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unless otherwise announced Y 9:00-2:00 PM

Weekday Mass is at 31 Asbury Road Until Further Notice.
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Our Pastor’s Sunday Message

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Friends in Christ,

One hot summer day, [ was walking down the street and saw a man washing the big glass
windows of a store. He scrubbed and scrubbed at one stubborn spot, using plenty of soap
and water, but it would not come clean. Finally, after all his effort, he stopped, looked
more closely, and called into the store, “It’s on the inside!”

That little scene is a good image for today’s Gospel. We can spend a lot of energy trying
to “clean up” our lives from the outside—changing habits, managing appearances,
trying to look good in front of others. But the deepest stains of sin and hurt are on the
inside, in the heart. Only God can reach there. Only God can truly take away sin.

From all of today’s readings, one thing is certain: Jesus does take away sins. Only God can
forgive sins, and so God sent His own Son, the Lamb of God, to remove the sin of the
world. In the Old Testament, lambs were offered in sacrifice for sin. Those sacrifices were
real signs of repentance, but they were only a shadow of what God truly desired to give.
In Jesus, the true Lamb of God, those sacrifices are fulfilled and surpassed. God Himself
offers the Lamb. God Himself, in His Son, bears our sins and restores communion
between Himself and His people.

That is why John the Baptist points to Jesus and proclaims:
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”

Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, we repeat John’s words:
“Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world...”

This is not just a beautiful title; it is a living reality. Through His precious Body and
Blood, Jesus is our peace, our reconciliation, our healing. When we feel oppressed by our
sins, when we experience the agony of brokenness and alienation from God, others, or
even ourselves, and when we long for wholeness and cry out for help, Jesus comes.
He comes to forgive our sins and fill us with the joy and peace He won for us with His
precious blood.

Throughout history, countless men and women who were once enmeshed in sin have
discovered in Christ’s death and resurrection the power to begin again—to stand before
God cleansed and renewed, “clean on the inside.” Their lives, transformed by grace, are a
powerful testimony to Jesus’ power to take away sins.

St. Peter reminds us:

“Remember, the ransom that was paid to free you... was not in silver or gold, but in the
precious blood of a Lamb without spot or stain, Christ.” (cf. 1 Pet 1:18-19)

So, when the priest lifts the Host and says, “Behold the Lamb of God,” we are being
invited to recognize the One who alone can cleanse what is within and to entrust our
sins, wounds, and fears to Him.

May our prayer be:

O my Jesus, my heart overflows with joyful praise and profound gratitude, for You have
redeemed me with Your precious blood. Amen.

May God bless you—Father Angelito

SUNDAY READINGS

First Reading:

[ will make you a light to
the nations,

that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the
earth. (Is 49:0)

Psalm:

Here am I, Lord; [ come
to do your will. (Ps 40)

Second Reading:

Grace to you and peace

from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus

Christ. (1 Cor 1:3)

Gospel:

John the Baptist saw
Jesus coming toward him
and said,

“Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the
sin of the world.”
(Jn1:29)



We are Called

To know, love, and serve as Jesus did.

Saturday - January 17

4:30 PM { Manuela Fernandez Vidal /b Amparo & Son

Sunday - January 18
8:00 AM 1t Virginia Gagliastro r/b Lou & Marcia Ciccone
10:00 AM t Gloria M. Engert /b Leon & Pam Davison

11:30 AM t Michael A. “Sonny” Russo r/b Ben Talcott & Family

Monday * January 19
9:00 AM t Dominick Pondaco r/b Dominick Pondaco & Family

Tuesday - January 20

9:00 AM t Terry Wilson /b Jim & Virginia Piccolo

JUDU[ SSE

Thursday - January 22

9:00 AM i Warren Chunn /b Ilvonne, Larry & Anna Maijer

Friday - January 23

SLO1

9:00 AM i Diane May Calabro /b The Slitas Family

For the sick of our community is weekend'’s altar flowers

are offered in loving memory of
If you or a loved one needs Anointing of 1 I Y
Maria Grazia

the Sick or homebound visitation with
Holy Communion, please contact the
parish office at 732-938-5375.

ovingly given by her family.
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Know
To know, is learning to trust God.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Sacraments

Annulment
The Church encourages divorced and Baptism e

remarried persons to purse annulment.

