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Hi everyone,
Our Sunday services are something really special they bring our community together,
create meaningful moments, and set the tone for the week ahead. But they don’t happen
on their own.
Right now, we’re looking for more volunteers to help make our Sunday services run
smoothly. Whether it’s greeting people at the door, helping with setup, running tech, or
assisting behind the scenes, there’s a place for everyone to get involved.
You don’t need any prior experience just a willingness to help and be part of something
bigger. Serving is also a great way to meet new people and feel more connected to our
community.
If you’ve been thinking about getting more involved, this is the perfect opportunity.
Even committing once or twice a month can make a big difference.
👉 Sign up today or reach out if you have questions. We’d love to help you find the
right fit. Sign up sheets are in the entry way at Salem or you can reach out to
info@salemlutheranjackson.com
Thank you for being such an important part of what makes our Sundays meaningful.
We truly couldn’t do it without you.
With appreciation,
Salem Lutheran Church Council



AnniversariesBirthdays

June 5th & 6th- Synod Assembly: Pastor Andrew will be attending
June 15  -21  - Youth Mission Trip  to Duluth. Please pray for the mission
trip, leaders, youth, and those people who they will be serving. 

th st

June 21  - Donuts with Dads join us before the service as we celebrate all
the Fathers and Father figures in our lives.

st

June 22 - 25  - VBS Wear Love! Pre- K will be 10:00am- 11:30am, K-5
grade will be 12:30pm-5:00pm

nd th th

July 4  - Independence Dayth

July 27 - August 2  Jackson County Fairth nd

Important Dates to Remember

Colleen Erickson
Kelcie Sillman
Dominic Bargfrede
Kathy Tewes
Bradley Beranek
Zach Osterberg
Ron Sands
Cody Stene
Gabe Adkins
Shelly Sadusky
Steve Williams
Larry Van Westen 
Walker Schley
Shirley Nosbusch
Mike DeJong
Christine Dunker
Lindsey Chapman- Nesseth
Sharon Sadusky

Cody & Bri Stene
Mike & Kayla DeJong
Tony & Chelsey Censky
Jeff & Jen Tewes
Jim & Mary Fricke
Curt & Ruth Sommerland
Don & Sharon Smith

Eileen Nesmoe
William Pell
Alex Carignan
Kathy Wachal
Taylor Sillman
Randy Winter
Mya Nosbusch
William Dunker
Lillian Blackmore
John Buschena
Amber Knips
David Schley
Molly Bargfrede
Deb Schley
Hayden Censky
Jake Erickson
Rebel Benjamin
David Ramey

Ron & Joanne Fricke
Ron & Carole Berkness
Matt & Maria Buschena
Bob Anderson & Sharon Sadusky



Salem Review
    The past two months at Salem Lutheran Church have been filled with
meaningful worship, celebration, and growth in faith as we journeyed through
Holy Week, Easter, and into the season of Pentecost.

    In April, we gathered together to remember and celebrate the events of Holy
Week, reflecting on Christ’s love, sacrifice, death, and glorious resurrection. On
Maundy Thursday, Salem celebrated First Communion with Niko Chapman-
Nesseth, Lucy Naumann, and Sully Naumann. It was a joyful and sacred occasion
as they were welcomed to the Table of Christ for the first time. We rejoice with
them and their families as they continue to grow in faith and experience God’s
grace through Holy Communion.

    As we entered the Easter season, we reflected on the hope and promise found
in Christ’s resurrection. Easter reminds us that death does not have the final
word and that new life is found in Jesus. During this season, we also prepare our
hearts for Pentecost, when we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit to guide,
strengthen, and encourage God’s people in faith and mission.

    Salem also celebrated the Confirmation of three students: Cade Malchow,
Marshall Rowe, and Emmett Weires. Confirmation marks an important milestone
in their faith journey as they affirm the promises made at their baptism and
publicly profess their faith in Christ. We are proud of their dedication, learning,
and commitment, and we pray that God continues to guide them in their walk of
faith.

    We give thanks for these special moments in the life of our church and for the
many ways God continues to work through the people of Salem Lutheran
Church. May we continue to grow together in faith, fellowship, and service as we
move forward into the season ahead.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” – Acts 1:8

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+6:16-18
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+6:16-18
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+6:16-18


Matthew 5:14–16 (NIV)
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.”

     Jesus reminds us that our faith was never meant to be hidden or kept in darkness. As
believers, we are called to reflect His light into the world around us. Jesus is the light
and His light is most useful when it is visible. In the same way, our mission as a church
and community of faith is meant to reflect His light through acts of love, kindness,
service, and compassion. 

