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Miked Up 
 

Not By Accident 
The Church is in the season of Pentecost, a major season for all churches. This is the 
season we celebrate that the prophet Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 
2:16-21) and the Apostles and others were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). 

     Pentecost was not by accident. Pentecost is part of God’s plan of the ongoing 
spiritual awakening of God’s people.  This plan that was prophesied through the visions 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel and others and evident in the life and ministry of Jesus. 
The Apostles caught a glimpse of it as they walked and lived with Jesus.  All of this and 
more had to occur before they were empowered from on high (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:1-8). 

     In his classic book The Holy Spirit in the Wesleyan Heritage, Bishop Mack B. Stokes 
(1911-2012) lists seven essential elements of Pentecost and the Christian faith: 

(1) the centrality of Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and ascended;  

(2) the supernatural initiative and power of the Holy Spirit; 

(3) the transformation and absolute commitment of people to Jesus Christ and His 
Kingdom through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit; 

(4) powerful preaching of the gospel and effective teaching on the Kingdom of God 

and righteousness; 

(5) specific manifestations of the power of the Holy Spirit and continuing blessings 

through the Holy Spirit; 

(6) the formation of people into the community of prayer, faith, and work (the body of 
Christ); and (7) world evangelization. 

     Stokes writes, “These would seem to be the essential elements in that first Christian 
Pentecost and in the apostolic Christianity that followed it.  We may doubt that a 
sustained renewal of the church will ever happen apart from these divinely appointed 
realities.”    

     I believe the most important thing that can happen in my life, your life, and in 
America is for us to enter that ongoing spiritual awakening and life-giving relationship. 
Make time this summer to attend worship and get connected. Be involved in your 
church. Your growth will happen not by accident, but by your decision to respond to the 
Holy Spirit’s call to passionate living for Jesus Christ in home, school, play, church and 
community .                                                                                                                           ~ Pastor Mike  

 

Membership Report 
06.13.26: Withdrawn: Bobby Ashburn. 
Membership stands at 404. 



Baby Shop 
Montgomery County Baby Shop has been busy helping young families with much needed 
clothing, diapers, supplies, and equipment for children in sizes up to 5T. We had a lot of 
donations this month, and our stock is looking good. Every week there were items for us in the 
donation box on the stage, which was overflowing sometimes! Our United Women in Faith 
held a wonderful baby shower for us, and they brought lots of goodies! We had a great 
afternoon of fun and fellowship. Thank you to all those who answered the call for specific sizes 
needed. We are also thankful for our Youth, who bagged lots of diapers for us one night, and 
then came Monday morning to carry all the gifts from the Fellowship Hall to the Shop. They filled orders, carried 
heavy orders to cars, and got all of the shower gifts sorted and put away. A huge job well done! We were blessed 
with lots of equipment donations as well, and have been able to help many families with things like bassinets, 
swings, strollers, car seats, cribs, and much more. We had a larger number than usual of orders for babies due to 
be born in the next two months, and those equipment items are always needed. We have even been able to take a 
lot of excess clothing in the smaller sizes to MCEAP, and assisted the Pregnancy Resource Center with items they 
needed in exchange for items we needed.   
 

The upcoming dates we need volunteers are as follows. We are there from 9:30 to noon each date, but if you can 
help for even an hour it helps us tremendously. We sort donations, fill orders, and put together outfits each time. 
We have “sit down” jobs, too.  And we always have fun! Just send me an email and I will put you on the calendar.  
 

July 6, July 9, July 10, July 11, July 13, July 17, July 20, July 27, July 30, and July 31. 

August 1, August 3, August 10, August 14, August 17, August 24, and August 31.  
 

Thank you for all your support!                                                                                           ~ Gail Pankey, for the Baby Shop 

Choirs 
Many thanks to the St. Paul Choirs for their dedication to choir participation from September of 
2025 through May of 2026.  We have had a great year together!  I look forward to planning 
during the summer to find new music for us to enjoy preparing and presenting to the St. Paul 
congregation.  I will also be making games for teaching about reading music during our summer 
break from anthems.   
 

Plans are in the works for a choir party at my house to be held soon.   
 

The Chancel Choir will resume their practicing on Wednesday, August 26th and again on Wednesday, September 
2nd.  Both rehearsals will be from 6:30-7:45 p.m. in the choir room.   
 

Wonderful Wednesdays starts on Wednesday, September 9th.  At that time Community Children’s Choir will 
resume their schedule.  They will meet with me in their choir room from 6:30-7:00 p.m.   
 

The Chancel Choir time will be 7:15-8:30 p.m. beginning on September 9th. 
 