P . p‘ . . Parish families who wish to have a child

To arrange a confidential discussion, . , , 2
baptized should be registered in the

email deacondan@sienachurch.org . o
parish. First time parents are to take a

Welcome

Becoming Catholic pre-baptismal class before the sacrament
A dult interested in b ) of baptism. Classes are offered monthly. =
£ you an adifft mterested th becoming Please call the parish office at Visitors
Catholic and receiving the Sacraments of ) .
, o , 732-938-5375 for further information.
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist?
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults  Confirmation/ First Eucharist
(OCIA) is for you! Contact the parish Children < -
office at 732-938-5375 or email : -3

Preparation is a two- year process for

passociate@sienachurch.org. We warmly welcome all

children in our Parish Religious
Education Program. (PREP) For those
seeking the sacraments, please email

visitors joining us today at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish—
whether you are here for the

Bulletin

Please email submission requests by

5:00 PM 14 days before the weekend prep@sienachurch.org or call the

first time, visiting family, or
parish office at 732-938-5375.

bulletin date, to bulletin@sienachurch.org simply passing through.
Change of Name/Phone/ Confirmation/ First Eucharist  we are blessed by your
Address Young Adults/Adults presence and hope you feel at

Update information to If you've been baptized Catholic but never e i s low g 0 God.

received First Communion or If you are new to the area and

officeassistant@sienachurch.org

Confirmation, we invite you to complete  would like to learn more about

Faith Formation | Children your sacraments of initiation! Contact the
parish office at 732-938-5375 or email

passociate@sienachurch.org.

our parish community, or how
to register, please contact the

Our Parish Religious Education Program
parish office at 732-938-5375.

(PREP) is for children in K through 8th

grade. Inquire to, email

Marriage May the peace of Christ

prep@sienachurch.org or call the parish be with you during your time

For parishioners (attending 6 months or

office at 732-938-5375. more), a minimum of one year preparation with us!
Faith Formation | Teens is required. It is recommended to contact

the parish office before booking venue.
Our Parish Religious Education Program
(PREP) has sacramental preparation and Sacramental Records P
ministry opportunities for teens, To request a sacramental record, i.e., \} .'v‘f‘*"t‘s.
grade 9 -12. Inquire to email copies of Baptismal Certificates, '
prep@sienachurch.org. or call the First Eucharist Certificates, Confirmation 0D’S FAM
parish office at 732-938-5375. Certificates, Marriage Certificates email 1]:{K}

officeassistant@sienachurch.org.




Love

To love is to learn how to follow Christ together.

To love is to learn how to
follow Christ together.
Love is not just a feeling—
it’s a daily decision to walk
with others in faith,
humility, and compassion.
As Christ loved us, we are
called to love one another:
with patience in difficulty,
generosity in need, and
mercy in weakness.

When we love as Christ
loves, we become
instruments of His peace
and healing in the world.
True Christian love unites
us, strengthens the Church,
and draws others closer to
God.

Let us love not just in words,
but in action—serving,
forgiving, and building each
other up in Christ.

Observances for the
week of
January 18, 2026

Monday:
Martin Luther King Day

Tuesday:
St. Fabian, Pope & Martyr;
St. Sebastian, Martyr

Wednesday: St. Agnes,
Virgin and Martyr

Thursday:

Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

Friday: St. Vincent,
Deacon and Martyr;
St. Marianne Cope, Virgin

Saturday:

St. Francis de Sales,
Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Reflect and Respond

1st Reading Question
Isaiah teaches that God chose Israel to reveal
His glory and bring salvation to the world.

Why do you think God uses people to do
His will2

2nd Reading Question Live the Liturgy
Paul opens his letter to the Corinthians with Inspiration of the Week
a plea for unity and holiness of all believers.