     Every encouraging word, helping hand, prayer offered, and act of generosity
becomes a reflection of Christ to those around us. Sometimes we may feel that our
small actions do not make much difference, but Jesus teaches that even a single lamp
can brighten an entire house. When we faithfully live out God’s love, others are drawn
not to us, but to Him.

      Sharing our mission with the community is more than inviting people to church
services or events. It is about living in a way that demonstrates hope, grace, and truth in
everyday life. Our neighbors, friends, coworkers, and families are watching how we
respond to challenges, how we treat others, and how we serve those in need. Through
these moments, God’s light shines brightly. These moments are when we can share
Jesus with the world around us. 

As we continue our mission together, let us ask ourselves:
How can I be a light in my community this week?
Who needs encouragement, kindness, or support from me today?
How can our church reflect Christ more clearly to those around us?

      May we never hide the light God has placed within us. Instead, let us boldly and
lovingly shine so that others may see God’s goodness and glorify Him.

Prayer:
     Heavenly Father, thank You for calling us to be the light of the world. Help us to shine
brightly in our homes, schools, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to share
Your love through our words and actions. May everything we do point others toward
You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

What is the message you share?
STEPHANIE BERANEK



Pastor’s Column

     Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  Luke 10:2
           In my last pastor’s column, I spoke of a growing development in our synod (and others) where lay
leaders are providing leadership to congregations at a time when there are not enough pastors are
available. They are called SAM’s which stands for “Synodically Authorized Ministers”.  We thank for God
for SAM’s who are providing leadership for congregations and their ministry. 

           In this column, I want to address something you can personally do to assist the congregation’s
work of ministry in the community. It involves all of us. Simply said, it is choosing wisely the stories we tell.
The stories we choose to tell and the stories we also choose not tell can make a big difference in how
Salem Lutheran Church is viewed by others.   

          I was first introduced to this idea when our former bishop, Jon Anderson, made this a talking point
one year in his addresses around the synod. He found that when he travelled, people would ask about the
SW MN Synod. He said it was easy to tell stories of what wasn’t going well and of the challenges they
faced for the future. But it dawned on him that if these were the only stories people hear from him, what
else could they conclude but that the synod was hurting? He had other stories to tell … stories of the good
things he saw happening in the synod and stories of faith in our God who leads us into the future. He
began to tell these stories too.   

         What stories do you tell about Salem? What would the community of Jackson conclude about
Salem’s ministry and future based on the stories you tell. You get to choose which stories you tell and
which you leave untold. You get to shape the stories you tell toward hope and care. I can’t help but think
about those seventy-two disciples of Jesus being sent out to tell stories of Jesus. Jesus told them to say
this: “The kingdom of God has come near you.”  Now that message would have been expanded upon with
stories of Jesus and what Jesus had done for them and for others. They were to tell stories of God at work
in the here and now. 

        When you think about stories to tell of Salem Lutheran, think of yourself as a follower of Jesus who
has been sent out to tell how the ministry of Jesus is being done now at Salem. Don’t focus on stories of
the past only but think about what you can say about today that encourage people to believe that God still
is working through this congregation to bless the lives of others. 

        I’m not saying you have to pretend that everything is rosy and great. I just want to bend our thoughts
to telling the whole story of what is happening. Because, as former Bishop Anderson reminded us, we
tend to focus on what’s wrong. Let’s also include what is right and what is good and how we believe God
is working through this congregation. 

        Over my years as a pastor, I have interviewed at many congregations. It was fun to interview at
congregations who were already telling stories of the mission they were doing. They weren’t waiting for a
pastor to get them started in mission work, but they were looking for a pastor to join with them. You can
practice telling stories of what Salem is doing, how you share in that mission, and how thankful you are for
this people at Salem who are doing their part to follow Jesus.

 In Christ,
 Pastor Andrew  

A Letter from the Pastor



Announcements

Have you heard?! Salem has a new app. In effort
to be better communicators, and meet a wide
variety of members and community members
we have invested in an app.  Download Church
by MinistryOne and select The Bridge to get
connected today! 

Our Sunday Services are something really
special. They bring our community together,
create meaningful moments, and set the tone
for the week ahead, but they don’t happen on
their own. Right now, we are looking for more
volunteers to help make our Sunday services
run smoothly. Check out our different signup
sheets in the Narthex at Salem. 

We are looking for ushers & greeters,
Scripture readers, and Altar Guild help.

Moving forward Council Minutes will be posted
on the bulletin board in the Narthex at Salem
for everyone to review. To keep the newsletter
concise, only the most recent set of minutes
will be included in each edition. 

Jars of Clay: Wednesdays 
Summer Schedule Wednesdays 

Starting June 3rd
6:30-8:00 p.m. at First Baptist
Church

There will be activities and a
lesson

Bonfire at Heath Belknap’s house
weather permitting afterwards.

