
 
 

The Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

Score with Jesus
“Friends, don’t get me wrong; by no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, 

where God is beckoning us onward – to Jesus. I’m off and running, and I’m not turning back.” 
 Philippians 3:13-14 MSG 

Greetings in the name of Jesus! 

It is hard to believe that we are heading into the fall season. Where has the time gone? My dad told me once when 
I was complaining about time not moving fast enough, “Jim, take it easy! The older you get, the quicker time goes.” 

As a teenager, that sounded like an old wives-tale. But sweet Jesus, the older I get, the truer that statement 

becomes! 

During these summer months, I’ve been praying about how to put the element of excitement back into the church 

that can move our church forward. What is it going to take to bring people, young and old, through our doors to 
worship with us, learn with us, and fellowship with us? When I think of the fall, my favorite season of the year, I 

think of the crisp cool air, wearing sweatshirts, sitting by an open fire making s’mores, going on hayrides and of 

course – football! I know all too well, that Pennsylvania has some dynamic fans when it comes to football: Steelers 
to the west, Eagles to the east, and Penn State (We are!) in the center of the state. That got me thinking … how 

can we work the good ol’ American pastime into our worship experience? How can we “Score with Jesus”?! 

In the verse above, Paul is addressing the church at Philippi and encouraging them to stay focused on their faith in 

Jesus – for the goal is to win the prize that God has in store for us, and that prize is eternal life with Jesus! SCORE! 

As I look at this verse and how it will apply to you and me as we venture into the fall season, getting back into the 
swing of being in church again, I see two things that will helps us score! 

1. Pursuing the prize requires a focused concentration (vs. 13) 

According to John MacArthur, “A maximum effort without focused concentration is useless. Every athlete knows 

that they must fix their eyes ahead of them; those who watch the crowd or their own feet are likely to trip and fall. 

To make a maximum effort in any athletic endeavor requires the participants to concentrate on a point straight 
ahead.” If we expect St. John’s to score by making an impact in this community, then we must pull our time, talent 

and treasure together. We cannot look back at the past, but must focus on what lies ahead. The challenges are 
great, but with renewed strength from God, we can accomplish anything. 

2. Pursing the prize requires proper motivation (vs. 14) 

Paul’s phrase “I’m off and running and I’m not turning back” denotes a continuous effort to pursue the impossible 
dream and defeat the unbeatable foe. The prize is what motivates him and it should most assuredly motivate us 

too. Believers will not receive the prize until the beckoning onward from God ushers us into His glorious presence in 

heaven. The prize is Christ’s righteousness perfected in us, and we must run for the prize so as to hear those 
wonderful words, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”                             Con’t on pg. 3 



The Promise of Heaven 
 

People often wonder what happens to children when they 

die or what will happen to them when the Rapture occurs. 

If a person is unable to understand and accept the gospel 

message, how can they enter heaven? Please join us as 

we enjoy David Jeremiah’s talk on this topic. 

We’ll meet on Wed., Sept. 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Let’s learn together the answers to the 

many questions about our future life in heaven. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Sue 

Bloom Group 

On Sept. 19th at 11:30 a.m., the Bloom girls will meet for 
lunch at the Wyomissing Family Restaurant. Please sign 
up at the Welcome Center. 

Also, we would like to donate a basket for the basket 
social. Please give Marsha $5.00 toward the basket, and 
we will create one. Thanks.  

Ladies’ Luncheon 

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Tues., Sept. 1st, at 11:30 

a.m. at the Red Plate Diner, Wernersville. Sign up at the 

Welcome Center. You are welcome even if you didn’t sign 

up. We can always pull up another chair. Questions or 

comments, call Alice Heimbach at 610-698-5458. 

Young @ Heart 

In September, Young @ Heart will enjoy “Giggles and 

Grins” (a.k.a. games) on Wed., Sept. 9th. Please join the 

gang starting at 11:00 a.m. for a meal followed by games. 

