St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Lewes, Delaware

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025, 10:15 a.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite 11
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HANDBELL PRELUDE Gloria Hodie art. Julie Turner & Kevin McChesney

A HYMN IN PROCESSION Savior of the nations, come

The Hymnal 1982, # 54

Celebrant
People

= Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

A THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Advent wreath is lighted during the singing of

A CANTICLE 16 The Song of Zechariah
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1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comes to set us free
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So have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor-ship with-out fear and of - fer lives of praise,
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God would turn back our en - ¢ - mies and all who wish us harm.
in ho - li - ness and right- eous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of death and lead wus in-to peace.
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) © 1989 Hope Pul)libhing Co. All rights reserved.

Music: Mundelein, Steven R. Janco (b. 1961) © 1994 World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of OneLicense #A-709423.

A Indicates the People stand, as able.

b Indicates the Pegple may make the sign of the cross.




A THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
Lord God, whose servant Mary was marvelously called to be the mother of your Son, give
us her spirit of wisdom and faith, that we may lay aside all doubt and selfishness, and follow

that path that you have laid before us in confidence and joy, through the power of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16
Reader A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and 1 will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore
the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and
shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land
before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:1-7,16-18  Qui regis Israel
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O LORD God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.



SECOND LESSON Romans 1:1-7
Reader A reading from the letter to the Romans.

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who
was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for
the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved
in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.

A HYMN Unexpected and mysterious Page 9
A GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
trom the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is
with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her
as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Jeffrey Ross, Rector

ATHE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
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dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE by the Rev. Dr. Fred Day

Deacon In waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer O God, trusting your promise to renew
the church and the whole creation.

Leader We pray for the church. May the coming of “Emmanuel” be more than a dream. Like
Joseph and Mary, open our hearts to give life to the name, “God saves,” and live as though
God is with us. With the apostles, prophets, and saints, enliven your people to bring peace
and good will to the world. Ever-present God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for the earth. The entire universe breaks forth in song at Messiah’s approach. May
we join that chorus by living in ways that demonstrate awe, respect, and reverence for all
creation. Wondrous God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for the nations of the world. Send messengers of peace to lands and peoples
trapped in cycles of drought, epidemic, famine, poverty, and war. Inspire leaders and we
who support them with hearts for justice and actions that care for the common good. God
of everyone, everywhere,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader In the wake of the Bondi Beach Synagogue shootings, give us courage and determination to
join hands with Jews and non-Jews across the globe to end antisemitism and all prejudice,
wherever it lies. God of light outshining darkness,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader The scripture says: “Be persistent in prayer, and keep alert as you pray, giving thanks to
God.” God, thank you for the joys and blessings of this life. (Ihe peaple may offer thanksgivings,
silently or alond.)

For your love and goodness, O God,

People We give you thanks.

Leader We pray for those enduring difficult times. When tears of grief, exhaustion, and emotional
hurt are overwhelming, make haste to help. Uphold all who are ill; especially , and
those we now name silently or aloud. (Pause) Use us to be bearers of your grace and mercy.
God of restorative power and wellness,

Pegple Hear our prayer.

Leader We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service F,
especially ( and) those we now name silently or aloud. (Paxse) Strengthen our earthly
sojourn until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we are held fully and completely in
your love. God of resurrection,

People Hear our prayer.



Celebrant God of glory, whose Son looked on the brokenness of this world in love, and in his mercy
came to bring us healing and peace, grant us grace to long for his coming again, that our
hearts would be opened by his compassion, and our world would be reconciled by his
inspiration, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A CONFESSION OF SIN

Deacon We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. Silence is kept. Have mercy upon us,

People most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 7 through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

A THE PEACE
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

BLESSINGS FOR BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

HANDBELL ANTHEM I Wonder as I Wander arr. Peggy Bettcher (b. 1961)

A PRESENTATION HYMN Winchester New
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A THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, S 114
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Setting: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willian (1880-1968)

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us F to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now;, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

A THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

A THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Hymnal 1982, S 158
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Setting: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willian (1880-1968)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. (Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,)

The Sacrament is distributed at the communion rail; you are welcome to kneel or stand to receive. Please grasp the
chalice at the base and guide it to your lips. Gluten-free wafers are available, please ask the priest if you need one.
Communion is full and complete in either the host or the chalice. If you desire to receive a blessing instead of
communion, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION HYMNS Creator of the stars of night The Hymnal 1982, # 60
Lo, how a rose ¢’er blooming # 81

COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  if present

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to
whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

A POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A THE BLESSING
A HYMN IN PROCESSION O come, O come, Emmanuel The Hymnal 1982, # 56

A THE DISMISSAL

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

All are welcome to sit and enjoy the postlude.

