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YOU GAVE AN ANGEL WINGS!

Do you remember your generous November
offering for Liberty High School? Welll We
purchased so many necessities for the students
including shampoo and soap they could take
home, feminine hygiene items, snacks and
more. And!! we gave an angel his wings.

The guidance counselor, Miss Nancy, told me
about a young man who walks an hour every
day to get to the evening session of school which ends at 11 p.m.. And he also
walks an hour every Sunday to get to church. She said he never complains, he
always has a smile, he is kind, and he works hard at his studies. And then she
asked if we might be able to sponsor a bicycle for the sweet young man. And
thanks to YOU we did! We ordered the bicycle and when it came both John
Lemen and LLad Perenyi brilliantly put it together. Thank you gentlemen!!!

When I arrived at school the next day, Miss Nancy asked the young man to come
and meet someone. And it was then he was presented with the bicycle, helmet
(with lights!), a bicycle pump and of course a safety vest. He was so surprised
and so happy and so so grateful. This sweet young man is named Angel. And he
now has his wings.

Oh my goodness he was adorable. The staff were so happy for him and two of
the teachers made sure the seat was fitted to his height and all was put together
tightly for him to take his first “flight.” And the smile on his face was
EVERYTHING! Thank you!! You did this!!

Tina Bryan on behalf of the Mission Committee




The family of Tom Lewis want to thank_you for all you

have done for us. Jobn and Fairfax for a great memorial y s% k J{ {1 v é y
service. Also those bebind the scenes for the bulletins, pic- "
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tures and other things. The women of the church ont did April Birth days
themselves. 1t was a great reception. Everything was so
‘ ¥#" . good and attractive. We loved hearing everyone's comments Name Date
about how Tom /md tonched their life and what a special person be was. Of course I Sylvia |Lawson 1
knew that some 60 years ago. Thanks everyone for their thoughts, prayers and hugs. Harold |[Dement 3
Olga Lewis Elizabeth |Bratton 3
. Russell [Bahruth 4
Judy |[Barrish 4
Sprague [Boone 4
Janet |Macheledt 5
Caite |Lewis 5
Arlo |Weltge 6
Gary |Whitney 8
Steve |Carmichael 9
Gage |Grewal 9
Matthew |Laughlin 10
Stephen |Paine 11
Ben |Dees 11
e e — _ ek Jan |Ostendorf 11
I o sy b ﬂh’, 5 Lucy [Vestal 13
REG ISTE R 3 -G -.,5' e ) Caroline |Vestal 13
[ SIGN UP BY MARCH 6] Rhonda [Sands 13
AR W : ; Bob |Burns 14
BN, : : s o Jetemy |Mattern 14
ol ) Pam [Taylor 15
Bob [Skaggs 17
Ethan |Lambright 18
Mary |[Murphy 18
Christy |Jasani 18
Douglas |Duerr 19
Lincoln [Vahora 19
Dick |Nunn 19
Greg |Han 21
Nidhal |Aldarraji 22
Kay |Cash 23
Jane |lkpeme 23
Patrick |[Conner 24
Michelle |Goodman 24
Betsy [Boston 24
Mary |Sinderson 25
David |Winship 26
Gabriel [Han 27
John [Judson 28
Lee |Ardell 29
Vada |Woodall 30




IMMIGRATION - STAY INFORMED ON CURRENT ACTIONS AND RESOURCES

Cara Biddle is a member of St. Philip and a fellow member of the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee, as well as the
Social Justice Study Group. Because of the high interest expressed by many congregation members, she is starting a group
text message and email chain focused on immigration enforcement to share information about opportunities in Houston to
support our migrant communities in the face of ICE threats. This will include volunteer efforts, accompaniment requests,

protests, and other ways to show up for our community as needs arise. Cara will also maintain a shared prayer list for those
impacted by immigration enforcement.

If you would like to be included, please email Cara at cguernseyll@gmail.com with your phone number or email address.
Additionally, please reach out if you have any questions or would like additional information.

