
I had a reality check while on our recent family vacation in France. Here in Wethersfi eld, I live surrounded 
by reminders of the amazing heritage and history of First Church. Nearly four-hundred years of living as a 
community following Jesus in this town is incredible.  

As our family stepped off  the boat and onto the shore of the Isle of St. Honorat, I was struck by the reality 
of how young First Church actually is. I know, this is not what’s typically said of our community, but hear 
me out.  St. Honorat is home to the Abbey of Lérins, a monastic community dating back to the 5th century.  
For more than sixteen hundred years, followers of Jesus have been praying and serving our Savior from 
this small island off  the coast of France.  Saint Honoratus, for whom the island is named, fi rst journeyed 
there to live as a hermit. It wasn’t long before others followed.   In time, a thriving community was formed. 
Honoratus left behind no writings of his own. There is no work we can turn to for his words of wisdom. 
His mark on the movement of Jesus is signifi cant all the same.  He was a force of peace and stability when 
brought back to the mainland during a time of turbulence.  
Honoratus was summoned to assume the role of Bishop 

of Arles.  This position had most recently been occupied by Patroclus, a bishop who 
hoarded power and wealth, and who met an untimely end.   The diocese had also been 
scarred by early heresies spreading throughout the region. Two observations strike me 
from the life of this spiritual ancestor.  First, there was something about Honoratus that 
drew others to him.  While the waters of the French Riviera were beautiful, the island 
itself was simple and sparse. It was the life of Jesus ablaze within Honoratus that drew 
others to be with him. Second, from Honoratus’ story we learn that a life devoted to 
Jesus is a gift that brings peace to a fractured world.  Honoratus brought peace and 
renewed faithfulness to the teachings of Jesus in the diocese of Arles. For us today, 
living in a pluralistic world fi lled with division, confl ict, and power struggles, we learn a 
key lesson from spiritual forefathers like Honoratus.  Real power, the kind that heals the 
world, is found in Jesus.  Fellowship with God, prayer, and devotion to the welfare of 
others are the true power of the Church. As we move into a new ministry year together, 
my hope is that such practices will increasingly mark our shared way of life. May we, 
like those who came before, be a people who are so deeply devoted to our savior, that 
those who are searching for Him are drawn to the light that is alive in us.  

-Pastor Todd Willard
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Rally Sunday is September 8!
Combined Service - 10:00 AM in the Meetinghouse | BBQ to follow on Morgan House Lawn

Rally Sunday Message: A New Heading | Acts 16:6-10
Bring your lawn chairs or balnkets, and a dessert or side dish to share! We will provide burgers, hotdogs, and drinks! 

We hope you will join us for a time of fun and fellowship as we come together in communion as a church family!

Do you love children? Volunteers are needed on Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM 
to 11:45 AM, to help with childcare during our Mastering Motherhood Program. This 
allows our mamas to have a much needed break! If you would like to help each Thursday 
or occassionally, please contact Laurie Hart at (860) 324-8063 or lauriejhart38@gmail.

Opportunity to Serve!

  

  

  

  September 15th
Jesus Talk: Speak with Purpose

  Matthew 22:34-40 

  September 22nd
Jesus Talk: Speak with Clarity 

  Matthew 5:33-37

  September 29th 
  Jesus Talk: Speak with Understanding 
  Proverbs 18:2, 13, 15, & 17 

  October 6th 
  Combined Service 
  Rob Morris of Love146 

FALL SERMON SERIES
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On Sunday, May 5, we welcomed 14 new members 
into our church family! 

MINISTRY HAPPENINGS

Our First Church Men’s Ministry has scheduled a campfi re and chicken dinner for the 
evening of Thursday, September 12. We will gather at 6:00 PM at Ralph Winn’s beautiful 
Shady Maple Farm at 211 Scantic Road (just off  Route 5) in East Windsor. Ralph, a friend 
of First Church, and his wife Judy, are off ering us gracious hospitality and making 
dinner for all on the grill! We will bring desserts to complete the meal. The evening 
includes a tour of the farm on a tractor-drawn wagon. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM. (Please 
come on time, or a few minutes early if possible.) At about 7:30, we will have a time of 
prayer and praise singing around the campfi re, with music led by Paul Marks on guitar 
and Al Phillips on accordion. As always, we invite you to make a “joyful noise” in song! 
We hope you will join us! For more information, contact Paul at bigred383@cox.net.

