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From the Pastor’s Desk
Time for God’s Children to Play in His Garden

Shane Claiborne in his book, 
The Irresistible Revolution 
Living as an Ordinary Radical 
writes the following:

“Once, there was a small 
group of kids who decided to 
go to a park in the middle of the 
city, and dance and play, laugh 
and twirl.  As they played in the 
park, they thought that maybe 
another child would pass by 
and see them.  Maybe that child 
would think it looked fun and even decide to join 
them.  Then maybe another one would.  Then maybe 
a businessman would hear them from his skyscraper.  
Maybe he would look out the window.  Maybe he 
would see them playing and lay down his papers and 
come down.  Maybe they could teach him to dance.  
Then maybe another businessman would walk by, a 
nostalgic man, and he would take off his tie and toss 
aside his briefcase and dance and play.  Maybe the 
whole city would join the dance.  Maybe even the 
world.  Maybe….  Regardless, they decided to enjoy 
the dance.”  (pg. 105)  (The italicized words were my 
emphasis.)

Do you remember being a child and going out 
to play with others and dreaming big dreams?  Just 
recently when Paul and I were outside working in the 
garden, pulling weeds, cleaning out debri from the 
winter winds, and placing flowers in the ground, we 
heard something really strange.  A few doors up, there 
were children playing outside!  At first, it was a small 
group.  They were having fun and laughing.  As they 
continued to play, more joined in.  All this commotion 
made us pause what we were doing to remember 
our childhood when we used to play with our own 
neighborhood friends.

Here are some things we should learn from playful 
children.  

First, they didn’t need a large group to start their 
play.  In my neighborhood, all it took was a few of us 
to start the game, and before you knew it, we would 
have enough for two teams.  Sometimes, people we 
least expected would join us – like a father who had 
just come home from work, or a mother who had just 
finished hanging out the wash on the line.  Sometimes, 
the nice, old folks from across the street would sit on 
their porch and shout out cheers when someone did 

something fantastic (at least in 
our eyes it was fantastic).

As adults, we forget that great 
things can be accomplished by 
small beginnings.  Far too often 
our dreams don’t get off the 
ground because we think we 
need a big group to plan and 
make preparations.  Sometimes 
all it takes is a few people with 
a dream to get the ball rolling.  
Then others see what is taking 
place and will come, pitch in, 

and help out.  That is the way the Spirit grows.  The 
excitement of just a few draws the involvement of 
others into the dream.

Second thing we can glean from this story, is that the 
children didn’t play in their back yards.  Instead, notice 
that they chose to GO to the park in the middle of the 
city.  In other words, they made their play public.  They 
went to where others were not playing.  Too often we 
hold these wonderful, sacred discipleship events like 
benefit concerts or dinners, VBS, worship services, 
or fellowship time and where do we hold it?  Yep!  
You guessed it – inside!  Inside the building where 
others won’t be able to see us.  Others can’t catch our 
enthusiasm because they don’t even know we are here.

The children went to the park in the middle of the 
city.  Where is the middle of Red Lion?  Where is the 
public space that we can openly play at being disciples 

(continued on page 2)
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and maybe, just maybe others will see us and join in?  
Where do you see a playground that could stand a few 
faith-filled children of God?  Where can we dance and 
play and twirl around?

The last thing we can learn from these playful children 
is that it all begins with just a few people who decide to 
go out.  

Perhaps Jesus envisions the kingdom of God being 
more like children at play when he said, “I tell you the 
truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it.”  (Luke 18:17)  

Just imagine what could be possible here in God’s 
kingdom, what good could happen in the world if we all 
took time from our daily chores, work, and responsibilities 
to stop and play like children.  Imagine the dreams that 
could be fulfilled if just a few people gathered together to 
take a risk.  Imagine what could be accomplished if we 
laid down our tools for just a moment to play in God’s 
garden.  Imagine the possibilities if others got excited 
and joined in the play!  How many would find their faith 
through our play and how many could come to know the 
grace of God and God’s kingdom through childlike play?  

It only takes a few to get things going and to allow 
others to join in.  If you have an idea for living out your 
faith in the community, don’t wait for a large group to 
initiate it.  Begin the dance with just a few.  The Spirit will 
bring the rest.  

Find those places that are at the heart of the community 
– the places where laughter is silenced, dancing is not 
enjoyed, and twirling has been forgotten.  This is where 
God’s mercy is most needed.  Then go – go to those places 
and dance, laugh, and share your faith.  This is where the 
Spirit will grow big and strong, rousing excitement for 
others to join.

