
August 16, 2026 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

THE CHURCH IS FOR ALL PEOPLE 
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Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Up. Reaching Out. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Lenin Arthanari leninarthanari@hotmail.com 602-481-0345 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 

Ryan Pearson ryanppearson26@gmail.com 575-430-1994 

John Enter enter706@gmail.com 507-380-0933 

WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 
to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
CHILDREN’S ROOM 
We love having children in our service. However, if you feel your child needs to be taken out for a 
while, you may choose to use the children’s room.  

WEBSITE: MyLambofGod.org 
CALENDAR: MyLambofGod.org/calendar 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/MyLambofGod 
INSTAGRAM: @LambofGodLutheran 
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  The Gathering    
 

OPENING HYMN: From All that Dwell Below the Skies (CW 250) 
 

1. From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator's praise arise. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung 
Through ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2. Eternal are your mercies, Lord; 
Eternal is your glorious Word. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Your praise shall sound from shore to shore 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
INVOCATION  
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus  Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
M: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;  
C: make known among the nations what he has done.      
 
M: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  
C: his love endures forever.    
     
M: And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
C:  giving thanks to God the Father through him.                 
  2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 Chronicles 16:8; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Colossians 3:17 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

The Church Is for All People 
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C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: His Mercy Is More 

(to verse 2) 

(sing Refrain twice) 

Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the fellowship of your church. 

Open our eyes to your saving plan, and move us to embrace all who seek your salvation so that 
we may rejoice together at the banquet of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

  The Word    

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1,6-8 

The Lord told the world that all God-fearing people would have a place in the house of his Church. 

1This is what the Lord says: 

“Maintain justice 
and do what is right, 
for my salvation is close at hand 
and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 

6And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord 
to minister to him, 
to love the name of the Lord, 
and to be his servants, 
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 
and who hold fast to my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain 
and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 
will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house will be called 
a house of prayer for all nations.” 
8The Sovereign Lord declares— 
he who gathers the exiles of Israel: 
“I will gather still others to them 
besides those already gathered.” 
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PSALM: May the Peoples Praise You (Psalm 67) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 

Refrain 

(to Refrain, sing twice) 
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 15:21-28 

In the face of a test from Jesus, a Canaanite woman demonstrates great faith in God’s promise for 
all people. 

21Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22A Canaanite woman 
from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter 
is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 

23Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for 
she keeps crying out after us.” 

24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 

25The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 

26He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 

27“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 

28Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her 
daughter was healed at that moment. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: The Church’s One Foundation (CWS 538) 

 
1. The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  

She is his new creation by water and the Word.  
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;  
With his own blood he bought her, aAnd for her life he died.  
 

2. Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth;  
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.  
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,  
And to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued.  
  

3. The Church shall never perish. Her dear Lord, to defend,  
To guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end.  
Though there be those that hate her and strive to see her fail,  
Against both foe and traitor she ever shall prevail.  
  

4. Though with a scornful wonder the world sees her oppressed,  
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,  
Yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, "How long?"  
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.  

Stanza 5  
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5. Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war  
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore  
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest  
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.  

 
SERMON: Ephesians 2:13-22 

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands 
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus 
making peace, 16and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which 
he put to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 
peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one 
Spirit. 

19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being 
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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  The Prayers    
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M:  Gracious Lord, you have gathered people from every nation and background into one holy 

Church. We praise you that no one is too far away, too sinful, or too much an outsider to be 
brought near through the blood of Christ. 

C: Lord Jesus, keep us close to you and united to one another in your grace. 
 
M:  Forgive us for the times we have judged others by outward appearances, treated your Church 

as though it belonged to people like us, or forgotten that we stand before you only by mercy. 
Give us hearts that gladly welcome all who come seeking your grace. 

C: Teach us to see others with compassion and to share freely the mercy we have received. 
 
M:  Heavenly Father, you promised that your house would be a house of prayer for all nations. 

Send your gospel throughout the world. Strengthen missionaries, pastors, teachers, parents, 
and all who proclaim Christ, that many more may hear his voice and be gathered into his 
Church. 

C: Bring people from every nation and every walk of life to faith in your Son. 
 
M:  Lord Jesus, you have broken down the dividing wall of hostility and made us members of your 

household. Preserve the unity of your Church. Where prejudice, pride, suspicion, or bitterness 
divide, lead us to repentance and reconciliation through your cross. 

C: Build us together on your Word as a holy dwelling place for your Spirit. 
 
M:  Merciful Savior, hear all who cry to you, “Lord, have mercy.” Be near to those who are sick or 

suffering, lonely or grieving, anxious or burdened. According to your gracious will, grant 
healing and relief, and above all strengthen their faith in your unfailing promises. 

