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St. Philip Website   
 
Have you been to the website with its new look?  www.saintphilip.net 

We have many features that inform you about St. Philip. If you missed the Sunday email 
for the bulletin and stream link they are always available in the top right corner of the 
website. Page titles have changed to be more engaging:  New Here, About Us, Learning, 
Serving, Supporting, Connecting, and Giving. As you scroll down the opening page you will 
see Announcements, & Upcoming Events, Opportunities to Participate which include our 
ministries, group and service opportunities.  
 

Additionally you can access St. Philip Life (top right corner) which 
allows you to look at your giving, pledge, church directory, and more.  If 
you havenõt accessed this before, email or call Lorrie 
(lorrie@saintphilip.net) in the Church Office and she will send you an 
invite to create your account.  This online account must be created before 
you can access the app, where you can access the directory right on your 
phone or tablet.   
 

Because the Church Directory is securely accessed through the website and app, printed 
copies are printed in limited quantities. Your church directory pictures are being taken 
through next week if you wish to have a new picture taken, we would like you to verify 
your personnel data is updatedñdid you get rid of that land line? 
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Celebrate Earth Day with Your Friends at St. Philip  
 

The earth is the Lordõs and all that is in it.   ñPsalm 24: 1 
 

On April 19 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., meet your friends at St. Philip to celebrate Earth Day.  A few of the activities in-
clude: 

¶ 9:30ñChurch and Society - Dan Cohan of Rice University will speak on a topic related to energy and the environment. 

¶ 11:00ñWorship - St. Philip musicians will present Haydn's Creation 

¶ 12:15ñZero Waste Picnic - Intergenerational activities include planting a native garden and filling out Earth Care 
pledge cards  

 

Additional Church and Society classes in our Earth Care series include:  
April 12 - Mark Polet, Canadian environmental scientist, presents òCreation Care and St. Philip: A Proposed Call to Action". 
May 3 - Roger Ingersoll will present òCaring for Our Common Home: Living the Message of Laudato Siõó about how Pope 
Francisõs landmark encyclical convinced him to become more involved in climate advocacy and creation care. 
 

Church and Society Sunday school classes start at 9:30 a.m. may be attended in person in Room 201 or by Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86564638381?pwd=MTBtSFl6eVhoTUF3SXJ2VlBWd0N2QT09 

Reflecting the Image of God Through Inclusion  
"We Choose Welcome" is more than a slogan at St. Philipñit is a core belief. To further live out this 
mission, the Inclusion Team and the Education Committee are honored to share about new resources 
to help our neurodivergent neighbors -and everyone- feel included and supported in worship, making 
their debut on Sunday, April 26.  
 

What is Neurodivergence? 
Neurodivergence describes the wondrous variety in how human brains are wired. It includes individuals 
living with autism, ADHD, dyslexia, Down syndrome, epilepsy, Touretteõs, and many other neurological 
paths. In the Houston metro area and surrounding Gulf Coast counties, over 760,000 neighbors live 
with disabilitiesñand roughly 80% of these are "invisible," not immediately apparent to the eye. 
 

New Tools for a More Comfortable Worship 
To ensure everyone feels at home in our sanctuary, we are introducing two simple but effective supports: 

¶ Noise-Dampening Headphones: To help soften sounds for those with sensory sensitivities. 

¶ Fidget Tools: To provide tactile grounding and help individuals maintain focus during the service. 
 

Members of the Education Committee will be in the Narthex Sunday morning, April 26, to distribute these tools and answer 
any questions you may have. We invite you to reach out to any committee member before the launch date if youõd like to 
learn more. 
 

The Body of Christ is only complete when it includes the whole body. By creating a space where neurodivergent individuals 
can worship comfortably, we lean further into Shalomñthe peace and wholeness God intends for us all!  

https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86564638381%3Fpwd%3DMTBtSFl6eVhoTUF3SXJ2VlBWd0N2QT09&i=11&d=xgRfp1_PRbiiYgLYMnbA0g&e=beetlehiott%40gmail.com&a=AZ0mSqGYfsWEYJhckDtyWQ&s=1lCM4J-sW70
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  
FOR ALL AGES 

   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START AT 9:45  AM 
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED  

   

GODLY PLAYñAges 3ñKindergartenñRoom 103ñ
Godly Play utilizes storytelling of Scripture and spiritual 
experience as we watch, listen, wonder, and respond to-
gether.  We value the process, we are open to discovery 
with the child, and one of our goals is to build community 
as we work alongside one another week by week.   
 

ELEMENTARY ñGrades 1-5ñRoom 205ñThe chil-
dren will explore the FollowMe discipleship practices cur-
riculum from the PC(USA). 
 