And finally, if you are the other (those stuck in your 
daily routine, hiding behind a desk or a habit or a brick 
wall), listen – listen for the laughter happening outside 
of your sanctum.  Listen for where the Spirit is loud and 
playful and calling and then go and join in the fun.  Be 
like a child, then maybe, just maybe the kingdom of God 
will grow throughout our community, our state, our 
nation, our continent, maybe even throughout our world!

May you enjoy this beautiful weather and forever play 
in God’s kingdom.

Your Sister in Christ, Pastor Debbie

(continued from page 1)

Here are the notes from the council 
Meeting in April

In attendance: Deb W., Scott H., Ronnie C., Amy 
H., Pastor Debbie, Joe T., Sam L., Dee K., Suzane 
Y., Mark E.  The meeting was called to order at 6:37 
p.m.  Deb opened with a prayer. A very nice maiden 
voyage.  Joe encouraged us to volunteer as Sunday 
morning greeters.  Suzanne suggested we re-introduce 
communion assistants from council members.  Pastor 
reported 8 pastoral visits and 2 funerals.  Sam talked 
about the need for Emmauel’s closet in Dallastown 
at St. Paul’s UCC.  Council discussed neighborhood 
parking access and solutions for the increased through 
traffic. i.e speed humps, no through traffic signs, etc.

Mission & Discipleship and Music & Worship did 
not meet.  Parish Ed reported that the next four Sunday 
School weeks are set.

Treasurer’s Report:  Scott reported that Wilmington 
Trust statements are now arriving. The Lock 
liquidation is progressing and is expected to take 60 
to 90 days. Bill Fordney's notes indicated that we are 
currently holding less than one month's expenses on 
deposit in the checking account. He recommends we 
transfer from Merrill Lynch to cushion the account. 
The recommendation is to transfer $20,000. Mark made 
a motion to transfer the $20,000 and was seconded by 
Dee. The motion carried unanimously. 

Property Committee: The adjuster from Brotherhood 
examined the office roof and we are expecting the 
report before next meeting. Joe reported that some 
electrical work is anticipated to replace light bulbs in 
the sanctuary and to look at wiring in the sacristy. 

Food Pantry: Recommendation to ask members to 
help supply toiletries and household supplies. Joe 
mentioned the need for some younger folks to help 
with the heavy lifting involved in accepting and 
moving food. The committee is actively involved in 
streamlining and improving the process. The new 
registration process is going well.

Carolyn Shepard and Billy Feloni were recommended 
for membership by Pastor Debbie and a motion was 
made by Deb and seconded by Amy. The motion was 
approved unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:55 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Dee Kerr
the Beacon Mourns A Staff 

Member
Again, we have to say goodbye to our colleague, Dick 

Rhine, who passed away recently. He was a layout 
editor for many years.  We like to think it helped him 
keep his teaching skills sharp by helping to “grade” 
our final copy.  Dick was our ‘go to’ guy for knowing 
the proper spelling of names of everyone at church and 
their status.  That goes to show how much of a people 
person he was.  He will be missed.

NOTICE
Pastor Debbie is on a well deserved vacation 

the week of May 1-7.  Our emergency pastor is 
Rev. Ed Robbins, who can be reached at 724-272-
2683



Our new group will meet on 
May 21 from 2 – 5:00 p.m. in the 
Welcome Center area. All who 
knit, crochet, spin (bring your 
wheel), or felt, are invited to 
create art and fellowship together. 
Bring your projects and creativity.  
Share your love of fiber crafts 

with others, get new ideas for projects or see other 
techniques.  We look forward to seeing you. 

3

125th Anniversary Banquet 
Rescheduled

We had to cancel the banquet because of COVID-19 
and now we are set to celebrate!  Come join us at the 
Great American Saloon on May 21 - doors open 12:45 
p.m. with lunch being served at 1:00 p.m.  The menu 
includes:  chicken corn soup, salad, sandwiches and 
dessert, all for the low price of $5 per person.  

Reservation slips will be available in the welcome 
area on Sunday, May 7.  Tickets will be sold after each 
church service.  See Tom Smith, Keith McCleary or 
Janet Murphy to make reservations.

Funeral
April 5 - Ron Golden passed away on 

March 31.  A celebration of life service 
was held at the church with Pastor Debbie 
officiating.  He was interred in Red Lion 
Cemetery.

