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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

Grace and peace to you
from God, our Lord and
Savior!

is part of the larger church
called the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of
America (ELCA). Have you
ever thought about what the
word “Evangelism” in that
title really means? The very
word, ‘evangelism’, makes
us squeamish  because
it connotes  something
negative, like:

* Needing to knock on people’s doors
My friends trying to talk me into being ‘saved’
Embarrassing moments about discussing
my personal faith and inviting them to church
Evangelizing might make others feel I think
I'm better than they are

* ¥

¥

According to Martha Grace Reese, the reason most
mainline cﬁurch people say they should be doing
evangelism is “So that people will join our church”
or “We need more young families and children in our
church”. But when our focus is on our membership,
it is as if we are just another social club looking for
members and money. Mainline evangelists are often
more concerned about the building, the activities, the
friends, the important life we’ve found there, and the
ministries we do.

Reese writes: “These things are all secondary to
the real reason we should be doing evangelism.
Evangelism is “to help new men, women and children
begin a life of relationship with God. Church supports
that relationship, but going to church is not an end in
itself. Our failure to focus on our relationship with
God has mixed us up. We have let secondary church
slide into God’s primary place.” -

If evangelism is about helping others to begin a life
of relationship with God, where do we begin? Ms.
Reese states that our first step must be to know why
it matters to us to be Christian, then we’ll be able to
figure out how to help other people enter the faith.
All our answers will be different. Our relationships
to God are all woven out of life experiences we have
had with God. Some of us have had God’s word speak
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to us in times of need and
want. Some of us have
felt God’s hands upon us
during crucial life events.
Some of us have had God’s
abundant mercy lift us out
of our depths. Even though
we all have had different
relationships with God,
| even though we all have
had differing experiences
of God working in our
lives, we all still possess a
reason for why it matters
" to be a Christian and in
relationship with God.

Take a moment to reflect upon your relationship
with God. Consider how God has acted in your life.
How has God made a change in your life? Why does it
matter that you are a Christian? All of us have a stor
— a time when we’ve had an interaction with God.
Evangelism is none other than sharing that same story
(our story) with co-workers, a neighbor, a friend, or a
child. We don’t need to have special training or use
big, theological words when doing evangelism. We
don’t have to have the scriptures memorized.

(continued on page two)

- Reese, Martha Grace, Unbinding the Gospel,
Chalice Press, St. Louis, 2008, p 14.
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(continued from page one)

Evangelism is simply sharing with others the most
important times in our lives we’ve had with God, and
why these times were important to us. Inviting them
to church comes later, if at all. By keeping the focus on
God and how God’s relationship to us has shaped us,
helped us, carried us, and saved us, we open the door,
inviting the ‘other’ to be part of that relationship.

Blessings and peace to you, my brothers and sisters
in Christ, as Kou journey through this world as an
evangelist in the ELCA.

Fondly,
Pastor Debbie

GRACEFUL WOMEN

Come join us on Thursday,
P @ 07 () September 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the
' Mw Welcome Center. Our speaker
b 3 @7 will be Pastor Debbie who will
e (™
N

share her journey to becoming
a pastor. We look forward to
seeing you and we invite you to
bring your friends.

AN
2y

PARISH EDUCATION NEWS

Parish Ed met on X S
Monday, August 15. Fall § P\‘:'jla C&OO
Sunday School will begin 3 N
Sunday, September 11 at \Q\’“\/ / \\ A
10:00 a.m. = ;“\’“ @/\ﬁ_r ="
" catch th
We will have a @%1te=‘mcehef,/

combined kids group

held in the current nursery space (different tables
and chairs for bigger kids). Middle school and high
schoolkids have two options. They can meet in the
sanctuary with adults or we will teach from the Your
Version Bible plans upstairs in the room at the top of
the stairs (Dependent upon attendance). Here are the
upcoming dates of interest for programming;:

* September 4 is small group discussion on
Gospel (since it is a Holiday)

* September 11 Fall Session in Sanctuary will
begin sessions on World Religion (This will run
throughout the fall until Advent)

NEXT Meeting is Monday September 19 at 6:00 p.m.

in the office.
RECIPE SHAR

Calling all  cooks,
bakers, and chefs! We
would like to begin
having a recipe of the
month section in The

@
:%

Beacon. If you have
| a favorite recipe or
J cooking idea, submit

it electronically using
the submission guidelines on page 4 or on paper in
the newsletter mailbox. We look forward to sharing,
cooking and EATING your culinary creations.

CHURCHE

The council meeting was held on 8/18,
6:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church:

Pastor Debbie reported on shut-in visitations and
her efforts to integrate with church committees and
meetings (to gain an understanding in all the ways the
Holy Spirit is leading our church members).

The financial reports were reviewed including
a healthy discussion on the monthly statements,
investments and the upcoming budget cycle.

