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| love to travel. | love meeting people. That's probably why |
love summer so much.

But then | come home, and the words that come out of my
mouth are always the same. "Home sweet home." | bet you
feel same.

I make it to Chicago at least twice a year. Every year, there's
the NCJ Korean Pastors' Conference and Family Retreat, where
serve on the leadership team. And every Thanksgiving week, |
go back to the same place for the 2030 Conference. It's
mostly geared toward Korean international students, but
really, people of every age show up. So, Chicago has become something like a second
hometown for me. When | get to see so many colleagues in ministry, | come home
comforted and encouraged.

But the deepest comfort | found this summer wasn't in meeting others, nor travel. It
was in my family.

My family. Of course they're beautiful. Of course they're faithful. But more than that,
I'm grateful simply because they are with me. That gratitude only grows when | get
back to the church, sit alone in an empty sanctuary, and let the quiet settle in.

And then Sunday comes. | walk in and see my bigger family waiting for me. That's
when the gratitude becomes real. Complete.

My family. Waterloo First. Thank you for sharing life with me. Thank you for walking
this road together.

Part of our family, our youth, leaves for Colorado on August 10 through 15. A
thousand miles, one way, just to get to camp. Please pray for them. Pray that it's fun.
Pray that it stretches them. Pray that they feel the size of God's love in a new way.
And pray that they come home safe.

August also means our kids go back to school. We're going to bless their backpacks
and their learning devices. It sounds small, but it's not. It's how we hand over their
whole school year to the Lord. It's a prayer we mean with everything we have.

And on the last Sunday of August, we're planning a Hot Dog Sunday to celebrate our
church's 180th birthday. Come celebrate with us. Let's share our love and our mission
with our neighbors

Pastor Hojin
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Join us for our

180* Hot Dog Celebration
August 30" following worship - ' .:

We will celebrate our 180™ Anniversary with 180 hot
dogs in the church parking lot after worship.

BG B/23 B/30

We will invite the neighborhood and have a bouncy
house. Help us celebrate and welcome our
neighbors! i

Waterloo First UMC

LOVE BOLELY SIAWE JOYFULLY | LEAD COURASECUSLY

June Attendance and Offering

Week 06/07/26 | 06/14/26 | 06/21/26 | 06/28/26
Attendance* 57 56 72 58 August Ushers
Pledge** $995 $2,360 $1,460 $3,265
Capital $50 $233 0 $183 Julie Johnson,
Miscellaneous $296 $585 $1,016 $694

Mary Shollenbarger,

*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, www.waterloofirst.org,

and in-person worship.
**Stock Donations — If you are donating stock to the church, please contact

Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak with her.She will

make certain this donation is credited correctly to your account.
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United Women in Faith- August
Bible Verse: Matthew 21:22 (CEB)

“If you have faith, you will receive whatever
you pray for.”

United Methodist Men

The United Methodist Men will Meet on
Saturday, August 15" at 8 am

Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave.
for food and fellowship

Fellowship & Coffee Time at Friendship
Village with Pastor Hojin
Thursday, August 27" at 10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
10:45 am

D00 Sunday School will return on September 13"

3

Amplify Media

Use Amplify to plan your devotionals and
Small Group lessons:

Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start
exploring Amplify Media for your personal
bible study and or small group study. Contact
Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need
help.

Fellowship Servers

Q Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship!

August 2- Sue Carver & the Cravens
August 9— Birthday/ Anniversary/ Sarah
Circle & the Genesis Class

August 16-

August 23— Youth

August 30*-

Sign up for 2026 Sundays today! If no one
signs up, there might not be any coffee.

|| || Pew Cleaners- Please sign up to be a pew

PAGE

cleaner! No one has signed up for August

Volunteer at the NE lowa Food Bank
Tuesday, August 25" at 2:00 pm

Contact Donna Brown if you're interested in
serving

Scrip Cards for Every Day Life!

Use Scrip cards everyday....at the gas
station, the grocery store, when you buy
coffee, or go out to eat! A percentage of
each card comes back to the United Women
of Faith and we use that money for the
church.

Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what'’s in
stock and how to order the cards you want.
Add $1 to each card for shipping expenses.

GIVING
Leave your checkbook and cash at home.
You can now give through our web site on a

secure page. Use this for special offerings

3 AUGUST 2026

or your regular pledge.
Use the QR code to connect.
You can be certain that the link is secure

and your information is confidential.

Thank you

We would like to thank our church family
for their love and support after Douglas
passed. He was a lifelong member of
WFUMC and he truly cherished his time
spent worshiping with friends.

Aline Sturch (& family)

Youth Camp- Our Youth Group will be
leaving for Colorado on August 11.

Gary & Donna Brown will host the group
in their cabin and they will explore with
hikes and rafting. Please keep the
group and the chaperons in your prayers
for a safe trip and thank you to the
Browns for hosting!
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How Long Has It Been?

