
December 14, 2025 Third Sunday in Advent 

IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE MESSIAH 

 



2 

 

 

WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 
to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
COMMUNION  

The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that 
only members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to speak 
with anyone who would like to commune with us in the future. 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Clinton Alcorn alcornclinton@yahoo.com 480-707-3494 

Scott Arthur scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Dave Hackett daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 

Ryan Pearson ryanppearson26@gmail.com 575-430-1994 

WEBSITE: MyLambofGod.org 
CALENDAR: MyLambofGod.org/calendar 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/MyLambofGod 
INSTAGRAM: @LambofGodLutheran 
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 The Gathering     
 

OPENING HYMN: Awake, O Sleeper 
 

Leaders:  Refrain 
Congregation:  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L: Land that is parched shall bloom and rejoice. The desert shall break into song. 
 Coming in splendor is Jesus the Lord, the one for whom we long. 
 
C: Refrain 
 
L: See how the farmer who nurtures the soil patiently waits for its yield. 
 Wait for the Lord with all of your heart; God’s face shall be revealed. 
 
C: Refrain 
 
L: Go and proclaim what you see and you hear, the dead have been raised to new life. 
 Great are the deeds of our wonderful Lord, the God of pow’r and might. 
 
C: Refrain 

 

Imminent Arrival of the Messiah 
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INVOCATION  
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son   and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
M: Look! Christ is coming with the clouds. 
 
C: Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him.   Revelation 1:7 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
      
M: Lest that Day surprise us unprepared, let us make confession of our sins, imploring our heavenly 

Father to have mercy on us for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
  
Silence for personal confession 
 
M: You came to call us from darkness into light:  Lord have mercy. 
 
 
C: 
 
 
M: You came to visit your people with peace:  Christ have mercy. 
 
 
C: 
 
 
M: You will return and our joy will be full:  Lord have mercy. 
 
 
C: 
 
 
M: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins  
 and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 
 
C: 
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ABSOLUTION 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us  and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son   and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen!   
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   
 
Congregation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Word     
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10  

Isaiah tells us that the coming of the Messiah would change everything. 

 1 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 
4 say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, he will come with vengeance; 



6 

 
with divine retribution he will come to save you.” 

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; 
 it will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; 
 wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9 No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 10 and those the Lord has rescued will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

L: Refrain 
 
C: Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verses (sung by leaders) 
 
L: One to show the King of kings, Lord of earth and heaven. 
 Two to bring us hope and peace, radiant light in darkness. 
 Three for joy the whole world sings, echoing God’s glory. 
 
C: Refrain 

 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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SECOND READING: James 5:7-11 

James points to Job as an example of perseverance in the face of suffering. 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 
the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, 
be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one 
another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought 
about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Come, O Long-Expected Jesus (CW 6) 

 
1. Come, O long-expected Jesus, Born to set your people free; 
 From our sins and fears release us By your death on Calvary. 
 Israel's Strength and Consolation, Hope to all the earth impart, 
 Dear Desire of ev'ry nation, Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
2. Born your people to deliver, Born a child and yet a king, 
 Born to reign in us forever, Now your gracious kingdom bring. 
 By your own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
 By your all-sufficient merit Raise us to your glorious throne. 
 

SERMON: Matthew 11:2-11 

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to 
ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of 
me.” 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 
9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is 
the one about whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John 
the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 The Prayers    
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
  
Prayers and petitions are made on behalf of the Church 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
 Silent prayer 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
M: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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  Holy Communion    
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

C: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only members 
of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone who would like 
to commune with us in the future. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
M: Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung your praise may glorify you in the world; that the 

ears which have heard you speak may be open to your Word and closed to hatred and 
discord; that the tongues which have confessed your name may always speak the truth 
without fear; that all of us who have worshiped together today may be united in true love for 
each other as you have loved us in Jesus. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (CW 54) 
 

1. Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel's word, 
 I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 
 But there is room and welcome there for me, 
 But there is room and welcome there for me. 
 
