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TRIPS TO HE"AVEN &
NEAR/DEATHIEXPE Ril"E'*N”CEs-

SBMC APOLOGETICS LESSON 09 | JUNE 2025




INTRODUCTION:

This is a tough lesson because:

* You yourself or someone we know may
have had a spiritual experience.

* We live in a spiritual world, so we must
take a close look at what people are
saying and claiming to be true.




OBJECTIVE OF THIS LESSON:

Sometimes, unexplainable spiritual things
happen, many are obviously wrong, but
others seem to be plausible. But in
everything, we as Christians, MUST be
able to discern all things by using
scripture.



OBJECTIVE OF THIS LESSON:

1. Know and study the Word for yourself.

2. Do not depend on others to tell you
what the truth is.

3. Do no believe everything just
because it seems “Christian” and
people use the name of Jesus.



BEFORE WE DO GO ANY FURTHER, LET’S
REVIEW WHAT THE DIFFERENCE IS
BETWEEN:

OBJECTIVE TRUTH
SUBJECTIVE TRUTH




OBJECTIVE TRUTH

SUBJECTIVE TRUTH

Truth that is true regardless of
individual feelings, biases, or desires.

It exists independently of personal
opinions and is based on observable
facts, such as "The Statue of Liberty is in
New York".

In essence, objective truth represents
realities that are universally recognized
and remain constant across time and
space.

Truth is based on personal
perspectives, feelings, and opinions
rather than objective reality.

It emphasizes that what may be true for
one person may not be true for another,
as it is shaped by individual experiences
and interpretations.

In essence, subjective truth
highlights the personal nature
of truth, which varies base
on context and
perception.
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WE’RE STUDYING 2 SIMILAR, BUT DIFFERENT THINGS:

1. TRIPS TO HEAVEN
2. NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES (NDE)

LET’S DEFINE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE TWO...




1. TRIPS TO HEAVEN

There are many people in the New Apostolic
Reformation (NAR) and Prosperity Gospel
movements that make claims that they
“travel” to the spiritual world and see heaven
and God/Jesus/Holy Spirit, etc.
They interact with them, then “come
back” to earth to tell their story to
help others believe in the
existence of Jesus.




2.NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES (NDFE’S)

An incident in which a person who is at the
brink of death is revived and, upon recovery,
reports a spiritual experience during the time
they were unconscious and near death. The
memories are often vivid and involve an out-
of-body experience, a meeting with dead
family members, seeing a white light, or.
some sort of vision of heaven or hell.




BOTH CLAIM TO SEE:

- HEAVEN OR HELL

- GOD, JESUS, HOLY SPIRIT
- LOVED ONES WHO HAVE PASSED
- DEMONS

- OTHER SPIRITUAL THINGS
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TRIPS TO HEAVEN

 Several Examples in this video
(skip to watch small excerpts)

* Jessie Duplantis — Watch Starting at 3:13

* Mary K. Baxter on Sid Roth: Here



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kYrUGo8Zxs
https://youtu.be/NPKZxRrn8rs?si=tYA_Iczsno2A24_X&t=193
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwlVycCYiQs

NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES

* Colton Burpo-Heaven in For Real
Start at 2:46

* Don Piper-90 Minutes in Heaven

* Neurosurgen: Eben Alexander
e Start at 23:38 -32:14



https://youtu.be/m--M5itPoqA?si=jbE-O1ZwZmY4o7ER&t=166
https://youtu.be/m--M5itPoqA?si=jbE-O1ZwZmY4o7ER&t=166
https://youtu.be/L6binTZoQlY?si=217mnpZtYvKUH38E&t=1418
https://youtu.be/L6binTZoQlY?si=217mnpZtYvKUH38E&t=1418
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A CLOSER LOOK...

