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meditations is: “The 
Challenge of Starting 
All Over Again!”  Each 
week’s title is listed on 
another page in this 
newsletter.

I also encourage you to be present for Sunday 
morning worship as we journey with our Lord to his 
death on Calvary and to his empty tomb on Easter.

So, my dear fellow marked friends, I hope you’ll be 
among those who accept the challenge of staring all 
over again.  Serious meditation is a way through which 
the Holy Spirit takes the ashes (tattoo) on our foreheads 
and implants it in our hearts – a way in which God 
does his work of conversion.

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever, 
your brother in Christ,

Pastor Marty
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Daybreak Dawnings From Pastor Marty: “Marked”

Dear Marked People of God:

When my grandson was a baby and 
a toddler, I often helped to dress him.  
Each time I did so I would notice a 
dark spot on his right leg, down 
on the calf, that was different from 

the rest of his skin.  It was about an inch long and a 
quarter inch wide.  I’d recall that it was a “birth mark”, 
something many of us have.  He is a “marked” child!  
And then I’d remember baptizing him and making 
the sign of the cross with oil on his forehead, saying, 
“Grant, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  
On that day he joined all the baptized as God’s Marked 
People!

On Ash Wednesday each year thousands of Christians 
all over the world gather to worship and to have their 
foreheads marked with ashes from the remains of the 
previous year’s Palm branches. It is the only time of 
the year that we are ever visibly marked, that we carry 
on our bodies the sign of our faith.  But substance of 
the sign – the ashes themselves – speak not so much 
of our faith, but of our lack of faith – of our sinfulness.  
Together, the substance and the shape – the ashes in 
the form of a cross – speak to the theme of Lent, which 
is a call to conversion.  Lent is meant to be a time of 
turning around, of changing direction – away from our 
sinful ways, toward God and his ways – conversion – 
of starting all over again!  Lent is meant to be a time in 
which we stop running, especially on the tread-mill of 
life – a time in which we cease being busy about many 
things, while avoiding the one thing necessary, which 
is a closer relationship with our Lord and God.

As I write this article, we are planning to have an 
in-person worship service at Grace on Wednesday, 
February 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  It will also 
be streamed and recorded.  Because of COVID-19 
everybody will need to wear a mask.  You will be 
invited to come forward to receive the “Mark”.  But 
instead of ashes actually being applied to your 
forehead, a temporary tattoo (which keeps us within 
COVID mitigation guidelines), looking like the image 
above, will be applied to your forehead.

I encourage you to be present for this service to 
begin the Lenten journey.  In place of other mid-week 
Lenten services, I will provide a meditation each week, 
which will be mailed out (snail & email) along with 
the Sunday sermon.  The theme of these mid-week 
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News

Pastoral Acts

I hope this finds everyone well. 
Just a couple of quick updates for 
everyone:

Worship Service:  We are resuming our in-person 
worship services on February 7.  I hope to see you there.  
Please keep in mind that we will still be requiring mask 
at worship and continue to social distance.  We also 
have communion as part of worship.

Congregational Meeting:  The congregational 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 28 at 10:00 
a.m. between both services.  You will have the option 
to join us in person or virtually.  If you choose to join 
us virtually, I ask that you call the office to request us 
to mail you the materials that we will present and the 
call-in phone number.  Yes, if you attend virtually you 
will join us via a conference call.  Please try to attend 
this meeting.  We need to get the new budget and 
council members in place.  Remember to be considered 
an active member and have the ability to vote on 
Church matters you must be an active member of the 
Church.  This is defined as someone who communed 
and contributed financially to the Church in the last 
year.  If you have any questions about this topic, please 
contact me.

Food Pantry:  The Food Pantry is in the process 
of transitioning to new leadership.  I want to take a 
moment and thank Jack Warntz for all of his hard work 
and dedication to make sure those who were in need 
of food in the Red Lion Community got some.  We will 
have a celebration of Jack’s work at Church as soon as 
we are able to plan it under the current circumstances.  
I also want to thank all of those who have stepped up 
to take over the duties of ministering to Red Lion’s 
hungry.

