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From Spring to Summer: Free to Love
Dear Friends,

This July, our nation marks 250 years since the signing of the Declaration
of Independence. As we celebrate Independence Day and reflect on our nation’s
history, I find myself drawn to these words from the Apostle Paul:

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in
love.” (Galatians 5:13, NIV)

As Americans, we rightly give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy. At the
same time, we recognize that the promise of liberty has not always been
experienced equally by everyone. Our nation’s story includes both remarkable
progress and unfinished work. Giving thanks for our freedoms also invites us to
continue building a society where dignity, opportunity, and justice are shared
more fully by all.

Yet, Paul points us toward a freedom that goes even deeper. Freedom in
Christ is not merely freedom from something; it is freedom for something. It is
the freedom to love.

We are free to forgive as we have been forgiven. Free to welcome the
stranger. Free to show empathy and compassion. Free to care for our neighbors.
Free to serve one another humbly in love. In a world that often encourages
division, fear, and suspicion, followers of Jesus are called to use their freedom in
a different way—mnot to elevate ourselves, but to bless others.

Here at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church, | see signs of that freedom
every week. Our worship services have been filled with energy, joy, and a sense
of God’s presence. We are growing in many ways—not simply in numbers, but
in connection, care, and community.

One of my favorite sights each Sunday is Coffee Hour. The tables are
ladened with generous offerings of food, the coffee is hot, and the room is full of
conversation, laughter, and genuine connection. Friendships are growing, new
relationships are forming, and people are caring for one another in meaningful
ways. It is one of the many signs of the healthy and hopeful spirit that continues
to flourish at SIPC.

I am grateful for the kindness, generosity, and faithfulness that | see
throughout our congregation. In countless visible and invisible ways, people are
showing up for one another, offering encouragement, extending hospitality, and
sharing the love of Christ in everyday acts of care.

As we celebrate Independence Day this month, may we give thanks for the
freedoms we enjoy as citizens while also embracing the greater freedom Christ
offers—the freedom to love generously, live courageously, and serve joyfully.

May Shelter Island Presbyterian Church continue to be a place where all
are welcomed, all are valued, and all are invited to experience the transforming
power of God’s love. In Christ’s love, Pastor Steve
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Building & Grounds Report by Karin Bennett

* The church is applying for the now required food permit from the Suffolk County Dept. Of Health. Debbie
Speeches and Ellen Gove shopped for new dishes and other items that were needed. Church dishes and
cookware was put back in the kitchen on Thursday, June 18™.

* A list of all contractors and a schedule of upcoming work to be done has been written and is available in the
office.

* Billy Clark will be stepping up to help with the management of Building and Grounds.
Thank you, Billy!

* The Fellowship Hall new window treatments are going

up thanks to Roswitha Wissemann.

Thank you, Roswithal
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* The new choir robe hanging area (see picture on left) has
new curtains made by Donna King.
Thank you, Donna!

Congratulations to Elsie Mae Brigham,
recipient of the Joan W. Siedem Award
from the Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church. Elsie Mae is a member of the
National Honor Society. Among many
other accomplishments, she has been a
member of Select Choir, Band and Chorus.
The Joan W. Siedem Award is in memory
of our church’s past and much loved
Minister of Music, Joan Siedem. We wish
Elsie Mae the best in her studies at NYS
University at Cortland where she will be
majoring in Education.
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Clerk’s Report by Ellen Gove

Session has approved requests for additional events (poetry readings with music) from S.1. Friends of
Music on Monday, July 20th and August 17th from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

In April, I attended the Annual Minute Review to have SIP Church’s 2025 minutes certified by the
Presbytery of L.I.

The ECLC (pre-school) 2026-27 Lease has been signed for an annual rent of $7,130.20.
The Joan Seidem Scholarship Award this year was awarded to Elsie Mae Brigham.

In April Lisa Kaasik, Adm. Secretary took a full-time job at Peconic Landing. We thank Lisa for the
wonderful job she did while working in the office. We wish you God’s blessings in your next adventure.
After the Personnel Committee interviewed Sara Mundy, she was offered the position of Adm. Secretary.
We welcome Sara and are delighted to have her on board. Sara’s hours after her job ended at the ECLC in
late June, are now Tuesdays & Thursdays. Feel free to stop by and welcome her!

The church is applying for the now required food permit from the Suffolk County Deptartment of

Health. Debbie Speeches and Ellen Gove shopped for new dishes and other items that were needed. Church
dishes and cookware were put back in the kitchen on Thursday, June 18".  Blessings & Peace, Ellen
Gove.