Do we recognize Christ when we
see him? Do we have the courage to
point him out, to show others who

he is?

Where do you see your faith community
unified and holy?

Gospel Question

John the Baptist testifies to others that Jesus
is the Son of God who will baptize with the
Holy Spirit.

John cried out so the whole world
could hear: “He is the Son of God.”

Always and everywhere, let us do

, ?
With whom do you talk about Jesus? the same.

Why do we do that? Catholic Life Explained

Question:
How many times a day can a person receive communion?

Answer:

To find an answer to this question, we need to turn to the Church’s Code of Canon Law. Here we
read, “One who has received the blessed Eucharist may receive it again on the same day only
within a Eucharistic celebration in which that person participates ...” (no. 917). This tells us that
the standard answer would be that we can receive communion twice in a day.

Having said that, we also want to be sure that we pay attention to the entire instruction. The
phrase “within a Eucharistic celebration in which that person participates” is important. It means
a) that we always have to think of receiving communion as being within a celebration of the
Mass and b) we have to be participants in that celebration — we can’t simply show up “in time”
for communion.

So, when would this rule apply?

For example, if you attend Mass on a Saturday morning and then take part in the Sunday Vigil
Mass on Saturday evening, you could licitly receive communion at both celebrations. Or, another
example, if you receive communion at a wedding or funeral Mass, you could also receive com-
munion at a daily Mass or Sunday Vigil celebrated on the same day. We always want to be sure
that we observe the rules for fasting from food and drink before receiving the eucharist (see
Code of Canon Law, no. 919).




AROUND THE DIOCESE

Highlights, Events, and Opportunities for Our Parish Community.

& Life Expo

FRIDAY

ST TR January 23, 2026

11:00 AM | Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine, Freehold

(e\ebratay 4

®Pray in solidarity with those

mEngage with local life-
travelling to Washington, DC

mFoster friendships, network
affirming organizations that

and strengthen bonds to
for the national March for promote human dignity build a culture of life in our
Life from womb to tomb community

’ ™ Complimentary coffee & homemade hot soup will be
g Al . . . e .
| =P o available to enjoy in the café seating area
2 LL“’LJ ' Limits . o , . . .

KB Cafe ™ No Limits Café food truck will be onsite offering assorted

, specialty grilled cheese sandwiches & soft drinks for purchase
——————————

/[)[\ :
dioceseoftrenton.org/standing-together-for-life




SERVE

To serve is to live like Jesus—with love, humility, and purpose.

At the heart and soul of our
parish is the call from Jesus:
to love God with all our
heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and to love our
neighbor as ourselves.

We believe the best way to
live this out is by forming
community and sharing our
faith together—this is the
heart of ministry.

If you're looking for a way to

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. reminded
us: “Take the first step in faith.”

This week, let's honor his legacy by
choosing one concrete act of love—
serve a neighbor, encourage some-
one who is struggling, volunteer your
time, or give to those in need.

Martin Luther King Day

You don't have to see the
whole staircase, just take
the first step. :

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

grow in faith and serve A
others, we invite you to get
involved in parish life.

Whether it’s through
liturgy, faith formation,
outreach, or hospitality—
there’s a place for you here.

Our parish is collecting most-needed
pantry items such as cereal, canned
soups, and other nonperishables.

Please drop off donations in the
parish narthex.
Small steps, taken with faith, can
change a life.

Serve idea for the week:

Pick one—pray, give, or do.

Godparent For the Sacrament of Baptism | Sponsor for the Sacrament of Confirmation

To Serve as a Godparent

To serve as a godparent is more than an honor—it is a sacred calling. A godparent supports the faith journey of a child by ex-
ample, prayer, and ongoing spiritual encouragement. Chosen not just for closeness, but for character and commitment to the
Catholic faith, a godparent walks alongside the child and their family, helping to nurture a life rooted in Christ.