Sign up at the Welcome Center 

 

 

Sisters in Christ 
In August, 17 sisters attended. We enjoyed a 
light breakfast; devotion and writing prompt led 
by Jessica Morris, from her book Sonbathing on 
John 12:46: “I have come as a light to shine in 
this dark world, so that all who put their trust in 
me will no longer remain in the dark.” After that, 
we selected new Secret Sisters for 2026-2027. 

Our September meeting will be Sat., Sept. 12th 
at 9:00 a.m. Come and join the sisters for a light 
breakfast, followed by a devotion. Following that, 
we will be working on a service project that will 
be given to LightHouse Women & Children’s 
Center for the ladies living there. 

Women’s Fall into Forgiveness Bible Study, 
based on Forgiving What You Can’t Forget, by 
Lisa TerKeurst will be held on six Tuesday 
evenings starting on Sept. 15th at 6:30 p.m. 
(Additional dates: 9/29, 10/13. 10/27, 11/10, 
11/24). It will feature video teaching, group 
discussion, and personal study between 
meetings, so participants should purchase the 
book and study guide. For questions and 
information about obtaining the book and study 
guide, contact Valarie Noecker. 

All sisters are always welcome at our meetings 

and events. Sign up at the Welcome Center. If 

you have any questions, contact: Valarie 

Noecker: (484) 638-2382; 

valarienoecker@gmail.com 

Basket Social 

The next organizational meeting for the Basket 
Social will be on Thurs., Sept. 24th starting at 6:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We are always 
looking for volunteers for this important fundraiser 
for the church.  

The Basket Social will be on Sat., Nov. 7th, so 
mark your calendar now!

Clothing Drive 
We’ll support Hope Rescue Mission and LightHouse Women & Children’s Center with a clothing drive during 

September. Please bring in lightly used or new items for men, women, and children. There will be a collection 

spot under the balcony. Pick up will occur in early October. 

Music Ministries 
It's time to start gathering for Senior Choir rehearsals. The first rehearsal will be Sept. 17th at 7:00 p.m. We 

welcome everyone to join us! We will be starting to rehearse our Christmas cantata too. Come out and help 

sing praises. It will help to make your worship more meaningful! We meet downstairs in the choir room. Hope 

to see a great turnout! 

Bell Choir will begin rehearsals on Tues., Sept. 8th at 6:45 p.m. If you’re interested in joining or have 

questions, please see Pam Van Luvanee. 

Family Promise 

We’ll “host” Family Promise the week of Sept. 21st. Sign 

up at the Welcome Ctr. for sides and gift cards for 

household items. Family Promise helps temporarily 

homeless families get back on their feet. We’ll be 

helping four families with children. 
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The Pastor’s Pen  con’t from page 1 

If we keep our eyes on the prize, examine our hearts, and understand and apply the vision and mission 

statements of St. John’s, we can individually and collectively claim victory. The questions remain, “How are you 

at being a “team player”? Are you helping St. John’s to be a community of faith, unified in love, showing Jesus to 

the world? Are you aiding in creating an environment of unity and love? Are you sharing the good news of the 

gospel with those who need to hear it?” When we get to heaven, God is not going to ask us how many degrees 

we have or how much money we have accumulated or how many toys we have. He is going to ask us, “Did you 

score with Jesus? What did you do with my Son?” It all starts with us being a community of faith that is unified in 

love and sharing Jesus wherever and whenever we can. Seems pretty simple, doesn’t it? But sadly, the Church 

has been fumbling the ball! 

Join us as we strive to win the “prize” and be a part of the winning team! 

Pressing on with you, 

Pastor Jim  

Upcoming Sermon Series 

Aug. 30th – Sept. 13th | “Baggage”: Live free. Travel light. 
Far too many of us carry heavy baggage from years of mistakes, hurt, pain, and bad choices. But in Jesus, there 

is no condemnation (Romans 8). It's time to unpack all the worthless weight we have been packing and learn to 

live free. 

