God the Father (YHWH) is the self-existent uncreated Creator (Genesis 1:1; Ephesians 2:10) and
the eternal Sustainer of all Creation and is an unchangeable personal God who sent His one and
only Son (John 6:29, 8:42) to repair the broken relationship of sin between Himself and all human
beings. Key characteristics of God: omnipotent, omniscience, omnitemporal, omnibenevolent,
omnific, omnipure, omnipresent.

Jesus Christ is our only Mediator between sinful people and a Holy God (Hebrews 8:6, 9:15, 12:24)
and He is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). We believe that God sent Jesus, His only
Son, to earth to restore our relationship with Him and that Jesus will return someday for His people
(Book of Revelation). Jesus is God.

The Holy Spirit is not an ‘it’ but ‘He’ and is the often unseen power of God (Genesis 1:2) that dwells
in the life of every Christian to provide understanding of spiritual truths, strength for living, and
empowerment to uniquely serve. He is the Counselor promised by Jesus in John 14:16-26. The
Spirit is seen and made visible by the Church.

Trinity is a human expression to define the Godhead for the term does not appear in Scripture. All
three Persons of Godhead — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — are eternal (John 1:1-5), unified (John
10:30), unique (Matthew 3:16-17), the same (Matthew 28:19), and have one will (John 6:38). | AM
is a perfect spiritual community of three unto Himself and defies our ability to understand.

The Bible is the divinely inspired inerrant Word of God and serves as final authority on what we
believe and how we should live as believers in Jesus Christ. Both the Old Testament (see Psalm
119) and the New Testament (2 Timothy 3:16-17) are for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness. It is our only rule of faith and practice and there is a commitment to the authority
of the Bible and lifelong discipleship.

Sin is our greatest problem and is at the root of our separation from God and the brokenness in our
lives, our families, and in our world (Romans 3:23). Human beings are born with the sin nature
(Romans 5:12-21, term: original sin), but are not guilty unto automatic damnation until an age of
accountability and sinful expression of free will. Grace covers those of young age until willful
rejection of God.

Salvation is rooted in forgiveness of sin because of Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on the cross
(Acts 4:12). A restored fellowship with God comes only by way of the blood of Jesus. Salvation is
a relationship with Jesus Christ and also the promise of eternal life with God in Heaven forever
(John 14:3). Faith as belief in testimony is acceptance of Jesus including baptism for salvation.
Salvation cannot be “lost,” but can be rejected (Matthew 6:14-15, 10:32-38, 24:12-13, Luke 12:41-
48, John 15:1-6, Romans 11:18-23, 1 Corinthians 9:23-27, Colossians 1:22-23, Hebrews 3:6, 6:4-
6, 2 Peter 2:20-22, Revelation 3:3-6). Salvation is offered to all and can be accepted by faith by
anyone (Matthew 11:28-30, John 6:33, Romans 3:23-24, 5:6, 5:15, 10:13, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15).

The Church is the spiritual family of God (Ephesians 3:14-15; 1 Timothy 3:5) on earth which exists
continually (Hebrews 10:25) to spread the good news of abundant life from Jesus Christ. Itis also
often called the “Body of Christ” which is made up of believers all serving Him (1 Corinthians 12).
It is designed to serve and glorify God. Members of the Church are those immersed into Christ
(exclusive) or transferred upon confession of faith and previous immersion and Christian character
(inclusive).



We immerse in baptism (Greek: ‘baptizo’ = “to plunge or dip”). We believe that the mode of baptism
should be followed from the example of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-15) and the practice of the early
Church (Acts 8:36, 10:48, 18:8, 19:3-5). The early Church immersed (not sprinkled) people who
confessed Christ (not infants). We follow this practice. In baptism, we are spiritually brought into
contact with Christ’'s death (Romans 6:3-4) and we begin new life in Him. Assurance of salvation
is given at baptism. Forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit is given at immersion (Acts
2:38).

Traditions, thoughts, and tendencies, but not doctrines:

Worship is the exaltation of God by a human being through obedience in any area. Giving tithes is
worship. Singing songs and playing instruments (see the Psalms) is definitely worship as long as
the object of the thought, action, or song is God Almighty (Romans 12:1). Worship is not a Sunday
only activity, but part of lifelong discipleship and sanctification way of life.

Restoration Movement Churches affirm the authority of Scripture above all else, including creeds,
counsels, or any human authority or traditions. The people of the Restoration Movement make use
of certain credos to guide or aid our understanding of Scripture, but these are not a substitute or
rival to the Bible. Scripture admittedly is the common theological denominator for all
denominations; the Restoration Movement is unique, however, in its Scripture-based appeal for
unity. Here are two of these guiding principles:

“No book but the Bible, no creed but Christ”

“Where the Bible speaks, we speak; where the Bible is silent, we are silent.”

Restoration Movement Churches were founded as a church unity movement. A movement of this
sort must go beyond uniting only with other believers who agree with us. When we explore the
history of the Restoration Movement, we see that even Alexander Campbell and Barton W. Stone
had sharp disagreements on matters of interpretation, doctrine, and even church governance, but
they remained united due to their common commitment to Christ and the Scriptures. These men
recognized that unity in Christ should trump many points of division present in the church of their
day, as it should for us now. “In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty; but in all things, love” became
one of our most challenging principles to fully embrace and embody.

We believe that marriage is a covenant between a man-born-from-birth and a woman-born-from-
birth and God Almighty. The joining is spiritual, mental, emotional, physical, and financial for a
lifetime. A relationship with Jesus Christ is the only foundation that will enable a marriage to thrive.
Marriage is the foundation of the family as God has created it (Genesis 2:18, 21-24; Matthew 19:3-
12; 1 Corinthians 7:1-40; Colossians 3:18-19, 13:4-8; Ephesians 5:21-33).

Doctrines are only given by precept... “thus saith the Lord”

The name Christian should be used to the exclusion of all other names (Acts 11, 1 Peter 4:16)
Christian character is the only test of fellowship

The right of private judgment and liberty of conscience

Belief in the union of all followers of Jesus Christ to the end that the world might believe (John 17)

Grace and free will are important



The local church is unified around the Bible, visible, anti-institutional, and has a free exchange of
ministers and members.

Ministers should be called and not simply licensed or hired

Church government is local and internal (congregational rule); liberty in church policy
Plurality of elders, not bishops or denominational structures

Priesthood of all believers

Open communion to all who are immersed believers in Christ

Two divine ordinances: Baptism and Communion

The OT and NT are one single divine revelation, but there are differences in the covenants