YOUTHñGrades 6-12 return soon.  They meet in the 
Dining Room, watch the calendar for announcements 
about Kids Against Hunger packing sessions.    
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY ñRoom 204ñJoin us from 
9:30 to 10:40 a.m. as we seek to deepen our understanding 
of Godõs faithfulness to all Godõs people. In the fall, we 
began our study of Isaiah in Volume 2, Prophets, in Dr. 
Robert Alterõs The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commen-
tary (2019). All are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL ñWe have Childrenõs Chapel 
the second and fourth Sundays after Conversation with Chil-
dren. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the 
whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship, while 
praying, singing, and hearing God's word at an age-
appropriate level. Children return to join the congregation 
in the first few pews on the lectern side of the church for 
the last hymn.  
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY ñRoom 201ñ9:30-10:40 a.m.-   
April 12  ð Mark Polet, Canadian environmental scientist, 
presents òCreation Care and St. Philipõs - a proposed call 
to actionó. April 19 ð Dr. Daniel Cohan, Rice Engineer-
ing Professor, on an environmental topic of his choice.  
April 26 ðKatie Judson, daughter of Cindy and John Jud-
son and the Program Director for SEVA Canada, will 
discuss that organizationõs mission of providing eye care 
to communities around the world. May 3  ð Roger Inger-
sol of Citizens Climate Lobby will provide an overview 
of Pope Francisõs landmark encyclical Laudato Siõ, which 
convinced him to become more involved in climate and crea-
tion care. If you would like the Zoom link for the classes, 
email: jshartman01@gmail.com. 

NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE  
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS  

8:30 a.m.ñ12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our 
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers.  Please find that our Nursery is located in the hallway 
off of the Gathering Area.  An usher or a greeter will be 

happy to direct you there. 

ST. PHILIP DURING TH E WEEK 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDY GROUPñThis group 
meets for an hour once a month on Zoom to read and 
discuss social justice issues of concern in todayõs world. 
This group meets by zoom on the first Monday of  the 
month, 7-8 p.m. to read and discuss social justice issues of  
concern.  The current study book is Brian Kaylor's Baptiz-
ing America; how mainline Protestants helped build Christian Na-
tionalism.   Interested persons can contact Sara Jean Jack-
son: sjj10223@gmail.com.   
 

LAMBETH STUDY ñKeatan King leads young adults 
in  study on the first Monday of the month evening at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom. It is a time of study, reflection, and prayer. 
If you would like more details, email Keatan at: 

 keatan@saintphilip.net. 
  

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY ñ Wednesday Bible study 
with John Wurster meets weekly at 9:30 a.m., and is a hy-
brid format with an in-person option in the Office Confer-
ence Room and also a Zoom option. Bible novices, Bible 
experts, and everyone in between is welcome to join us as 
we look at the lectionary passages for the coming Sunday! 
To get on the list for the Zoom link, send a note to: 

 john@saintphilip.net.  
   

WOMENõS MONTHLY BOOK CLUBñ

 The next meeting is April 9 at 7:00 
PM. First Lie Wins by Ashley Elston. Please watch your 
email for details about location. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Nina Lambright at:  
nnl@lambrightlaw.com.  
  

PRESBYTERIAN MENõS WEEKLY FELLOW-
SHIPñ  Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this 
self-led group. The Menõs Weekly Fellowship meets each 
Friday in person in the office Conference Room and via 
Zoom at 11:45 a.m.  We are beginning to study òShort Sto-
ries by Jesusó by Amy-Jill Levine. If you would like to join 
them please contact Gary Gardner at:  

ggardne148@aol.com. 
 

WHO ARE WE ANYWAY?ñRoom 202ñWhatõs a 
Presbyterian to think and do amidst the growing influence 
of a brand of Christianity that is increasingly aggressive and 
political, strident and cruel? Join us for an exploration and 
affirmation of Presbyterian beliefs as we study Being Presby-
terian in a Dysvangelical America,a new book from Presbyteri-
an ministers Ted Foote and Alex Thornburg. Keatan King 
and John Wurster lead discussions of the book during the 
Sunday School hour through April 19. 

mailto:sjj10223@gmail.com
mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Lambeth%20Study
mailto:john@saintphilip.net
mailto:nnl@lambrightlaw.com?subject=Women's%20Book%20Club
mailto:ggardne148@aol.com?subject=Men's%20Fellowship
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Reverend Paul Timothy Roberts Sr.  
 President of the Justice Center for Sacred Theological Studies 

Atlanta, Georgia 
The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee and the Church and Society Class and the Innovation and Vitality Committee 
of Presbytery of the New Covenant invite you to join us as Rev. Paul Roberts leads us in exploring how we can embody jus-
tice by embracing the prophetic call to disrupt systems of exclusion and inequality within and beyond the church. 
 

Details and registration will be shared through the Tuesday Connect and the St. Philip Presbyterian Church website. 

Saturday, May 16 
Sacred Disruption:  Faith-Rooted Practices  

for Living in Today's World of Chaos. 
9:30-1:00 

Sunday, May 17 
Sacred Disruption: Faith-Rooted 

Practices for Justice-Oriented Christian Education 
9:30-10:45 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
Thursday Evening CircleñMay7ñmeets 1st Thursday 

of each month at 7 p.m. in the Dining Room.  
Megan Sankowski  -  megansankowski@hotmail.com  

 

Monday Morning SaintsñApril 13ñmeets 2nd Monday 
of each month at 10 a.m. in the Dining Room. 