Sept. 20th – Oct. 11th | “5 Smooth Stones”: Experience the victory of unwavering faith 
It's the story of an unlikely hero delivering God's chosen people. Learn from David’s faith, God’s provision, 

Goliath’s battle tactics, and responding to victory. It’s the familiar story of God having your back when it’s up 

against the wall!. 

Kingdom Men: “The Titus Ten” 
2nd & 4th Saturday | 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. | Coffee House 

Everything in a man’s life hinges on the kind of man he is. Yet none is naturally equipped to be a Godly man. 
That’s something we have to learn, pursue, and cultivate. That’s what the Book of Titus sets out to accomplish. 
Join the men of St. John’s for a bible study on this small yet mighty book that helps to develop the character to 
be the Godly man He is after. 

GriefShare: Starting Sept. 15th 

St. John’s is the proud sponsor of GriefShare. A GriefShare support group is a safe, welcoming place where 
people understand the difficult emotions of grief. Through this 13-week program, you’ll discover what to expect in 
the days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, you’ll learn helpful 
ways of coping with grief in all its unpredictability—and gain solid support each step of the way. 

If you lost a loved one and are struggling with grief, consider joining us for our new semester beginning Tuesday 
night, September 15th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. If you have any questions or are interested in joining us, talk to 
Pastor Jim or register on line at Griefshare.com 

Moment for Missions 

Moment for Missions for September is New Journey Community Outreach that provides food, clothing, and 
practical help to more than 400 people each day. New Journey serves those in visible crisis, and it serves the 
ordinary household that has met a hard season. In that respect, it is a genuine safety net for this entire 
community. A few of the programs include the choice pantry, daily lunch program, and street medicine clinic. 
New Journey is now working to create a day center where help will be available in one place, and the doors stay 
open longer for case management, housing navigation, recovery support, and medical care under one roof. Your 
financial support will help make this a reality. The organization also welcomes volunteers to prepare daily 
lunches and assist in the clothing center. 

 

 





 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Our next monthly breakfast will be held on Sat., Sept. 20th at 
8:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Don Walters and his kitchen 
crew will be prepare a delicious breakfast ($5/pp). The 
devotional leader this month will be Bob Demsko. 

For our August breakfast, we had 13 men attend. Don Himlin 
was our devotional leader. He referenced Brother Laurence, a 
17th century French monk, and his book The Practice of the 
Presence of God. Don mentioned some aspects exhibited by 
Brother Laurence, a humble man, during his lifetime. These 
include an everyday, continuous and simple style of worship, 
prayer, and conversation, where the routine and mundane is 
just as holy and well-received by God as the more formal and 
structured methods of prayer and worship. Brother Laurence 
always felt the presence of God, no matter what the 
circumstance, focusing on God’s love that was inside and not 
on more in-depth theological discussions. The men then 
discussed their own times in God’s presence, and the need to 
slow down and recognize God working in their lives, no matter 
what they may be doing. 

For this month’s breakfast, there is a sign-up sheet on the 
Welcome Center counter, or you can respond back to the email 
reminders that will be sent out closer to the date. We finish 
around 9:30 or shortly thereafter. Men of all ages are always 
welcome to join in this time of food, fun, and fellowship, as the 
bonding of brothers in the body of Christ cannot be broken! 

 

Serving Dinner: Hope Rescue Mission 
 

Our next monthly meal at Hope Rescue Mission (HRM) will be 
Wed., Sept. 15th at 5:45 p.m. Thanks to the five folks who 
served in August. The mission is located at 645 N. 6th St., 
Reading. There is a sign-up sheet at the counter for up to eight 
folks to serve the meal, pour the drinks, hand out trays, and 
interact with the men while they eat.  

We may serve between 100 and 150 men and should finish 
between 7:00 and 7:15. Thank you to being a beacon to serving 
the least of these, as Jesus taught us to be as his followers in 
Matthew 25! 