Please think about joining us in Chancel Choir if you are a youth or an adult.  We would love to have you join us!  
You do not have to read music or sing perfectly.  I assure you that if you join us, you will want to join us the next 
week, too! 
 

If you know of a child who is 5 years old through 5th grade, please welcome them to join us in Community 
Children’s Choir.  Emphasize to the parents that this service to the community is sponsored by St Paul to help 
children learn to read music (for free) and at the same time, they learn about characters of the Bible as well as 
learning scripture.  The children sing at least 6 times throughout the year for the congregation.  You do not have to 
be a St. Paul member in order to participate.                                            ~ Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs 

 



Wesley Recovery Mission News 
“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”— Matthew 9:37-38 
 

You may be wondering about the name change. When we transitioned from Life Recovery Groups, a ministry of 
New Life Ministries, we needed a new name. After prayer and reflection, we chose Wesley Recovery Mission. The 
name reflects who we are, our purpose, and our spiritual heritage, while keeping the same number of words. WRM 
is one of several ministries under Outreach, and we hope it will become as familiar to you as the others. 
 

Recovery and mental health are journeys no one is meant to walk alone, yet many still do. Every day, people in our 
community are searching for hope, healing, freedom, and a place where they are welcomed as they are. Some 
struggle with addiction; others carry grief, trauma, mental health challenges, family conflict, or loneliness. The 
need is great, and Jesus reminds us that “the harvest is plentiful.” At Wesley Recovery Mission, we see this truth 
every day. We are entrusted with fragile stories and privileged to walk beside people as they take courageous 
steps toward healing and new life. We witness God’s grace at work around tables, in support groups, through 
shared prayer, and in the simple act of showing up for one another. 
 

Jesus calls us to pray for laborers in the harvest. These laborers are not always experts or professionals, but 
ordinary people willing to listen, encourage, welcome, share a cup of coffee, and walk alongside others. They are 
mentors, volunteers, prayer partners, and friends—people who have experienced God’s grace and are ready to 
share it. 
 

From the tradition of John Wesley, faith is lived out through acts of mercy and acts of piety. The harvest includes 
both spiritual transformation and practical care for neighbors. Wesley encouraged Christians to go where people 
were hurting rather than waiting for them to come to church. 
 

In Wesleyan Vile-tality: Reclaiming the Heart of Methodist Identity (Abingdon Press, 2025), Dr. Ashley Boggan 
reflects on John Wesley’s willingness to “submit to be more vile” when he decided to go and preach to miners, 
laborers, and others often excluded from traditional religious life. Her idea of “vile-tality” speaks powerfully to 
ministries that serve people stigmatized by society, including those facing addiction, homelessness, poverty, 
incarceration, or mental health challenges. Boggan suggests that United Methodists are at their best when we go 
to people where they are, rather than waiting for them to come to church. 
  

As we continue this ministry, we thank everyone who serves, supports, and participates. Your presence and story 
matter, and your willingness to care for others makes a real difference. May we remain a community where grace 
abounds, healing is possible, and all are reminded of God’s love. Let us pray that God will continue to raise up 
compassionate hearts for this work of hope and restoration. 
 

Together, one day at a time, we trust in God’s promise of new life. 
                                                                                              Grace and Peace, Wesley Recovery Mission/ Leadership Team 

************************************************************************************ 
Recovery Happenings: 

Summer Events 
July 11—Game Night & Potluck, 6:00pm-8:30pm, Fellowship Hall 

July 25—Potluck Picnic, 4:00pm-8:00pm, Fellowship Hall 
August 22—Family Movie Night, 6:00pm-9:00pm, Activity Building 

 
Save the Date 

September 8—Suicide Awareness Community Candlelight Vigil, 7:00pm, Outside 
September 11—Memorial Service, 7:00pm, Fellowship Hall 



Summer Worship 
 

Worship in July  
Our summer theme is the Holy Spirit. 

5th – Holy Communion.  Our Communion offering goes to the Baby Shop. 
12th – Holy Spirit.  Our mission team is leaving for their annual mission trip. 
18th – Holy Spirit. 
26th – Christmas In July service.  Wear your favorite Christmas colors and styles! 

 

Worship in August  
Our summer theme is the Holy Spirit. 

Worship in August. Our summer theme is the Holy Spirit. 
2nd – Holy Communion. Our Communion offering goes to Alta Mons. 
9th – Education Sunday, backpack blessing, blessing of our students and school staff. 
16th – Holy Spirit.  
23rd – Holy Spirit.  
30th – Song Service. Holy Spirit. 

Worship in September  
6th – Labor Day Sunday and Holy Communion. Our Communion offering goes to Women’s Resource Center. 
13th – TBD.  
20th – TBD. 
27th – Homecoming. Details to come.  

