“Christians working together to share Jesus’ Love as God'’s hands, feet, and voice.”

First United Methodist Church of Horseheads
July 26, 2026

Greetings and Announcements

{As this service begins, please use the white prayer cards on the pew-back in front of you if you
want something read aloud from the pulpit. During our first hymn, the Ushers will collect

cards to be read aloud.}

Prelude | Love to Tell the Story Peter Stearns

*Call to Worship:

Leader: Come, all who are weary, wandering, or longing for home.

People: We come seeking the love and grace of our Heavenly Father.

Leader: Before we could find our way back, God was already watching and waiting
for us.

People: His mercy is greater than our failures, and His love never gives up
on us.

Leader: Today we celebrate the God who welcomes sinners, restores the broken,
and rejoices over every life returned to Him.

People: We will worship with grateful hearts, for we have been welcomed
by grace.

Leader: Come, let us worship the Lord with joy, humility, and thanksgiving.

People: We come home to the Father with praise in our hearts. Amen.

*Hymn: This Is My Father's World #144 UMH

*Opening Prayer:
Gracious and Loving Father, We come before You today with thankful hearts
because You are a God who never stops loving Your children. Like the father in

Jesus' parable, You watch, You wait, and when we turn toward You, You run to meet

us with mercy instead of condemnation. Lord, if any of us have wandered from You
through sin, pride, fear, or busyness, draw us back into Your loving embrace. If we
have become self-righteous like the older brother, soften our hearts so that we may

rejoice in Your grace toward others. As we worship today, remind us that we are not

here because we have earned Your love, but because You have freely given it
through Jesus Christ. Open our ears to hear Your Word, open our hearts to receive
it, and transform our lives by Your Holy Spirit. May everything we say, sing, and do
bring glory to Your name. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we

pray. Amen.

Joys and Concerns

Silent Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (on screen)

Gift of Music: Two Pieces for Four Hands
Waltz and Gavotte

Scripture: Luke 15:1-3; 11-24; 25-32
Leader: This is God’s Word for God’s People
People: Thanks be to God!

*Hymn: O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go

Sermon: Our Running Father

Offering

Offering Music: Three Pieces for a Musical Clock
Minuet/March/Andantino

Doxology

*Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

Benediction

Postlude: “Little” Fugue in G minor
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See us live on Facebook & You Tube, Sundays at 9:30am

Check us out anytime on our Web Site, You Tube, or Facebook

Facebook: Horseheads United Methodist Church

You Tube: Hh 1st United Methodist Church

Pastor Jeff is away on vacation through July 315,
Announcements:

Today We welcome Pastor Bill Vallet

Weekly cards have moved: Please take a moment to sign the weekly card(s), which have been
moved to the table by the kitchen. | will leave last week's card out for Margaret Cooper. While
you're there, please be sure to sign Harold Lauper and Gayle Swank’s cards as well.

Altar flowers: If you wish to have flowers on the altar, August has most weeks open with only the
first one taken. Please find the flower sign-up calendar in its same place on the bulletin board by the
church events monthly calendar.

Summer Reading! There's still time to join our Summer Reading Program! Browse great books for all
ages—adults, youth, and children. The program runs through September 6. Sign up at the library
table, then explore the treasures in our church library!

Come celebrate 50 years of Stephen Ministry! Join our overnight bus trip to Haddonfield, New
Jersey, Sept. 25™. Learn about this important ecumenical, Christ-centered ministry with us. See flyer
and sign-up sheet in entrance for more information!

Karren’s Clothing Cupboard sign-up sheets are in the entranceway for August.

Cover Text: Romans 828 {CEB)

Readings for Ninth Sunday After Pentecast, July 26, 2026: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Romans 8:26-39;
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Scripture quotation is from the Common English Bible, copyright 2011. SEB Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Romans 8:28 (CEB)




