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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Cute as a Box of Puppies!
Publlisher’s Note:  Due to Pastor Courtney’s illness, The 

Beacon is using an article chosen by Pat Mummert for ‘The 
Pastor’s Desk’ this month.

For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not hall have the same function, so in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.

Romans 12:4-5

“Well that’s just cuter than a box of puppies,” a 
lady at our church used to exclaim when she found 
something particularly adorable.  I love how a litter of 
puppies can all come from the same mom, but each is 
so unique.  Even in a group of the same color pups, 
there will be definite differences.  Some will be fat, 
others aggressive, some sleepy, and some you just 
know will be a pack leader.

One night, my neighbor’s hunting dog gave birth 
to a diverse litter.  One of her little ones took to water 
immediately.  One looked like the blue heeler down 
the road.  Another was a fat black -and red- and white-
spotted puppy that howled like a beagle.  Every puppy 
was different and seemed to have been gifted with 
dissimilar abilities.

As they grew, their individual gifts all worked 
together to fill the needs on our neighbor’s farm.  The 
heeler rounded up the livestock, the beagle helped sniff 
out the rabbits, the lab brought in the ducks during 
hunting seasons, and the big fluffy one kept predators 
away.  

Even if you look at the people in your church or small 
group and think, ‘This will never work,’ remember that 
God has placed us purposefully, with a job for each 
and every member of the body.  When a room full of 
people from all walks of life can work together toward 
the same vision, maybe God sees a creation collection 
that makes him smile and exclaim, “Now, that’s as 
cute as a box of puppies!” -D.O.

Taken from All God’s Creatures July/Aug 2018  -Daily 
Devotions for Animal Lovers.  

Time to Order Your Christmas 
Poinsettias

We all could use a little 
Christmas, and it is most 
certainly on its way! Call 
the church office to find out 
information about placing 
poinsettia orders now, for 
Christmas Eve. We have a 
November 15th deadline to 
order red, white, or pink 6” 
plants at $9.25/each. 
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News

Pastoral Acts

Happy November to everyone.

I can’t believe we are getting to the end of the year 
already.  I would like to review a few things from the 
October Council Meeting.

Council approved the contract and extended and 
invitation to Pastor Martin Young to be our Interim 
Pastor until Pastor Courtney is able to return.  He 
will be supporting us on a part-time basis and can be 
reached through the Church Office. We are blessed to 
have him as he brings many years of experience to us 
here at Grace.

Council has also voted to postpone the Congregational 
Meeting to January 31, 2021.  This has been done for 
a couple of reasons.  It gives additional time for the 
nominating committee to reach new Council Members 
and for us to develop the procedures and processes to 
have people join the meeting remotely if they feel they 
are unable to physically be in attendance.  On a side 
note if you feel the calling to support the church by 
being on Council please let me know.

Christmas Services – I know it’s early, but we are 
planning to make sure our services run smoothly.  
As of this writing, the intent is to have our normal 
services, which have always been a 5:30 p.m. children’s 
service, and an 11:00 p.m. candleight service.  We will 
be asking everyone who plans on attending to sign-up 
in advance.  This allows for making sure we can ensure 
proper social distancing for both services.

As always thanks for your understanding and 
support.

God’s Peace,
Joe Turek

There were no pastoral acts this month.

Baby news!
Little Charlie will be 

entering the world on 
November 9!  The Erzkus 
family is in quarantine now 

for the big day.  Please keep 
them in your prayers.

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!

As your new interim pastor, let me introduce myself.  
My full name is Martin Thomas Young.  Most people 
call me ‘Marty’, and you are free to do that.  But if you 
are more comfortable using the title, “Pastor”, before 
my first or last name, then, by all means, feel free to 
do so. I look forward to getting to know each of you 
on a personal basis; and therefore, request that you 
share your name with me over and over again until 
my retired brain/mouth spits it out before you do.  

