
 
 

The Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

Jesus Is Enough!

“… to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.” Ephesians 1:6 

Fellow Believers in Christ; 

On May 10, 2026, I celebrated my 25th anniversary as an ordained minister of the Gospel. I remember fondly, albeit 

a stressful time, of sitting through my ordination council and being drilled for four (4) hours with question after 

question pertaining to my theology, my stance on current issues and my biblical response, and my personal 

convictions on church life. As I took the step to become an ordained minister, and to be a leader within the church, 

there was a sense of anxiety and insecurity, asking myself over and over, “Am I good enough? Is what I have to 

offer enough for God? Am I enough for Jesus to use a guy like me to further His Kingdom on earth?” When I 

accepted the call to come back to St. John’s, those same questions of insecurity came flooding back into my mind.  

Perhaps you can relate to feeling anxious and insecure. If we are honest, most of us deal with feelings of insecurity 

quite often. New surroundings can seem fearful and daunting. We often wonder if we are liked, wanted, and 

accepted. Sometimes, we struggle with feeling like we don’t measure up. We fear that someone will see us for what 

we really are – a bundle of self-doubts, insecurities, and failures. Insecurity and loneliness are the leading negative 

emotions in top executives at Fortune 500 companies, and as crazy as it may sound, it is also true of pastors. 

Needless to say, living with insecurity is not a fun and freeing experience. It is definitely not the way the Lord wants 

us to live, for Jesus is enough! 

Did you know that insecurity is rooted in self? We feel insecure because we know deep down that we are flawed 

and fragile. But our God is a God is grace. His grace has been defined as His unmerited and undeserved love. It is 

by his grace that we are saved. It is by his grace that we are set free. It is by his grace that we are accepted “in the 

One he loves.” And the One he loves is Jesus. The moment we receive Jesus as Savior and Lord the Father 

accepts us. Acceptance is not achieved through merit it is freely given through grace. Because Jesus is enough! 

Listen, the cure for insecurity is to remember that God does not accept us on the basis of who we are or how 

upright we have been living. He accepts us on the basis of Jesus. Because Jesus is enough! You see, when we 

accept Jesus, He accepts us, completely and fully. Someone near and dear to my heart sent me this reminder a 

few days ago, “God doesn’t call the qualified; He qualifies the called.” It’s funny how God knows exactly when to 

send messages like that our way. In my times of insecurity and loneliness, I have to remember that Jesus, during 

his final days and hours on earth, felt the same way. I wonder if he asked himself, “Where have all my followers 

gone?” And you’ll remember he even cried out to the Father, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

(Matthew 27:46) Insecurity and loneliness will intrude your life from time to time, but always remember, Jesus is 

enough! 

Con’t on pg. 3 



The Promise of Heaven 
 

Please join us on Wed., June 3rd as we learn about the 

“Five Heavenly Crowns” God has prepared for believers. 

Together, we’ll explore what each crown represents, who 

may receive it, and how our daily walk with Christ carries 

eternal significance. It promises to be an uplifting and 

encouraging evening as we enjoy Dr. David Jeremiah’s 

DVD and share a meaningful follow-up discussion. 

See you in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Sue 

 

Bloom Group 

One of our favorite Bloom events is our annual picnic. It will 
be on Sat., June 27th at 11:00 a.m. at the Sinking Spring 
Playground. Please bring a wrapped $5 gift for "Now you 
have it, now you don't" game.  Sign up at the Welcome 
Center and also sign up for the item you wish to contribute 
to our Bloom picnic luncheon. 

Ladies’ Luncheon 

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Tues., June 2nd, at 

11:30 a.m. at the Red Plate Diner, Wernersville. Sign up at 

the Welcome Center. You are welcome even if you didn’t 

sign up. We can always pull up another chair. Questions or 

comments, call Alice Heimbach at 610-698-5458. 

 

Sisters in Christ 
On May 9, 2026, 14 sisters gathered in attendance for a 
light breakfast, a devotion on caring and a craft, led by 
Kelly Ravel that each sister created and took home. 
Check out the pictures on the bulletin board in the church 
hallway. 
 
Our next gathering is scheduled for Sat., June 13th at 9:00 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The meeting will start with a 
light breakfast followed by a devotion. For the activity, we 
will be doing an easily created decorative craft led by 
Vicki Knepper and Sue Rhoads. The secret sister 
revealing will also be done at this meeting.  
 
All sisters are always welcome. Sign up at the welcome 

center. If you have any questions, feel free to contact: 

Valarie Noecker: (484) 638-2382; 

valarienoecker@gmail.com 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Handmade shawls and blankets are needed. This 

ministry reaches far and wide and touches 

(literally) folks who need it; however, we need the 

items to distribute so this wonderful sharing 

continues. You can choose colors and patterns. 