Renovation Updates by Ellen Gove

The Kitchen Renovation:

All Complete! In the beginning of June, the Town Nutrition Program received their Certificate of Approval
from the Suffolk County Health Department. Michelle, Emily and Kelly and the Seniors who participate are
happy to be back in our fellowship hall. Near the end of the renovation, it was decided to purchase two
additional refrigerators. The Town Nutrition purchased one of them and we were able to receive an
additional donation to purchase the second one through the Bartley Foundation. Thank you to S.I. Lions Club
and the Bartley Foundation for providing additional funds to offset any over budget expenses that was
incurred.

Session approved having a ceremony to dedicate the “Chris Lewis Kitchen” on Sunday, June 28th
immediately following worship. The S.I. School, Industrial Arts Students under the direction of Chris
Conrardy made two plaques which were mounted in the fellowship hall. We have invited the community,
Representatives from the Boards the Senior Foundation, S.I. Lions Club and the Bartley Foundation.

Many thanks to Rosie Wissemann and Karin Bennett for the new curtains that are on the fellowship hall
windows. New shades have been ordered and they will be put up when they arrive. We used the money from
the soup sales to buy new curtains and shades. Thanks to all who purchased soup these past months!

Deacons’ Report by Brenda Bergman

The Memorial Garden Committee is deeply grateful for the work done in the garden by Bill King. He
donated the many truckloads of soil and then proceeded to beautify the garden with this soil placement
himself! He did a great job and we thank him.

Sincerely, Brenda Bergman
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S.I. P.C. 2026 Budget

A | B | C | b
1
Date
2 |[Income 2026 Budget 2025 Actual |Changed
3 | Group Donations $64,000 $64,047
T 2026 Pledges $55,000 $56,020
Z Contributions Town/Lions etc New Kitchen $49,300 ‘ 1/21/2026
| 6 [ Non-Pledged Revenue $35,000 $30,627
L Endowment Interest $29,000 $28,529
| 8 | Memorial Fund $3,000 $28,410
ER Fundraising Efforts $14,300 $21,693
10| Conlin Estate Donation $18,240 $18,240
E Enduring Witness Grant from Presbytery $15,000 $17,268 1/22/2026
| 12| Special Donations $3,000 $7,899
| 13| Services (2026 split btw/non pledge & funerals) S0 $7,293
| 14 [ Worship Life Income $5,500 $5,456
| 15| Holiday Offering $3,000 $2,926
16 | 2025 Pledges Received $2,500 $2,360
E Baptism, Weddings, Funeral $3,500 $1,800
| 18 [ Per Member Assessment $1,000 $1,162
| 19| Unapplied Cash Payment Income $400 $662
| 20| Cooking Club S0 $375
| 21| Deacons $200 $200
| 22| Initial Envelope $200 $200
23| Uncategorized Income S0 $150
(24| Miscellaneous Income $100 $46
25 [Total Income | $302,240] $295,361|
26
27 |Expenses | 2026 Budget | 2025 Actual |
| 28| Personnel $190,000 $179,266
| 29| Congregational Expenses $50,000 $52,646
| 30| Building & Grounds $49,000 $51,465
| 31| Capital Improvement Expense (New Kitchen) $70,000 $27,950
| 32 Manse Expenses $12,000 $19,068
| 33| Office Expense $6,000 $6,572
| 34| Worship & Music $5,500 $5,455
| 35| Stewardship Expense $600 $655
| 36 [ Fundraising Efforts Expense $600 $600
37| Memorial Garden $700 $450
E Uncategorized expense $100 $170
39| Other Miscellaneous Service Cost S0 $25
40 |Total Expenses $384,500 $344,323
41 [Net Operating Income -$82,260 -$48,961
42 2026 Budget 2025 Actual
43 |Other Income
| 44 | Paul Mobius Gift - Mark Mobius $100,000
45| Investment Earnings Wells Fargo $40,000 $70,647
bE Investment Account Draw Down $51,560 $32,000
47 |Total Other Income | $91,560| $202,647|
48 [Net Other Income $91,560 $153,686
49 [Net Income | $9,300| $104,725|

JULY 2026
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KIVA Team Impact Report by John Kerr

In the past three months our twenty-three-member team has made eighteen new loans to people around the
world. We are helping people solve problems, become entrepreneurs and improve their lives. One of our
recent loans was to Lumturi from Albania.

