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Prayers from Sunday, November 23

Lea, Dana, MaryBeth & Dean, Monika & Joe, Chadd & Laura, Louise & Bill, Susan & Charlie, Family of June Stowe, Gio, Alphonso and family,
Terry, Mikey and family, John, Craig, Kathy K., Brown family, Elvan, Cynthia, Tony and family, Grace, Sandy, Donna, Debra and Kathleen, Flor
and family, Jennifer, Suzanne, E, G, A, and Kris, Savion, Heather, Debbie, Dianne, Erin, Jasna, Linda and David, Barbara Lowrey and family,
David.

Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift your prayer requests that were submitted. Please send your prayer for inclusion
in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org or call 703.671.8557.

FasA. ,‘. 3 %m ﬁ W Flower Dedications: A white rose is placed for Mercia Foster, mother of Rev. Tura
- J’ Foster Gillespie, who died on November 20, 2025.

Christmas Tree Sale: The Christmas Tree Sale is underway! The
United Methodist Men’s Annual Christmas Tree Sale began on
Friday, November 28, and trees are available for sale daily until they
sell out. Thank you to everyone who helped unload and set up the
trees. Volunteers are still needed to help staff the tree lot daily from 9

AM-8 PM throughout the sale. If you're available to lend a hand, “a 7 YYYYYYYY
please contact one of the volunteer coordinators: Scott Riley at BB = NOVEMBER 28
scottr2012@gmail.com or Patrick Teate at patrick.teate@gmail.com. (0 e 4 OPEN DAILY TILL WE SELL OUT

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

22nd Annual Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along: Join us for Fairlington’s
beloved holiday tradition, the 22nd Annual Handel's Messiah Sing-Along,
on Sunday, December 14, 2025, at 4 PM! Experience the joy of this
powerful community event as we fill the sanctuary with the sounds of Part
One and the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s masterpiece. Under the
HANDEL'S direction of Dr. Louise Wilson, this year’s performance features the
Amadeus Orchestra and guest soloists Rachel Blaustein (soprano),

j J J : 'y Gregorious Valkenberg (countertenor), William Davenport (tenor), and
W . o Ross Tamaccio (baritone). The program also includes Telemann’s
l /’” NPANTS ¥ Concerto in G Major for Two Violettas, performed by Mary Dausch and

-

P
B

SING-ALONG Dorothy Couper, violists. Admission and parking are free, and you are
invited to bring your own Messiah score or purchase one at the door for
$10. Invite your friends, family, and neighbors to sing, listen, and
celebrate this joyful Fairlington tradition. Help us spread the word by
sharing the Messiah Sing-Along post on social medial
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0 ™ Angel Tree Donations: Help support families in need this Christmas through our Angel
o’ Tree holiday gift sponsorship! Our tree is up in the narthex and ready to make the holidays a
i{ little brighter for children in our community. Gifts support Rising Hope Ministry as well as
Q.. other nonprofit organizations in our community, including ALIVE! and Fair Ridge Shelter. If

you have questions or need to arrange an alternate drop-off, contact Denise Taylor at
hokies91@cox.net or 703-400-3677. Thank you for helping us share compassion and
ﬂ/yclb/) m kindness with children in our community this Christmas. Here’s how you can help:
Take an ornament: Choose an ornament from the tree with a child’s first name, age, and gift suggestions.
2. Shop: Purchase 2 gifts for each child. Each child should receive 1 warm coat and 1 fun item. Older children at Rising Hope may receive
a $50 gift card instead.

3. Retum gifts: Bring gifts unwrapped but bundled together in a bag with the ornament tag attached. Each ornament lists its return date;
please note that Rising Hope gifts are due by November 30.

Fairlington Christmas Variety Show!: Join us for a Fairlington Christmas
Variety Show on Sunday, December 7. Get ready to laugh, sing, and celebrate
the joy of the season at Fairlington’s intergenerational Christmas Variety Show!
Join us after worship for a festive lunch followed by a lighthearted showcase of
talent from across our congregation—music, skits, storytelling, and a few
surprises, too. It's a relaxed, joy-filled afternoon to connect before the holiday rush
begins. We're inviting performers of all ages to take part, so start planning your act
now! Whether it's a song, poem, dance, or comedy bit, your gift will help make this
event a beloved Fairlington tradition.

§3¢
Coffee with the Pastor: Joni Janine at Alexandria Pastry Shop for "coffee with the pastor”! Join us for coffee, a delicious

treat, and great conversation at Alexandria Pastry Shop on December 3 from 10 AM - 12 PM, this is our last coffee
shop hours of the year. It's a wonderful way to connect, share stories, and enjoy fellowship together—see you there!