Please contact Lisa DeLong with any questions 

you may have. 

Young @ Heart 

June Young @ Heart will feature unique and 
exciting ways to garden. Please join us on Wed., 
June 10th at 11:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to 
share a meal, enjoy fellowship, and even a few 
laughs! Please sign up at the Welcome Center. 
We always have a great time. 

St. John’s Moms 

With nice weather upon us again, the St. John’s 

Moms group is gathering together again. The St. 

John’s Moms will meet on Tues., June 16th at 6:30 

p.m. for a walk at Gring’s Mill.  

All moms of children 18 and younger are welcome 

to join for fellowship with other moms. We have all 

enjoyed getting to know each other during walks 

and over dinner and breakfast. It is a great 

opportunity to fellowship with other believers in a 

quiet place. If you have any questions, please 

contact Shaena Zacharias at 610-761-7608. 

Sight and Sound Performance 

Tickets are available to see Joshua at Sight and 

Sound for Aug., 12th at 11:00 a.m. Be strong and 

courageous! From the banks of the Jordan River 

to the towering walls of Jericho, JOSHUA is a 

miraculous adventure for the whole family. 

Journey alongside the people of Israel as they 

navigate their new-found freedom in an 

unforgiving wilderness.  

Tickets are $93.00 each, and if you are 

interested, please Sue Rhoads (AKA Logan’s 

mom). Sight & Sound is located at 300 Hartman 

Bridge Rd., Ronks, PA 

Thank You! 
Thank you all those who helped prepare the food for Opportunity House and those who served the lunch. Opportunity 

House is a homeless shelter in Reading that we regularly support. We served lunch to about 65 people in May. 
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As you go through these warm, beautiful summer months, remember that Jesus is enough. He is the author and 
perfector of your faith. He promises to always be with you – and remember His glorious grace is enough and He 
has freely given his grace to you and to me! 
 
Blessings and love, 
Pastor Jim 

 
Kingdom Men: “The Titus Ten” 
2nd & 4th Saturday | 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee House 
Are you the man God wants you to be? Most Christian men want to be the men that God has called them to be, 
but many struggle to make that a reality. For many years, Josh Smith has used the teaching from the book of 
Titus to lead men’s groups to a clearer understanding of biblical manhood. With topics such as Dominion, 
Gospel, Identity, Assignment, Authority, Character, Doctrine, Mission, Zeal, and Investments, I encourage you to 
come and learn, be filled and be encouraged. Scripture instructs us “And let us consider how we may ‘spur one 
another one’ toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24) Grab a cup of coffee, bottle of water, and open your 
bible to the book of Titus as we spur one another on! Hope to see you there. 13th. 

Moment for Missions 

Moment for Missions for June is Samaritan’s Purse efforts in Lebanon in the Middle East. They partner with 
churches on the ground to airlift hundreds of tons of life-saving supplies including, family tents, solar lights and 
medical resources for displaced civilians. They have sent cargo flights into Beirut with critical emergency hygiene 
kits, blankets, and kitchen utensils along with food and water all in the name of Jesus. They share the Good 
News  as they deliver supplies. About one sixth of the population in Lebanon had had to move from their homes;  
about 128,000 are sheltering together in makeshift camps and on the streets. 

Family Promise 

We will be hosting Family Promise the last week in June. Family promise helps temporarily homeless families 

get back on their feet again after losing their homes. We will be providing two meals for four families that week 

as well as gift cards for household items.  Sign-up sheets are under the balcony. 

Spaghetti Dinner 

St. John's will host a spaghetti dinner on Fri., June 19th from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. This is a fundraiser for Homes of 

Grace, an organization whose mission is to serve those who've historically been underserved in our community 

by solving the affordable housing crisis. They serve the greater Reading area of Berks County, and the newest 

location is on Penn Ave. in Sinking Spring, not far from our church. 

Tickets are $16.00 and it's all you can eat. Meals can also be to-go (same price). Plus veterans eat for free! See 

Deb Norton for more information and tickets. Learn more at: https://homesofgracepa.com 

Wilson Area Food Pantry 

Please continue to bring nonperishables in during the month for the Wilson Area Food Pantry that helps local 

families keep food on their tables. They are looking for canned meats, peanut butter, pasta, jelly, spaghetti 

sauce, soup and cereal.  Bins are inside the north door off the sanctuary. Food is picked up every month and 

transported to the West Lawn Community Center as they distribute food the third Friday of every month. An 

average of 100 plus families are served. The need is huge and the food banks have less grant money to help. If 

you would like to volunteer or have questions, see Sue Yoch or Lanette Dussinger for more details. 
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Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Our next monthly breakfast will be held on Sat., June 20th at 
8:15 in the Fellowship Hall. Don Walters and his kitchen crew 
will be prepare a delicious breakfast ($5/pp). The devotional 
leader this month will be Dave Goss. 