HVAC Team 
This team is considering all options to provide heating and air conditioning to our Main Building for years to come. 
The AC in the Fellowship Hall has been addressed and works wonderfully. Bob Hockett is the Team Lead.  Dan 
Rhudy and Ronald Hollandsworth are team members. We need a few more people. To serve, please speak with 
Bob. 

 

Save the Date! Fall Book Study on our Social Principles. 
The latest edition of our Social Principles, adopted at the 2024 General Conference, reflects our church’s continued 
commitment to addressing today’s issues and encouraging ethical action within the church and the wider 
community. A printed copy of the Book of Resolutions which contains our Social Creed and Social Principles is 
available at church, and the text is also available online at www.umc.org. We are reviewing several helpful 
resources and will share more details once we select them. 
TH 9/10 Fall Book Study: Social Principles of the UMC, 6:00–7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall. 
The Social Principles are organized into four main areas: 
Community of All Creation, The Economic Community, The Social Community, and The Political Community. 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,  

that through endurance and through the encouragement of the  

Scriptures we might have hope. 

~ Romans 15:4  

 



That the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought  

into the freedom and glory of the children of God.  

~ Romans 8:21 

Children and Youth  
We're having a wonderful summer so far.  We started June with Toy Story trivia at McClain's in Blacksburg.  We had 
four St. Paul teams join in on the fun and one of our adult teams, the "Groan Ups", won the adult trivia award! 
Some of those questions were tough but we had lots of laughs even with some incorrect answers. 
  

Our Youth Group worked hard in the Baby Shop. We sorted all the wonderful donations from the Baby Shop Baby 
Shower, packed some orders and tested out the "rock em, sock em robots" toy to make sure it would be fun for 
other kids.   
 

We also had a couple of families go together to The Lyric Theatre and watch the 90s movie "Hook".  The kids 
enjoyed seeing it for the very first time and the parents experienced the movie from a very different perspective 
now that we're in the "adult Peter" stage of life.  How are we spending our time?  Do our priorities need some 
adjustment?  Should joy end where middle-age begins?  Leave it to Robin Williams to make us laugh, cry and 
ponder the meaning of life - all in 120 minutes.   
 

Summer Camp is in full swing at Alta Mons!  We have a number of children and youth from St. Paul attending camp 
this summer and also one youth serving on camp staff. 
Please remember these young people and all Alta Mons campers, staff and families in your prayers over the next 
four weeks. 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Dates to remember for children, youth and families: 
Sunday 7/19/26 - Game Night at St. Paul  
 

Monday - Thursday, 7/20 - 7/23 - Community VBS (hosted by Christiansburg Presbyterian this year).   
Ages: Pre-K through 8th grade    
Registration is NOW open!  All are welcome, invite a friend!   
 

Sunday, August 9th - Back to School Sunday with Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Sunday, August 16th - Sunday night Youth Group for middle and high school RESUMES!   
 

Sunday, August 23rd - Youth Group 
 

Saturday, August 29th - Alta Mons Day!  
Worship, lunch and lots of fun all around camp  
 

Sunday, August 30th - Youth Group 

Anna 
Daphne 
Edgar 
Ellie 

Fynn 
Harper 
Henry 
Isaac 

Maggie 
Owen E. 
Owen K. 

Rose  

William 
Wyatt 

*George (camp staff) 



 

 
 

July *(BR)=Baptized Roll 

Matthew Bravo—1 (BR) 

Marta Wray—1 

Maggie Eskew—2 (BR) 

Rick Kennedy—2 

Tom Marchi—2 

Kevin Buhrdorf—4 

Jack Neff—6 

Meghann Wade—6 (BR) 

Henry Bass—7 

Karen Cox—8 

Carol Gunter—8 

Layla Peters—9 

Emily Myers—11 (BR) 

Sandra Chapin—12 

Barbara Simmons—12 

Ross Blount—13 

Kathy Davis—13 

Jeremy Williams—13 

Joe Cox—14 

Karen Brown—15 

Amanda Chrisley—15 

Carl Lefko—17 

Kenneth Skidmore—18 

David Baker—19 

Mark Vaught—20 

Paul Cassell—21 

Linda Young—24 

Hunter Blount—25 (BR) 

Kyle Moran—25 (BR) 

Patsy Sparks—26 

Meggan Marshall—27 

Bill Kennedy—28 

Randy Moran—29 

George Rust IV—29 

Sally Woolwine—29 

Ruth Lefko—30 

Nancy Mattox—30 

Cord Sherman—30 

Rhonda Reynolds—31 

Mark Winbery—31  

August *(BR)=Baptized Roll 

Neal Eaton—1 (BR) 