 

Pet Loss Support Group 
The Pet Loss Support group will meet again on Mon., Sept. 7th 
(yes, on Labor Day) starting at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Sessions are led by Dr. Becky Frank, DVM, associate 
veterinarian with Lap of Love Veterinary Hospice. Dr. Becky is 
also certified in Thanatology (death, loss, grief, and 
bereavement). The program entails six different sessions and 
participants may join at any time. For more information, visit: 
www.stjohnsss.org/pet-loss 

 

Children's Ministry 

Hello from the Children’s Ministry corner. Here are a 
few things to note: 

Sunday School: 

• Rally Day is Sun., Sept. 13th 
o GREAT time to start a wonderful routine 

with your children. 
o Starts at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

with a light breakfast and a few games. 
o Two special girls entering grade 3 will 

receive their Bibles from St. John’s. 
o Sunday School teachers and helpers will 

be introduced. 

• Sunday School rooms will be: 
o Pre-K and Kindergarten – corner room 
o 1st & 2nd grade – big Sunday School room 
o 3rd grade – downstairs Sunday School 

room (next to Choir Room) 
o We can always use extra helpers or 

teachers for each room. Please pray about 
lending a helping hand! 

Cherub Choir 

• Children of all ages are encouraged to make a 
joyful noise here at St. John’s! 
o We practice Thursday evenings 6:15-6:45 

p.m. in the big Sunday School room. 
o We usually perform in church the third 

Sunday of each month. 
o Ms. Diane Krueger will get the schedule 

together soon. 

Jr. Church 
What a great children’s ministry for you to help with. 
This opportunity is during the 10:30 service. All 
lessons and activities are planned for you. Please 
consider volunteering for this fun time with our kiddos! 
 
It’s never too late to become more involved with 
Children’s Ministry, Jr. Church, or helping with the 
lending library. Service is a form of worship. 

Blessings,  
Kendra Bertoti | 724-766-1816 

Harvest Home 
We’ll celebrate Harvest Home on Sun., Oct. 4th (both 
services). It’s a great Sunday to watch how the Lord 
(and our congregation) fills the grocery needs of so 
many people who come to the Wilson Area Food 
Pantry. Needed items: 
   * Mac & Cheese   *Cereal              * Soup 
   * Peanut Butter    *Pasta/Sauce     * Rice 
   * Jelly                    *Canned veggies, fruit, meats 

 

M&M Essentials Bags 
Thanks as always for ongoing donations! We have been able to expand the M&M Essentials Bags Ministry into UPMC 

Magee Women’s Hospital in Pittsburgh; Penn State Health, Lancaster Medical Center as well as Children’s Hospital of 

Philadelphia. Over 200 bags have been delivered. Please continue to donate to this ministry, because I just know it will 

keep growing. Thank you! ~ Kendra 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Phone: 610.678.1446 

www.stjohnsss.org 
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9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Jim Bertoti 

Assoc. Pastor: Susan Weisman 

4001 Penn Avenue, Sinking 
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Director of Children’s Ministry: Kendra Bertoti 

Admin. Asst.: Nikki Koch 
Director of Music Ministry: Phyllis Sands 
Bell Choir Director & Contemporary Worship Leader: 
Pam Van Luvanee 

Angel Choir & Youth Bell Choir Director: Diane Krueger 
 

Consistory Members: 

Elders 

Kay Hamilton, President 
Francine High, Secretary 
Rob Olson, Vice President 
Jerome Seidel 
Kathy Stayton 
Stephanie Troutman, Spiritual Council Chair 
 
Deacons 

Rob Lozenski, Treasurer  
Jarrod Meister 
Derek Oberlin 
Keith Rothenberger 

Shaena Zacharias   
 

Mission: 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the 

mission of St. John’s is to raise up, 

nurture, and encourage disciples to 

glorify God through the life and 

teachings of Jesus Christ, His son. 
 

 

Vision: 

Helping people and neighborhoods 

encounter Jesus! 

JOIN US SUNDAYS! 
 

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship & Sunday School 
 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Livestreaming: 
Both Sunday worship services are livestreamed on 

the church’s YouTube channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss 
 

Visit our website for more information: 

www.stjohnsss.org 
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