Easter Duties
Pastor Debbie officiated at additional services 

including Maundy Thursday worship, Good Friday 
Meditation/Prayer, and Easter Services.

Pastoral Visits
Pastor Debbie made 11 visits in April.

Tea Party Time!
Beth Hollingworth is hosting 

a tea party/Bible study on 
Wednesday, May 24 at 12:15 p.m. 
at 103 Linden Avenue, Red Lion.  
Please bring a dessert to share 
and an ugly hat to wear.  The 
person wearing the ugliest hat 
will win a prize.  Let us know if 

you are coming, so to prepare for you, by contacting 
Beth or the church office by May 22.

Pastoral Acts

Announcements

Graceful Women 
Graceful Women will meet on May 4 at 

7:00 p.m. in the Welcome Center. Come 
join us and hear about beekeeping. It 
will be a sweet time of fellowship!

Graduate Recognition
It is that proud time of year when we recognize our 

graduates. If you know of a graduate for this year, 
please contact the church office, by May 22, to share 
information and drop off a picture that we can display 
in the Welcome Center cabinet in June.

NEW! FIBER CRAFTING GROUP

Community Yard Sale
Volunteers needed:  We will be participating in the 

community yard sale on June 16 and 17 and as always 
we need volunteers to help in the food stand.  This is 
one of the most successful activities that we have at 
Grace Lutheran.  Last year we had 23 vendors which 
was reduced by Covid but we are already getting calls 
from prospective vendors. Hundreds of people come 
to our location mainly because of the wonderful food 
we serve at our stand.  Barb Taute is handling the sign-
up for volunteers and she will be posting a sign-up 
sheet around the beginning of May.  You are asked to 
volunteer for a two hour time slot and we begin at 8:00 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. unless we sell our of food!!!  Please 
look at your calendar and select a time that you would 
be willing to help.  It is a wonderful opportunity to 
show the community spirit of our church and our 

willingness to serve others.  
There are opportunities for 
those who can’t stand for long 
periods of time so don’t think 
that you are not suitable for 
this mission.  Hope to see you 
at the food stand in June.

Safety Sunday
If you have been watching the news lately, you 

must be overwhelmed with the multiple reports 
of shootings, fires, heart attacks, accidents, and 
emergencies everywhere.  Therefore, the Parish 
Education Committee decided to promote some 
safety solutions for the church and the members who 
worship within.  On Safety Sunday, we will learn about 
the location and use of fire extinguishers; location 
and use of an AED; location of supplies for extreme 
trauma; and location of first-aid kits.  We will also 
discuss routes for evacuating the building or seeking 
safe cover in case of a tornado.  Our lesson will also 
include more information concerning contacting the 
police or the fire company.  We want to make sure that 
everyone feels safe when they enter the doors of Grace 
Lutheran Church on a Sunday morning.  Please mark 
your calendar for May 21 at 10:00 a.m. so that you 
can become part of the totally prepared worshippers, 
ready for any emergency that might occur.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
JACK AND ELLEN 
WARNTZ ARE 
NOMINATED TO THE 
CADETS HALL OF 
FAME CLASS OF 2023

Jack and Ellen Warntz were nominated to the   Cadets 
Hall of Fame.  The Cadets is one of the most decorated 
drum corps in history and the oldest corps of its kind 
still in operation today.  They compete in Drum Corps 
International (DCI) World Class. Each summer, we field 
a corps of 165 talented brass musicians, percussionists, 
and color guard performers from across the U.S. and 
world. Our members range in age from about 17 to 22.  

This high honor goes to those who go above and 
beyond to keep the Cadets performing.  The members 
of the Class of 2023 will be honored and inducted into 
the Cadets Hall of Fame at a special event during The 
Cadets' Homecoming Weekend, October 13-15, 2023.   
Nominated by Cadets Alumna Cara Warntz with 
support letters from Hall of Famers Steve Kieffer and 
Greg Psych.

