








Please Help Feed Our Youth This Fall! 
Our youth need your help! Every Sunday night, the youth 
eat together during SN@P (Sunday Night at Parkway). If 
you, your Sunday School class or small group can provide 
a meal for about 25-30 people one Sunday this fall, we 
would be very grateful! Up to $100 of your cost can be 
reimbursed. Thank you for your support!

If you’re interested, contact Brooke Bryan at brookebryan@
parkwayheights.org to schedule a date.

Sunday Welcome Gatherings for Larry
Thank you to our members who have hosted welcome 
gatherings for our new pastor, Larry Hilliard! If you  
haven't been able to attend a home party, there will be 
gatherings held on the Sunday mornings of August 2 and 
August 9, at 9:45 a.m. in the Youth 
Chapel. Everyone is welcome, and 
there is no need to register. Come 
get to know Larry better!

Sunday School Is Not  
Just for Kids!

Sunday School for all ages is held each week from 9:40 
to 10:30 a.m. If you have never been a part of a Sunday 
School class or haven’t been active in a while, the fall is 
a great time to start! We encourage you to visit di�erent 
classes to �nd one that’s right for you! 

� BECOMERS � Room 316  l  Teacher:  Warren Hood
� COLLEGE CLASS � Room 240  l  Teacher: Lonny 
   Schraeder
� DISCIPLE � Room 314  l  Teachers: Fred & Diane 
   Fisher & Ed Henderson
- GPS - Room 302-B  l  Teacher: Vicki Kibodeaux
� INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY � Room 303  |  Teacher: 
   Susan Eaton
� JESUS, ETC. � Room 305-B  l  Teachers: Rotating
� MILLENNIALS � Room 305-A  l  Teachers: Rotating
� NEW DYNAMICS � Room 317  l  Teachers: Rotating
� SEEKERS � Room 315  l  Teachers: George Arcement,  
   Je� Evans & Bettie Ross

Let’s Celebrate Our Parkway Heights Family
Do you have great news to share? An accomplishment or award that we can 
celebrate? Let us know by emailing parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org. 

Let’s hear it for these Parkway Heights members:  

•	 Keith Collins, who recently finished Army ROTC cadet summer camp in Fort 
Knox, Kentucky.

•	 Patricia Garner who performed in this summer’s FestivalSouth productions.

•	 Kimberly Morrison, winner of Best Attorney in the annual Best of the Pine 
Belt competition.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO BENSON  
ST. LOUIS, WHO CELEBRATED HIS 3RD 
BIRTHDAY SINCE HIS ALS DIAGNOSIS. 

UWF at Work
The Bevill-Vickery Circle of United Women in Faith gathered in June to 
discuss the significance of Christian communication and education. 
Afterward, the group had a delightful time participating in creating a 
sleeping mat from plastic bags that will be shared with someone in 
need. Thanks to Lee McKenzie for teaching us how to make a mat.



FYI
Stephen Ministry Helps with Grief
Stephen Ministry helps people process a wide range of major life losses, 
extending far beyond the death of a loved one. Things we grieve can include the 
loss of a pet, a breakup or divorce. We also might grieve: 

•	 major life transitions
•	 being unable to achieve a goal or fulfill a dream
•	 a diagnosis
•	 not living the life we hoped we would live
•	 the effects of big decisions (even decisions that are ultimately good for us)
•	 losing a job or switching careers
•	 a friendship breakup
•	 the person we were before something traumatic or life-altering occurred
•	 moving to a new location
•	 a faith transition or a shift in our other beliefs

To learn more about Stephen Ministry or request the support of a Stephen 
Minister, visit parkwayheights.org/stephen-ministry or contact Julie Collins at 
601.544.7873 or juliecollins@parkwayheights.org.

Susan Eaton Releases New Book
Parkway Heights is delighted to celebrate the release of a new book by 
our own Rev. Susan Eaton, “Even in Exile: Rediscovering Hope and Joy 
When Your World Turns Upside Down. “ The book will be available on  
August 18 in both paperback and e-book formats at all online booksellers.

In “Even in Exile,” Susan draws from scripture, personal experience and 
more than three decades of pastoral ministry to offer hope for anyone 
walking through seasons of disappointment, grief, uncertainty, anxiety or 
unanswered prayers. With honesty and compassion, she reminds readers 
that seasons of exile are not evidence of God’s absence. Instead, they can 
become places where God meets us, forms us and leads us toward deeper 
faith and renewed hope.

Throughout the book, readers will find practical spiritual formation 
practices — including breath prayers, reflection exercises and journaling 
prompts — to help people recognize God’s presence and discover joy, 		
		  even in life’s most difficult seasons.

Everyone is invited to a special book launch event on 
Sunday, Aug. 23, at 4 p.m. in the Youth Chapel. We will 
hear from Susan in a Q&A session, enjoy refreshments 
and have Susan sign books. Please join us in congrat-
ulating Susan on this milestone and praying that 
“Even in Exile” will encourage countless readers to 
experience the hope and faithfulness of Christ.

