Christ Church Announcements for the week of July 19, 2026

Historical Church

The replacement of the roof of the Historic Church will begin soon. This may last for
one to two weeks depending on the weather.
The 8 am Services have been moved to the Main Church for the next few weeks.

Crier

Please make sure to check out the new Crier on our website or via the link in the weekly

emails. There is so much interesting information about the artwork that graces our walls.

Thank you to Vicki for her continued dedication to creating a beautiful and informative
Crier.

Earthquake Qutreach
On June 24th, two devastating earthquakes hit northern Venezuela causing massive
damage and loss of life. The Outreach Committee has decided to support World Central
Kitchen (WCK), whose Relief Team in Venezuela is already serving meals to support
families and first responders. Because WCK has served the region through multiple
previous responses, it can mobilize quickly and effectively, relying on trusted local
partners and firsthand knowledge of the community.

The Outreach Committee will match all parishioner donations up to $300. If you would
like to contribute, please make checks payable to Christ Church with “Venezuela
Earthquake” in the Memo line.Donations may also be made through Vanco. Thank you
for your generosity to those in the greatest need.

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that
overwhelm the world.” ~Desmond Tutu

Christmas-in-July Toy Ingathering
Sunday. July 19th

‘Tis Always the Season at Christ Church. Take advantage of summer sales, make the
holiday season a little less stressful and get a headstart on your holiday giving! Please
bring new and unwrapped TOY'S to church JULY 19th (items may be brought anytime in
July). We will store them for the Christmas Ingathering later in the year.

Items needed:

Dolls —Barbies, Baby dolls (varied ethnicity) Outdoor play and Sports balls

Action figures Cars & Trucks Board games Books Videogames Costume Jewelry Craft
sets Building Blocks Toddler Toys Mittens/Hats Character Socks/Underwear



Please bring your items to our special Christmas-themed worship service, coffee hour and
ingathering after the 10 am service on July 19th. No time to shop? We will shop for you!
Please clearly mark cash envelopes for Christmas-in-July or make checks made payable
to Christ Church with note in memo line. Gift cards are also welcome.

Any questions, see Cindy McCormack. Thank you!

Episcopal Youth Qutreach
Christ Church will be collecting the following travel-sized items to create hygiene kits:
lotion, soap, combs, toothpaste, toothbrushes, socks, healthy granola bars, hand sanitizer,
deodorant, and quart-sized Ziploc bags.

These donated items will be used to assemble hygiene kits for the Food Pantry at the
Trinity Center for Community, a ministry of Trinity Church, an Episcopal parish in
Asbury Park, New Jersey.

Please bring your donations to church by July 19 so that our youth can take the donated
items from Christ Church and assemble the hygiene kits during our Day of Service at
Trinity on July 21.

Thank you for helping us serve those in need.
~ Cindy McCormack

Regional Confirmation Class & Youth Group

We are excited to share some wonderful new opportunities for all youth in the 8th grade
and up, starting this summer and fall. Christ Church is partnering with neighboring
parishes within the Monmouth Convocation to launch a collaborative, regional approach
to youth ministry and faith formation. By teaming up, our teens will have the unique
opportunity to build friendships, serve the community, and explore their faith alongside a
larger vibrant community of peers. There are two ways for your child to be involved:

1. Regional Confirmation Class (8th Grade & Up)
The Rev. Susanna Cates from Christ Church Shrewsbury is spearheading a Confirmation
Class made up of youth and leaders from several churches within our Convocation.

e The program is scheduled to begin in September 2026 and will consist of 10
monthly regional meetings hosted at rotating churches within the Convocation.

o In addition to the monthly regional class, Confirmands will participate in one local
meeting or service event per month, hosted at Christ Church or another nearby
parish.

o We anticipate that the Rt. Rev. Sally French, the 13th Bishop of the Diocese of
New Jersey, will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation with the full regional
group in late Spring 2027.



2. Monmouth Convocation Regional Youth Group

In tandem with Confirmation preparation, youth leaders from across the Convocation are
organizing a combined Youth Group for all teens from participating parishes. This group
will meet periodically to dive deeper into our Episcopal faith tradition, engage in
impactful service projects, and connect with neighboring parishes.

Save the Date: July 21st - First Regional Service Project! "Outreach at the Beach" Day of
Service at Trinity Episcopal Church in Asbury Park
(More details to follow.)

If your child is interested in being a part of the Regional Confirmation Class, the Youth

Group, or both, please reach out to either Christine Stockhausen in the Church Office or
youth leader, Cindy McCormack. Thank you!

QOutreach Update

Please save your small condiment packages (ketchup, mayo, mustard) that are often
leftover from carry-out orders. St. Mark's can use them for to-go orders in the Soup
Kitchen. There will be a basket for the collection out at coffee hour.

The Christ Church Cycle of Prayer

During our Morning Prayer service we will pray for a few parishioners by name. This
way, our entire parish will be prayed for by name at least once each year. Parishioners
prayed for this week:

Monday :  Barbare Garrity and Don Kovalevich

Friday: The Gassler Family

PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES - YOUR ATTENDANCE WILL MAKE ALL

THE DIFFERENCE!
Month Event
July July 19" — Christmas in July
August August 8" - August Beach Day (additional
information forthcoming)




Happy News
We are all thrilled that our Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton has completed her radiation therapy!
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care for you on your healing journey!

Ashe King graduated from James Madison University with a B.S. in Geography and a
minor in Computer Science.




Welcome to the world Sylvie Rae O'Dowd, daughter of Margaux Alicea and Brian
O'Dowd and granddaughter of Vicki Schmelzer and Mark Ahearn, Colleen O’Dowd and
William Alicea and Raquel Tejada. Sylvie arrived 5 weeks early and spent several days
in the NICU, but is home now enjoying time with her family and dog Ruby.