Let’s pray with our feet.

You’re Invited on Sunday, March 8
To the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee Meeting
Right after Worship in Room 205. No need to RSVP, just show up!
Questions? Contact Denise Wilborn, moderator, dwilborn55@gmail.com
Please Note - P&S] Meetings are now the 20d Sunday of the month

THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE: LIFE IN BETWEEN

An evening about ministry in Ukraine with Rev. Robert Gamble & Oli Balaban

WOR‘IZIT\IG WITH DISPLACED FAMILIES. WE DN E S DAY

6 PM DINING ROOM

Rev. Robert Gamble is an ordained PCUSA
minister and Exec. Dir. of This Child Here,
/ s Oli Balaban, is Program Manager for all
/3! }

F‘.E B?QUARY 2 4/20 6 MARKE work in Ukraine. They el
ATH YEAR OF THIS WAR. 2@ T SAINTEMILID.NET

“They want to look good... to show beauty, strength, and courage. When I looking into their eyes,
however, I feel they have something to say that they have not yet put into words.”

“The setting for the black and white portraits is the lobby area of a low-cost resort hotel on the beaches of Bulgaria.
The time was late in the afternoon, the sun coming through large windows. We sat on plastic chairs. This was the last night
of a week away from the war for families displaced by the war in Ukraine.

What interests me, is the expressions on their faces. They want to look good. They want to show beauty, strength,
and courage. When I look in the eyes, however, I feel they have something to say that they have not yet put into words. This
is what I would like viewers to think about.

Our work in Ukraine is with families displaced by the war. February 24, 2026 will mark the end of the 4th year of
this war.”
THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE: LIFE IN BETWEEN will also be on exhibition at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC
Jor 2 weeks following April 9th.
bttps:/ [ www.thischildbere.org



https://www.thischildhere.org
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MARCH MATTERS
ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN
AND HOUSTON FAITH VOTES

Leading up to the primary elections on March 3, St.
Philip’s Peacemaking and Social Justice committee got the
word out to congregation members encouraging them to
get out, make a plan, vote, and bring a friend. 260 post-
cards were given the personal touch during the Presbyteri-
an Women’s retreat with hand written messages. They
were then stamped and mailed to all congregation mem-
bers and friends. P&S] had mail-in voters registration ap-
plications available for Harris and Fort Bend counties.
Voter’s guides published by the
League of Women Voters were
also available in the Gathering
1 5 o B Area. Key dates for the primar
%Q voting cyZle were posted ’fnd up}—f
: dated weekly. Why are we doing

N this? Why are we making this
effort to keep the congregation informed? While the No-
vember general election often gets the most attention,
the primaries are where the real decisions are fre-
quently made.

Due to gerrymandering, 95% of the seats in the state

legislature will effectively be decided during the party
primaries.

As the Texas Tribune explains, only 18% of registered
Texans voted in the 2022 primaries, and in the runoff, the
turnout was as low as 6%. This means that a tiny fraction
of the state’s voting-age popula-
tion disproportionately drives policy
outcomes impacting nearly thirty
million Texans.

Participating in the March prima-
ry and the May runoff ensures your
voice is part of the influential group
shaping our state's leadership.
Information will be forthcoming for the May runoffs and
the general elections in November.

MARCH{, MATTERS

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, MARCH 3

0 IMPORTANT 2026 DATES

February 17-27
Early voting period

Tuesday, March 3
Primary Election Day

Tuesday, May 26
Runoff election (if needed)

*TEXAS
IMPACT

i. ST PHILIP

ES. NO CROWNS.

City Hall
901 Bagby St
Houston, TX 77002
12— 4pm CDT
Please consider joining P&S] members, congregation
members, and friends March 28,
If you would like to carpool from St. Philip, please contact

Denise Wilborn (dwilborn55@gmail.com), P&S]J chait.

You can also join us there.