For our May breakfast, we had 13 men attend. Gene Carter 
was our devotional leader, and he shared from the book of 
Joshua about the story of Achsah, the daughter of Caleb. Gene 
reminded us that often as men we stop pressing onward, 
become content, and do not have more desire to grow or ask 
for more in our spiritual and physical lives. Achsah asked for 
more from her father Caleb, and he granted her more blessings 
than she desired. So in our lives, Gene challenged the men to 
ask God for more, looking at areas in our lives where we have 
settled in and accepted things that are less than what our Lord 
desires for us and knows that we can accomplish for him.  

For this month’s breakfast, there is a sign-up sheet on the 
Welcome Center counter, or you can respond back to the email 
reminders that will be sent out closer to the date. We finish 
around 9:30 or shortly thereafter. Men of all ages are always 
welcome to join in this time of food, fun, and fellowship, as the 
bonding of brothers in the body of Christ cannot be broken! 

 

Serving Dinner: Hope Rescue Mission 
 

Our next monthly meal at Hope Rescue Mission (HRM) will be 
Wed., June 17th at 5:45 p.m. Thanks to the six folks who served 
in May. The mission is located at 645 N. 6th St., Reading. 
There is a sign-up sheet at the counter for up to eight folks to 
serve the meal, pour the drinks, hand out trays, and interact 
with the men while they eat.  

We may serve between 100 and 150 men and should finish 
between 7:00 and 7:15. Thank you to being a beacon to serving 
the least of these, as Jesus taught us to be as his followers in 
Matthew 25! 

 

Children's Ministry 

You will notice a new picnic table on the grass by the 
shed. This was purchased by Ann Frebel Memorial 
Funds. The children will surely enjoy this; and you can 
too! 
 
VBS is right around the corner! Sun., June 21 through 
Thurs., June 25; 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. each evening. 
Our theme is “Rainforest Falls ~ Exploring the 
Nature of God.” There are five great lessons that we 
learn each night, with tree top treats, Imagination 
Station experiments and Wild Games that all are 
based around that lesson. It’s really going to be a 
great week! Be sure to register your kids and 
grandkids (ages 4 through grade 6) and tell them it 
would be double the amount of fun if they bring 
friends!  
 ** Please be sure to check out the VBS bulletin board 
for items that you can donate, or sponsor, to help 
make VBS the best experience for all our kids! 
 
Summer Sunday School: Beginning in June, we will 
have a big Sunday School class with all ages. Be sure 
to bring your children to Sunday School each week at 
9:00. I’m sure we will have lots of fun each week! 
 
“Count Your Blessings” Bags are always full of 
activities and things for the kids to do during the 
worship time. Please be sure the kids take home the 
things they make. The small prizes inside their bags 
are for them to keep. Each bag should be returned to 
the rack. 
 
Blessings, 
Kendra Bertoti 
724-766-1816 

Go Youth Group Musicians! 

Ms. Bre was able to attend Julia Olsen’s and Lucas Aten’s Wilson West Jazz Concert and was highly impressed! Many 
youth group members, including Ben Zacharias and Sophia Oberlin, had lots of performances in May! They all did 
amazing! Also, the Youth and Ms. Bre had a blessed time bowling last month! Multiple youth group members are excited 
to volunteer at Youth Group V.B.S. this year!  

Congrats to Will Rapley for finishing his senior year at Wilson! The Youth Group will support him at Wilson’s Graduation 
Parade on June 5th.  

The upcoming Youth Group gathering will be on Sun. June 7th in the downstairs teen room from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Youth 
Group is open to students grade 7 and up. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring a friend! 

For questions, please email: youthdirector@stjohnsss.org 

 

 
M&M Essentials Bags 
God has really been blessing us with this ministry. We now have delivered bags to the Penn State Health Lancaster 

Medical Center. That makes four hospitals that are being blessed with our blessings. Please continue to donate to this 

ministry, because I just know it will keep growing. Thank you! ~ Kendra 
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Rob Lozenski, Treasurer  
Jarrod Meister 
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Caleb Richter 
Keith Rothenberger 

Shaena Zacharias   
 

Mission: 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the 

mission of St. John’s is to raise up, 

nurture, and encourage disciples to 

glorify God through the life and 

teachings of Jesus Christ, His son. 
 

 

Vision: 

Helping people and neighborhoods 

encounter Jesus! 

JOIN US SUNDAYS! 
 

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship & Sunday School 
 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Livestreaming: 
Both Sunday worship services are livestreamed on 

the church’s YouTube channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss 
 

Visit our website for more information: 

www.stjohnsss.org 

mailto:%20office@stjohnsss.org
mailto:%20office@stjohnsss.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss
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