Welcome to
St. Peter’s Pikeland
United Church of Christ

1193 Clover Mill Road
Chester Springs, Pennsylvania
610.933.6419

Fifth Sunday
after Pentecost
June 28, 2026
10 am.
WELCOME Rev. Ruth A. Sheets
PRELUDE
COMING OF THE LIGHT

Please use this time for silent meditation before worship.
During the service, the people will make the responses
in the bold print.



GATHERING (unison)

We must remember that we are not alone. We are not
unprotected when faced with the fear, anger, and resentment
that may be sent our way by those who are angry, fearful, and
distrustful.

We turn to Jesus for help, protection, strength, and courage to
face life’s challenges, that we may be truly present for those
who are struggling and need our help to move through their
pain and negativity. As we gather together, let us feel God’s
love within and among us, bringing strength and courage for
the work ahead. Amen!

All who are able may stand for the hymn and prayers that follow

HYMN “Morning Has Broken” (with guitar)

Morning has broken like the first morning,
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God’s recreation of the new day!

(repeat first verse)

RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Pastor: We have an everlasting guide, a loving God to whom we
bring our confession and ask forgiveness.

All: O Loving God, Great Teacher, show us the way to be in
the world, but not so tied up by things that we forget you have
called us to serve others, not ourselves alone. Show us how to
be your light of love in the world that is struggling so
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desperately with fear, hate, anger, greed, and resentment.
Teach us that we do not need to be first, above everyone else.
Help us to learn to bring your peace to all whom we meet.
Forgive our weakness and help us to live as the people you
have called us to be. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our true teacher and friend. Amen

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Pastor: People of Christ, Our falling is hard and our failing great,
but like a loving parent, God forgives us, lifts us up, and gives us
strength and courage to try again to more fully live our calling to
love and care.

All: Let us accept God’s forgiveness and forgive others as we

have been forgiven. Help us to come to see Christ in all whom

we meet and live in ways that let them see Christ in us. Amen
(Please be seated.)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

All: O God, we enter this new week with joy and anticipation.
We have come here to speak and sing our praise, to bring our
thanksgiving, and to find refreshment and renewal in your
presence, and in the presence of our siblings in Christ. Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 6:12-23
Pew Bibles, Page 156

Hebrew Scriptures A LESSON FROM Jeremiah 28:5-9
Pew Bibles, Page 730

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 10:40-42
Pew Bibles, Page 10

SPECIAL MUSIC “Chester” William Billings
Linda Gagliardi, Dianne Sheets, & Ruth Sheets

SERMON “The Prophet that Prophesies Peace”
Rev. Ruth A. Sheets



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from a New Zealand Prayer Book)
All may stand for the affirmation and the hymn that follows.

You, O God, are supreme and holy.

You create our world and give us life.

Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.

You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ
who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God.

We worship you. Amen.

HYMN: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
After the Hymn, please be seated.

My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away;

O let me from this day

be wholly Thine.

May Thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;

as Thou hast died for me,



O may my love to Thee
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire.

While life’s dark maze I tread,
and griefs around me spread,
be Thou my Guide;

bid darkness turn to day,

wipe sorrow’s tears away,

nor let me ever stray

from Thee aside.

When ends life's transient dream,
when death’s cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll,

blest Savior, then in love,

fear and distrust remove;

O bear me safe above,

a ransomed soul.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER “debts...debtors”
GIVING AND RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY

PRESENTATION
All may stand as the offering is presented and remain standing for
the prayer and hymn and blessing that follow.

SONG OF PRAISE 780 OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Gracious God, like the people who came to learn from Jesus,
you have blessed us with miracles and fed us with your love.
Accept these humble gifts from our hands and hearts. Teach
us to use them well in the service of your creation; in Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

HYMN 43 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
BENEDICTION
Response: “Peace Will Come: Tom Paxton

After the Blessing, all may be seated until the postlude begins.

TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE

TODAY’S WORSHIP

THE MESSAGE is brought to us by Rev. Ruth Sheets

THE ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR is Kat Bowman
THE USHER today is Sarah Hackman

THE LECTOR today is Grace Merryman

THE ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by
the Sewing Circle, in memory of Pastor Doug

THE SOCIAL HOUR is hosted by the McClimons




TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU Rev Ruth Sheets for leading our worship today.

LOOKING AHEAD: As we move forward, our leadership team
will communicate clearly about next steps for interim pastoral care
and congregational support. We will take each step thoughtfully
and prayerfully, trusting that God will guide us with wisdom and
grace.

We have scheduled the pastors below to lead our worship services
through the summer. (Subject to change)

July 5 Kathy Jachowski
July 12 Erick Kern

July 19 Quinn Rosenthal
July 26 Erick Kern

Aug 2 Kim Adamson
Aug 9 Homer Royer
Aug 16 David Williams
Aug 23 David Williams

You can give to the church by scanning
the QR code here:
All online giving will be designated on
your giving statements. Thank you!




Our Prayer List

AJ, son of Dee McClimon’s friend

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother

Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber

Dana Gulutz, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey
Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward

Ernie P., friend of Dee McClimon

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Friends and family of Pastor Doug Hanson

Friends and family of Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner
Gail, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson

Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin

Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson

Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins

Jennifer Osborne

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother

Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kevin Cochran, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey
Laura Dick

Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Mike Brown and family, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson
Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons

Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle
Penny, friend of Linda Johnson

Ruby, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon

Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law
Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister

Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow

The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman

Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley

Travis McClimon

Virginia Lawrence