Southern Miss Wesley 
Celebrates Milestone
In just a few months, the Wesley 
Foundation at the University of 
Southern Mississippi will celebrate 100 
years of ministry! Since 1927, God has 
faithfully used this college ministry to 
transform generations of students,  
and we are looking forward to 
celebrating His faithfulness together.

Before that milestone arrives, another 
very special evening is coming up.

A Night of Thanksgiving and Hope will 
be one final opportunity to gather in 
the current Wesley building before 
demolition begins. Together we will 
celebrate God’s faithfulness, share 
stories of lives transformed, worship 
together, enjoy a community meal  
and look forward with hope to what 
God will do through the next century 
of ministry.

If you plan to attend, RSVP under   
“events” at hubcitywesley.churchcenter.
com. Then help spread the word by 
sharing this invitation with your  
Sunday school class, friends, family, 
alumni and anyone whose life has 
been touched by the Wesley 
Foundation. The Wesley would love 
for you all to be part of this incredible 
event.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
MEETINGS

On Sunday, Aug. 16, our church 
leadership committees (Finance, 
Trustees & Staff-Parish Relations) 
will meet on the third floor after 
the traditional service. Lunch will 

be provided. Following the  
committee meetings, Church 

Council will meet in Room 303. 



YOUTH

Confirmation Set to Begin
We will kick off Confirmation on Sunday, 
Aug. 9, with a Parent Orientation at 
9:45 a.m. in Room 313. If your child is 
in seventh grade or older and  
interested in Confirmation, please 
contact Kaitlin Babington by emailing 
kaitlinbabington@parkwayheights.org. 
Classes will begin meeting on August 
23 in conjunction with SN@P from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry Youth Ministry 
Summer FunSummer Fun

The youth had fun bowling on 
June 7. They also said “see you later” 

to Ava and Kate Rivers Keeton.

A Starbucks meetup and a  
Movie Night were enjoyed by our 

youth this summer!  
Does summer have to end?!

The Youth Ministries from 
PHUMC and Longleaf UMC 

teamed up to spend time serving 
at Edwards Street Fellowship 

Center’s Thrift Store on July 15.

Fall Kickoff: August 16
The Fall Kickoff for our Youth Ministry 
will be Sunday, Aug. 16, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Join us for a fun night of 
Slip-N-Slide kickball! We’ll gather at 
the Southern Miss Wesley Foundation 
in order to have more room to play. 
We hope you can be there to start the 
new school year off together!

Encourage Your Student to Participate in D-Groups!
D-Groups (smaller discipleship groups formed by same gender and age) start 
back on Wednesday, Aug. 19, with regular Wednesday night programming. 
Please let Kaitlin know (kaitlinbabington@parkwayheights.org) if you would like to 
be plugged in to a D-Group and need your leader information. 

The youth also had fun with 
a Pool Party, Game Night and 
a Back-To-School Breakfast at 
Topher’s. 

Youth and youth parents, mark 
your calendars for these  

fall 2026 dates!



CHILDREN

Children in third through sixth grade are invited to serve in the 10:45 a.m. 
service as acolytes. Is your child interested in serving? Join us for an  
acolyte interest meeting/training on Sunday, Aug. 16, at 10 a.m. 
in Founders Hall. Training will last about 30 minutes. Please 
register in Sunday’s bulletin or email Lesley at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org. Returning acolytes are not required to 
attend, but they may choose to if they want a refresher!

Acolyte Training

Blessing of the Backpacks 
& Promotion Sunday
On Sunday, Aug. 2, we will hold our 
annual Blessing of the Backpacks 
in both worship services. Children 
are invited to bring their empty 
backpacks to church that day. We 
will pray over the students and all 
teachers and school staff in our 
congregation as they begin a new 
school year. 

A new year of Sunday School begins 
that day, too! Parents, you should 
have received email communication 
from Lesley about your child’s class, 
classroom and teachers. Please reach 
out to Lesley with any questions. 

Parents of K-6th graders, please fill 
out the registration form that Lesley 
emailed or plan to complete the 
paper form at the Check-In Desk.

Summer Swim 
Parties

•	 Our Children’s Ministry 
Pool Party in July was 
rained out, so we have 
rescheduled the party to 
Sunday, Aug. 16, 4:30- 
6:30 p.m., at the Hattiesburg 
Racquet Club. 

•	 Fifth and sixth graders 
will gather at the Shadow 
Ridge pool on August 
30 for a “Welcome to the 
Loft” Swim Party from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Thanks for Supporting Vacation Bible School!
Our children learned about trusting God to provide for their needs at Food Truck Party VBS this summer! One hundred 
children and 40 youth, plus even more adult volunteers participated in VBS this year! We collected supplies for almost 60 
Tex-Mex rice skillet meal kits for Edwards Street’s food pantry, which our Sunday School children assembled (see above 
picture). Thank you to everyone who participated by praying, purchasing supplies, helping at “prep” days and serving during 
the week of VBS! We are grateful for your time, energy and resources. 