If you wish to leave, please do so quietly in respect for others.

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY People, look East arr. Robert Hobby (b. 1962)
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Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, 2002, ©, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: St. HeLena, Calvin Hampton, 1976. © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.

Reprinted by permission of OneLicense #A-709423.

Please note that this service is being live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube. You might be visible on the video feed.

The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Buzz and Terri Klopp in thanksgiving for family



Prayer List:(names usually stay on for about a month): Mary Ellen Adams, Brian Atchison, Frank & Vicki Ball,
Bill Beihl, Sharon Bembry, Patty Bennett, Joanne Bernardo, Olga Brocco, Charles Brown, Brian Cahill, Tom
Campione, Dave Canan, Tom Catlson, Lorraine Carr, Rebecca Carr, Pat Casadei, Bill Chaney, Owen
Cheevers, Diane Clark, Mike Clemmer, Marcia Cook, Guy Corriero, Marianne Coté, Rebekah Crager &
Richard Sweeney, Emily Cronin, Mike Davitt, Carol Decatur, Angelique Devlin, Pat Ditmars, Justin Dodd,
Marianna Dyal, Jody Ebert, Dotty Eisenhour, Jim Elsner, Dean Ferris, Robert Fields, Olga Fitch, Susan
Fortier, Ann France, Pere Yvan Francois, Pamela Gallamore, Al Gensch, Patty Gibler, Emily Gibson, Tanya
Gilden, Bernie Gilmore, Paul Goebel, William Golding, Charles Graham & Ray Myrtle, Bill Granger, Nancy
Grasing, Mary Beth & John Grau, Pete Hansot, Don Harlan, Alice Harris, Laurie Hawkins, Bruce Heisler,
Ginny Holthaus, Beth Hoolehan, Bob Howard, Vernon Huber, Chloe Jackson, Rebecca Jackson, Brian
Jenkins, Mary & Fran Kane, Almira Kikic, Charlotte King, Casen Kirk, The Rev. Bob Kriesat, Susan Kubler,
Christine Layden, Kerri Layton, David Levin, Charles Lewis Jr., Bill Livesey, Charles LoPresto, Chris Long,
Jack Lord, Eleanor Martchmont, Joseph Marcin, Greg Martin, Don Matthews, Penny McCaffrey, Kathy
McClune, Gibson Alula McDade, Lindy McMillian, Brian McQuilkin, Bernadette Michaels, Jo Miller-Marcin,
Dan Mulveny, Josey Mulveny, Tracy Mulveny, Helen Murphy, Steve Nieblas, Brian North, Melissa Nowell,
Michael Overbey, Debbie Padgett, Penny Pagano, Joe Parker, Lisa Peterson, Steve Portalupi, Valerie
Providenza, Theresa Pugh, Jim Ralston, Linda Reiter, Angie Rummel, Paul Rummel, Ed Ruperd, Kyra
Sampson, Vicky Satz, Pat Schofield, Julie Schonfield, Mary Shea, Levi Shorter, Linda Simeone, Beth Smith,
Beth Snyder, Carolyn Snyder, Arthur Sutton, Richard Sweeney, Andrew Taylor, Doug Thomson, Gary Tice,
Pat Vallese, Rebecca Vasan, Tom Waite, Irving Walls, Patty Warden, Tom Welch, Don Wessel, Ken Wheeler,
Louise White, Marianne Wiedmann, Sara Wilkinson, Doug Williams, Jerry Williams, Andy, Anita and Hailey,
Anne, Ben, Bill D., Bob, Bonnie, Brucie, Carol, Caroline, Charlie, Chase, Chris, Christa, Christopher,
Clayton, Cynthia Jean, Daniel, Deb, Debi, Derek, Diane, Dina, Dortis, Doug, Eleanor, Fran, Gabriel, Garrett,
Gillian S., Hazel, Heather, Helen & Carol, Helena, Jacqueline C., Jaxon, John, Julian, Juliana, Karen K,
Kathy W, Kerry, Larry, Leo & Donna, Liz, Lynn, Marje, Marjory, Mark, Mark Thomas, Maryann K, Mandy,
Maverick, Nancy, Ned, Nicholas & Steve, Paul, Pierson, Raymond, Rowan, Ruth, Sam, Sarah, Sarah P,
Stephanie, Steve T., Susan, Tammy, Tara, Tess, Thomas, Tosha, Valerie, Vicki, Wesley, William K. Deaths:

PLEASE NOTE: Beginning December 31, 2025, (and thereafter every three months, March 31, June 30, and September
30) the entire prayer list will be reset and names will need to be resubmitted. Questions or concerns, please speak to Fr. Jeff.
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CALENDAR

Morning and Evening Prayer are offered daily at 9 am and 5 pm on our Facebook page

Sunday, December 21 Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
8 am Holy Eucharist 3* pm A Godly Play Christmas
9% am Godly Play with Holy Eucharist
10" am Holy Eucharist 5 pm Christmas Lessons & Carols
4 pm Diocesan Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist

8 pm Festal Holy Eucharist w/Choit
Monday, December 22 10" pm Christmas Carol Prelude
11 am Yoga 11 pm Festal Holy Eucharist w/Choit
12 pm Daughters of the King
1 pm Yoga Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day
4 pm Insight Meditation 9 am Holy Eucharist w/Baptism (spoken)
7 pm AA
7 pm Men’s Spirituality Friday, December 26

7pm  Mystic Monday - Longest Night
Saturday, December 27

Tuesday, December 23 9 am Tai Chi

Noon AA 5 pm Holy Eucharist
10 am Art Strong

1 pm S.T.a.R. Class Sunday, December 28

6 pm Scouts 8 am Holy Eucharist

10" am Holy Eucharist

Today’s Servants

Acolyte Lector Chalice Bearers Ushers
Preston Dunne George Flett Rob Lye & Brenda Mitchell, Blake
Elinor Boyce Turnbull, & Dan and

Jason Somerset

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED The second most important hour of our week together at St.
Petet’s (after Holy Eucharist) is our fellowship/coffee hour. Sunday’s Host: Kat Dunne

A Spiritual and Personal Growth Discussion Group for Men. We will meet on Monday, December
22, from 7-8:30 p.m. for open and lively conversation about growth issues in our lives. All men are
welcome to join us for this time of enriching discussion of spiritual matters without judgment or
criticism. This will be a “hybrid” meeting -- those who wish to meet in person can gather in the
Conference Room in the church basement; we’ll also broadcast via Zoom (meeting ID 302 645 8479,
password 1681). Our normal meeting schedule is the second and fourth Monday of each month. As a
starting point for conversation, we’ll be discussing Chapter Five in “The Tears of Things — Prophetic
Wisdom for an Age of Outrage” by Richard Rohr. Reading the book in advance is not necessary for
participation.
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Volunteers Needed For the last few years, some St. Peter’s parishioners have generously volunteered to
tfeed the homeless with volunteers from St. Edmond Church in Rehoboth. We will be providing food for
adults at the Community Center every Wednesday from 12/31-3/25. We will also provide food for 50
adults and 30 children every Sunday from December through March to Lighthouse for Broken Wings (at
the Red Mill Inn). If you are interested in joining a team of volunteers to feed the homeless again this
wintet, please contact Nancy and Tony Marks at nmarks51355@gmail.com and let them know:

St. Peter’s Readers We meet in person in the church conference room on the third Sunday of the
month. All readers are welcome!

® January 18- 4 pm: Trevor Noah’s memoir, “Born a Crime: Stories from a South African
Childhood”

The Women’s Spirituality Group at St. Peter’s The WSG generally meets on the 1st & 3rd Fridays,
10:30 am - Noon in the Parish Hall. Adjustments are made for holiday weekends. Women are welcome
to attend any meeting, Books are chosen by the women and discussion facilitated by the Rev. Dr. Carol
Flett and the Rev. Rebecca Brenner. Women obtain their own copy of the book. In January (9 & 23), we
will begin reading and discussing We Can Learn to Be Brave by Bishop Mariann Budde, Washington DC
diocesan bishop. This book was chosen after our group’s discussion led to questions of ‘what can we do
in response to these challenging times’. Come and see if this group is what you are looking for.
Questions? Contact revilett@gmail.com

Men’s Breakfast Come join us on Saturday, January 10th; at the Midway Cafe. located in the Midway
shopping center (just a few doors down from the Movies at Midway). Separate checks will be available.
These monthly get-togethers are held on the second Saturday of each month, September through June.
All St. Peter’s men are welcomed to join these informal gatherings, regardless of which worship services
they may usually attend. The breakfasts afford us the opportunity to establish and/or renew
acquaintances, especially as the parish continues to grow. For further information and to RSVP
(always helpful) contact Stu Brahs at sjbrahs@prodigy.net. PLEASE RSVP SO WE CAN LET
THE RESTAURANT KNOW HOW MANY THERE WILL BE!