PEACEMAKING AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE
FIFTH SUNDAYS

Save the Date
Sunday, March 29

Join Doreen Gallevo
Houston Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas
in an exploratory conversation about
Native Plants at St. Philip
including a walk on the grounds

Immediately following worship - Light Bites
Watch for Sunday bulletin and weekly email updates for
additional details.

Denise Wilborn dwilborn55@gmail.com

5 Calls

5 Calls is the easiest and most effective way for US con-
stituents to make a political impact, and calling your con-
gressperson is the most effective way to influence policy
(https:/ /5calls.org/why-calling-works /). What’s im-
portant to your 5 Calls provides you with a script with
detailed talking points and tells you who to call based on

your location.

Go to https://5calls.org/
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MUSIC AT fjf ST. PHILIP

LOVE BADE ME WELCOME: A LENTEN
JOURNEY

Each year, the journey through the
season of Lent is both searching
and hopeful—leading us inward
before we move onward. *Love
Bade Me Welcome* by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, with text by the
17th-century poet-priest George
Herbert, offers one of the most
vivid illustrations of the often
complex array of emotions that
this season brings. Herbert's text,
aided by Vaughan Williams' music, narrates an interaction
between a speaker and “Love,” a representation of God, in
which one guilty of sin finds acceptance and forgiveness.

Herbert’s poem begins with hesitation: “Love bade me
welcome: yet my soul drew back, / Guilty of dust and sin.”
It is difficult to imagine a more fitting Lenten confes-
sion—one that portrays our frailty and shortcomings with
a quiet acknowledgment that we are “dust.”

Marked by several changes in the music, the poem does
not end in hesitation. Instead, Love—patient, tender, un-
hurried—draws nearer and asks “if I lacked anything.” Af-
ter a plea to Love to let “shame go where it doth deserve,”
Love replies, “You must sit down and taste my meat.” The
poem ends with a powerful acceptance: “So I did sit and
eat.” From beginning to end, Herbert’s vision of God is
neither accuser nor distant judge, but a welcoming host.

Vaughan Williams’ music reflects these gentle dramatic
gestures through subtle harmonic and textural shifts and
an unhurried vocal line that unfolds with simplicity and
warmth, never forcing emotion. The harmonies move with
a calm assurance that mirrors Love’s steady invitation to
the end. There is no dramatic thunderclap of for-
giveness—only a gradual dawning of redemption, which
Vaughan Williams enhances by underscoring the vocal line
with O Sacrum Convivium, a prayer that honors the Blessed
Sacrament.

The journey from drawing back to sitting down at the table
mirrors our own Lenten transformation. We begin in ash-
es, marked by repentance; yet as we move toward Holy
Week and ultimately Easter, we discover that the Love
who calls us to repentance is the same Love who prepares
a feast. The self-examination of Lent is not meant to end
in shame, but in communion. Even as we confess we ate
unworthy, Love replies with invitation.

https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4g6mpFBGDJM

Justin Langham, D.M.A.
Director of Music

¥ LENT AT ST. PHILIP GRS

. FEBRUARY 18 | 12 PM & 6:30 PM

MID-WEEK WORSHIP
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 PM
February 25 through March 25

MONDAYS, 9-9:20 AM
February 23 through March 30

. GUIDED BY KEATAN KING VIA ZOOM.:
: Meditative reflection via the four cycles of :
Lectio Divina (read, reflect, respond, rest).
Email Keatan@saintphilip.net to receive zoom link.

FROM JOHN WURSTER

Email John@saintphilip.net to subscribe.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Thursday Evening Circle—March 5—meets 1st Thurs-
day of each month at 7 p.m. in the Dining Room.

Megan Sankowski - megansankowski@hotmail.com

Monday Morning Saints—March 9—meets 2nd Mon-
day of each month at 10 a.m. in the Dining Room.

Tricia Tolbert phtolbert@gmail.com

The Hallmark Circle—March 11—meets 2nd Wednes-
day of each month at 1:30 p.m.
Text Sue Shirley-Howard at 713-683-8139 for more infor-
mation.