Men’s Ministry Campfi re Gathering

Churchwide Prayer Course

Our First Church Choir will return to the loft on Sunday, 
September 8, once again off ering musical prayers and praises to 

God with heart and voice on behalf of the congregation. 
The choir welcomes new members who love to sing and have 

some music reading experience. Contact Sean McCarthy at 
seanm@fi rstchurch.org. 

First Church Choir Campanella Handbell Choir
The Campanella Handbell Choir has a position open for an 

entry-level ringer beginning in September. Applicants must be 
able to count to six and know their right hand from their left 

(pretty easy.) Our players say it is the most fun you will have in 
church. Contact Sean McCarthy at seanm@fi rstchurch.org.

Brass Ensemble
Brian Mohr and the First Church Brass will be returning in 

September, with their fi rst worship presentation tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, September 29. Players of all brass 

instruments who have an interest in joining, should contact 
Sean McCarthy at seanm@fi rstchurch.org.

Contemporary Worship Team

Calling All Musicians!

Our Contemporary Worship Team is always looking for new singers 
and instrumentalists! Basic profi ciency (high school level) on your 
instrument/voice is required. Reading music is sometimes helpful 
but never necessary. We welcome a wide range of instruments. If 

you are interested and play an instrument well enough to perform 
on it, there is probably a place for you here! Contact Nathan Scalise 

at nathan.scalise@gmail.com.

(Listed from Left to Right): Greg Cooke, Holly Landers, 
Tammy Cooke, Tom Landers, Liz Smith, Kelly Travers, Cheryl 
Roth, Gretchen Anderson, Steve Anderson, Randy Cornelio, 
Mary Cornelio, Tammy Carlson

(Missing from Photo): Megan & Peter Ettlinger

A Churchwide Prayer Course will be held Wednesday nights, from September 25 to October 30 from 6:30 PM to 
8:00 PM. The location is still to be determined. All are invited to join this six-week study as we read and discuss 
Daniel Henderson’s book, Transforming Prayer, How Everything Changes When You Seek God’s Face. Author 
Daniel Henderson calls us out of wish-list praying, seeking what we want God to do for us. Instead, by seeking 
His face, our ears are awakened and we experience how prayer moves us to a deeper level of spiritual intimacy 
and transformation. To register and for more information, please email Diane Galloway at care@fi rstchurch.org.



VACATION BIBLE CAMP 2024 - RECAP

	 MEET OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
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This year’s Vacation Bible Camp theme was “SCUBA; Diving into Friendship with God.” 

It was an awesome week full of fun crafts, outdoor games, singing, Bible stories, yummy snacks, and a mission project! The children 
learned that God is a friend who is real, who loves, who we can trust, who is a friend forever, and who is for everyone!  On the final night, 
we enjoyed a BBQ on the lawn with our church family and VBC parents.  

We are so thankful to everyone who participated and for all of our faithful volunteers for the time, effort, and love that was poured into 
this amazing week. We look forward to doing it all again next Summer!

We are excited and grateful to introduce the newest member of our First 
Church Staff! 

Megan Ettlinger will be joining us part-time as our new Director of Children’s 
Ministries. Megan and her husband, Peter, joined First Church in our most 
recent new member class. They have two awesome children, Jude and Hazel. 
She has been faithfully volunteering with our Children’s Ministry and doing 
an incredible job. She was an elementary school teacher prior to deciding to 
stay home to homeschool her kids. God placed Megan in our path at exactly 
the right time and we are so grateful to God for this answer to prayer. Let’s 
continue to lift this wonderful family up in prayer as they begin this new 
journey with us!

Through our Mother’s Day Weekend Plant Sale in May, 
we raised just over $2,000. These funds are currently 
being used for a number of upgrades to the Youth Room, 
including a new ping-pong table, a repaint, and lighting 
improvements. Volunteers are still needed for this project. 
If you are interested in helping, please email Josh Arcata 
at youth@firstchurch.org. Please be in prayer about this 
project; for all of the details and volunteers to come 
together, and most importantly, for God’s will to be done 
in the youth room as it is in heaven.

Youth Group starts up again on Sunday, September 8 and meets 
every Sunday evening from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM in the Youth Room.