2. In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 
 Sweet newborn babe, how frail! and in a manger bed, 
 A still, small voice to cry one day for me, 
 A still, small voice to cry one day for me. 
 
3. How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 
 His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 
 A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, 
 A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 
 
4. Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 
 Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned, 
 To die, to live, and not alone for me, 
 To die, to live, and not alone for me?  

Awake, O Sleeper, Words and Music by Francis Patrick O’Brien, © 2001 by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
 
Advent Wreath Song, Text and Tune: Paul Inwood  © 2005, GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
Come, O Long-Expected Jesus, Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 
Where Shepherds lately Knelt, Text: © 1987 Jaroslav J. Vajda. Used by permission. Tune and Setting: Carl F. Schalk, b.1929 ©1987 by 
GIAPublications Inc., Chicago IL. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BIBLE CLASSES 
 Adult Bible study will meet today in church after our fellowship time. 
 Today, children can attend a session of Christmas for Kids. Ages 3 and under will meet in the 

nursery room, and children 4 and up will meet at the table in the fellowship area. Children can 
pick up a snack and then we’ll have Christmas activities and crafts during the Adult Bible study 
time. 

 
CARING CARDS  
Handmade Christmas cards are available at the card display table. Many of these cards have been 
crafted from fabric panels for a one-of-a-kind look. Check out the selection on the display boards 
today! Please consider a $1 donation per card. Thank you for supporting this ministry.  
 
Looking ahead to 2026, some Saturday card workshops will be added—see the dates in the Life 
Group booklets or on the church calendar. We hope to see some new people interested in this 
ministry!  
 
ROMEOS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Join us for a merry little Christmas lunch. Come sleigh your appetite and wrap up the year with 
good food and even better company. Yule be glad you did! 
  
Date: December 16th at 12:30pm. 
Restaurant: J. Alexander’s – a new upper scale restaurant (salads/sandwiches/burgers ranging 
from $15-$20) 
Location: 7111 E Ray Rd, Chandler (Casa Paloma mall ). 
If you’re interested, please contact Dave Hackett, ROMEOS@DaveHackett.com or just show up!    
 
MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 
Men: You're invited to the 2026 Men of His Word Conference! 
 
Saturday, January 31, 2026 
Desert Willow Conference Center (48th Street and Broadway in Phoenix) 
 
Register and purchase your early bird ticket now for $100; students $50. (Dads, bring your sons!) 
The cost will increase to $125 after the first of the year.   
The Men of His Word Conference is a gathering for godly men to be encouraged and to grow 
together in faith through worship and Bible study. This year’s theme is “Courage Under Fire” with 
Pastor Jeff Gunn as the keynote speaker and breakout groups for learning and discussion. 
Visit menofhisword.org for more information and to register or you can contact Ryan Pearson. 
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REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND CARE 
Your prayer request will be treated with great discretion and shared with a limited 
group of prayer warriors who will consider it a gift to cover you in prayer. This is 
also a way to reach the Caring Committee if you need other assistance. 

GIVING TO LAMB OF GOD 
If you wish to give your offering to Lamb of God online, this QR code is provided for 
your convenience. Several types of payment are accepted on this secure site. Thank 
you for your financial gifts to assist with the ministry of Lamb of God. 

 CHRISTMAS at LAMB OF GOD 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

December 24  

4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

 

The well-known Christmas carol “Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph 
Mohr, with music composed by Franz Gruber. The carol was first performed on Christmas Eve 
in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria. Legend says the church organ was 
broken, prompting Gruber to quickly compose a simple guitar accompaniment.  

Since then, it’s been accompanied by many instruments and translated into many languages. The 
text paints the picture of the incarnation. The last phrase is repeated, so in the second stanza we 
hear it twice: “Christ the Savior is born!” Every word of that phrase is significant, and every 
line of the Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved hymn to ponder the 
profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas.  

It’s more than just a familiar carol; it’s good news for us all!  