DISCERNING WHAT SEEMS OFF /
+ SCRIPTURE TO BACK IT UP /



UNPROVABLE, UNRELIABLE & CONTRADICTORY

HOLY SPIRIT

e Colton Burpo (Heaven is for Real), says Holy Spirit is blue and in Heaven.
* Jesse Duplantis says that the Holy Spirt is on Earth.

AGES OF PEOPLE

Don Piper (90 Minutes In Heaven) people are a “wide variety of ages, ol
and young and every age in-between.” pg. 24

e Colton Burpo says: “nobody’s old in heaven,” pg. 121

* Mary K. Baxter: All children are on a different planet and that kids grow
up in Heaven and attend classes. “A Divine Revelation of Heaven”

* Jesse Duplantis: Says that kids from ages 3 to 10 years old
are there playing harps, but babies were off in another place
“Close Encounters of the God Kind, pg. 53.




DO PEOPLE HAVE WINGS?

COLTON BURPO: EVERYONE HAS WINGS.
“So what did the kids look like? What do people look like in
heaven?” “Everybody’s got wings,” Colton said... “We flew.
Well, all except forJesus. He was the only one in heaven
who didn’t have wings. pg. 72

DON PIPER: PEOPLE DO NOT HAVE WINGS.
“The first person | recognized was Joe Kulbeth, my
grandfather. He looked exactly as | remembered him,
with his shock of white hair and what | called a big
banana nose.” pg22 (NO MENTION OF WINGS)




SATAN IN HELL?

MARY K. BAXTER:

(In hell) “I looked, and Satan was standing with his back
to us, and he was all aflame...Now he stood engulfed in
the flames, enjoying the cries of these poor, lost souls.”

pgs.98-99

COLTON BURPO:
“Mom, Satan’s not in hell yet,” Colton said, almost

scolding. “The angles carry swords so they can keep
Satan out of heaven.”pg. 133




SCRIPTURE:

* Everyone has an experience.

* We cannot validate a truth from an experience.

* |f experience does not match up with
scripture, it’s just not true.

1 CORINTHIANS 4:6 SAYS:
...90 thatin us you may learn not to go beyond

what is written, so that none of you will become
puffed up on behalf of one against the other.



SCRIPTURE:

Peter recounts his experience withessing
Christ’s transfiguration in 2 Peter 1:16-18
But, then says in:

2 Peter 1:19
And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star
arises in your hearts.




Alex Malarkey from “The Boy Who Came Back from
Heaven” has publicly announced that nothing in the book
about his experience was true.

Alex and his mother Beth wanted to tell the truth, and the
father, Kevin, did not. Kevin used the book to become rich,
and it has torn their family apart.

Alex’s own father seems to have only wanted to profit off

his own son’s tragic accident. Kevin evicted Beth and Alex
from their home that was specially made for Alex’s
wheelchair and his other special needs.

Source: HELP FOR ALEX



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQUTDCYzPCQ&t=2s

AT TIMES, THESE PEOPLE EVEN CONTRADICT
THEMSELVES

COLTON BURPO

Colton Burpo was 3 or 4 years old when his “NDE” took place.

* Asayoung man: on April 8, 2014, in an interview with Fox News he
states that everything is still very vivid for him.

« Three weeks later, on April 29, 2014, in a separate interview he
says that everything is not as crisp and vivid as it used to be.

DON PIPER

On his website, he states that he did NOT go through the “gates” of
heaven. Later, in an interview he said that he did.

. In his book he states that the saw many people that he knew, but
did NOT see God. In an interview in 2011, he says that he did see
God on a hill as a bright light.




DISTORTS/MINIMIZES SCRIPTURE’S VIEW OF
HEAVEN AND HELL

Jesse Duplantis says multiple times in his accounts
that Heaven is there to make us happy and to meet
our needs of providing entertainment for us.

His personal mansion had furniture, just the kind that
he likes.

This Is a very man-centered and not a
GOD-centered view.