God’s Peace, 
Joe Turek

The Week of February 21:  “The Challenge To 
Change”  

The Week of February 28:  “The Challenge To 
Forgive”

The Week of March 7:  “The Challenge of 
Tragedy”  

The Week of March 14:  “The Challenge of         
No-Fault Religion”  

The Week of March 21:  “The Challenge of the 
Napoleon Complex”

Online Services Information
On Sundays we have online services, we will 

post these two services online through our website, 
Facebook page, and YouTube. Our website has a link 
to our YouTube channel at the top right but if you are 
looking for the service directly on Facebook, search for 
"Grace Lutheran Red Lion" to get the correct page.

The Contemporary Service will be online at 9:00 a.m.
and the Traditional Service will be online at 10:45 a.m.

We invite you to call family and friends with an 
invitation to worship together online with you!

Look for a worship email with the links for each week.  
If you are not receiving these emails, call the church.  
Within the email will be slides you can download to 
enhance your at home worship experience and enable 
you to follow along with the service. We recommend 
you have the video on and open the slides in a 
minimized screen on top of the recording to be able to 
scroll.  There are unique slides for each service.  The 
Traditional Service also uses a hymnal in addition to 
the slides. If you need a hymnal, you can sign one out 
from the church.

Let's celebrate our new year of God's grace and listen 
for God calling us to his service and family no matter 
where we are.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Mid-week Lenten Meditation Series: 
“The Challenge of Starting All Over 

Again!”

There were no pastoral acts this month

Pastor Marty is sending meditations every week 
during Lent in lieu of a weekly service as we have 
traditionally done in the past.  These meditations will 
be sent either electronically or via ‘snail mail’.  Watch 
for them in the weekly email blasts. If you do not have 
email and want to be on the mailing list, contact the 
office.  If you are interested in signing up for the email 
blasts (which is also how you get your copy of The 
Beacon), also contact the office.
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erma’s inspirations

Memorial Candle
 The Choir Members at Grace have purchased 

a beautiful candle in memory of deceased choir 
members.  We have now been able to install the candle 
and its beautiful holder.  See the pictures attached to 
this article.  We look forward to using it when services 
resume as a reminder that we have lost some beautiful 
voices.  It is a comfort to know that those wonderful 
voices are now with God himself.  A special thanks to 
Keith for his help in coordinating our Memorial candle. 

Since this month is the time for love and friendship, 
these are some inspiring quotes to remember 
friendship:

The best kind of friend is the kind you sit with, 
never say a word and walk away feeling like it was 
the best conversation you ever had. 

-Steven Wright

Good friends are like stars.  You don’t always see 
them, but you know they’re always there.  

-Christy Evans

If you love somebody, let them go, for if they return, 
they were always yours.  If they don’t, they never 
were.  -Kahlil Gibran

You haven’t truly lived until you have done 
something for someone who can never repay you.

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

   February Worship Schedule

February 7   – Fifth Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Sermon: Each of Us Is Two People (based on Job 
7:1-7 & I Corinthians 9:16-23)

February 14 – Transfiguration of Our Lord
Sermon: Letting Go of Fear, Words, & Control 
(based on Mark 9:2-9)

February 17 – Ash Wednesday
Sermon: Dear Paco (based on II Corinthians 5:20b-
6:10)
February 21 – First Sunday in Lent
Sermon: An Appeal To Mime Christ (based on 
Philippians 3:17 – 4:1)

February 28 – Second Sunday in Lent
Lay Lead Worship
Sermon: Self-Denial (based on Mark 8:31-38)



Winter Fun Day at Kirchenwald 
February 21 from 1-6:00 p.m.:  
Bring your family or youth 
group and enjoy an afternoon on 
Kirchenwald’s award-winning 
toboggan run, ice-skating on the 
lake, or drinking hot chocolate 
in the lodge.  Free will offering 
accepted.  

Employment Opportunties
Summer Staff Information.  Hiring, Hours, & 
Recompense:  High school, college-age, and adult 
summer staff are hired for positions based on experience 
and ability. The camp is an equal opportunity employer. 
Room and board are provided as well. Employment 
time lasts from early June (training period) through 
mid-August. Most weeks run from Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
through Saturday at 10:00 a.m.

Personal Qualifications:

• A personal commitment to Jesus Christ.
• A desire to serve God through the synod’s 
   camps.
• A willingness to give a Christian witness in 
   spontaneous situations as well as during worship.
• An understanding and agreement with the central 
   objectives of the educational ministry program 
   of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
   and of the Lutheran Camping Corporation of 
   Central Pennsylvania.
• Emotional stability and mature judgment.
• A love and understanding of youth and children.
• Good health and stamina.
• An appreciation for the camp setting and the out
   of doors.
• Training and/or experience in camping and small 
   group living.
• Ability to work cooperatively in a group.
• Ability to place the needs of campers over 
   personal desires and convenience.