Kenna Fox—1 

Margaret Woolwine—1 

Sandra Hayes—2 

Mark Vaughn—3 

Sharon Barrett—5 

Beth Brown—6 

Kyle Kersey—6 

Brooks Arthur—7 

Bonnie Cochran—9 

Rhonda Rash—9 

Peter Hayes—10 

Kevin Lawson—10 (BR) 

Henry Rust—11 (BR) 

Tabitha Rust—12  

Darby Mitchell—13 (BR) 

Marjorie Modlin—14 

Melodee Wade—14 

Carolyn Bucklen—15 

Ashley Light—15 (BR) 

Brian DeHart—16  

Sylvia Duckett—16 

Rosa Griffith—18 

Kevin Cox—19 

Dale Huff Jr.—20 

Charles Childress—21 

Bobby Swain Jr.—21 

Shirley Hodge—22 

Isaiah Mallory—24 (BR) 

Clara Sowers—25 

Thomas Reed—26 

Ariela Alderman—29 (BR) 

Tom Bell—29 

Dick Goss—29 

Lauren Reed—29 

Michael Hanks—30 (BR) 

Larry Lawrence—30 

Emily Brashier—31 

 

July 

Chip & Anne Lawson—7 
Mark Vaught & Rosa Griffith—8 
Mike & Sherri Derflinger—15 

Joe & Sandy Cox—21 
Henry & Lisa Bass—29 

August 

Barry & Sherri King—5 
Bill & Peggy Streich—5 
Doug & Penny Kanney—17 

Wayne & Joyce Bishop—24 
Ronald & Geraldine Hollandsworth—25 
Greg & Wanda Wade—26 



July 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 3 

Office Closed 
 
 

 

4 
Independence Day 
 

5 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Holy Communion 

6 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

 

7 
Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 
 
 

8 
 

9 
Baby Shop, 9:30A
-12P 

10 
Baby Shop, 9:30A
-12P 
 

11 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 
Recovery Game 
Night & Potluck, 
FH 6P-8:30P 

12 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

 
Mission Team to NC 
 

13 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

 

14 
Christiansburg 
Lions Club, FH 
6:30P-8:30P 
 

Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 

15 
 

16 
 

17   
Baby Shop, 9:30A
-12:00P 

18 
 

19 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Youth, Children & 
Families Game 
Night, FH  

20 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

Church Council, 
JOY Classroom 7P 
 
Community VBS @ 
Cburg Presb, 6P-
8:15P 
 

21 
Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
Recovery Potluck 
Picnic, FH 4P-8P 

26 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Christmas in July 
Service 

27 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

 

28 
Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 

29 
 

30 
Baby Shop, 9:30A
-12P 

 31 
Baby Shop, 9:30A
-12P 

 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners.   

~ Isaiah 61:1  



  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body  

you were called to peace. And be thankful.  

~ Colossians 3:15  

August 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      

 

 

1 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 

2 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Holy Communion 
 

3 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

 

4 
Wesley  Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Back to School 
Sunday-Blessing of 
the Backpacks 
 

10 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

 

11 
Christiansburg 
Lions Club, FH 
6:30P-8:30P 
 

Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12:00P 

15 
 

16 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Youth Group 
Resumes! 5:30P-
7:30P 

17 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 
 

Church Council, 
JOY Classroom 7P 

18 
Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 
301 7P-8P—
Tentative  
 

Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 

22 
Recovery Family 
Movie Night, AB 
6P-9P 

23 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Youth Group 5:30P-
7:30P 

24 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 

25 
Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 
301 7P-8P 
 

Wesley Recovery, 
AB 7P-8P 

26 
Chancel Choir 
Resumes 
Rehearsals, 6:30P-
7:45P 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Alta Mons Day! 
Worship, Lunch, 
All-Around Fun 
Camp 

30 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Song Service 
 

Youth Group 5:30P-
7:30P 

31 
Baby Shop, 9:30A-
12P 

     



Pastor 
Pastor Mike Derflinger 

mikederflinger@vaumc.org 
540-631-4469 

Administrative Assistant 

Carol Slaughter 
office@stpaulvaumc.org 

540-382-2410 

Organist/Director of Choirs 
(Children & Chancel) 

Carolyn Mills 
organist@stpaulvaumc.org 

 Director of Youth Ministries 
Ashley Johnson 

youth@stpaulvaumc.org 
540-250-5587 

Custodian 
Robin Raines 

rainesrobin88@yahoo.com 

 

   

 
Public page - https://www.facebook.com/stpaulcburg 
Private page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/stpaulvaumc 

 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA 

 

Worship Attendance and Total Offerings  
for June, July and August will be included  

in the September Newsletter. 

 


