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THEBEACON

“Let your (ight shine before others”

Some interesting facts about the death and Resurrection of Jesus that I found
online:

Jesus likely saw mass crucifixion as a kid.

A WORD Before he ever died on the cross, Jesus knew what it entailed. While Mary and Joseph
FROM THE were in Egypt, Herod the Great’s son Archelaus claimed kingship and within a few
months of his reign killed 3,000 Jews during the Passover festival. It was likely this

P AS TO R event that caused Joseph to ’return to Galilee instead of Judea (M)_

Around the time of their return, a Galilean revolt erupted near Nazareth, resulting in the
burning of Sepphoris, enslaving its inhabitants, and crucifying 2,000 people throughout
the countryside. As a boy, Jesus lived 4-5 miles from where this took place and likely witnessed the method that would
one day be his own death. He also likely assisted his father as a carpenter in rebuilding the city of Sepphoris.

The political climate was a tinderbox.

By the time of Jesus, Judea had only been a Roman province for roughly 20 years. The political peace was a delicate
10 year collaboration between Pilate (the Roman governor) and Caiaphas, (the Jewish High Priest). But the people
were restless, resentful of Roman rule and the corruption of their leaders. They longed for the days of the Maccabean
Revolt and autonomous rule once again. Factions broke out in the region with talk of insurrection and military upris-
ings. The people expected a political Messiah, not a spiritual one, to deliver them from Rome.

The arrest and trial of Jesus were illegal.

Jewish Law stated that trials could not be at night, during festivals and capital offense could not be reached in a day.
The accused were permitted counsel for defense. Yet Jesus was arrested at night, during the Passover festival, accused
by biased judges, and tried in secret so no one could testify on his behalf. Think that’s shady? The trial took place at
Caiaphas’ house, not a courtroom, away from the eyes and ears of the people (Matt 26:47-75).

Peter’s denial was within earshot of Jesus.

Peter watched Jesus’ trial in the nearby courtyard of the house. After being singled out three times for being a disciple,
Peter disowns Jesus by calling down curses upon himself...and then Jesus turns and looks at him. Peter, mortified,
breaks down sobbing (Luke 22:60-62).

The Resurrection Account.

The empty tomb was not disputed by anyone living at that time, not even the religious leaders who hated Jesus (Matt
28:11-15). Robbing the grave would have been impossible with the Roman guards, threat of death, and the time it
would have taken to unwrap and leave 100 Ibs of glued grave clothes in the tomb (John 20:6-7). The stone provided no
leverage with which to move it. A woman’s testimony was inadmissible in court, yet women were the first to spread
the news that Jesus is alive (Luke 24:10). It was more cultural for the disciples to claim first witness to make it believa-
ble. Yet the Bible reports the facts — even embarrassing and counter-cultural ones — as they happened because the ac-
count was true.

It was only one week in the life of Jesus, and yet the world hasn’t been the same since. May the 50 days of the Easter
season bring you renewed joy and trust in the Greatest Story Ever Told.



https://www.ancient.eu/Herod_the_Great/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/2-22.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+26:47-75
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/passage/?q=luke+22:60-62
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+28:11-15
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+28:11-15
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+20:6-7
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/archaeology-today/biblical-archaeology-topics/how-was-jesus-tomb-sealed/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/archaeology-today/biblical-archaeology-topics/how-was-jesus-tomb-sealed/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/24-10.html
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EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 a.m Communion Service

10:00 a.m Family Service

PALM SUNDAY

Fisherman’s Breakfast

Thank you to everyone who made our Fisherman’s Breakfast such a success!

Children’s Egg Hunt

The children had a great time on Palm Sunday!
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Come see our new
beautiful sign!

Bible Study May 31st

p) [eYel]\\[eW o] = 321 5 : 8 Mark your calendars as Pastor
Doug will be teaching a Bible
Bible Study

study on Sunday May 31st

‘ after social hour. The topic is:

“A Quick Dig into Everything You’ve
Always Wanted to Ask About our Faith”

SPRING CLEAN UP
Saturday, April 11th at 8:00 am
(Rain Date 18th)

Calling all willing and able
hands! Please bring rakes,
tarps,

blowers and shovels to help
clean up the church grounds
now that it is Spring!

CHILI COOK OFF

We all ate our fill at the Chili Cook-off Saturday evening, March 21*. Thank
you to Maureen and Fred Wookey for organizing the event, and special thanks
to those who brought their delicious chili recipes.

At the end of the evening, the tickets were counted to see who won.

In first place was Dave Wise, with his venison chili. He drew Bethany Chil-
dren’s Home to receive a share of the proceeds.

In second place was Sam Wachsmuth, with his mix of venison and beef. He
drew Habitat for Humanity to receive some of the proceeds.

In third place was Cheryl Nicholson and her boys. Cheryl also brought some
delicious lemon squares. She drew Room to Read to receive some of the
proceeds.

If you have a tasty chili recipe, you
might want to take a try next year in rer
reaching the top of the leader board! ’

ANNA MAE MOORE

Annamae and her family would like to thank
everyone for your love. concern and visits.
For those of you who do not know,
Annamae is now happily living at Sunrise
Senior Living in Paoli in their memory care
unit.

If you would like to visit her or send a card,
her address is:

Annamae Moore Room 330
324 Lancaster Ave
Malvern, PA 19355

Annamae and her Great-granddaughter, Katie

ONLINEW

Don’t forget, you can easily give your offering
to St. Peter’ on line by scanning this QR code
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Heifer Project Gift Fair

Heifer Project Gift Fair

Its Heifer Project time! Each spring St Peter’s Pikeland United Church of Christ holds a fair in support of Heifer Project International. This year
Heifer Sunday is on April 26, 2026.