Apply online at www.lutherancamping.org and for 
more details.
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the Stewardship Guy 
Love Your Neighbor

Lutheran Camping 

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” –Matthew 22:37-40

What a shame that February – the one month of the 
year with keen focus on love – is also the shortest.  We 
sure could use a lot more love in our world, especially 
for our neighbor.

The last 12 months have been particularly hard, as 
race riots, a divisive election and civil unrest have all 
unfolded against a traumatic backdrop of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Currently in very short supply, more love 
for neighbor would go a long way in helping us to 
solve our problems. 

Love for neighbor is integral to not only good 
discipleship, but also good stewardship. The greater 
the “love for neighbor” factor in our lives, the better 
stewards we will be of every blessing God provides  
– creation, time, relationships, money, possessions, 
health, to name just a few. By cultivating love for 
neighbor we will also enjoy a happier life and promote 
a healthier and more civil society.

The opposite is also true. Cultivating enmity for 
neighbor leaves us sour, selfish and cynical, while also 
making our nation angry and selfish. 

This year make February “Love Your Neighbor” 
month in your personal devotions and your 
congregational life. Give the concept breathing room 
in your life. Keep it in your thoughts, sow it in our 
heart, talk about it to your family and friends. 

Pray for God to teach you what it means to love our 
neighbor. Pray for God to give you the strength and 
will to live it. And watch as love heals and invigorates 
your life … and our world. 
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor 
of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor 
for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.
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Wedding Anniversaries

February Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

February’s flowers:

March’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy Birthday

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson
15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel
25 - Thomas & Barbara Taute 
27 - Carolyn & Michael Noll

01 – Kailyn Bennett
02 – Audrey Mae Johnston
03 – Maggie Holroyd
04 – Stephen Germick
05 – Kelsey Shaffer
07 – Vickie Grove
08 – Abby Kuhn
09 – Jeremy Heiss
10 – Pat Gohn
10 – Charles Murphy
11 – Georgia Einsig
12 – Oliver Hanzlik
13 – Camden Manahan
14 – Cohen Manahan
14 – Madison Shaffer
14 – Barbara Slavinski
15 – Madison Webster
16 – Alana Haag
17 – Ferne Arnold
17 – Olivia Kicas
18 – Marie Martin
18 – Elaina Rudolf
19 – Olivia Benner
19 – Tina Miller
19 – Deborah Sipe
21 – Barbara Hartman
22 – Robin Bennett
24 – Donald Anderson
25 – Wesley Mummert
25 – Natalie Rudolf
25 – Mark Turek
26 – Patsy Mummert
27 – Benjamin Kuhn

We couldn’t hold our official 
discussion in January, but we 
are still trying to defy COVID 
through our love of reading.  
Our February book is A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn by Betty 
Smith.  Goodreads.com has 
this to say about the book:  

The beloved American classic about a young girl's 
coming-of-age at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving 
tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and 
heartache, crowded with life and people and incident. 
The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie 
Nolan and her bittersweet formative years in the 
slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired 
millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns 
overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, 
the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans 
are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with 
family connectedness -- in a work of literary art that 
brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as 
incredibly rich moments of universal 
experience. 

If you would like to break the 
COVID status quo and read a good 
book, please contact Geri Jacobs or 
Jennifer Rudolf to borrow a book.  
Our next meeting will try to be 
February 18 at 6:30 p.m. if the church 
is open.

Book Club

07 – In memory of Ian McCleary by the 
        family
14 – In memory of Clark Jacobs by the family
21 – In memory of husband & father David 
        Grim by Erma Grim and family
28 – In memory of Peggy Keener by the 
        Keener family

07 – In memory of Mary E. Rhine & Mr. & 
        Mrs. C. Richard Rhine 
14 – In honor of our children Ryan, Emily 
        & their spouses & our grandchildren by 
        the Strobeck family
21 – Grace Lutheran Church
28 – In memory Primrose McCallum & in 
        memory of Mark Lloyd 
     -  Pedestal flowers are presented by Dee 
        Bowles & family in memory of loved
        ones
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