John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

There are times, during daily activities, a person comes to mind. It makes us stop and
think... “How long has it been since I've spoken to this person?” There have been many
times this has happened to me, and, of course, others. We get so busy with
responsibilities. ..professional and familial...we forget to stay in contact with those who
may have played an important role in our lives. It is not out of callousness; however, it is
because we let other things, such as jobs, professions, personal aspirations and

relationships take precedence in our lives.

There are many things which we don’t forget to do, i.e., going to our places of employment, paying bills, attending
professional and social events. These things, we feel, are very important parts of our responsibilities to ourselves and

others. Yet, there is one responsibility we seem to forget routinely...speaking to the author and finisher of our life...God!

Rev. Thomas Mosie Lister [1921-2015], in 1956, wrote “How Long Has It Been?” Scholars have wondered if this was an
introspective statement. Whether these scholars agree or not, it is worth noting it is something each of us should ask
ourselves...just how long has it been since we’ve talked with the Lord? Just as we, often, take friends and family for
granted, we, quite frequently, take God for granted...not taking the time to thank Him for the many things...great and
small...He does for us each minute of each day. Rev. Lister asks...”"How long has it been since you talked with the Lord
and told Him your heart’s hidden secrets? How long since you prayed? How long since you stayed on your knees till the
light shone through? How long has it been since your mind felt at ease? How long since your heart knew no burden? How
long has it been since you knelt by your bed and prayed to the Lord up in heaven? How long since you knew that He’d
answer you, and would keep you the long night through? How long has it been since you woke with the dawn, and felt that

the day’s worth the living? Can you call Him your friend? How long has it been, since you knew that He cared for you?

| am guilty of not being in contact with God as often as | should. How about you? Prayer is an integral part of our spiritual
connection and obligation to God. It should never be...How long has it been, but...how often it is we talk to and with God!
Many gospel artists have recorded the song, “Sending Up My Timber;” however, the version by Thomas Dorsey is a

personal favorite. One phrase of the chorus reiterates our need to be in constant contact with God...”"may be morn, night

or noon, | don’t know just how soon, But I'm sending up my timber every day.”

No matter what time of the day, there is no right or wrong time to talk to God. | will not let the question be asked of
me...”"How Long Has It Been?” God is never too busy to hear our prayers — we should never be to busy to be in contact
with Him using the one method of contact uniquely individual...Prayer!
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Excerpts from the
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING MINUTES

July 16 2026
For the complete minutes, contact the office

T-shirts — Looking to get t-shirts and polo shirts with the church 180™ logo on. A medium grey color has been chosen to
look nice with the logo. Consider this as a fund raiser for the We Help Other (WHO) fund.

Clings for car windows will be ordered.

Photos — Many photos have been found and received. They are being scanned to allow projection.

Advertising — Looking to do a spot with KWWL. Sending information to local churches and previous clergy.

Sunday Worship — Encouraging all to wear their name tags. All but the Randolph entrances will be open. The District
Superintendent will be preaching. Hoping to have a video from the Bishop. Waiting to hear back from the Mayor.
Suggested that church contacts encourage him to attend. Sue Feltman will be play the organ.

Cleanliness —Trustees will coordinate a clean-up day for the church, focusing on the entrances and bathrooms. In the

bathrooms, might be nice to a basket with amenities available.

Committee Reports

Finance — Thanks to the foundation support, WFUMC is up to date on apportionments. Bergen, who does the financial
reporting for the church has grown and has changed how reporting is done. It is cumbersome for our financial team to
meet their technology demands. Jeff Foulk has a contact that works with smaller clients that may work better for the
financial reporting needs of the church. A meeting will be organized to consider this option.

Segra — A reasonable settlement in the IT contract switch of about $6,000 has been agreed upon. Payment will be
accepted in three installments.

Organist/pianist — Need to find additional people.

Matthew 25 —

Habitat Women's Build — Scheduled, Tuesday (July 21) from 8:30 - 3:30 p.m. The team will be siding the house.
Unfortunately, we have a very small crew due to the heat and some medical issues with our regular volunteers, so there
are some open spots.

National Night Out - Aug. 4, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in Washington Park. Our church is furnishing 6 dozen cookies and a
watermelon, plus volunteers and doing crafts. Food Nook will have an information table there. Bring your own lawn

chair. Please come and join us for food, games, crafts, live music, antique cars, etc.
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2 weeks before the event, volunteers are needed to help deliver the Church Row Neighborhood newsletter advertising it

to area residents. There are flyers posted around the church.

Technology
Two new headsets with transmitters for the personal wireless mics will be needed as technology is old and is transmitting

on illegal frequencies. Waiting on estimates. Money to cover this cost has already been raised.