My wife, Anne, and I are members of St. James 
Lutheran Church, in Gettysburg.  We live about 4 miles 
west of East Berlin (just off of Rt. 234), in a house we 
had custom built in 2010. We retired March 1, 2006 from 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Ellwood City, PA (about 55 
miles northwest of Pittsburgh).  Back in the 70’s & 80’s 
we served in central Pennsylvania at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Harrisburg; then at Shells Lutheran Church, 
Grantville; and Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury. We 
moved back to this area to be closer to our children and 
grandchildren. Our daughter, Michelle, is a Physical 
Therapist in Winchester, VA; and our son, Mark is a 
finish carpenter – cabinet & counter-top installer living 
in Thomasville (about 7.5 miles from us). He and his 
wife, Trish (owner/operator of Good Vibes Salon in 
Hanover) have given us 4 step-grandchildren (ages 21, 
22, 27, & 29) and two biological grandkids (10 & 12 yrs. 
old). 

Being retired for fourteen years, I am only able to 
serve you on a part-time basis -- about 20 to 25 hours a 
week.  Because of COVID-19 and the distance between 
my house and Grace Church, I will not have regular 
office hours at Grace, but will be glad to meet you 
there at a time convenient to both of us.  I am always be 
available via email and phone at almost any hour. I will 
visit the homebound (when COVID-19 permits), those 
hospitalized, and also take care of all emergencies. I 
will also take care of funerals and all worship services. 
I will attend Council meetings and other functions as 
requested and as is necessary. My contract with you 
folks is from Nov. 1 until Easter, April 4 (or sooner, if 
Pastor Courtney is able to return from disability leave 
before Easter). This contract also gives me one Sunday 
a month off, which will usually be the last Sunday of 
each month.

I look forward to our time together; and hope it 
proves to be a blessing to you and to me.

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Marty
279 Kimberly Lane
East Berlin, PA 17316
my279@comcast.net
Cell: 724-971-2342  *Note different area code!

A note from our interim 
pastor



3

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

erma’s inspirations

FOOD PANTRY UP-DATE:  Well, who would have 
dreamed that we would still be suffering from the 
COVID pandemic as we near the December food 
distribution.  Since we really can’t predict what will 
happen in the days until December 14, we are going 
to continue to have families come to pack the food 
boxes.  All you need to do is call Jack at 717-818-0425 
to schedule a time for your family to volunteer.  We 
are discouraged that we have not been able to have the 
sanctuary set-up and resulting shopping experience for 
our clients but we are seriously looking at ways that we 
can return that activity to our food distribution.  Our 
pantry has been very blessed with food donations from 
the Cares Act, York County Food Bank and Central 
Pennsylvania Food Bank but we will still need cash 
donations in order to purchase the Christmas turkeys 
and the much-appreciated health care items.  Please 
continue to pray for this out-reach ministry to provide 
enough food for our hungry clients and their families 
as well as praying for our volunteers.  

HOlding 
the line to 
feed those in 
need

Here are the Camping events that 
are not canceled for the month of 
November:

November 1 – 8 online:  Annual 
Quilt Auction.  Join us for this 
year’s Quilt Auction, November 1-8, 
online. This fun-filled week of bidding raises money for 
the LCC Endowment Fund, which helps to financially 
sustain our fine ministry activities.

November 8 @6 – 8:30 p.m. at the Whittle Farm:  
Dinner and Campfire Worship.  Dinner and campfire 
worship.

The Lutheran Camping Corporation is made up of 
three properties:

KIRCHENWALD Kirchenwald is located on 340 
acres of undeveloped timberland, adjacent to 4000 
acres of State Game Lands, in Colebrook, PA. The camp 
averages over 400 campers a summer, focusing on 
adventure trip camps and growth through challenge.

NAWAKWA Nawakwa is located outside 
Arendtsville, Adams County, Pennsylvania. Wear 
a Nawakwa sweatshirt and you're sure to run into 
someone who's been there. That's because Nawakwa 
has been an outdoor gathering place for Lutherans 
since 1929.