Lumturi's story:

Lumturi is a 55-year-old woman who lives in a rural area near
Lushnje with her family. She has many years of experience in
agriculture and works hard to support her household through
farming activities. In addition to cultivating seasonal vegetables,
which she sells at the local vegetable market, she also manages her
olive grove. Lumturi is requesting your support to invest in planting
additional olive trees and to purchase fertilizers and pesticides for
her existing olive orchard. These investments will help improve the
health and productivity of the olive trees, increase crop quality and
ensure better agricultural results during the season. The income
generated from selling vegetables and olives helps Lumturi provide
for her family’s daily needs and maintain her farming activity. She
is dedicated, hardworking, and determined to continue developing
her agricultural business in order to create more financial stability
for her family. Way to go team!

Youth Group Report by Bryan Knipfing

In April the Shelter Island Youth Group participated in a cooking class with Reggie Johnson, the chef at
Camp Quinipet. In May the group volunteered to do some Spring cleaning at Camp Quinipet and removed
flags at the three Island cemeteries in preparation for new flags to be placed on Memorial Day. During the
summer the Youth Group is planning a one-day mission trip with an environmental stewardship focus. The
group will participate in a beach clean-up and end with day with bowling and the arcade at All Star in
Riverhead.

Historical Cemeteries Info by Joyce Bausman

On July 4™ from 10am to 1pm the church’s southern burial ground will be open for visitation to patriots’
grave stones.

Karen Kiaer and Joyce Bowditch Bausman, Shelter Island National Society of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (NSDAR) members will be available to answer questions.

Thank you!

Joyce Bausman
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Update from Imagination Island

Please join Imagination Island in wishing congratulations to one of Shelter Island School’s newest graduates
and special friend of Shelter Island Presbyterian Church, Elsie Mae Brigham!

Over the years, Mae has been a huge support with our children’s programming and ray of light at our
services.

We cannot wait to see what her future holds!

During our Easter worship service, Bridget Bartilucci was put in
charge of hiding a basket of eggs. She even asked a few
parishioners to look the other way for a moment so that she could
hide an egg behind their back. She delighted in the whole process
of hiding the eggs throughout the sanctuary, fellowship hall, and
even amidst the beautiful English garden adorning the staircase to
the pulpit and choir loft.

Bridget was sure to clean up after herself and picked up every
single egg left around the sanctuary and fellowship hall. Bridget
left that day with a basket overflowing! What did she do next?
Well, she and her dad headed over to see Grandma Bartilucci for
Easter lunch at Peconic Landing. Bridget actually handed out fifty-
five eggs with candy to the people at the brunch. Everyone loved it
according to Steve Bartilucci.

The children’s ministries at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church first focus on kindness. Watching what the
children do with it is astonishing and a testament to the love and support of this church over the years.
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News from the Presbytery by Ellen Gove

News From Presbytery of L.I.: The May 2, 2026 Meeting was held in Cutchogue in-person. The Cutchogue
Deacons and team were thrilled to host the May Meeting and it was evident throughout the day. Pastor Steve
attended as he is Trustee Chairman and Billy Clark attended as Commissioner for SIP Church. As past
Moderator, | gave the report from the Shepherding Council that required two actions for approval: (1) To
approve new guidelines for the New Church and Fellowship Development Committee in our presbytery,
which was passed; (2) To approve the Valley Stream South Asian Fellowship be chartered as a congregation
of the PC (USA) under the name “Valley Stream Community Presbyterian Church” and take the necessary
steps to incorporate in N.Y. State. This was a joyful moment in the life of our presbytery! Members of the
Valley Stream South Asian Fellowship, soon to be the Valley Stream Community Presbyterian Church—
came forward and we celebrated with prayer, welcome and song.

Other business that was notable: We recognized two retirements—Rev. William Hoffman, Montauk
Community Church and Rev. Peter Kelley, First Presbyterian Church, Southold. | might add, that | had the
privilege of working with Bill and Peter at the Presbytery. | personally will miss the good work that they
have done over the years. Rev. Hoffman will be retiring to Chicago area and Rev. Kelley will be retiring to
his home in the Adirondack Mountains, upstate N.Y. We wish them God’s blessings as they enter the next
chapter of of their lives.

)
S=

Ollandlgplnrordy

Ships don’t sink because of the water
around them. Ships sink because of the
water that gets inside them.

Don’t let what’s happening around you
get inside you and weigh you down.
Stay anchored in faith, guarded in heart,
and steady through the storm.

Worship Team Report by Rose Wissemann

Our church looked perfect for Pentecost. Bill Clark surprised us with beautiful new red paraments. Thank you,
Bill! Sharon Morgan’s hangings always are special. With your financial help we have new curtains in the
Fellowship Hall. New shades will be next.