Each week we enjoy games, snacks, worship, and small goup 
discussions about life and faith. This is a great place for middle and 
high schoolers to make new friends, invite existing friends, and 
grow in their relationship with the Lord. Throughout the year, we 
have many opportunities for serving, as well as fun events for our 
Youth. Please keep an eye out for additional information on our 
upcoming activities! We hope to see you there!

Youth Room Upgrade Youth Group (Grades 6-12)
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STAFF LISTING
Kerry Alleyne ............................................Custodian
Josh Arcata ..............Director of Youth Ministries
Eddie Cruz .................................................Custodian
Marilyn Danielson. ............ Executive Assistant to 

Senior Pastor
Mike Davis ................................. Property Manager
Marie  Fabian..................................Communications
Diana  Ferraro...................................Finance  Manager   
Diane Galloway..........................Director of Caring 

& Women’s Ministries
Megan Ettlinger...................Director of Children’s 

Ministries
Rob Lundy..........................Director of Technology 

& Production Services
Sean McCarthy............................Director of Music
Phoebe Ostergren..............................Receptionist
Lisa Roncaioli.......................Director of Preschool
Nathan Scalise.................................Contemporary 

Worship Leader
Todd Willard........................................Senior Pastor

Sunday Worship Times
First Sunday of the Month–combined 
service at 10:00 AM with communion 

 in the Meetinghouse.

All other Sundays:
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM 

in the Meetinghouse

Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM 
in Keith Jones Hall

Both services are LIVE on our Youtube 
Channel at First Church Wethersfield.

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ fi rst_church_wethersfi eld

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published quarterly, February, May, August, and November.
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
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Sunday, September 1 | 10:00 AM

Location: Cove Park (Next to DMV on Hartford Ave)

Bring your lawn chairs or blankets, and join us in a time 

of worship and communion with our brothers and sisters 

in Christ from Evangelical Free, New Life, and Generation 

Church.

ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE

Ronald Millen, May 2, 2024
Joanne Connelli Turner, May 4, 2024
Silas Smith, May 25, 2024
Teresa Ciarcia, May 27, 2024
Lilly Miller, June 5, 2024
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www.fi rstchurch.org
Email: info@fi rstchurch.org

The Spire online: fi rstchurch.org/spire

FIRST NOW-If you would like to receive 
our weekly email First Church Now, email 
marief@� rstchurch.org.
GIVING-For info about e-giving–
contributing via a monthly automatic 
withdrawal from your bank account–call 
the Finance O�  ce at 860-529-1575x123. 
You can also give online at � rstchurch.org 
(the ONLINE GIVING tab.)

First Church of Christ
IN HISTORIC WETHERSFIELD

CONGREGATIONAL
860.529.1575  |  Fax: 860.721.7861

250 Main Street, Wethersfi eld, CT 06109

Annual Cove Service

Mastering Motherhood is an amazing 
community of mamas who meet from 9:15 AM 
to 11:30 AM every Thursday for 12 weeks in the 
Fall and 14 weeks in the Spring. We provide free 
childcare, a scrumptious meal, gift giveaways, 
amazing speakers, engaging table talk 
discussions, and small book groups. The book 
groups are comprised of diff erent parenting 
and women related book studies, ranging from 

managing anger, marriage, toddlers or teens, discipline, technology, empty nesting, 
self improvements, and so many more for your choosing. Our Fall semester kicks off  on 
September 12! Visit our website, www.fi rstchurch.org/ministries/women,  to register!

Mastering Motherhood

Grief Share
Caring Ministries will begin a new Grief Share cohort 
to be held on Mondays, beginning September 9, from 
1:00 PM to 2:30 PM in the Morgan House. Each week, 
a 30-minute DVD presents helpful guidance, small 
groups discuss grief-related issues, and participants 
gain personal recovery tips and receive comfort and 
support. Cost is $15 for the workbook. Due to limited 
seating, pre-registration is required. Contact Diane 
Galloway at care@fi rstchurch.org or 860-529-1575. 

Our next Work Day will be held on Saturday, 
October 5 with a possible rain date of October 
12. This will be mostly outdoor work. Please 
keep an eye out for additional details.

Fall Work Day

BIRTHS
Clara Boruchowitz, June 18, 2024

BAPTISMS
Carter Nicholas Lentini, May 26, 2024

DEDICATIONS
Caleb Nathan Scalise, June 30, 2024

BOOK OF LIFE