Solving the problem of world hunger is a heartfelt vision of many people but the sheer magnitude of the problem has overwhelmed agencies.

Heifer Project International (HPI), is the outgrowth of one man with a vision and a practical method of implementation that did not require inor-
dinate financial underwriting. After serving as a relief worker in the Spanish Civil War in 1936 Dan West observed that there was no way to bring
enough food to the children of Spain fast enough to address the depravation that surrounded him daily. Mr West’s concept was to bring cows to
Spain to produce milk and to give a cow to a family with the stipulation that its offspring must be given to another family who would in turn give a
calf to yet another family! And so on and so on!

HPI started in 1942 with the first shipment of heifers delivered to Puerto Rico in 1944.

Animals are delivered to communities all around the globe. The species are selected to serve the environment and the needs of the community.

In Honduras beekeeping has brought multiple benefits to a community. The bees pollinate crops and other flowering plants. They produce honey
which is sold to the local population. In addition sub industries have emerged that include a wax producing factory, hive manufacturing and hon-
ey processing factories all from one gift of a beehive.

These farmers build human bridges between communities by passing knowledge, courage and dignity. It is a success story from our local generosity
and kindness. You can participate by supporting the Heifer Project at St Peter’s Pikeland United Church of Christ April 26, 2026. Your contri-
butions fight hunger and poverty around the world and changes peoples lives.

Contributions to support Heifer can be made through offerings or at the Living Gift Market table in Fellowship Hall on April 26, 2026. No Fair
this year but we will have the Living Gift Market table at Fellowship Hall after services.

The Living Gift Market is a chance to change the lives of people. The gifts you can purchase include food and incoming producing animals like
goats, bees, chicks and heifers. The animals go to hungry, rural families around the world including the USA who are working to improve their
lives. Heifer Project also provides the training in care of the animals and in enhancing the environment. The gifts are matched to each local envi-
ronment.

Each Market gift gives over and over. Your gift of an animal and training to an impoverished family impacts the entire rural community. That
family shares its knowledge and the animal’s first offspring with another family. And that family shares. And the next and the next! In all this
you find the gift of peace, the gift of time and the gift of gratitude.

So help a great cause, helping people to help themselves!
Find a gift animal for that special someone!

See you Sunday April 26, 2026.
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April Birthdays

Renae Bierer 4/1
Mason Stein 4/1 | Hoagie Sale Update
Dave Wise Sr. 4/2 —— Thanks to the generosity of our congregation,
Ben Mansmann 4/2 % between the hoagies purchased and the dona-
Sam McCab 43 . - tions to the Bakeless Bake Sale, we were able to
am Vict-abe once again send a check to Bethany for $1,000.
Alex Page 431 A huge thank you to all who helped us reach our goal.
Fred Krisch 4/4 | We appreciate each and everyone of you.
Fred Wookey 4/6 .
Jessica Nieuwenhuizen 4/6 PACS Food Drive
During the months of January and February St.
Dawn Meyer 47 c s Peter's collected a total of 381 pounds of nonper-
Katerina Dick 4/9 ishable food items, personal care products and oth-
Isabella Basile 4/9 | Phoenixville Area €r essentials. We would like to thank all of you for
Ella Yeakle 4/9 | Community Services gflll[éillll;gaﬁlig n:lilgd};br(l)lrese:vho are having a tough
Brynn Montieth 4/13 g '
Kimberly Zell 4/14
] 1}1111 ;i ‘ . et 4/18 Easter Sunday
ohn Martin ' We are hosting Coffee Hour after church. Please come join us in
Carole Frederick 4/19 | fellowship and for some treats before you leave for the day.
Carol Meyer 4/20
Dawna DeRosa 4/23 | Heifer Fair ot )
Shelby Post 423 Mark your calendar for April 26™. We are co-hosting Coffee Hour
clby Foston along with Dan and Cindy Gorge. Hope to see you all there.
Diane Dunn 4/25
Denise Harlow 4/30

wedding Awnniversaries

Bill and Alice Bierer
John and Tammy Gingrich
Eric and Linda Johnson I [ ! Y HI GHLI GHT S
," > 2nd: Concert
” ’;{ %‘\ 10th: Mother’s Day
@E‘? 16th: FEAST (outside)

n Find us on:
17th: Confirmation Sunday facebook.
24th: Memorial Day Recognition ﬁg’g‘;";gff‘;‘fs‘inpsgg‘:l

. Pikeland by “liking” us on
31st: Bible Stlldy Facebookg
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Church Staff

Rev. Douglas Hanson,
Pastor

Kat Bowman,

Director of Music and Organist
Jill Cook,

Church Secretary
Deborah Wetty,

Nursery Attendant
Debbie Wolk,
Bookkeeper

Herman Nieuwenhuizen
Cemetery Manager

Church Officers 2026
President of Congregation —
Jim Phillips

Secretary of Congregation —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

President of Consistory —
Pete Warner

Secretary of Consistory —
Sarah Hackman

Elders

Cindy Maguire- Chair
Peter Wilson

Scott Raichle

Deacons

Sarah Hackman — Chair
Cheryl Nicholson

Pete Warner

Trustees

Mark Myers - Chair
Albert Wachsmuth
Dave Wise
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Our Prayer List :

Our Prayer List

Annamae Moore

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother

Austin Myers

Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber

Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward

Ernie P, friend of Dee McClimon

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin

Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson

Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins

Jennifer Osborne

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother

Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kevin Cochran, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey
Laura Dick

Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons

Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson

Richard Merryman

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon

Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law
Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister

Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law

Sonja Wheelan

Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow

The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman

Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley

Travis McClimon

Virginia Lawrence