TAI Z E P RAYE R. Taizé Prayer Services: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer

Service on the first Wednesday of each month. The next service will

S E RVI C E | be held on Wednesday, December 3 at 7 PM in the Chapel. This

.‘ 4 service is hosted in partnership with Fairlington Presbyterian and St.
| "= [ irst Wednesdays 7 p\[ | Clement Episcopal Churches. Come, for a time time for quiet
| reflection through candlelight, meditative music, scripture, and

silence in the tradition of the Taizé community.

-

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. I:PISCOF’AL CHURCH
F SAINT CLEMEN

Family Dinner Night: Family Dinner Night is back! Join us on Wednesday, December 3 from 5:45-
7:00 PM for a pizza dinner! Enjoy a great meal and fellowship with your church family. The costis $30
per family or $10 per person (financial assistance available). Mark your calendar for more Family Dinner
Nights coming up on, and January 14. We can’t wait to see you there! RSVP to Christian at
christian@fairlingtonumc.org.
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FREE Community Meals Continue - We need your help!:
The Free Community Lunch we hosted on Veteran's Day was a
wonderful success and we plan to host a monthly community dinner
on Tuesday Dec. 9th, Jan. 6th, Feb. 10th, and March 10th from
4:30 t0 6:30 pm, but we need your help! Volunteers are needed to:
help set up, prepare food, greet guests, and help wash up at the
end. If you would like to support in any capacity please reach out to
Val Berry at valbarlva@aol.com. Click HERE o sign up to
volunteer!

< Qalad Soeial ¢

& Cookie Swap ~

35, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 12:30 PM ‘

White House Ornament Sale: Fairlington United Women in Faith are selling 2025 White
House Ornaments and they have arrived! This year's ornament honors the 150th anniversary
of State Dinners hosted by the White House and features two distinct plates from the White
House State china collection. Cost is $25 each (for 1-9 ornaments) or $24 each if you purchase
10+ ornaments. Order your ornament by emailing Fairlingtonumw@gmail.com. We will confirm

Holiday Salad Social and Cookie Swap: Join us for a Holiday
Salad Social & Cookie Swap on Sunday, December 14 following the
11 AM worship service (around 12:30 PM) in the Chapel. Take a
break from the busyness of the season as we share a light lunch of
favorite salads—pasta, egg, chicken, tuna, or green—and then enjoy
a fun cookie-recipe swap. Please feel free to bring a salad to share
and a dozen of your favorite cookies to exchange and take home. We
will also be collecting personal care items for the upcoming ALIVE!
distribution if you'd like to contribute. We'll conclude before the
afternoon performance of Messiah. For questions, contact Denise
Taylor at hokies91@cox.net or 703-400-3677. We hope you'll join us!

your order, the amount owed, and arrange pick up or delivery. Your check payable to
Fairlington United Methodist Women is due when the items are delivered. Proceeds from our
fundraisers support local and national non-profits impacting the lives of women, children, and

youth. Thank you for your support!

(%,‘,,')/, 2zetes 2025

Discussion of UMC Constitutional Changes: Earlier this month, our Council of Bishops affirmed the ratification of four changes to the
UMC Constitution passed at the 2024 General Conference. This includes the establishment of Regional Conferences in the United States and
across the globe. Come to worship a little early on Sunday, November 23 at 10:30am in the Chapel to hear an update from Mark Elder,
delegate to General Conference. He will share more about what each amendment does, what happens next, and what it means for the

denomination.

Generosity for Justice & Community: Through our mission
work, feeding the hungry, housing vulnerable families, welcoming
immigrants and refugees, and caring for creation, we live out our
faith in action and help build the beloved community Jesus
envisioned. None of this is possible without your generosity. Your
giving commitment helps us plan the ministry of the church for the
year ahead, ensuring we can continue to strive for justice and
community. We invite you to prayerfully complete your 2026
Generosity Card, either dropping it off in person or by completing it

online HERE, and join us in creating a world where love and justice

flourish. So far, we have received 59 pledgers for $63 pledgers
and we're up to $410,600. Thank you for your generosity!
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Discussion of UMC Constitutional Changes: Earlier this month, our Council of Bishops affirmed the ratification of four changes to the
UMC Constitution passed at the 2024 General Conference. This includes the establishment of Regional Conferences in the United States and

across the globe. Come to worship a little early on Sunday, November 23 at 10:30am in the Chapel to hear an update from Mark Elder,
delegate to General Conference. He will share more about what each amendment does, what happens next, and what it means for the
denomination.