Sunday Circle—March 15—meets 3rd Sunday of each
month after worship in the Dining Room.

Jan Meyer jsmever9990@gmail.com

One More Chance Study for Everyone—March 22—
Meets 4th Sunday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Library.

Lee Ardell lecardell@gmail.com
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4g6mpFBGDJM

NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers. Please find that our Nursery is located in the hallway
off of the Gathering Area. An usher or a greeter will be
happy to direct you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START AT 9:45 AM
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

GODLY PLAY—Ages 3—XKindergarten—Room 103—
Godly Play utilizes storytelling of Scripture and spiritual
experience as we watch, listen, wonder, and respond to-
gether. We value the process, we are open to discovery
with the child, and one of our goals is to build community
as we work alongside one another week by week.

ELEMENTARY—Grades 1-5—Room 205—The chil-
dren will explore the FollowMe discipleship practices cur-
riculum from the PC(USA).

YOUTH—Grades 6-12 return soon. They meet in the
Dining Room, watch the calendar for announcements
about Kids Against Hunger packing sessions.

WHO ARE WE ANYWAY? What’s a Presbyterian to
think and do amidst the growing influence of a brand of
Christianity that is increasingly aggressive and political,
strident and cruel? Join us for an exploration and affirma-
tion of Presbyterian beliefs as we study Being Presbyterian in
a Dysvangelical America, a new book from Presbyterian min-
isters Ted Foote and Alex Thornburg. Copies of the book
are available Sundays in the Gathering Area or during the
week in the church office. Keatan King and John Wurster
lead discussions of the book during the Sunday School
hour in Room 202 and continuing through the Sundays in
Lent.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—]Join us from
9:30 to 10:40 a.m. as we seek to deepen our understanding
of God’s faithfulness to all God’s people. In the fall, we
began our study of Isaiah in Volume 2, Prophets, in Dr.
Robert Alter’s The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commen-
tary (2019). All are welcome.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—We have Children’s Chapel
the second and fourth Sundays after Comversation with Chil-
dren. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the
whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship, while
praying, singing, and hearing God's word at an age-
appropriate level. Children return to join the congregation
in the first few pews on the lectern side of the church for
the last hymn.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—9:30-10:40 a.m.-
March 8 — The Darkness of God: Gregory of Nyssa
and the Ethics of Apophatic Theology presented by
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Colby Selman - PhD Student in Early Christianity and Phi-
losophy of Religion, Department of Religion, Rice Universi-
ty. In partnership with Rice University’s “Humanities and
Communities” Project, upper-level Ph.D. students in the
School of Humanities are taking their research “beyond the
hedges” in an effort to make their work available and acces-
sible beyond the academic community. In the fourth centu-
ry CE, Christianity transformed from a persecuted religious
minority to the religion of the Caesars. The rapid political
rise of Nicaean Christianity brought a new set of theological
and moral questions. What does it mean to be a Christian
ruler? A Christian philosopher? A Christian slave master?
To answer these questions, Cappadocian theologian Grego-
ry of Nyssa (335-394 CE) turned to apophatic, or negative
theology. Through his assertion of God’s absolute ineffabil-
ity, Gregory created a theological framework that imbricat-
ed the mystical and the ethical and ultimately led him to
conclude that owning slaves was fundamentally sinful. In
this presentation, we will explore how Gregory developed a
theological framework based on his theology of Divine
Darkness, and how this theology shaped his understanding
of the human and the ethical obligations of the Christian.
We will also briefly touch on Gregory’s influence on Chris-
tian traditions that espouse negative theology today, specifi-
cally Eastern Orthodox Christianity. Colby Selman is a
Ph.D. student in Early Christianity and Philosophy of Reli-
gion in Rice University’s Department of Religion. Originally
from Salt Lake City, Utah, Colby holds a B.A. in Linguistics
from the University of Utah, and an M.A. in Religious Stud-
ies from Rice University. Colby’s primary research interests
focus on the intersection between slavery in Christian late
antiquity, philosophical anthropology, and hagiography as a
tool of ethical formation. He focuses specifically on the
ways in which late ancient slave owning norms inflect eatly
Christian hagiographical texts.

