
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

PENTECOST SUNDAY
May 19, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory  
of Roy L. Kennedy, Jr., by his family.

The artwork on the cover is a Pentecost mosaic Image by Holger Schué.  
https://pixabay.com/photos/mosaic-picture-art-christians-409427/

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary  Prelude and Fugue in F Johann Krebs

Entrance & Praise

* Opening Hymn No. 61 ITALIAN HYMNCome, Thou Almighty King

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith Megan SmithThe Apostle’s Creed

Greeting & Call to Worship Megan Smith

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us!  
Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears!  
Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds  
Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit.  
Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love.  
Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do. Amen. 
 -written by Nancy C. Townley for MinistryMatters.com



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece
Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 

Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Megan SmithFirst Reading Acts 2:1-18 (Pew Bible pg 885)
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and 
it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.
5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 

Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What 
does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.”
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my 
slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they 
shall prophesy.

Proclamation & Response

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 

world without end. Amen.



* Hymn No. 500 MORECAMBESpirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me: 
I would gracious be; 
Help me now thy grace to see, 
I would be like thee; 
And with words that help and heal 
Thy life would mine reveal; 
And with actions bold and meek, 
For Christ my Savior speak.

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me: 
I would truthful be; 
Help me now thy truth to see, 
I would be like thee; 
And with wisdom kind and clear 
Thy life in mine appear; 
And with actions brotherly, 
Speak Christ’s sincerity.

Holy Spirit, dwell with me: 
I would holy be; 
Show thy mercy tenderly, 
Make me more like thee; 
Separate from sin I would, 
And cherish all things good, 
And whatever I can be 
Give him who gave me thee.

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, 
I would mighty be; 
Help me now thy pow’r to see, 
I would be like thee; 
‘Gainst all weapons hell can weild, 
Be thou my strength and shield; 
Let thy word my weapon be, 
Lord, Thine the victory.

- Thomas T. Lynch, based upon  
Ez. 36:27; Gal. 5:16-25

Anthem Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me K. Lee Scott

Sermon Dr. Harris“Why Pentecost Marks the Birthday of the Church”

Rev. Dr. Jay Harris* Third Reading John 15:26-27; 16:12-13 (Pew Bible pg 878)
15 26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You 
also are to testify, because you have been with me from the beginning.

16 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will 
not speak on his own but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Megan SmithSecond Reading Romans 8:26-27 (Pew Bible pg 919)
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 
27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.



Offertory The Church’s One Foundation Paul Bunjes 
Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give  

or in the offering plate. 

* Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Closing Hymn No. 539 FOREST GREENO Spirit of the Living God

* Benediction & Sending Forth Dr. Harris

Closing Voluntary A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Gordon Young

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer When prompted, the congregation responds:
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

“Prayers of Intercession for the Day of Pentecost” from  
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Year B, edited by Kimberly Long



News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

Charge Conference Meeting | Wednesday, May 22 | 6 PM | Fellowship Hall
We will be holding a Charge Conference on Wed, May 22 at 6 pm to address 
several property management items: the new lease agreement to the Macon 
Volunteer Clinic, the sale of three Willis Lane properties, and approval of a new 
salary for Rev. Payton Stone. All church members are invited to attend, but only 
Church Council members and retired ordained ministers connected to our 
church may vote on agenda items.

New Godly Play Children’s Programming for the Summer | Begins June 2
On Sunday, June 2, we will launch our Summer Sunday morning progamming 
for our children, Godly Play! Godly play is a toll through which your children can 
express their innermost curiosity and feelings about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
the church and more. It is led from 11 am - 12 noon. On June 2, from 10-10:45 
am, we’ll have an open house so families can peek in on Godly Play and see the 
spaced and materials the children will use each week. Contact Elisa Reece with 
questions.

Office Closed for Memorial Day | Monday, May 27
The church office will be closed on May 27 in observance of Memorial Day. Regular 
office hours will resume Tuesday.



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Pentecost

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

On Pentecost Sunday, we remember the 
story in Acts 2 of the disciples receiving the 
Holy Spirit in a special way. The paraments 
in the sanctuary are red to represent the 
tongues of fire coming over people as the 
Holy Spirit was poured out over people 
from all over the world.
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