The committee reports included extensive updates
from Music and Worship, Christian Education and
Property. Plans are in place for the fall and plans are
being formed for Christmas.

Council discussed building use in light of several
requests for the fall and winter.

October Fest will likely be on October 23.

Mug Club started meeting again on Thursday,
August 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the Wood Fire Grill.

The next council meeting will be held on September
8 at 6:30 p.m. at the church.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Bob Joyce  Arnold

~, 8.4 = celebrated their 60th wedding

'@' A3 ? y ¢ anniversary last month. We had
? a card shower for them and at

o oo L the last count, we had over 45.
? 7. It meant so much to them to
‘ have us share in their moment.

Thanks to all who took the time

to write out some well wishes.

and

Bob and Joyce wrote a special thanks:

We thank all those thinking of us on our special
day celebrating 60 years of being united together.
Your cards were a welcome surprise! Also, our
change in residency was a change in our lives
that turned out to be a spiritual and happy move.
With our faith, hope, and love, Grace Lutheran
will always be remembered!

In Christian love,
Robert and Joyce

Pastoral Acts

Pastor Debbie made seven visits this month.



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Our September Showcase theme is
ICONS. Tom Smith has consented to
show us some more of his collections
of these treasurers. They are an ancient
'Christian Art Form' telling traditional
Biblical stories. Here is a small quiz to
test your knowledge. If you submit your
answers to the Newsletter mailbox, the
person who gets the most correct will win
a prize! Answers will be posted in next
month’s Beacon, along with the winner.

1. This icon depicts Christ as the "ruler of all" and is
commonly found on the ceiling of churches. What is it?
a. The Pantokrator
b. Christ Blessing
c. Christ the Teacher
d. The Resurrection

2. This icon is one of the most popular in Russian
history. It depicts the Virgin Mary with the Christ
Child, and was credited on many occasions with
saviné the country from military disaster. What is it?

a. Our Lady of St. Theodore

b. The Theotokos of Vladimir

c. The Mother of God of Kazan

d. The Mother of God of the Sign (of Novgorod)

3. It is not normally acceptable to directly depict the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. However, there are rare
exceptions, of which this icon is one. It shows three
angels, believed to be symbolic of the Holy Trinity.
What is the icon?

a. Synaxis of the Archangels

b. The Hospitality of Abraham

c. Mid-Pentecost

d. The Three Hierarchs

4. In this icon, the saints in clluestion are depicted
”ireeting one another with a holy kiss". (A kiss on the
cheek is a common greeting in some societies in Europe
and the Middle East.) The individuals are two of the
most important figures in Church history, responsible
for extensive missionary work and the founding of
many churches. Whose icon is this?

a. Sts. Constantine and Helen

b. Sts. Athanasius and Cyril

c. Sts. Peter and Paul

d. Sts. Cosmas and Damian

5. This icon shows Christ, John the Baptist and the
angels at one of the key events in the ministry of Jesus.
Which one is it?

a. Prophet & Forerunner John the Baptist,

Beheaded

b. Jesus Washing the Disciples' Feet

c. The Baptism of Christ

d. Palm Sunday

A HEARTFELT MESSAGE FROM
PASTOR DAN

Dear Grace Family,

It was wonderful serving as your pastor over the past
year. Thank you for your graciousness and hospitalit
to Christy and me. Thanks, too, for the July 17 send o
with gifts, cards, treats, and well wishes. I won't forget
you and our time together. God bless and guide you
always.

In Christ,
Pastor Dan Yeiser

ERMA'’S INSPIRATIONS
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It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




begins this month on
September 13. We
will
the Woodfire Grill to
have fellowship and
discussion over an adult
beverage. Please join

be meeting at

BOOK CLUB

2 . September’sbook choiceis The
" " &}F” ’<49 Dutch House by Ann Patchett.
o \ulf\.l Goodreads.com has this to say
- "”ﬁ" about the book:

‘ N % ".- .
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’ At the end of the Second

World War, Cyril Conroy
combines luck and a single canny investment to
begin an enormous real estate empire, propelling his
family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first
order of business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish
estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant
as a surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the
undoing of everyone he loves.

The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his
older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-assured
Maeve, are exiled from the house where they grew
up by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings
are thrown back into the poverty their parents had
escaped from and find that all they have to count on is
one another. It is this unshakable bond between them
that both saves their lives and thwarts their futures.

Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch
House is a dark fairy tale about two smart people who
cannot overcome tﬁeir past. Despite every outward
sign of success, Danny and Maeve are only truly
comfortable when they’re together. Throughout their
lives, they return to tl}1]e well-
worn story of what they've JF=i" %
lost with humor and rage. But §
when at last they’re forced to §#
confront the people who left §
them behind, the relationship §
between an indulged brother E
and his ever-protective sister
is finally tested.