THE WITTEL FARM The Wittel Farm is a place for 
persons and groups seeking to deepen, enrich, and 
renew their relationship with God. The rural, humble 
setting of this working farm provides for those who 
retreat here to experience solitude, prayer, spiritual 
formation, community, and the study of scripture.

Lutheran Camping 

THINK JOY

THINK JOY, when you’re sad
And soon you’ll be glad.

THINK SUN, when there’s rain
It will shine again.

THINK HEALTH, when you’re ill
There’ll be better days still.

THINK FAITH, when you doubt
For He’ll bring you out.

THINK LIFE, and not death
And He’ll give you breath.
THINK LOVE, never hate
For his love is so great.

-By Edith K. Chronister

DO YOU KNOW?

1.  Do you know what Pastor appeared on Oprah's 
TV Show?

2.  What did Grace Church do for the Katrina 
Disaster?

3.  What did Pastor Anne request be made for the 
luncheon at Rodney Heindel’s funeral?

4.  What daughter of Pastor Seitz spoke at our 
Thankoffering Service on Tanzania?

5.  Who sponsored Thankoffering Services under 
Pastor Anne?

6.  Who was the Pastor when we sponsored a 
Cambodian Refugee Family?

7.  Who was a member of Church that was a 
Postman for many years?

8.  A member of Grace that was Mayor of Red Lion 
between 1985-2005?

9.  Our Paschal Candle/Holder/Advent Wreath was 
given in memory of?

10. What Interim Minister joined the Senior Choir?

Answers on page  6

More Grace Trivia
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize an event 
you are planning in the church, tell people about something 
you or your family are doing, thank members, celebrate 
a victory. The possibilities are endless!  The vision for the 
newsletter is to communicate between members in a clear 
and interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you may 
email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  Please 
make sure your document is either a .doc or .pdf file.  
If you are including digital artwork, make sure it is at 
least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your submission 
in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ outside the office 
door.  The mailboxes are located on a table across the 
hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission is the 
20th of each month for the following month’s newsletter.  
If you have pictures or graphics that complement your 
submission, include them along with directions or 
suggestions on their use. Please include your contact 
information in every submission so the editor can get 
in touch to clarify or fact-check.  If you are interested in a 
monthly submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to the 

Newsletter

Our book for November 
is Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine by Gail 
Honeyman.  Goodreads.
com has this to say about 
the book:  

Meet Eleanor Oliphant: she struggles with 
appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what 
she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully 
timetabled life of avoiding unnecessary human 
contact, where weekends are punctuated by frozen 
pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy.

But everything changes when Eleanor meets 
Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT 
guy from her office. When she and Raymond together 
save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen, the 
three rescue one another from the lives of isolation that 
they had been living. Ultimately, it is Raymond’s big 
heart that will help Eleanor find the way to repair her 
own profoundly damaged one. If she does, she'll learn 
that she, too, is capable of finding friendship—and 
even love—after all.

Smart, warm, uplifting, Eleanor Oliphant Is 
Completely Fine is the story of an out-of-the-ordinary 
heroine whose deadpan weirdness and unconscious 
wit make for an irresistible journey as 
she realizes. . . the only way to survive 
is to open your heart. 

If you would like a copy of the book, 
see Geri Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf.  We 
meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center.  Our 
November meeting is on the 19th.  

WRITING YOUR MEMORIES!
Don’t forget about the Grace Memory Project.  Please 

consider giving a memory to the project.  We would 
like to have a wonderful history keepsake.  Those of 
you considering a submission, please take the time to 
write it out.  We will accept any written format.  Many 
people have grown up in this church, please think 
about your time and write a memory or two down.

For the past 125 years Grace Lutheran Church has 
been blessed with members who made our church 
a wonderful place of worship.  Through those years 
many memories have been created.  To celebrate our 
Anniversary, we would like to have those memories 
shared, and in the process create new memories going 
forward.  We would like everyone to share an experience 
that you recall about our church by submitting either 
written or typed on plain or colorful paper.  For those 
tech savvy people out there, use your favorite voice 
recognition software to get those memories down.  We 
did get some entries last month.  Keep them coming!  
You can always submit more than one if you can.