Thank you, Roswitha Wissemann
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Mission Team Report by Marilynn Pysher

The Better World Book Club had read and discussed 35 books since its inception in February of 2019. The
group’s last pick is “Mark Twain” by Pulitzer Prize winning author Ron Chernow. It’s over 1,000 pages but
a large percentage of them are pictures, notes and acknowledgements. It’s very interesting to learn so much
about such a talented character and the bonus is picking up and holding the book builds muscle! Our next
discussion is scheduled for Monday, September 14™ at 3:00 in Fellowship Hall and should be a fascinating
one about this fascinating man. There are several copies available in the library. Check one out and come
join us even if you aren’t able to finish the book. I’'m reading a chapter each am and one in the pm every day
and enjoying it very much.

Copies of all our books are on the BWBC bookcase and may be checked out. Three books are missing: 1)
“The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World” by Archbishop TuTu and His Holiness the Dalai
Lama 2) “The Book of Hope, A Survival Guide for Trying Times” by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams and
3) “Caste, The Origins of Our Discontents” by Isabel Wilkerson. Please scour your book shelves thoroughly
and return these books if you find any of them. It’s not good karma to “borrow” from the church
permanently.

Earth Care Certification work continues. New items
are placed on the bulletin board in Fellowship
regularly so check it out regularly. A different Eco
Tip is placed in the bulletin each month to help us
make improvements in taking care of our environment.
It is hoped that you read and implement some of them.
We also have earth-knowledgeable speakers during
coffee hour periodically. To celebrate Earth Day, the
earth care team made a special coffee hour and invited
Clndy Belt (left) to speak on Earth Care Sunday, April
19™ She had samples of earth-friendly products we )
could use in our home. v

Maureen’s Haven Report by Marlanne Baird

Maureen’s Haven is a homeless outreach program located in Riverhead that our congregation has supported
for nearly 10 years by providing bag lunches and hot dinners during the winter months. We recently reached
out to the executive director, Tracy Bednar, to ask how we might assist during the summer. She provided a
list of items currently in high demand:

- Socks

- White T-shirts (M, L, XL)

- Basketball shorts (S, M, L, XL)

- Body wash

- Bug spray, citronella bracelets, and tick repellent

- Toilet paper

- Granola bars

- Mac & cheese cups

- Ramen soup

- Juice boxes

- Washcloths

- Backpacks
If you are able to pick up any of these items during your next shopping trip, we will have a collection bin
available in the hallway between the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.
Marianne Baird & Dana Hallman
Monetary donations may be made at the Maureen’s Haven website: maureenshaven.org
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Music Ministry by Linda Betjeman

Welcome to Summer! As you know, our Sunday Service changes to 9am beginning July 5™ and continuing

through August 30™. The Adult Choir will present weekly anthems or solos throughout the summer season.
-Sweet Island Dulcimers will be performing:

-Sunday, July 5™ at Union Chapel at 10:30am.

-Saturday, July 18™ at the Havens House Farmer’s Market at 10am.

-Sunday, August 16" at East Hampton Library at 2:30pm.

Plan to attend any Friends of Music concerts. There will be a concert with music composed by local

musician, James Marshall, again including the SIPC organ played by me and vocals by Sara Mundy on
Friday, September 4™ at 5:30pm.

Thank you! Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music

Music at Church
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MISSION STATEMENT

We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church as a spiritual heart of our small island
community—a congregation that keeps its doors
open to all and offers service and support to
f%iends, neighbors, and visitors from beyond our
shores.

We will encourage the spiritual growth of our
Church's people in Jesus Christ through worship,
service to others, stewardship, study, and fellow-
ship with one another. We will work to increase
our spiritual engagement with youth, young
families, and our growing senior population.

Inspired by God's Word, we look forward to our
future with faith and confidence in God's
purpose for us.

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO.

Links to Sunday Services:

Please note our Sunday Services are all livestreamed and can be
viewed on YouTube. The links are available on our website, or
directly on our YouTube channel. Search Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church on YouTube for previous services. Find
upcoming services, including our weekly Sunday Services, on our
channel under the “Live” heading.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

July 5™ — Sunday Services begin @ 9am

July 9" — Landscape Therapy Workshop @ 5:30pm

July 19" — Friends of Music Concert @ 6pm

July 20™ — Friends of Music Concert & Poetry @ 5pm
August 16" — Friends of Music Concert @ 6pm

August 17" — Friends of Music Concert & Poetry @ 5pm
Session Meeting To Be Announced

September 4™ — Friends of Music Concert @ 5:30pm
September 6™ — Friends of Music Concert @ 6pm
September 14" — Better World Book Club Meeting @ 3pm

September 15" — L.I. Presbytery Meeting in Brentwood @ 10am
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