 
In the summer of 1984, Jack and Ellen Warntz 

donated money to the Garfield Cadets after a food 
truck incident that left the corps in need of funds. 
This put them on the corps' mailing list, and a few 
months later, in the fall of 1984, they saw a request 
for volunteers to cook, so they went to the first camp 
in November to volunteer. After that, Jack and Ellen 
cooked at every Cadets winter camp through 1992 
and dedicated all of their summer vacation time to 
tour with the corps, working on the food truck. After 
cooking all day, Jack would then drive a van at night 
until being too tired to continue. Jack and Ellen were 
also very welcoming souls and showed love and care 
to all members as if they were her own children. They 
would often pull out their credit card to buy groceries 
for the day when the corps was tight on money, not 
even asking for reimbursement because they knew that 
type of donation was needed to keep the corps moving 
down the road. Often, you’d see Ellen outside of the 
food truck talking with kids who were dealing with 
stress or being homesick, lending an ear or a shoulder 
to cry on. She would help kids dealing with injuries, 
sew silk inserts into the wool sleeves of the uniform 
for a member who was allergic to wool, or buy mole 
skin for members whose heals were rubbed raw by the 
leather shoes the corps wore in the 80s. Even after their 
time as volunteers, Jack and Ellen continue to be great 
financial supporters of the corps to this day. Their 
love and dedication to The Cadets continues and has 
become a family legacy, as their son marched in The 
Cadets Front Ensemble in 1992 and Holy Bass in 1996 
and 1997, and their grand-daughter marched in the 
Cadets2 Front Ensemble from 2015-18 and The Cadets 
Front Ensemble from 2019-22. Even though they never 
wore the uniform, Jack and Ellen's care for the corps 
and work ethic truly embodies what The Cadets are 
all about.

Natalie Rudolf Earns Prestigious Gold 
Award

Girl Scouts in the Heart of 
Pennsylvania is honored to 
announce Natalie Rudolf from 
York County earned the highest 
award in Girl Scouting, the Girl 
Scout Gold Award for the 2023 
Gold Award class.

Rudolf’s project, “Hobby 
Fair”, focused on technology’s 
interference with learning 
and developing useful skills 
and talents.  Rudolf helped 
young Girl Scouts escape the 
distractions of technology by hosting a hobby and craft 
fair.  To address the issue, she reserved the day for 
young girls to be taught crafts and hobbies by older, 
experienced artists.  She partnered with Red Lion Zion 
United Methodist Church to complete the project.  
Her project’s mission will continue through her troop, 
which will continue to host the fair every year, as well 
as the girls sharing their new found knowledge with 
others.

Rudolf donated a minimum of 80 hours to problem-
solve, implement and plan her ideas for change.  The 
impact of her Gold Award will be long into the future, 
and Rudolf has shown the next generation of girls 
what they are capable of accomplishing.

The Gold Award is the highest achievement a Girl 
Scout can earn, available to girls in high school who 
create sustainable change for a community or world 
issue.  Natalie will be part of the Gold Award Ceremony 
on June 11 at Bloomsburg. 

The Gold Award process not only enables girls to 
help their communities, but also helps them achieve 
tangible benefits as they grow as individuals.  By going 
gold, girls build professional skills, earn scholarships, 
build their network, and for those interested in serving 
their country, are able to enlist at a higher pay grade if 
they join the military.



May is a busy time for our local 
Lutheran Camps.  Don’t forget to 
enroll for Summer Camp.  Grace 
gives financial help through the 
bequeaths of past donors.  Ask at 
the office for more details.  Here is 
what is on offer for the month of 
May:

Kirchenwald Work Day:  May 6 from 9-5:00 p.m. - 
Help us get our sites ready for the summer season. Jobs 
available for all skill levels. Complimentary lunch for 
all volunteers.

Lutheran Camping Night:  May 12 at the Senator’s 
game.  The Lutheran Camping Corporation and the 
Harrisburg Senators invite your church family to a 
night of fun and fellowship at FNB Field for our annual 
Lutheran Camping Night!

Wittel Farm Growing Project Planting Day:  May 13 
& 20 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. each day.   Volunteers 
needed to help prepare for The Wittel Farm Growing 
Project by planting the garden. The Growing Project 
is dedicated to growing fresh vegetables to help feed 
hungry people in Lancaster County.

Summer Camp Kick-Off Worship & Picnic:  May 
21 from 3:30-6:00 p.m. at Nawakwa.  Join friends, 
volunteers, and staff of The Lutheran Camping 
Corporation to celebrate the opening of the 2023 
Summer Camping Season with worship, fellowship, 
and fabulous food.