In Person Services
We are in a holding pattern of procedures during 

COVID.  We ask you to register at 717-244-5987 by 
Thursday noon and practice social distancing including 
wearing a mandatory mask while in the church building.  
Please see the ad box for information regarding attending 
virtually via Facebook.  You can also get information 
about worship services by going to our website:  www.
gracelutheran.com and click on the ‘Worship’ tab, then 
‘How to Worship’ and ‘Worship with us’ tabs for the 
morning service options both in person and online.  Here 
are the highlights regarding attending in person if you 
are choosing this option.

	 We make sure every family can sit and maintain 
the 6 feet separation from other members

	 We wipe down the Church with a bleach solution 
after every service or meeting that takes place. This not 
only includes the worship space but any space that has 
had foot traffic even the elevators

	 We have a sign in-sheet so we know who attends 
every service.  So, if something were to happen, we can 
reach out to everyone.

	 For the Children’s Church, we make sure each 
child has their own supplies and they will use the same 
box each week. 

	 When we have communion, we use a special 
container so the wafer and the juice have not been touched 
and are sanitary.

	 We ask you call before you attend service this so 
we can make sure we can space the seating so everyone 
can maintain a safe distance.

We are not holding service to a specific number of 
attendees at this time, as long as we can maintain the 
proper social distancing.
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Wedding Anniversaries

November Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

November’s flowers:

December’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy Birthday

1.  Pastor Anne  2. Health Kits  3.  Rum Balls    4.  
Ann Seitz Brown   5.  Women of ELCA

6.  Pastor Clapper   7.  Roy Grove   8.  Sterling Smith   
9.  Ruth Clapper   10.  Rev. Cluley

01- In memory of Sterling & Arlene 
Smith by the Smith family

08- In memory of mother Loretta 
Jackson, by Wendy Mummert

15- In memory of Luther & Margaret 
Curran and Jacob & Ruth Keener by 
their children & family

22- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by 
the family

29- Grace Lutheran

01- Larry & Dolores Tudor 
05- Maggie & Thomas Holroyd 
05- Gary & Barbara Krout 
08- Jeffrey & Lesa Arnold 
09- Andrew & Lisa Crawford 
12- Lisa & Stephen Germick 
21- Sharon & Andreas Hont 
22- C. Richard & Jean Rhine 
29- Jud & Kelly Stauffer

01- Daniel Davis 
02- Chad Vigna 
05- Andrew Crawford 
05- Paige Fishel 
05- Drew Walker 
06- Elizabeth Hanzlik 
07- William Coeyman 
09- William Stein 
10- Jake Hanzlik 
13- Jeremy Christenberry 
13- Stacy Frey 
14- Mark Einsig 
15- Robert Arnold 
15- Robert E. Hammers 
18- Courtney Erzkus 
20- Ottilie Grim 
20- Stephen Seitz 
20- David Sipe 
22- Jeanne Laucks 
24- Eleanor Gross 
25- Bobbi Jo Shaffer 
25- Ellen Warntz 
26- Wesley Smith 
27- Wendy Mummert 
28- Samuel Laucks 
28- Wendy Miller 
28- Amy Webster 
29- Jaclyn Golden 
30- Kelly Jo Marshall

trivia Answers: from page  3

To see services live or 
recorded, sign into Facebook 
and go to the Grace Lutheran 
Church Red Lion page.  If it is 
currently streaming you will 

see it. We are also saving the 
services there, so you can 

select the service you want 
and watch it at anytime.

06 – Grace Lutheran
13 – In honor of Sandy Stauffer & 

Donna & Sterling Krout & in memory 
of Joe Stauffer by Sara, Maggie, Kelly & 
Jud Stauffer

20 - In memory of Bernice & Clark 
Jacobs by the Jacobs family

24 – Grace Lutheran
27 - In memory of Cheslin & Lottie 

Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson
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