March 15 — Observing Holocaust Remembrance Day
Sandy Breisacher Lessig is the daughter of a Survivor & has
served as docent at Holocaust Museum Houston for 30
years. Now a vice chair of the Board of Trustees, she tells
her family’s story combining segments of her father’s video
testimony with narrative and helps other descendants of
survivors develop their own presentations. She works close-
ly with the Survivor/ Descendant community in Houston
planning programs. She and Mickey Meyers were in the first
class of docents and enjoyed a friendship since meeting
over 30 years ago.

March 22 - Dan Gordon on his new documentary on “The
Peace Builders Project” featuring Israeli and Palestine
teenagers growing up with one another. The Peace Builders
Project is a documentary filmed from 2022 to 2025, as we
witness Palestinian and Israeli teenagers travel from the
Middle Hast to a Texas-based peace building institute. Over
the course of the film, these brave teenagers grow up, form
bonds with each other, and strengthen their resolve for
peace in the midst of the most devastating violence the re-
gion has experienced since 1948. The film captures their
personal journey for peace in their homeland. Dan Gordon



is a documentary filmmaker and Executive Director of
Gordon Education Initiatives for the Performing Arts, a
nonprofit with a mission to empower youth voices through
the art of digital media.

March 29 — Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical
America presented by Rev. Ted Foote who will discuss
the book, Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical America: A
Guide to Claiming the Good News of God, which he co-wrote
with Rev. Alex Thornburg. “Dysvangelical” is a term
coined by Foote to describe a voice that’s articulated and
has a lot of political power, used by people who are defin-
ing what they understand ‘Christian’ to be. “We wrote this
book in many ways to push against that and what Presby-
terians understand what it means to be faithful” and “not
defined by this very loud public voice that’s got a lot of
power these days.” Ted V. Foote Jr. serves as the Zbinden
Chair Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Leadership at
Austin Presbyterian Seminary. He has pastored Presbyteri-
an churches in Texas and Oklahoma and authored several
books, including Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt (with co-
author P. Alex Thornburg) and Being Disciples of Jesus in a
Dot.Com World.

If you would like the Zoom link for the classes, email: jshart-

man01@gmail.com.

ST. PHILIP DURING THE WEEK
SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDY GROUP—This group

meets for an hour once a month on Zoom to read and
discuss social justice issues of concern in today’s world.
This group meets by zoom on the first Monday of the
month, 7-8 p.m. to read and discuss social justice issues of
concern. The current study book is Brian Kaylot's Bap#iz-
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ing America; how mainline Protestants helped build Christian Na-
tionalism.  Interested persons can contact Sara Jean Jack-

son: §{j10223@gmail.com.

LAMBETH STUDY—Keatan King leads young adults
in study on the first Monday of the month evening at 7:00
p.m. via Zoom. It is a time of study, reflection, and prayer.
If you would like more details, email Keatan at:

keatan(@saintphilip.net.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY— Wednesday Bible study
with John Wurster meets weekly at 9:30 a.m., and is a hy-
brid format with an in-person option in the Office Confer-
ence Room and also a Zoom option. Bible novices, Bible
experts, and everyone in between is welcome to join us as
we look at the lectionary passages for the coming Sunday!
To get on the list for the Zoom link, send a note to:
john@saintphilip.net.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—This self-
led, interactive group produces lively discussions and
wonderful fellowship. The next meeting is Mar. 12 at 7:00
PM. Everyone Knows but You: A Tale of Murder on the Maine
Coast by Thomas Ricks. Please watch your email for details
about location. If you have any questions or concerns,

please contact Nina Lambright at: nnl@lambrightlaw.com.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOW-
SHIP— Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this
self-led group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each
Friday in person in the office Conference Room and via
Zoom at 11:45 am. We are beginning to study “Shorz Sto-
ries by Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine. If you would like to join
them please contact Gary Gardner at:
goardnel48(@aol.com.