ELEVATES MAN, DEMOTES GOD

JESSE DUPLANTIS:

King David told Jesse that he was a servant, and he was there to
give him whatever he (Jesse) wanted. David was there to serve to
Jesse’s own personal needs.

MARY K. BAXTER:

Says heaven is a land where all our personal dreams come true.

* Nothingis rarely ever said about us being there to worship God
* No reverence for the holiness of God.
* Shows the pridefulness of man vs humility of God.



SCRIPTURE:

Worship of angels and visions fuels pride and greed.

COLOSSIANS 2:18 SAYS:

Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and

worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed
up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding
fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished
and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows
with a growth that is from God.




NECROMANCY

MANY PEOPLE REPORT AS SEEING AND
TALKING TO PEOPLE WHO HAVE DIED.

SCRIPTURE DOES NOT PERMIT THIS:

* Deuteronomy 8:12

* |saiah 8:19
e 1Samuel 28, Saul was judged by God after

consulting with the dead
* Matthew 17 @ transfiguration, saw 2 who had
died but there wasn’t a conversation between

dead and living.




LEADS TO BAD THEOLOGY

Believing all these stories often leads to

believing even more false teaching; error begets

more error.

Anything that divorces us from God’s Word is not

sent from God.

Experience should ALWAYS push us toward

scripture.

Experience should NEVER contradict scripture

Know scripture for yourself, so you can test
any experience you hear.




SCRIPTURE:

* Acts17:11 (Bereans)
* Ephesians 4:11-14
e Psalms 119:11

e Psalm 19:7

* Proverbs 14:15
 Romans 15:4

e Colossians 2:8

e Colossians 3:16

* 1John4:1

1 Timothy 4:1
Hebrews 4:12
2 Timothy 3:16-17
Proverbs 30:5

James 1:16
Jeremiah 17:9
Titus 1:16

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10
1 Thessalonians 5:20-21




LEADS TO LACK OF DISCERNMENT/DECEPTION

* The thought of new revelation/information from God is a
thought contrary to the teaching of scripture.
Hebrews 1:1-2 | John 14:26 | Revelation 22:18-19

* False teachings are a test for all Christians.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3

* We must be ready to endure sound teaching.
2 Timothy 4:3




UNDERMINES SCRIPTURE AND ITS SUFFICIENCY

* Why isn’t the Bible enough??

* The parable of the rich man and Lazurus in Luke 16 teaches

us that there is power in scripture to save over experience. |
Luke 16:19-31

* We know that salvation comes by grace, through faith.
What is the point of faith if we get to prove the existence
of Jesus and Heaven by actually seeing it?

2 Corinthians 5:7

* True faith comes by hearing and hearing the
Word of God. | Romans 10:17




Three People in the New Testament saw heaven or
God’s glory.

 Stephen before he was stoned to death, saw the
glory of God | Acts 7:55.

* John: But was decreed by God so that John would
write the book of Revelation.

* Paul, but was not permitted to say anything
about it and was further given a thorn in
the flesh to humble him.
| 2 Corinthians 12:1-10




It would be very strange for
God to have Paul, Daniel (8:26;
9:24; 12:4), and John withhold
aspects of what He revealed to
them, only to, 2000+ years
later, give even greater visions,
along with permission for full
disclosure, to people today.




PEOPLE ARE DECEIVED INTO
FALSE SENSE OF SALVATION

Many people who have NDE’s come back with no fear

of death (whether saved or not) once they see “the

other side.”

They state a peace like they’ve never felt, and no

mention of judgement (whether saved or not.)

NDE’ers in other cultures often see Brahma, Krishna,

Vishnu, or other “false” gods and still feel at peace with

death.

NDE’ers often describe experiencing a form of

deception more like Gnosticism or New

Age/Panantheism... where we become
“one with the Universe” and feel at peace.




Remember in the Sean McDowell interview, Eben Alexander
(neurosurgeon that had an NDE) stated the following :

He was a spec of awareness on a butterfly wing.