Adult English Language Classes: Registration is open; classes start in January Registration is
open for English language classes in Rehoboth and Milford. Winter classes begin January 13. Classes are
held on Tuesdays and Thursdays; morning and evening sessions available for students for all levels:
beginner to advanced. Small groups; friendly teachers. Cost: $20, includes books. Free childcare is
provided. Register at lcosrehoboth.org/fall-2023-registration, or email esl@lcostehoboth.org, Classes are
offered by the Community ESL Program, hosted by The Lutheran Church of Our Savior.

End-of-year Donation deadline: Please note that the deadline to submit your donations for 2025 to
the office is Tuesday, December 30th at noon.
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Summer 2025 It’s that time of year again. Registration for Camp Arrowhead sessions are open. Visit
their website to enroll. https://www.camparrowhead.net/register-online.html Financial aid assistance is
available on their registration page linked above. Camp Arrowhead Scholarship Directions: Here is
how the Scholarship at St. Peter’s works (the camp also has additional monies available). Any member of
the parish going to camp can claim a $300 scholarship for camp (while supplies last) per child.
Hardships/special cases can get more if they let Father Jeff know. The scholarships for camp will be
available until March 2. If any money is left, it will be sent to the Camp Arrowhead scholarship fund.
Please let Jessica and Kelley know how many kids you are sending so they can reserve funds for you by
printing out a copy of the statement of account and sending it via email.
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT ST. PETER’S
Sunday, December 21, 2025 at 4pm
Diocesan Christmas Lessons and Carols with Bishop Brown
Saint Peter’ is honored to host this annual diocesan service with the Choir School of DE
Monday, December 22, 2025 at 7pm
The Longest Night Service
Near the Winter Solstice, we gather to console those living with loss and grief.
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24, 2025
3:30 pm A Godly Play Christmas with Holy Eucharist
(especially intended for Children and young families)
5:30 pm Christmas Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist
8 pm Festal Holy Eucharist with parish choir
11pm Festal Holy Eucharist with parish choir and incense
Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25, 2025
9 am Holy Eucharist with Baptism (Spoken service)
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2026 Altar Flower Dedications

If you would like to dedicate flowers for the Altar on a special Sunday, Easter or Christmas, please fill out
the form below and return it to the Church office as soon as possible. Please list the names as you would
like them to appear in the Sunday bulletin on that date. Flowers may be given “in thanksgiving for”, “in
memory of ”, “in celebration of”, “in honor of”, or for any reason. We limit the dedication of flowers to
two givers for each Sunday except Easter & Christmas. The number of contributors is growing;
therefore, the date you have requested may not be available. Dates are scheduled on a first come first
served basis. We will call if there is a conflict to schedule you for the week closest to your date or an
alternate date. An arrangement will cost $35 for each dedication. You may send the payment now or wait
until your dedication date is a little closer. Checks should be made out to St. Peter’s Church, please mark
“Flowers” in the memo line. The information you return will be kept on file for the altar Flowers for
the currvent year only, therefore, we ask that you submzit a new sheet for the new year.

Flowers will not be used on the Altar during Lent (February 18 — March 22)

Palms only will be used on the Altar on March 30 for Palm Sunday

During Advent (November 29- December 20) greens or cactus will be used in place of flowers

2026 Altar Flower Dedication

Given By:

Phone #: Email:

Address:

Please circle IMO (in memory of). ITF (in thanksgiving for), ICO (in celebration of) for each dedication

Date: Name(s) of individuals/events as you would like it to be listed in the Bulletin

__ Payment Enclosed ____ Please Bill Me

You may also drop payment off at the Church Office, or by placing it in the Offering Plate.
If you prefer you may email your Dedication to kmallon@stpeterslewes.org
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CLERGY & PASTORAL STAFF
The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross, Rector
Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator
Jessica Potter, Family Ministry and Communications

T. J. Thomas, Minister of Music
+

The Rev. Kathy Andonian, Priest Associate
The Rev. Deacon Paula Waite, Chaplain to Beebe Hospital
Robert Reehorst, Sexton
Helen Waite, Garden Manager

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
P.O. Box 464
Lewes, DE 19958
(302) 645-8479 * ww.stpeterslewes.org Give online
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