THE NEXT PACKING SESSION 1IS:

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
9:30 AM-10:30 AM |

e
\ n
Abple CinndAMO
Oatmeal

EMAIL KEATAN®@SAINTPHILIP.NET

TO PARTICIPATE

UPCOMING PACKING SESSIONS:
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April 19

FORT BEND
BOYS CHOIR

Bill Adams, director
Sunday,
March 29 | 3 pm

SPRING 2026

MASP CONCERTS

GUEST PIANO
RECITAL
Osip Nikif

vV, planis

May 24 | 3 pm

St. Philip children had a wonderful day exploring
the story of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane,
and God's presence in the midst of our prayers

at Lent VBS.

.~ We hope that you'll save the date of Saturday,
& June 13, for our summer VBS program. More

information to come!




IN OUR PRAYERS

St. Philippians—Ned & Mary Benson; Charlotte Kibler; Laney Miller; Joyce Fugit; Jan Meyer; Kay Cash; Emily Estill; Joy
Maguire; Bonnie Moore; David Winship; Bob Ardell; Diane Clarke; Mary Herlitz; Dick Nunn; Nancy E. Johnson; Eleanor
Grant; Judy Nunn; Jacqueline Hamilton Taylor; Don Padgett; Arlette Keene; Mezgebe Gebray; Bill Davis—brother of
Meg Scott-Johnson; Lara Bain—niece of Jo Helland; Jonathan Castro brother of David Castro; Susan Everhart—niece
and Lisa Marcelletti—cousin of Nancy E. Johnson; Kathy Bailey and family—sister of Peg Palisin; Jo Hadley Smith—
cousin of William Rowe; Katie Forbes—daughter of Marise Robbins-Forbes; Ann Perenyi — mother of Lad Perenyi; and
Ann Perkins Cloud—cousin of Stephen Paine.

Homebound—Elizabeth Arp; Beverly Baker; Carolyn Keeble; John Bobbitt; Joan Boelens; Joe Harwood; Kathryn Harwood;
Jan Ostendorf; Joyce Randolf; Larraine Scott; Sondra Sullivan; and Mary Sinderson.

Friends of St. Philippians—Christiane Richter — friend of Roderick James; Ann Swanson—friend of Deborah Unruh; Kitty
Manson and family; Tanya Voinche, Sidney Roach, Fatima Robinson, and Joyce Freudenberg—friends of Stephen Paine;
Mary Ann Thomas; Erin McDougal and Marianne Keeswood—friends of Kate Burkart; Elaine Ende—friend of Beth
Atkinson; Carter Lindley, Tandi Porter, Audrey Eubank Harris, Jay Stokes & Anna Domonte, friends of Curt & Sharon
Webb; Marianne Hash—friend of Jane Cooper; Mary Watters and Mindy Cooper-Smith—friends of Bill and Jacqueline
Hamilton Taylor; Kenneth and Donna Benton—friends of William Rowe; Patty Ryan and Tom Barnett—friends of
Robin and Gary Willis; and Shitley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge.

Prayer List is a powerful tool for bringing comfort, healing, and peace to those in need. So, let's keep it up to date
and continue to lift up our brothers and sisters in prayer.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website
(http://saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.

To make stock contributions contact Denise Ferrell at denise@saintphilip.net.

The next edition of the Philip-Eye will be available:
Tuesday, April 7—Deadline March 26—3:00 p.m.

Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then.

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to:
philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie.

MORE LIGHT

PRESBYTERIANS

™
B MATTHEW 25
Y.

lj flickr .ﬁ% %& @) | Instagnam
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4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056
Phone: 713.622.4807 Fax: 713.622.5405 www.saintphilip.net
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