Service of Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and
World: In a time of turmoil and anxiety, you're invited to pause,
pray, and find peace at our Service of Prayers for Our Community,
Nation, and World, held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7
PM in the Chapel. The next service will be on Wednesday,
December 17. Together, we'll lift our hearts to God for healing and
hope, trusting that prayer softens hearts, encourages mercy, and
draws us closer to God and one another. As followers of Christ,
we're called to bring our worries, our gratitude, and our love for the
world before God in prayer, believing that the peace of Christ truly
“transcends all understanding.” Come as you are, all are welcome.

FUMC Food Outreach Ministry with ALIVE!: Our next Food
Mission Distribution is Wednesday, December 17. The volunteer
shiftis 4 - 6:30 PM, with food pickup available from 5 - 6:30 PM. To
make this a success, we need 6-8 volunteers for each time

block: Sign up to volunteer HERE. Any questions, contact Meg
Broadwell @ meg2mtns@gmail.com or 202-805-2160.

UPCOMING EVENTS

» Wednesday, December 3 Family Dinner Night

» Wednesday, December 3 Taizé Prayer Service

» Sunday, December 7 Christmas Variety Show & Lunch after worship
» Tuesday, December 9 FREE Community Meal

 Sunday, December 14 22nd Annual Messiah Sing-along

» Sunday, December 21 Lessons & Carols

* Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services 5 PM & 10:30 PM

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise @fairlingtonumc.org
Youth Minister: Logan Westcott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org
Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp : holly@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie
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Sunday, November 30

Location

9:00AM - 9:30AM | Morning Gathering Parlor
9:30AM - 10:30AM | Big Faith for Children Room 309 & 211
9:30AM - 10:30AM | Our lourney on the Way Room 110
9:30AM - 10:30AM | Practical Faith | Room 109
10:30AM - 12:00PM | Children's Church Room 212
11:00AM - 12:00PM | Sunday Warship Sanctuary & Online
12:15PM - 1:00PM | Ring Tones Sanctuary
_Monday, December 1  Location
8:30AM - 2:00PM ALX Learning Co-op Room 308
7:00PM - B:00PM Women's Small Group Online
Tuesday, December 2 ' Location
8:30AM - 2:00PM ALX Learning Co-op Room 308
9:30AM - 10:30AM | FUMC Staff Meeting Library
5:30PM - 6:45PM Safe Harbor Room 111
7:00PM - 8:30PM Troop Meeting FH, Rms 109 -111
Wednesday, December 3  Location
7:30AM - B:00AM Men's Morning Prayer Group | Habitat {Rainsite: Rm 114)
8:30AM - 2:00PM ALX Learning Co-op Room 308
10:00AM - 12:00PM = Pastry Shop Hours Alexandria Pastry Shop
5:00PM - 5:30PM Cherub Choir Room 106
5:30PM - B:15PM Chapel Choir Room 106
5:45PM - 7:00PM Family Dinner Might Fellowship Hall (FH)
7:00PM - B:00PM Taizé Prayer Service Chapel
Thursday, December 4  Location
8:30AM - 2:00PM ALX Learning Co-op Room 308
9:00AM - 12:00PM | Sewing Class Room 111
6:15PM - 7:25PM Jubilate Handbell Choir Sanctuary
6:30PM - B:30PM Dan Meeting FH, Bms 109 - 111, 210, 211, 309, & 310
7:30PM - 9:00PM Chancel Chair Room 108
Friday, December 5 | Location
12:30PM - 2:30PM = Puslim Brotherhood Prayers | Fellowship Hall (FH)
&6:00PM - 9:30PM FUMC Youth Progressive Dinner Offsite
Saturday, December 6 ' Location

10:30AM - 11:30AM

Service of Death & Resurrection - Marian Houser

Sanctuary & Onling

11:30AM - 1:00PM

Reception After Service

Fellowship Hall (FH)

Sunday, December 7 ' Location

9:00AM - 9:30AM Morning Gathering Parlor

9:30AM - 10:30AM | Big Faith for Children Room 309 & 211
9:30AM - 10:30AM | Fairlington Youth Small Group Room 306
9:30AM - 10:30AM | Our lourney on the Way Room 110
9:30AM - 10:30AM | Practical Faith Room 109

10:30AM - 12:00PM | Children's Church Room 212

11:00AM - 12:00PM | Sunday Warship Sanctuary
12:00PM - 2:00PM | Christmas Variety Show Fellowship Hall (FH)
1:00PM - 3:00PM Troop 350 PLC Meeting Room 109
6:00PM - 9:00PM Pizza and a Movie! Forever Family Social Event Chapel
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