Christ Episcopal Church
Holy Eucharist Rite 11

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, July 5, 2026 10 AM

PRELUDE Prelude on “Come away to the skies” H 213 D. Wood
ENTRANCE HYMN Come away to the skies H 213

1. Come away to the skies,

my beloved, arise

and rejoice in the day thou wast born;
on this festival day,

come exulting away,

and with singing to Zion return.

2. Now with singing and praise,
let us spend all the days,

by our heavenly Father bestowed,
while his grace we receive

from his bounty, and live

to the honor and glory of God.

3. For the glory we were

first created to share,

both the nature and kingdom divine!
Now created again

that our lives may remain,
throughout time and eternity thine.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



SONG OF PRAISE (spoken)
all standing

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with
our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67

A Reading from the Book of Genesis.

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has greatly blessed
my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver
and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife
bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My
master made me swear, saying, ‘Y ou shall not take a wife for my son from the



daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s
house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if
now you will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the
spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say,
“Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me,
“Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —let her be the woman whom

the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her
water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her,
‘Please let me drink.” She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said,
‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the
camels. Then I asked her, “Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and
the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and
blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way
to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal
loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either
to the right hand or to the left.”

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”” She said, “I
will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s
servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our
sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates
of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and
followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had
come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the
evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah
looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to
the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?”” The
servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her.
So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.



Song of Solomon 2:8-13

The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes,

leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills.

My beloved is like a gazelle
or a young stag.

Look, there he stands
behind our wall,

gazing in at the windows,
looking through the lattice.

My beloved speaks and says to me:
"Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;

for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove
1s heard in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.

Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away."

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact
it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing
good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do
it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if |
do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.



So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.
For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN Just as I am, without one plea H 693

1 Just as [ am, without one plea,

but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

2 Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt;
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.



“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for [ am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SEQUENCE HYMN Just as I am, without one plea H 693

4 Just as I am, thou wilt receive;

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,
because thy promise I believe,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5 Just as [ am, thy love unknown
has broken every barrier down;

now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

THE SERMON

THE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Sally French;
for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.

Pray for the Church.
Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all
people.

Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the hungry, the oppressed and those in prison. I ask your
prayers for those suffering from the earthquakes in Venezuela. I ask your prayers for the
sick especially Pat Hawkins, David Louro, Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Br. Richard
Biernacki, Ashley Wilson and all those on the Christ Church Prayer List,

Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed especially Dennis Schedel, Julia Furth, Peggy
Durham, Jean Weller and Roger Covert.
Pray for those who have died.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Priest says

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we
deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant then says

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against thee

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,



and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in thy will,

and walk in thy ways,

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Celebrant and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Announcements:
Birthdays
Tom Warren 07/06, Samantha Matthew 07/06, Dana Nutbrown 07/09,
Elizabeth Bickerton 07/09 and Erna Sottile 07/11
Anniversaries
Drew & Christine Wilson 07/09

Please join us for refreshments in the Undercroft after the service.



The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.

OFFERTORY MUSIC Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares can destroy,

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

H 482
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The Celebrant proceeds
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you,
and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave
it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca,
and Jacob and Rachel and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes
to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ,
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

The Celebrant says,

Let us say together on behalf of our friends online:

O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the world who have gathered
to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. And since 1
cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated
from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION

If you are unsure as to whether or not you are permitted to receive communion, please
know that you are! All are always welcome at God'’s table!

COMMUNION MUSIC
Prelude on “Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy” H 482 D. Wood

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people, saying

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN dmerica the beautiful H 719

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain;
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,

and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.

2 O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,

who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,

confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.

3 O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,

and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.



13

DISMISSAL
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
People Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE :
Fantasia on “America the Beautiful” R. Koury
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Those for Whom We Pray
Braden Grootenboer, Ralph Barth, The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton, Pat Hawkins, David
Louro, Nancy Coffin, Dennis and Samantha, Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Laura Tozio-
Ross, Stanley lyczek, Jay, Cindy Roberti, Ted Owen, Cara Scarpati, Br. Richard
Biernacki, Lisa Sassone, Thomas Wilson, Jim Cross, Joyce Caldon, Mary Musser,
Warren S., Lynn F., Ericka M., Chris, Marianne Robbins, Debbie, Morgan, Nicholas C.,
Eddie Edabach, Millie, Alex and Carly Kovalevich, Kay Lynn Jantz, Pat Murphy, Jack,
Ashley Wilson, Craig, David, Lou and Scott Friedersdorff, Sandra Noecker, Judith
Brown, Joann Hartswell, Ronnie Warren, Michael S., Katie, Naomi, Preston,
Rafi, Shanda, Steve Kruft, Chris, William Willis, Denise, Jane Strong, Naomi, Edward
Liska, John, Henry Campbell, Lisa Campbell, Barbara Hutchinson, Annabelle Suarez,
Jackie Butler, Allison Geist, Auston Dimitry, Russel Poles, Maryellen S., Martin
Spindell, Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D, Carmen Holmstrom, Steve Brody,
Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Lilly, Sawyer Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami,
Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Emily Straniero

Birthdays
Tom Warren 07/06, Samantha Matthew 07/06, Dana Nutbrown 07/09,

Elizabeth Bickerton 07/09 and Erna Sottile 07/11
Anniversaries
Drew & Christine Wilson 07/09

In Memoriam

Dennis Schedel, Julia Furth, Peggy Durham, Jean Weller and Roger Covert

SERVING OUR WORSHIP
Celebrant and Preacher
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton
Music Director
John Balme
Altar Guild

Pauline Dawson, Judy Kelso, Susan Murphy, Collette Morris
Lectors

Peggy Noecker, Paul Dawson and Pauline Dawson
Ushers
Dan Thurman, Joyce Wright, Drew Wilson, Clint Badal
Altar Servers

Linda Barth, George Speidel, Sydney Sparaco and Dylan Sparaco
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Christ Church has stood on Kings Highway since 1702 and has been a part of the
history of this community. We are a parish centered on prayerful worship, personal
growth in our faith, community participation, and peace.

We are committed to beauty in worship, responsible Bible teaching, and to unity and
diversity. We focus on faith, fellowship, and fun! We care about each other, our
community and the world. We hope that you will come worship with us and feel enriched
and refreshed. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here!

Christ Episcopal Church
90 Kings Highway e Middletown, NJ 07748 e 732.671.2524
www.christchurchmiddletown.org
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