OSLC Branches youth group. 
Done for the year. 
Watch the bulletin and Facebook
for any summer events.

VBS 
Wear Love is our theme this year!
June 22 - 25  nd th

Pre-K 10 am- 11:30 am
K- 5  grade 12:30 pm- 5 pmth

Sign up via
https://cwngui.campwise.com/Apps
/OnlineReg/Pages/Login.html 
Group code: Jackson Day

Make sure to use a capital J and
D

Mark your calendars and get ready
for a week of Fun learning about
God together! 
Make sure to keep an eye on the
bulletin and Facebook for any new
information! 

Youth Ministry Events & Information



 
Old Business 

● 

 
Pastor’s Report 

 
Secretary Report 

● 

 
Treasurer Report

Checking Savings Extension
Fund

 $4,680.88 

Operating
Loan 

$0 

MIA
General

 $8,330.25 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
Council Meeting Minutes 

TuesdayMay12th,2026 6:30 pm. 
Our Vision is to be a worshiping community centered around faith, family and fellowship.

Our Mission is: Love God, Love People, Make Disciples 

MIA
Youth

 $645.81 

MIA
Mission

 $3,480.20 

Name 

President 
Justin Warmka 

Secretary 
Kayla DeJong 

Deacon 
Marcy Chapman 

x 

x 

x 

Call to order at 6:40 p.m.
Opening prayer 

CallProcess 
● Setting up a meeting with Pastor 

Treasurer 
Jeff Beranek 

Board of Education
Stephanie Beranek 

Deacon 
Greg Ahrens 

x 

x 

x 

Trustee 
Alex Tewes 

Pastor Andrew 

x 

1. Will continue to reach out to people on prayer list. 
2. Give Back Day went well- thank you to Stephanie, Justin, and all the high school students for 

your help! 
3. Wants to set up meeting with the call committee. 
4. Contracted last day is June 30th. Interested in extending contract through July 

$6,482.03 $10,448.72
*With
additional
$10,000 in
account to
maintain
because of
operating
loan 

Kayla made a motion to approve the treasurer's report. Alex seconded. Motion passed. 
Alex made a motion to pay Shetek Conference of the SW MN Synod of the ELCA $92.50 for
conference dues. Motion passed. 

Present Name Present Name Present 

Minuteswere emailed out to members prior to the meeting. Greg made a motion to accept. Alex
seconded.Stands approved as read. 

●
● 



● 

●
●
●
● 

● 

 
Please sign up for reading and altar guild. Many hands make light work.
 

Greg, Alex, and Stephanie will be reviewing Church Facilities Maintenance Log to determine
what the nextbuilding project will be. 

● Setting up a meeting with Heather 
Calendar Review 

● May 17th: Honor Graduates 
● May 24th: Puppet Supply with Austin Peters-Smith
● June 15th- 21st: Stephanie is gone on Mission trip 
●
● 

June 21st: Donuts with Dad 
June 22nd-25th: Vacation Bible School 

Synod Assembly: June 5th and 6th 
Newsletter information: due in to the office by 5/21 
Reading Schedule: Sign-up is in the back. Please sign up to help. 
Mission Trip Envelope Fundraiser is still going on through 5/19. Thank you for your donations! 

 
Pastor Contract 

● Stephanie made a motion to add an addendum to extend the pastoral contract through the 
end of July. Greg seconded. Motion passed. 

Scholarship for Shetek Bible Camp 
● Bradley and James Beranek will be attending Shetek Bible Camp for a week. Kayla 

made a motion that we request $200 per child for registration from the endowment fund.
Greg seconded. Motion passed. 

 
● Jars of Clay

● Summer schedule will kick off in June- watch Facebook and the bulletin for more 
announcements 

● Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
● June 22nd- 25th We will be having Shetek Lutheran Ministries sending counselors to help 

run VBS again this summer. VBS will be joint with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church..
Stephanie is able to be here during the week of VBS as a point of contact. Will have a
sign-up for lunch for the counselors coming soon. 

● Mission Trip 
● June 15-21st, 2026, 7th-12th graders, Cost $200 per student 
● Destination: Duluth MN Purpose: Assist the city of Duluth with helping at local food 

shelves and food distribution locations Housing: Staying at The Vineyard Church Duluth 
● We have one Salem member attending. We will pay the remaining amount out of the MIA 

Mission Trip after the envelope fundraiser is complete. 

Evaluation, prayer, adjourn at 8:11 p.m. 

Next Salem Council Meeting: 
Date: TBD 

New Business
● 

Deacon Report
● 

 
Trustee Report

● 

 
Education Report





Salem Lutheran Church
500 North Highway

Jackson, MN 56143-1107
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