This month’s selection is Black 
Cake by Charmaine Wilkerson.  
Goodreads.com has this to say 
about the book:

We can’t choose what we inherit. But can we choose 
who we become?  In present-day California, Eleanor 
Bennett’s death leaves behind a puzzling inheritance 
for her two children, Byron and Benny: a black cake, 
made from a family recipe with a long history, and 
a voice recording. In her message, Eleanor shares a 
tumultuous story about a headstrong young swimmer 
who escapes her island home under suspicion of 
murder. The heartbreaking tale Eleanor unfolds, the 
secrets she still holds back, and the mystery of a long-
lost child challenge everything the siblings thought 
they knew about their lineage and themselves.

Can Byron and Benny reclaim their once-close 
relationship, piece together Eleanor’s true history, and 
fulfill her final request to “share the black cake when 
the time is right”? Will their mother’s revelations bring 
them back together or leave them feeling more lost 
than ever?

Charmaine Wilkerson’s debut novel is a story of 
how the inheritance of betrayals, secrets, memories, 
and even names can shape relationships and history. 
Deeply evocative and beautifully written, Black Cake 
is an extraordinary journey through the life of a family 

changed forever by the choices of its 
matriarch.

We meet every third Thursday in the 
Welcome Center at 6:30 p.m. We have 
an account to borrow the books from the 
York County Library.  If you would like 
to join us, let Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf 
know and we will get you a copy of the 
book to borrow.
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Lutheran Camping erma’s inspirations

When God thought of Mother,
He must have laughed with 

satisfaction,
and framed it quickly-

So rich, so deep, so divine,
So full of soul, power, and 

beauty,
Was the conception

-Henry Ward Beecher
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Wedding Anniversaries

May Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
May’s flowers:

June’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

07 - In memory of parents Martin & Lena
       Ericson, George Heckel, & sister 
       Annette (Heckel) Miller by Leif & 
       Peggy
14 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H Norman 
       Fishel by their children & 
       grandchildren
21 - In memory of my parents Jacob 
       E Mary Valentine & Husband David
       Thompson by Regina
28 - In loving memory of all the loved 
       ones of the Golden & Spangler 
       Families by Pat Golden& family

04 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
       Jacobs family
      -Tribute to Dawn from Wanda &
        Diana
11 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the
       Jacobs family
18 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon 
       Kinard by Erma Grim
25 - To the glory of God

03- Carol & Paul Vigna
06- Robert & Hazel Hammers
10- James & Sharon Bucher
11- Jeffrey & Holly Barker
18- Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
22- Andrea & Mark Stanley
24- Robert & Wendy Miller
29- Keith & Nancy McCleary

02- Kayde Dellinger-
      Herman
02- David Dennish
02- Joe Jacobs
05- Jo Ann Barefoot
05- Ethen Shaffer
08- Jared Bucher
09- Eric Grim
11- Edna Sheckart
12- Carl Bowles
16- Doris Golden
16- Connie Little

Spring Clean Up
(OR:  How to “Sell” The House)

On Saturday, May 6 beginning at 9:00 a.m., we will 
meet at the church to begin an important project.  If 
you watch Home and Garden on TV, you have been 
exposed to people who want to sell/promote their 
valuable property.  Well, that is what we will be 
attempting to do to spread the word that our house is a 
wonderful place to worship.  First or curb appearances 
are the best way to draw a prospective Christian 
“looker” onto your property.  Healthy trees, beautiful 
gardens and luxurious green lawns will be one of our 
goals.  Cleaning up winters left-overs and preparing 
the flower beds for the appearance of lovely flowers is 
easy when many hands volunteer to help.  

Moving inside the building, prospective Christian 
“buyers” will look for an open concept which to us 
means that we must be open to all people as well as 
have a building that is not restrictive for access and 
mobility issues.  Showing off the many rooms available 
for use is another positive and we do have multiple 
spaces for worship, study, counseling and meetings. 
All of those spaces can use a little sprucing up so dust 
cloths and a little “Pledge” will obviously help to “sell” 
the building.  Our hope, when we are finished, is that 
we can stand back with pride and excitement over 
what we have accomplished in just a few hours.  Please 
mark your calendar now so that you will be able to help 
“sell” our house to prospective parishioner “buyers”!

17- Veronica Carter
17- Judy Dellinger
19- Lin Rotz
20- Robert Fishel
20- Diane Thompson
21- Anna Davis
22- Alisha Mundis
23- Hayden Yendall
24- Linda Ricci
26- Timothy Rudolf
26- Zachariah Turner

What’s in the display 
case?

The May Cabinet display will feature 
some of the arts and crafts from our  
church secretary, Teryl Cartwright, on 
how our creativity can grow, explore, 
and share our faith with others.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.
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