
Good leaders ask good questions. What is the best question someone has 
asked you recently? Did your answer lead to any new discoveries? What is the 
best question you’ve asked recently?

Here’s a question, “Do you think of yourself as a leader in Jesus’ church?” Why 
or why not?

Have you ever noticed how great Jesus was at developing leaders? It is almost 
as if this was a core part of His strategy. Jesus saw potential in people. Jesus’ 
strategy worked. In His Great Commission, Jesus entrusted His mission into 
the hands of those He had raised up. From generation to generation, this 
mission has been faithfully handed down. The mission of Jesus is alive today 
just as it was two-thousand years ago. I would call that a successful strategy.

If you are a follower of Jesus, you are a leader. A leader is one who has the power to infl uence a situation. In 
Ephesians 1:19-20 Paul writes, 

 “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you,         
the riches of His glorious inheritance in His holy people, and His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power 
is the same as the mighty strength He exerted when He raised Christ from the dead.”

The power that raised Jesus from the dead, is alive in you. Incredible!

You are a leader in Jesus’ Church. He has a space where your infl uence and leadership are needed. Jesus, the 
great question asker and leader of leaders, is putting a question before you today. How will you answer? 

Pastor Todd
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ADVENT SERMON SERIES

5:00 PM*, 7:30 PM*, 9:00 PM

Join us for our Christmas Eve Services!

On Sunday, October 5th, we welcomed eight new 
members into our church family!
Front Row (Left to Right): Daphne Adams, Stephanie Collin, 
Emily Huffman, Elyse Pedra

Back Row (Left to Right): Daniel DeBella, Jeffrey Adams, 
Timothy Whiting, Jim Mazo

*Childcare will be provided during the fi rst two services.



UPCOMING EVENTS
Thanksgiving Meals

The First Church Choir will present a Festival of Lessons and Carols 
on Sunday, December 21st at 4:00 PM, the opening event for our 
2025-2026 Meetinghouse Concert Series. 

The Festival is a traditional holiday program of beloved carols and 
sacred readings telling the story of the Nativity which has been 
performed at the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge in England 
since the early 20th century. The program tells the story from the 
Garden of Eden, where Adam and Eve disobey God, up to the birth 
of Christ the Messiah at Christmas. The service typically includes 
the haunting carol, “Once in Royal David’s City.”

As always, admission to the concert is free, with a donation ac-
cepted at intermission. Come bring in the spirit of Christmas for 
you and your family, joining with the choir to sing many of your 
favorite carols.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols

Holidays On Main
Wethersfi eld’s annual winter celebration is fast approach-
ing! We are excited to connect and open wide the doors of 
First Church to our neighbors.  This year, Holidays on Main 
will take place on Thursday, December 4th fom 5:00 PM to 
8:30 PM.  

Come warm up and enjoy some hot chocolate by the fi re, 
or head inside and enjoy some fun craft making or tour our 
historic meetinghouse. There are plenty of opportunities to 
get involved.  For more details on how to participate, please 
visit www.fi rstchurch.org/events.

First Church will be sending home-cooked meals into our commu-
nity for Thanksgiving again this year! We’ve blessed hundreds of 
families and individuals through this tangible expression of Jesus’ 
love. Last year, we served over 130 meals to 97 locations. This year, 
we are aiming for 200! Approximately 60 volunteers will be needed 
for this task. We are blessed this year to have the support of The 
Charles Restaurant who will be providing all of our turkeys.

There are several ways to support this effort. To assist with the pur-
chase of needed items, you can provide a monetary gift by sending 
a check to First Church and notating “Thanksgiving” in the memo. 
If you’d like to assist with cooking, packaging, or delivering meals, 
please email thanksgivingmeal@fi rstchurch.org. Deliveries will be 
made the evening of Wednesday, November 26th. With your help we 
can spread the love of Christ to our neighbors!



Let’s fi ll the Meetinghouse to watch the Greatest Story Ever 
Told! Join us on Sunday, December 7th at 3:00 PM in the Meet-
inghouse to enjoy this year’s Christmas Pageant. Following 
the pageant, we will gather in the Wells Fellowship Area to 
enjoy Christmas Cookies & Cocoa! Bring a batch of cookies to 
share! Cookies can be dropped off on the tables in the Wells 
Area on your way to the pageant. Do you know a child who 
wants to be a part of the performance? Visit www.fi rstchurch.
org/events to sign them up! There will be one rehearsal on 
Sunday, November 23rd from 11:30 to 1:00 PM. Pizza will be 
served prior to the rehearsal. We will also run through the 
performance one fi nal time right before the pageant at 2:00 
PM on December 7th.

YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

On Saturday, December 13th from 3:30-6:30 PM, we 
will be hosting a Drop Off Movie Afternoon! Have a 
fun afternoon to yourself to shop, prep or simply re-
lax and leave the childcare to us!  We will complete 
a craft, enjoy a pizza dinner together and watch 
a fun Christmas Movie (Rated G).  This is open to 
children ages 3+.  The cost is $20 for your fi rst child 
and $10 for each additional child, per family.  Reach 
out to Megan Ettlinger at children@fi rstchurch.org 
with questions or if you’d like to volunteer to help 
with this fun event.  You can sign-up by visiting 
fi rstchurch.org/events.

Christmas Pageant

Drop Off  Movie Afternoon

Our Youth Christmas Party for grades 6-12 returns this year on 
December 21st from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. Students will enjoy Christ-
mas themed refreshments, activities, and a lesson that wraps up 
our Advent teaching series “Manger Exchange”. Students should 
each bring a wrapped gift valued at $15 or less for our crazy gift 
swap game!

Youth Group Christmas Party!

True Beauty
Mark your calendar for True Beauty 2025, a one-day event for girls in 
grades 6–12 on Sunday, November 23, from 2:30–8:00 PM. The afternoon 
will include dinner, creative projects, exciting games, and thoughtful, 
faith-based conversations about the important topics teenage girls 
want to hear about. The cost is $25. Visit www.fi rstchurch.org/youth to 
register. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Josh Arcata 
at youth@fi rstchurch.org.

Pumpkin-Fest Recap
Thanks to the entire congregation for supporting the 
Pumpkin Fest by either attending the event, carving a 
pumpkin, donating your time, donating an item for us 
to enjoy, or simply praying for a fun-fi lled fall night!  It 
was a wonderful evening of fellowship as we admired 
the lit pumpkins and voted for our favorite, visited 
Pastor Todd by the fi repit, toured the Meetinghouse, 
meandered through the indoor activities, and enjoyed 
some pumpkin fl avored snacks.  We had over 300 peo-
ple view the pumpkins and over 150 join us inside to 
partake in the indoor festivities. We’re looking forward 
to doing it all again next year!



Christmas Pageant

Youth Group Christmas Party!
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Staff  Listing
Kerry Alleyne .............................................. Custodian
Josh Arcata ...........Director of Youth Ministries
Eddie Cruz ................................................... Custodian
Marilyn Danielson. .........Executive Assistant to 

Senior Pastor
Mike Davis ................................. Property Manager
Marie  Fabian..................................Communications
Diane Galloway..........................Director of Caring 

& Women’s Ministries
Jackie Hoswon......................Church Accountant
Megan Ettlinger................Director of Children’s 

Ministries
Rob Lundy........................Director of Technology 

& Production Services
Paula Mazo....................................Finance Assstant
Lisa Roncaioli......................Director of Preschool

Nathan Scalise.............Contemporary Worship  

                                                                    Leader

Todd Willard........................................Senior Pastor

First Sunday of the Month–combined 
service at 10:00 AM with communion 

 in the Meetinghouse.

All other Sundays:
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM 

in the Meetinghouse

Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM 
in Keith Jones Hall

Both services are LIVE on our Youtube 
Channel at First Church Wethersf ield.

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ fi rst_church_wethersfi eld
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Entered Eternal Life
Mary Offi cer, August 6, 2025
Lorraine Hale, August 16, 2025
David French, August 25, 2025
Martha Rogers, August 28, 2025
Ron Brisson, August 31, 2025
Donald Edwards, October 21, 2025

Births
Calvin Merritt Baldwin, May 20, 2025

www.fi rstchurch.org
Email: info@fi rstchurch.org

The Spire online: fi rstchurch.org/resources

FIRST NOW-If you would like to receive 
our weekly email First Church Now, email 
marief@fi rstchurch.org.

GIVING-Giving can be done online at 
fi rstchurch.org.
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CONGREGATIONAL
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Book of Life

UPDATES!
Steeple Project
The architect and the committee have selected the 
Babbidge Construction Company to administer the 
project. This company was determined to be the 
best fi t for our project as it was well represented 
with experience and diligence on many historical 
restorations throughout the state. The next phase 
will focus on compiling accurate cost estimates and 
refi ning the schedule.

Fundraising has begun. As always, the congregation is responding in a great and 
generous way. Pledge cards and contributions are arriving, as well as response 
from individuals from the general public. In addition, efforts are being made to 
contact corporate entities to assist in this historic venture.

Our Church is filled with poinsettias during the week of Christmas, due to the
generosity of the congregation. You may add to the Joy by making a contribution
to the memorial Christmas flowers. Suggested donation is $35.
This completed form and your check (payable to “First Church of Christ”) should reach
the church’s Finance Office by Monday, December 15th. Either mail them to First
Church or place them in the drop box located just outside the Finance Office. You can
also make your contribution directly on our website under our “Give” page.

The information (except phone number) will appear in print:

In loving memory of:________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Given by:________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Phone Number:____________________________________________________

Please Print * Use Additional Paper If Necessary

Christmas Joy!

Sunday Worship Times