C: Help us trust your mercy even when your help seems delayed or hidden. 
 
M:  Gracious God, bless our homes and families, our congregation and community, and all whom 

you have placed around us. Make us eager to serve rather than to be served, quick to forgive, 
patient with one another, and ready to speak the hope that we have in Christ. 

C: Let our words and lives make clear that your grace in Christ is for all. 
 
M:  Lord of the Church, we thank you that we are no longer strangers and foreigners but fellow 

citizens with your people and members of your household. Keep us built on the foundation of 
your Word, with Christ Jesus himself as our cornerstone, until you gather your whole Church 
into your eternal presence. 

C: Keep us in the one true faith and bring us at last to our heavenly home. 
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M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions: 
 

Silent prayer 
 

M:  Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in whose name we join to pray the prayer he taught us: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: O Church Arise 
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From All that Dwell Below the Skies; Text, Tune: public domain. 
His Mercy Is More; by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa; © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs, Getty Music Publishing, Love Your Enemies 
Publishing, Messenger Hymns (admin. Music Service, Inc.)  
May the Peoples Praise You (Psalm 67); Words and Music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, David Zimmer, Stuart Townend and Ed Cash; © 
2016 GETTY MUSIC PUBLISHING (BMI) / TOWNEND SONGS (PRS) / ALLETROP MUSIC (BMI) (ADMIN BY MUSICSERVIES.ORG)  
The Church’s One Foundation; Text, Tune, Setting: public domain.  
O Church Arise: Text and music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, © 2005 Thankyou Music (PRS) (adm. Worldwide at Capi-
tolCMGPublishing.com excluding Europe which is adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family. Songs@integritymusic.com) 
 
OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

GIVING TO LAMB OF GOD 
If you wish to give your offering to Lamb of God online, this QR code is provided for 
your convenience. Several types of payment are accepted on this secure site. Thank 
you for your financial gifts to assist with the ministry of Lamb of God. 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND CARE 
If you wish to request prayer for yourself or someone else, you may fill out the request 
on the Communication Card or use this QR code. This is also a way to reach the Caring 
Committee if you need other assistance as well. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ROMEOS - TACO TUESDAY!  
This month’s ROMEOs (religious old men eating out) lunch will be at the new Cien Agaves restaurant. We 
will meet on Tuesday, August 18, at 12:30pm. Cien Agaves is located at 900 N. 54th St., Chandler (the old 
Smokin Fins location). For more information, contact Dave Hackett or just show up. 
 
HOOKED ON FELLOWSHIP 
Hooked on Fellowship, a two-part crochet series starts today and continues next Sunday. Meetings will 
be after fellowship time right here at church. All experience levels are welcome and everyone will take 
home a finished project. If you have questions, contact Hannah at hannahlcoda@gmail.com. 
 
SHARE & CARE: HEAT RELIEF PROJECT 
Through September 6, we are collecting cases of water for the Heat Relief Project. Please bring your 
bottled water donation to church. A case will cost you a few dollars—and will provide relief to people in 
need of hydration during the extreme heat. The Heat Relief Project provides over 200 free hydration 
stations, indoor cooling centers, and respite sites across the Valley. Your water donation will help keep 
this going! If you have questions, contact Sarah Gulden, sjg480@cox.net or 602-501-5906. 
 
CARING CARDS 
Get ready for a “start-up session” on Wednesday, August 26, a workshop to begin our fall season making 
handmade cards. Hope to see you there!  
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
… Pray for an acquaintance of the Meyers, O'Rion, an 18 year old young man who suffered a serious 

brain injury after being in in a car accident on June 7, two days after he graduated high school in Reno. 
… Pray for our sister in faith, Karen Woldahl, who had surgery this past Tuesday and is recuperating at 

home. If you would like to assist Karen and Thom at this time, see what is needed at  mealtrain.com/
trains/ge8ddl 

 
CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM 
Want to get involved with spiritually caring for the aging? 
There is a “Geriatric and Care Facility Ministry” course, a three-credit online class offered with “on-the-
job training” through Martin Luther College in behalf of WELS Special Ministries. The training is available 
to lay men and women (pastors, teachers and staff ministers too!) as an elective in the Chaplain 
Certificate Program. You do not need to become a chaplain to take the course. The class begins in late 
August (August 24-December 11, 2026) but register as soon as possible. Online instruction offers 
flexibility with weekly study, assignments and discussion. 
For more information contact the instructor, Dan Krause at (920)203-7570 or KrauseDE@mlc-wels.edu. 
The tuition (over $1000) is provided by Martin Luther Elder Care Ministries. Register at mlecm.org or 
MLC-WELS.edu. 

http://mlecm.org/