Camp Wesley Pines
Children and youth including Mia 
Kate Carter, Matthew Davenport, 
Brynn Lewellyn, Darcie Mann, Lila 
Beth Rasberry, Aubrey Thompson and 
Eliza Thompson attended summer 
camp at Camp Wesley Pines this 
summer. Thank you to everyone who 
sent notes of encouragement to 
these campers!



PH PICS

Our Women’s Ministry hosted an arts event 
led by Stephanie Birdwell as a Women’s 
Connection Event on June 18.

Terry and Larry Hilliard took part in the 
annual Honduras mission trip earlier 
this summer.

We appreciate everyone who has 
held welcome gatherings for  
Larry Hilliard in their homes. On 
July 20, David and Thu Sellers 
hosted a Hawaiin luau at their 
house for everyone to have a 
chance to get to know Larry better. 

Once again this 
year, Parkway 
Heights provided  
lunch to the  
Hattiesburg High 
School band for 
one week during 
their summer  
band camp. Thanks 
to all our volunteers 
who served! 

We were happy 
to have former 
members 
return as guest 
pastors this 
summer. We 
enjoyed Rev. 
Ricky James 
on June 21 
and Rev. Katie 
Giedd on  
July 5.

Parkway Heights 
hosted our  

community for a 
Better Together film 

screening of 
“Abraham’s Bridge” 
and discussion on 

July 16.

On Larry Hilliard’s first Sunday to preach, 
Susan interviewed him, so we could 
learn more about him.

On July 22, the 
church staff took 

part in the Ice Bucket 
Challenge in support 

of Benson St. Louis 
and to raise  

awareness for ALS.



Mail RoomMail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,  

Your generosity makes a difference! Thank you for  
compassionately supporting the neighbors who visit 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center for food and healthcare 
assistance.

FOOD PANTRY: With school-age children home for 
summer break, our food pantry distribution has climbed. 
During June, 4,026 grocery bags of nourishing food 
were provided to 2,123 households (representing 6,814 
individuals). Because of generous friends like you, our 
shelves remain stocked to serve food-insecure neighbors 
in need!

What a joy that our grocery bags often include fresh-
from-the-garden produce, thanks to kind gardeners and 
farmers in our area. Covington County-based ministry 
Seeds of Hope delivered nearly two tons of corn to our 
pantry in June, and many gardening friends are dropping 
off squash, tomatoes, watermelons, figs and other  
veggies and fruits this summer. Dedicated volunteers 
brave the heat to gather food grown on our campus: 
blueberries, corn and squash. This nutritious summer 
bounty is a welcome treat for our pantry friends!

FELLOWSHIP HEALTH CLINIC: Our clinic is celebrating 
receiving its seventh gold seal for Quality Standards from 
the National Association of Free and Charitable Clinics! 
Additionally, FHC is one of four Mississippi free clinics 
invited to participate in a W.K. Kellogg Foundation/ 
Sostento program addressing Social Determinants of 
Health. For patients lacking reliable transportation to 
our clinic, this program provides HIPAA-compliant Uber 
Health rides, removing a major barrier to our patients 
accessing quality healthcare.   

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” ~ John 1:5

Gratefully, 
Ann McCullen, Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PHUMC Finances 
June 2026	  
Income ............................................................................. $168,490 
Expenses ......................................................................... $159,208 
Net ............................................................................................. $9,282 

 

YTD Actual	  
Income ............................................................................. $593,032 
Expenses ......................................................................... $595,856 
Net .......................................................................................... $(2,824) 

 

YTD Comparison	  
Budgeted Income ................................................... $565,939 
Actual Income ............................................................ $593,032 
Budget Surplus ............................................................. $27,093

Prayer Concerns
Dot Heinmiller, Jerry Phillips, Benson St. Louis & Evelyn 
Stone

Sympathy To...
- Drew Rhian on the death of his mother, Phyllis Rhian 

- Ross Ward & family on the death of his father, Calvin  
   Ward 

- the family of Jeanne Phillips 

- Tim Crump on the death of his father

Attention, runners! The Ryan Hendley Memorial Labor 
Your Legs 5K will take place Monday, Sept. 7, beginning 

at Parkway Heights. Ryan is the late grandson of Jennifer 
James. The race will raise funds for the ARC, which was a 

big part of Ryan’s life. Search for info on Facebook.

2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401

parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

parkwayheights@ 
parkwayheights.org

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary 

Service
9:40 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional 
Service

Both worship services are 
livestreamed on various 

platforms.

Parkway Heights
United Methodist Church


