
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 10, 2023 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

ACCESSIBILITY
Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

GIVING
You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation

The altar arrangement (Jerusalem) was designed by Joe and Evelyn Adams  
in memory of Sara Beth Adams, a long time member of Mulberry.

The flowers by the historical room are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
the wedding of Casey Braun and Hayden Hunt, granddaughter of Bettie Cox.



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Rudolf Moser

Entrance & Praise

* Hymn No. 188 CHRISTE SANCTORUMChrist Is the World’s Light

Who is this whose silent advent summons mortals now to see? Word of 
God made flesh in secret, wisdom of eternity. Stand amazed as you behold 
him: Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate: Fully 
human and divine!
Reason cracks; it cannot hold him. God and man enfleshed as one! Faith 
alone, mind’s transformation, leads us to embrace the Son. God’s abode 
enclosed no longer, by the cult to temple tied. Holiness is loosed among us, 
all creation sanctified!
Harbinger of final triumph, infant born in Bethlehem; Come in fullness now 
to save us, break into our lives again! Stand amazed as you behold him: 
Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate: Fully human 
and divine! 
By Lynn M. Labs © 2004, cf. Upper Room Worshipbook #205

* Affirmation of Faith Rev. Stone 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Kyle, Cater, Cater, & James Starling

One: As we light this candle, we allow our imaginations to be shaped by this vision 
of God’s future, ushered in by the coming of Christ. We work to catch glimpses 
of this in-breaking kingdom of justice, peace, and delight in our lives, and we 
“wrap ourselves with God’s belt of righteousness” as we participate in God’s 
work in our world.

All:   They will not hurt or destroy on God’s holy mountain, for the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.



Children’s Moment Meg McCluskey

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

* Hymn No. 200 WOODLANDTell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord

Rev. StoneResponsive Psalm Psalm 85 (UMH 806)

Proclamation & Response

What can I give you, my firstborn, my treasure? 
What can I give you, my darling, my love? 
I’ll use my voice to lullaby softly, 
Singing at bedtime and laughing at dawn. 
What can I give you, my firstborn, my treasure? 
Laughter and singing, my darling, my love.

What can I give you, my firstborn, my treasure? 
What can I give you, my darling, my son? 
I’ll use my hands to provide for your nurture, 
Working till bedtime and rocking till dawn. 
What can I give you, my firstborn, my treasure? 
Loving provision, my darling, my son.

You can rely on our loving and caring. 
We will provide all you need to grow strong, 
For soon you will grow up and need us no longer. 
Once in our care, you’ll soon care for us all.

Anthem Carol of the Holy Family Terre Johnson

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!  
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

* Gloria Patri ELLACOMBEHail to the Lord’s Anointed



Sermon Rev. Stone 

Rev. StoneScripture Reading John 21:15-19 (Pew Bible pg 884)
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time 
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said 
to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to 
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around 
you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate 
the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, 
“Follow me.”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

What can we give you, first born of creation? 
What can we give you, whose birth brings us life? 
We’ll use our voices to tell of your glory, 
We’ll use our hands to give bread to the poor. 
We’ll give our hearts, you can live here inside us, 
Always our treasure, our Savior, our love.



* Hymn No. 189 ELIZABETHFairest Lord Jesus

Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Postlude Lord Christ, the Only Son of God J. S. Bach

Sending Forth

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,  
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

* Doxology HYFRYDOLCome, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Joining in Membership Rev. StoneRobert Persons

After Robert has made his commitment,  the congregation commits together:

One: Members of the household of God, I comment Robert to your love and care.  
Do all in your power to increase his faith, confirm his hope, and perfect him  
in love.

All:   We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you 
in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in 
this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ.

Offertory Savior of the Nations, Come J. S. Bach

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate.

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts



Christmas Eve at Mulberry
• Potluck Breakfast | 10:00 pm | Fellowship Hall 

Bring a casserole or your favorite breakfast food to share before we begin our 
11:00 am service!

• Family-Friendly Service | 11:00 am | Fellowship Hall 
Join us for a casual time of worship and fun to celebrate Christmas Eve. We’ll 
have a Christmas hymn sing-along, hear Ms. Elisa tell the Christmas story, and 
more! Everyone is invited to come ring in Christmas with your favorite carols!

• Evening Candlelight Service | 5:00 pm | Sanctuary 
A joyous occasion featuring communion and singing by candlelight. Mark the 
highlight of the Advent season by joining together in worship!  
Music of the season featuring harpist Betsy Fitzgerald begins at 4:30 pm.

Longest Night Service | December 20 | 6:00 pm
This service is designed for when all is not merry and bright. While Christmas 
brings joy, it can also bring sorrow, difficult memories, and melancholy. And 
that’s okay! Join together in worship to give space to those emotions and to find 
encouragement through being a church family together.

Children’s Nativity | December 17 | 11:00 am
Calling all kids! Join us during worship for this fun annual tradition - the 
congregation will sing carols as the children present the nativity story. Parents, 
this is a fun and interactive opportunity for your kids to help share the story of 
Christmas! Contact Elisa Reece with questions.

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!



THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

REV. DR. TED GOSHORN
Senior Pastor

REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications

KATHERINE DENT
Crucifer

CAROLINE DENT &  
CAMPBELL ANN SELLERS
Candle Lighters

719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Advent

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Advent, which is the 
four Sundays leading up to Christmas, 
is a time of preparation and anticipation 
for the coming of Christ. It is also the 
beginning of the church year. The color 
of the paraments is blue to represent the 
hope and expectation that define Advent.