To Serve as a Confirmation Sponsor

To serve as a Confirmation sponsor is a meaningful role in the life of a young Catholic. A sponsor stands as a witness to the
faith, guiding the candidate through prayer, encouragement, and example. Chosen for their active Catholic life, sponsors help
the candidate grow in their relationship with Christ and take their place as a fully initiated member of the Church. It is a
commitment of presence, prayer, and ongoing spiritual support.

Eligibility
According to Canon Law, godparents & sponsors
must:

Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the
Church

Be at least 16 yrs of age

Received the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
& Confirmation

Not be bound by canonical penalties

Not be the father or mother of the one being baptized

Letter of Good Standing

Before we can issue “a letter of good standing” from the Office of the
Pastor, we ask that you be an active, registered parishioner for a
minimum of six (6) months. An active member:

Attends Mass on a regular basis & is registered, showing regular

participation with the life, mission and support of St. Catherine of

Siena Parish.

Note, if he/she received all his/her sacraments here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish years
ago but now lives elsewhere, he/she is not a member of this parish.

Rather, he/she is a member of the parish in whose territory he/she resides.
This is where the sponsor certificate must be obtained.




GROW

To grow in Christ is to become who we are meant to be.
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New Tuesday Morning Study: Metanoia

All are invited to a new adult faith formation series using Metanoia on FORMED.org.
Join us Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Parish Hall as we reflect on what it really means to
follow Christ and grow in ongoing conversion of heart.

New participants are always welcome!

Come for prayer, video teaching, and relaxed group discussion. No prior
experience needed—just a desire to grow closer to Jesus.

Catholics, Welcome Home!

Have you been away from the Church or thinking about coming back? Do you know
someone who is searching, or who was never confirmed or fully initiated? Our OCIA
(Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) is here to walk with adults who wish to
learn more about the Catholic faith, return to the sacraments, or prepare for
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. To learn more, please contact
Laura Randazzo at passociate@sienachurch.org.

We are happy to talk, listen, and journey with you.

______________________________________________________|
VIRTUES, EXPLAINED!— CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND
GROW YOUR FAITH

Peace, Explained!

Peace. There may be no other word in the English language, writes Msgr. Stuart Swetland in
Catholic Answers, “more susceptible to sloganeering, and thus misunderstanding.” But what is
peace, in the context of Catholic virtue?

The peace of God, writes Paul in his Letter to the Philippians, “surpasses all understand-

ing.” (Phil. 4:7) Peace is both a fruit of charity (CCC 1829) and a fruit of the Spirit (CCC 1832).
Our modern Catholic understanding of peace is derived from the Hebrew concept of shalom, or
wholeness, and it refers not just to an absence of violence (mandated by the fifth command-
ment) but to a personal reconciliation with one’s Creator. Peace is a spiritual effect of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation (CCC 1496).

Our search for interior peace in our hearts parallels the historic struggle of mankind to realize
peace in the world by practicing justice. “When we hear the Gospel, dear brothers and sisters,”
said Pope Benedict, “we learn to build peace on the truth of a daily life inspired by the com-
mandment of love.”

The more you study the
faith and encounter God in
prayer, the more your trust
in Him grows.

Make time each day to
nurture your

relationship with God, and
consider joining others in
reading Scripture and
growing together in faith.

FORMED

FAITH AT HOME

FORMED.org
Great Catholic content for
the whole family!

Over 4,000 Catholic
movies, cartoons and audio
books. Subscribe at no cost.

Signing up for Formed is
quick and easy. Just follow
the simple instructions
below:

Go to formed.org/signup
Search for your parish by
zip code.

Click on your parish.

Register with your name
and email address.

Check that email account
for a link to begin using
Formed.



PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

Forming hearts, growing faith, following Christ

Mommy & Me = IS”D,S =
Thursday, Feb. 12 KORINER THE DIOCESE OF
10 A’\M | SHARING THE GOSPEL TRENTON is committed
to the initiative outlined in
the U.S. Bishop’s Charter

for the Protection of
Children and Young People

John the Baptist told everyone that Jesus was the Son of God.
. . He told them the Holy Spirit came down on Jesus and re-
Bring your little v opiea wn on Jesus a

niEs and others. He healed people to show his power as the Son of ' S
(infant—pre-K) for  God. God wants you to be his disciple. He wants you to be a and to its own policies and

mained on him as the Scriptures said. Jesus taught his disciples

stories, songs, and good example of a loving child of God. guidelines regarding the
playtime. reporting and investigation
PRAYER of sexual abuse allegations
Lord, I will be a good disciple by learning and sharing involving minors.
All caregivers your words.
welcome! If you have been sexually
MISSION FOR THE WEEK abused as a minor by a
1732.938.5375 I will ask someone to read the Bible to me every day. member of the clergy or
Ca ~J30- . anyone representing the
for more Color the Picture Catholic Church, or if you
information. know of someone who was,

you can report that abuse
through the diocesan
ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-
296-2965 or via email at
abuseline@dioceseoftrento

n.org.
The Diocese of Trenton

reports any allegations of
sexual abuse to the

appropriate law enforce-
ment agencies. Anyone
) N CALLING ALL CHILDREN AGES 4-8 with an allegation i? also
Children’s Liturgy Join Miss Kitty & Miss Megan ?ncouraged to provide that
of the Word Sundays during the 1nfformat10n to lohcallleltw
T 10:00 AM Mass & 11:30 AM Mass. Froramentanhonies

. This special time allows children to hear God’s Word
g in a way they can understand and reflect on through
prayer, discussion, and age-appropriate activities.

& Children return to their families before the Liturgy

 of the Eucharist. No registration required—just
come and join us!
Help your child grow in faith, one . LIE_? E} K{O

Sunday at a time.

SECRETARIAT OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION
€8 Ursced Saces Confersnce of Cathosc Bahops



Offertory Update
January 10 | January 12
4:30 PM $1, 064.00
8:00 AM $1,095.00
10:00 AM $1,321.00
11:30 AM $1,149.00

Online Giving $2,858.00

Weekend Total:
$ 7,487.00

Next Weekend’s Second
Collection:
Latin America

STEWARDSHIP

What shall I return to the Lord for all He has given me?

Parish Offertory

Support the ongoing, operational needs at
St. Catherine’s, including the care of people, programs
and facilities.

Your offertory gifts enable us to celebrate our Masses
each week, provide pastoral care, and maintain our
sacred spaces.

Thanks to your support our parish can continue our
mission to know, love, serve and grow and Jesus did.

Would You Like to Receive Offertory Envelopes?

If you are a registered parishioner and would like to begin receiving offertory envelopes,

please contact the parish office. Using envelopes is a helpful way to support the parish
regularly and to receive a record of your contributions for tax purposes.

Not yet registered? We'd be happy to welcome you! Stop by the parish office to register.

Also, did you know you can:

St. Catherine of Siena Parish

Online Giving

An easier way to support us!

CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR ONLINE GIVING

To enroll, go to www.sienachurch.org, click on
WAYS TO GIVE to securely donate online. Or Scan the
QR Code

This will bring you to our
PARISH GIVING page. From there, you will be able to
set up a one time or recurring donation!

ParishSoft by Ministry Brands:
1-877-316-0260

S P

2 Corinthians 9:7

“Each one
must give s he
has decided in
his heart, not
reluctantly or
under
compulsion,
for God loves
a cheerful

giver.”

=

Year-End Tax Statements

Year-end contribution (tax) statements
will be available beginning January 31 by
request only.

To request your statement, please email:
taxstatements@sienachurch.org and
include your name, address, phone
number, and envelope number.

Thank you for your continued generosity
to our parish.