We meet every third J&
Thursday of the month at 6:30
p-m. in the Welcome Center. If
gou want a copy of the book to

orrow, contact Geri Jacobs or
Jen Rudolf.

LUTHERAN CAMPING

Here are the events for September
at our wonderful Lutheran Camps
local to us. If you want more
information, visit the website at:
https://www .lutherancamping.org/
upcoming-events/

23-25 at  Camp

September

Nawakwa - ALiVE , an annual synod middle-school

retreat. This will be the second ALiVE Event in 2022, as
we held our rescheduled 2021 at Nawakwa, the weekend
after Easter. Congregations from across our synod gather
with their adult advisors and youth for this traditionally
early fall weekend. Itincludes large group gatherings with
singing led by our ALiVE Alumni Band, theme-centered
videos and stories, and games, interspersed with small
group gatherings, where youth gather with peers and a
small group leader to converse about the theme and its
impact in their lives of faith. It's a great event for your
Confirmation students and classes.

September 24 from 5-8 p.m. at Kirchenwald — Full belly,
Empty Pockets: A Party with a Purpose - Please join us
for a night of fun and fundraising! Dinner of Southern
Style BBQ with all the Fixin’s and Premium Spirits, Silent
& Live Auctions, Live Music, & Giveaways, Benefiting
Kirchenwald. Your price to attend is what you would
pay for a dinner out at a five-star restaurant, including
tip. If you can’t attend, you can donate through a link
on the website. RSVP by Sept 19 at THIS LINK or call
717-677-8211

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




FOOD PANTRY NEWS

HARVEST HOME
. RETURNS
\ Food Pantry _ Sterting September

25, we will be collecting
household products and
personal hygiene items for
our Harvest Home Celebration during worship on
October 2. You are encouraged to donate NON-FOOD
items to help in the next Food Pantry distribution to
the community. We ask that you consider shopping at
dollar and grocery stores. Thank you for your support
of this vital outreach for struggling families.

FALL NEW BEGINNINGS

Starting in September, Grace will
be blessed to host a Girl Scout troop
in the church on Monday evenings
from 6-9:00 p.m. Many of these girls
attend Mazie Gable Elementary.
They will be using the kitchen and
rooms downstairs. We ask that you
keep this new community connection
in prayer.

J Ministry

ach e/Beac report \
g sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

September’s flowers:

04 - In memory of Mr Jay Rhine by Dick
& Jean Rhine & family

11 - In memory of Albert & Blanche
Arnold and George & Rosette
Barshinger and Edward Arnold by
Fern & family

18 - In memory of Noah & Ethelda
Smith by their children &
grandchildren

25 - In memory of Peggy Keener & in

N honor of Jay Keener by the children 4
et > Cindy, Teresa, Craig & Blaine 3
%", October’s flowers: N o B

| |
\ ] \ 4
‘Q : 02 - In memory of our grandmothers, \ ?'
Doris Workinger & Dollie Miller by
Samantha & Dylan Miller
09 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Augustus
Neiman, Mr &Mrs Woodrow Fix
& Mr & Mrs Wiley Flinchbaugh by «*
the Flinchbaugh &Fix families
- The pedestal flowers are in memory
of the deceased loved ones by Ed
Dellinger &family
16 -To honor friends & family & in
? memory of deceased friends &
- family by the Kerrs & Kiehners
“d 23 - Phil Golden by Pat Golden & family .

Ly 30 - Phil & Doris Douglas & son-in-law g
; Allen May by the family ‘

August Celebrations
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01- Jeffrey Arnold
01- Hunter Jones

02- John Hartman
02- Trevor Manahan
04- Dee Bowles

05- Diana Bailey

05- Brett Hammers
07- Jessie Fishel

07- Susan Hammers
08- Nancy Becker
11- Peggy Ericson
11- Mason Shaffer
11- Matthew Shaffer
11- Andrea Stanley
12- Jennifer Lloyd
12- Robin Walker
13- Joe Turek

14- Holly Barker

14- Sharon Hont

We&/ﬁﬁnj Anniversaries

01- Zach & Bryel Turner
04- John & Laura Hartman
09- Ronald & Nancy Golden
11- Richard & Geri Jacobs
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14- Marion Wiemert
15- Alec Crawford

16- Sharon Phillips
17- Lillien Kiehner

17- Jennifer Kuhn

19- Bradley Mummert
19- Carol Vigna

23- Robert Miller

24- Adam Golden

24- Sami Peters

25- Cindy Christenberry
26- Morgan Gwinn
26- Benjamin Hanzlik
27- Lesa Arnold

27- James Isett

27- Ralph Urey

29- Sharon Bucher

29- Todd Barnes

11- Germar & Jennifer Rudolf
13- Dee & Carl Bowles

18- Robert & Jessie Fishel

28- Kurt & Tammy Golden
29- Mark & Linda Ricci
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