-
changing journey of transformation.

Which is not a journey of length, but of depth.

As Meister Eckhart says, “the journey of faith is at most a quarter
of an inch long, but it is infinitely deep!”

This deep dive into ourselves, into our faith, creates a people who
are willing fo die to all that reeks of power, control and safety.

That small world created by our Ego.

This deep dive creates a people who discover that death, if we
embrace it, takes us out of ourselves, and into a luminous world,
filled with wonder and awe.

If only we will open our eyes.

Maybe that's why Jesus is so tough on us today.



Without the necessary cracking open, laughter and serendipity pass
us by.

But with that cracking open, joy bubbles up, drenching us all with
relief and surprise, and peace.

Because, nothing worthwhile ever comes easy.

+amen