Cglayton & @%Gu’r

FUNERAL HOME —
Serving the community since 1860
Robert C. McGirr « Owner & Manager « NJ Lic. 3273
100 Elton-Adelphia Rd., Freehold Twp « 732-462-0101

MARLUNA r
CLEANING ?%
SERVICE ([

ProFESSIONAL ReSIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
?amdq md

Ca

732 637 7424

www.marlunacleaning.com

\_ Visit us at www.claytonfuneralhome.com
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3 CRUZ GOLF 3| BREAKFAST CLUB
Public C £

3 NoTeléTilrcnecs)llJ\lrégded ?\E ¢ooc£Zooc{-gt

3 7329383378 g _&veat Prices!

» www.cruzgolfcc.com o 732-751-1191

 BirosaLL Roap - FarviNaDALE, NJ DIE  Neyr To Sop-N-Bag % * 3 Opew Dany

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR 818 16th Ave - Belmar
ADVERTISERS | 732-280-6530
THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH
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1288 Hwy 3 Farmingdale

Go! or $5 off any other brand
Large Bag Dog or Cat Food
{coupon code C-GO or c 5

20% off any ﬂ!"* [
toys or treats ¥
(line item discount

and misc code C-TOY)

32-938-4470

NOW OPEN!

$10 off any Large Bag Petcurean

l Edith and Scott Rubinson, Realtor Associates
Cell 732.406.6961 - office 800.299.2129

Edithrubinson@gmail.com
www.Rubinsonhomes.com

Invite us in...We bring results .

ROOF?

All Around
Handyman
Services

“Much More than

’”

a Handyman.

Insured
NJ Lic# 13VH01176200

“Call a Reliable Family Business for 30 Years!”

All Around
Roofing & Siding

JOD® Mt

1.' 'HOUNDS TOWN

2400 Route 9 - Howell, NJ 07731
Freehold@HoundsTownUSA.com
Phone: 848.863.6744 - Fax: 848.863.6743

% Doggie
Dagcare

Freehold |2 ‘& Boarding

‘& Pet Spa

514 Rt. 33, Unit 6
Millstone, NJ 08535

www.religiousstore.com

% TANK REMOVALS,
TANK INSTALLATIONS,
ENVIRONMENTAL  \MOLD TESTING
MANAGEMENT

732.858.9777 ASSOCIATES, INC. &SOILTESTING
Call & Ak Fou!
@ thereligiousstore 132—9'9—0595

www.emaenv.com

A, @j(%tdl“fc’/ 5 HMansolermn (rft;umw'zb/e

St. Catharines Mausoleum named after the Holmdel Church,
formally the Mission Church of St. Gabriel's
549 Route 520 (Newman Springs Road) « Marlboro, New Jersey

SPECIAL PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICES

Phase 111 Construction
has begun.

/>\

PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE
OVER 24 MONTHS WITH

NO INTEREST CHARGES. W

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com « 908-208-0786

NJ Lic. # 13VH01445100
Residential/Commercial

Louis Bram -Owner
Fully Insured
Office: 732-681-6675
Cell: 732-618-1033
Imblandscaping@outlook.com
Landscape Design » Planting » Mulching » Sod
Paver Patios » Outdoor Living Areas « Driveways
Walkways « Retaining Walls « CurbStone
Lawn Maintenance » Screening Trees + Snow Plowing + Firewood

POWERWASH, PAINT & STAIN

HOT Water Power Washing « Exterior / Interior Painting & Staining
Soft Wash « Roof Cleaning

7328869555 www.preferredpowerwash.com é

Provider of powerwashing and painting services for St. Catherine of Siena

INSIDE & OUTSIDE REPAIRS
OUTSTANDING WARRANTIES

2nd Generation / Insured - NJ Lic # 13VH01176200

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY « GUTTERS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

2] "‘Vﬁ\r

I
ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION

. $1,100 OFF |

1Any New Roof Heplacement.

. 20% OFF .
! Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, !
! Masonry Repair & SENlORS:

Family Owned/Operated 20+ Years
Bonded & Insured » Lic.#13VH0934200

732-589-9967

NJ Lic # 13VH08078700

S

(84885 (CK) - St. Catherine of Siena Church - Farmingdale, NJ

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « Bon Venture Services, LLC - 34 Ironia Road - Flanders, NJ 07836