Trustees
Planned projects:
- Trim outside bushes and

- Paint the fence in front of the boiler room, repaint yellow paint on the steps

Potential projects:

- Investigate the possibility of an automated door into the sanctuary (from Hartman Hall to the sanctuary

- Painting walls by the stairway leading up to the sanctuary

- Reuvisit the carpet repair in the sanctuary. Discussed what the wood looks like under the carpet that would need
refinishing, removing and replacing only sections that are creating the trip hazard.

Worship Committee

7/12: Movie Series

7/19: Movie Series

7/26: Movie Series

8/2: Communion

8/16: Pastor Pam to preach
8/23: Backpack blessing

United Women in Faith — Waterloo First will host the Annual NE District meeting on September 26. It is an all-day event

with morning refreshments, a salad luncheon, and Communion in the afternoon.

Next Meeting is scheduled for 9/17//26 at 6:00 pm.
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CAT Survey

(Congregational Assessment Tool)

The Waterloo United Methodist Churches have been asked by the lowa UMC Conference to complete this
Assessment in August.

What is It?

The Church Assessment Tool is and 86 question online assessment of a congregation that is completed by
members of a church. We affectionately call is a CAT-SCAN.

The Purpose of the CAT

Using the congregation Assessment Too is like taking you church to a doctor, a travel agent , and a tailor. It gives
leaders a read=out on the health of the church, a sense of where members thing the church should head in the
future, and a description of the church as a unique body of people.

Stat tuned for more information on how and when to complete the survey.

Coming Soon

T-shirt and Car Window Clings

We are developing t-shirt designs and window clings for Waterloo First UMC. Below are pictures. The color
of the shirt has not been determined, but it will be available in crew neck, v-neck, and polo designs. Stay
tuned for ordering information and prices.
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5- John Roberts Jack Golden
9- Gary Brown 29- Wendy Potter

11- Lois Miller

Jeff Foulk
13- Sam Anderson 8- Scott & Laura Foulk 11
15- David Sturch 12- George & Mary Ellen Warren 59
16- Marsha Potter 15- Mark & Donna Rastetter 56
18- Connor Stewart 21- Rick & Vickie Gordon 50
22- Kim Butz 24- DJ & Sara Loerzel 13
23- Verlee McMahon 27- Gary & Lynn Kloberdanz 32
26- Mark Rastetter 30- Prudy & Larry Klinger 63

Pamela Hickman

27- Sebastian Karns A note about this page- | strive to make this information
accurate, however, our new soft ware does not always
Joe Gibbs get it right. | apologize for any omissions and errors,

especially missing the anniversary of 71 Anniversary of
Reed and Joan Craft on June 19 and changing the dates
of Dick Ulffers birthday & anniversary last month.

28- Dawson Sturch
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Sunv

Mo

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

2

9:30 am— Worship/
Communion

10:30 am- Fellowship
12:00 pm- Church Row
Coalition Mtg.

4

9:00 am- Staff Mtg.

Prayer Walk &
Coffee

10:00 am— Church Row

5

l9:00 am— Worship on
Waterloo Public Access
17

6

9:30 am— Food Nook

7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

L

1/8

h0:00 am- Food
Nook

3:00 pm— Worship on
CF Public Access
Chanel 15

9

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-— Fellowship
12:00 pm- Lunch at Le
Christopher's at Jubilee
UMC

10

6:00 pm—Trustees

11

Herald Deadline

Prayer Walk & Coffee
12:00 pm—Team
\Waterloo First Mtg

[Youth Camp (thru 8/15)

10:00 am— Church Row

12

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public Access

17

h10:00 am- Church Row

Structural & Safety

[Team

13
9:30 am— Food Nook

1:00 pm- Card Making

14

[7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

15

8:00 am— UMM

9:30 am— Church

Row Neighborhood
IAssoc. Mtg

[3:00 pm— Worship on
ICF Public Access
Chanel 15

16

9:30 am— Worship/
Back Pack Blessing
10:30 am-— Fellowship

17

18

9:00 am- Getting
[Ahead Team Mtg.

Prayer Walk &
Coffee

19

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public

10:00 am— Church Row|access 17

20

9:30 am— Food Nook

4:00 pm- Staying
Ahead

6:00 pm—Ad Team

21

7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

22

3:00 pm— Worship on
CF Public Access
Chanel 15

23

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-Fellowship
o TiE l.!?“._

S rn
Rl

B Eee,
T

i
i

244

25

Prayer Walk &

Coffee

12:00 pm—Team
aterloo First Mtg

2:00 pm- Volunteer at

10:00 am— Church Row

the NE lowa Food Bank

26

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public
IAccess 17

27

9:30 am— Food Nook
9:30 am—Herald
IAssembly

10:00 am-— Fellowship
at Friendship Village

28

7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

29

3:00 pm— Worship on
CF Public Access
Chanel 15

30

9:30 am— Worship

10:30 am-Fellowship

31
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