There were light-orbs and angelic fires, emanating chants to a god-force.

All was a nudge to the “oneness with the divine”

He went to the next level or “core” to have higher-soul memories and to

experience a resolution of all dualities

* Notabout choosing one God, can be Allah, Brahman, Krishna, Jesus,
Jehovah, Vishnu.

* He claims we cannot claim to know for certain what is objectively true.

* 90% of all NDEs come back knowing the reality of this god-force and the

powerful force at the center of the universe, but it can be defined any w

you want to define it.

He had two visions of reincarnation and consciousness.

All about love and becoming “one” with the divine.

Saw thousands of beings in a bowed state.

Saw a person who had channeled from across the country.




PROMOTES A DIFFERENT GOD
AND A DIFFERENT GOSPEL

Seem to be more concerned with saying what
happened to them, not about the true Gospel.
The true Gospel is usually missing from these
stories.

There is usually no mention of the holiness of
God and especially the sinfulness of man.

No real urgency of sharing the Gospel with more
fervor.

Universalism is most often taught.




BUT... WHAT ABOUT THE

SIMILARITIES?? /



SO MANY PEOPLE ARE EXPERIENCING THE
SAME THINGS!!

Most NDE’ers see a tunnel or light.

Many can see their body from above, like In
an operating room or an accident when
unconscious.

See loved ones who have passed.
Feel an immense love and peace.
Don’t want to come back.




HOWEVER.....

These things are, at times, also the SAME:

* Godis notaperson, but a “force.”

* Not afraid of death anymore, even if they are NOT a
Christian.

* Theycan “become like God” being able to tune into
Infinite knowledge.

e Claim to see Muhammed, Buddha, Krishna and God.

* Allthe stories are wildly different...can they ALL be true
and real? --- No, this teaches Universalism.

* How can a person say that THEIR story is the
TRUE one when there are thousands that are all

different.
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This Is not to say something spiritual, or
even real happens, at times.

We live in a world that isn’t just

material...THERE IS A SPIRITUAL
REALM, and strange things are known
to take place. | Ephesians 6:12




There could be some kind of “spiritual” thing taking
place (such as, body hovering over themselves and
seeing things take place when they are not conscious)
—which points to the existence of the soul. We know
this is true — we all have souls.

BUT, if what happens after that leads to a New Age/
Universalism/other god, type of NDE...that doesn’t
mean that the experience that takes place after
defines truth.



As we have learned already, we cannot let the
experiences overrule scripture, no matter how real it
seems.

IF it lines up with scripture, then...depending on the
fruit the person is exhibiting, and a lot of other
factors, it could be true.

We must remember that Satan masquerades as an

angel of light, to deceive anyone he can.
2 CORINTHIANS 11:13-14



Eternity is written on the hearts of men.
Ecclesiastes 3:11

So, at times, (maybe more often than we think)
maybe it is the subconscious playing out what
happens after death in their own mind - lining up
with that person’s worldview or what they
learned as a child. Even though it may seem
very real to those having an NDE.




What kind of fruit is the person bearing after
the NDE?

John 15:5

Matthew 3:8-10

Matthe‘,” 7:17 Are they deeply concerned
Colossians 1:10 with seeing others saved
Luke 6:43 by Jesus Christ, the only
Titus 3:14 way to heaven?

Proverbs 11:30




Scripture says that no one can see God and
live. | Exodus 33:18-20 | John 1:18

God is spirit. | John 4:24a | 1 Timothy 6:16

There were others who saw God’s glory
(Moses, Isaiah) — other OT “theophanies.”

But Jesus became the full embodiment of
God so that we could know him. |
Colossians 1:15



The claim “l saw Jesus” should be met
with a healthy dose of skepticism.

If the “Jesus” who appears to someone
differs in any way from the Jesus

presented in the Bible, then the vision
IS to be rejected as false.




In 1820 Joseph Smith claimed to have seen
Jesus, and the result was Mormonism.

In 1844 Ellen G. White claimed to have seen

Jesus, and the result was Seventh-Day
Adventism.

Obviously, not everyone who says they have
seen Jesus is on the side of truth.



WHAT CAN WE CONCLUDE'/



IF SCRIPTURE DOESN’T
TEACH IT, IT°S FALSE.

IF IT DOESN’T, YOU DON’T
NEED IT - ESPECIALLY
FOR SALVATION.



NOT EVERYONE WHO
SPEAKS IN THE NAME OF
GOD, IS SPEAKING TRUTH.




GOD CAN USE WHATEVER
HE PLEASES TO BRING

SOMEONE TO SALVATION,
EVEN THINGS MEANT FOR
EVIL.




TRUE GOD-GIVEN VISIONS WOULD
IN NO SENSE CONTRADICT EACH
OTHER.

YES, VISIONS COULD BE DIFFERENT
AND COULD FOCUS ON DIFFERENT
DETAILS, BUT THEY WOULD NOT
CONTRADICT ONE ANOTHER.




BE LEARY, OPEN TO
LISTEN....BUT ALWAYS TEST
EVERYTHING TO SEE IF IT

ALIGNS WITH THE WORD
OF GOD.




KNOW SCRIPTURE FOR
YOURSELF. STUDY TO
SHOW YOURSELF
APPROVED.




HOW WOULD YOU TALK TO
SOMEONE WHO GENUINELY

BELIEVES THAT ALL OF TH ESE/
STORIES ARE VERY REAL? /



LOVINGLY,

GENTLY,

BUT CONFIDENTLY,
WITH SCRIPTURE.




ASK QUESTIONS.
GET TO THE HEART OF THE
MATTER: SALVATION AND
THE SUFFICIENCY AND
TRUTHFULNESS OF
SCRIPTURE.




THE SUPER CRAZY STORIES
ALREADY MAKE CHRISTIANITY
SEEM SILLY AND UNTRUE TO
NON-BELIEVERS...

DON’T ADD MORE FUELTO
THE FIRE.




Resources:

What Does The Bible Say About Being Deceived? (25 Bible Verses) - Scripture
Savvy

3 Reason’s Not To Expect New Revelations From God — The Savage Theologian
How should a Christian respond to people who claim, “l saw Jesus”? |
GotQuestions.org

Are books such as 90 Minutes in Heaven, Heaven is for Real, and 23 Minutes in
Hell biblically sound? | GotQuestions.org

What does the Bible say about near death experiences? | GotQuestions.org
Has anyone ever seen God? | GotQuestions.org

Numerous YouTube Videos Found Here:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJChjiohc5UL-
PB_WKagV7ZvyAFDmel 2Du&si=azc1dEeaksOmVbzO



https://scripturesavvy.com/being-deceived/
https://scripturesavvy.com/being-deceived/
https://scripturesavvy.com/being-deceived/
https://scripturesavvy.com/being-deceived/
https://thesavagetheologian.com/2017/07/25/3-reasons-not-to-expect-new-revelations-from-god/
https://thesavagetheologian.com/2017/07/25/3-reasons-not-to-expect-new-revelations-from-god/
https://thesavagetheologian.com/2017/07/25/3-reasons-not-to-expect-new-revelations-from-god/
https://www.gotquestions.org/I-saw-Jesus.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/I-saw-Jesus.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/90-minutes-in-heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/90-minutes-in-heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/near-death-experiences.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/seen-God.html
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJChjiohc5UL-PB_WKqV7ZvyAFDmeL2Du&si=azc1dEeaks0mVbzO
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJChjiohc5UL-PB_WKqV7ZvyAFDmeL2Du&si=azc1dEeaks0mVbzO
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJChjiohc5UL-PB_WKqV7ZvyAFDmeL2Du&si=azc1dEeaks0mVbzO
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