Tricia Tolbert phtolbert@gmail.com 
 

The Hallmark CircleñApril 8ñmeets 2nd Wednesday 
of each month at 1:30 p.m.  

Text Sue Shirley-Howard at 713-683-8139 for more infor-
mation. 

 

Sunday CircleñApril 19ñmeets 3rd Sunday of each 
month after worship in the Dining Room. 

Jan Meyer jsmeyer9990@gmail.com 
 

One More Chance Study for EveryoneñApril 26ñ
Meets 4th Sunday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Library.  

Lee Ardell leeardell@gmail.com 

Youõre Invited 
Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee Meeting 

Sunday, April 12 
Right after Worship 

Room 205 
No need to PSVP, just show up! 

Questions?  
Contact Denise Wilborn, moderator,  

dwilborn55@gmail.com 

Looking for Female Roommate  
The Presbyterian heritage trip to Scot-
land June 15-27 is just around the cor-
ner.  Ada Fuller is looking for new 
roommate for the trip. If you are inter-

ested contact her at: amariepoet@gmail.com  
 

This is a tour for choir and congregation (and friends), we 
will have opportunities see a number of sites from the 
Reformation period and explore more deeply the remarka-
ble life of John Knox. Each day has been designed to in-
clude spiritual and historic sites as well as time to enjoy the 
landscape, people, culture, and cuisine of Scotland.  The 
choir will present two concerts in the course of our trip. 
Anyone who would like to be a part of the "touring choir" 
is welcome - or you can join me in the audience! 
 

We are partnering with St. Cecilia Tours, a local travel gen-
cy that Justin has had previous experience with. I've been 
impressed by their care in preparing our itinerary. 
 

The brochure for the trip is available here.  

Joseph Haydnõs The Creation to life. This vivid, awe-
inspiring oratorio filled with soaring vocal lines, powerful 
orchestration, and radiant harmonies, captures the gran-
deur and wonder of the creation of the world. 
 

From the chaos before creation to the triumphant arrival 
of light, land, and life, Haydnõs Creation is a sweeping mu-
sical journey that blends drama, joy, and divine inspiration.  
 

For more information about Haydnõs can be found here. 

mailto:megansankowski@hotmail.com?subject=PW%20Thursday
mailto:phtolbert@gmail.com?subject=Monday%20Morning%20Saints
mailto:jsmeyer9990@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20PW%20Cirlce
mailto:leeardell@gmail.com
mailto:amariepoet@gmail.com
https://www.stcecilia.co/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/files.constantcontact.com/3f651449201/9aade726-8772-4dfb-bcbe-99a62424a196.pdf
https://houstonsymphony.org/haydn-creation-sistine-chapel-music-2/
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May Birthdays 

Gordon Education Launches 2026 Summer Filmmaking Camps  
Gordon Education, a recipient of a couple of CMEF grants, is a nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering young 
voices through the art of filmmaking. Dan Gordon, who has visited our Church and Society class several times recent years, 
has taught film workshops in schools, museums, and juvenile justice centers across Houston. Gordon Education is excit-
ed to announce its 2026 Summer Film Camps, offering four immersive programs for young creatives aged 9 to 17. Each 
filmmaking camp focuses on a different genre: Historical, Changemakers, Documentary, and Narrative Fiction, al-
lowing aspiring filmmakers to explore the art of cinema from multiple perspectives while developing their own voice. All 
camps offer a range of experiences from production to on-camera acting, and conclude with a red-carpet film premiere for 
family and friends. Prior experience is not required to enroll in any filmmaking camp. Registration is now open.  Space is limited, 
and scholarships are available. More information can be found at: https://www.gordoneducation.org/summer-camps 
Questions, comments, or inquiries? Contact us at camp@gordoneducation.org  or (713) 906-3638. 

 Name Date 

Jan Meyer 2 

Trisha Young 2 

John Hartman 3 

Paul Jackson 4 

Peg Palisin 7 

Allison Newport 8 

Phoebe Murphy 8 

Holly Tanton 10 

Eleanor Kimbro 12 

John Webster 13 

Deb Burks 14 

Chili Lewis 14 

Nancy Cook 16 

Olga Lewis 21 

Kathryn Harwood 21 

Skip Britton 22 

Hope Wilmarth 23 

Cara Biddle 26 

Nathan Carlin 27 

Charles Lucas 29 

Tom Hall 30 

Florence Bunch 30 

Denis Martin 31 

https://www.gordoneducation.org/summer-camps
mailto:camp@gordoneducation.org
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Immigration - Stay Informed on Current Actions and Resources  
 

Cara Biddle is a member of St. Philip and a fellow member of the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee, as well as the 
Social Justice Study Group. Because of the high interest expressed by many congregation members, she is starting a group 
text message and email chain focused on immigration enforcement to share information about opportunities in Houston to 
support our migrant communities in the face of ICE threats. This will include volunteer efforts, accompaniment requests, 
protests, and other ways to show up for our community as needs arise. Cara will also maintain a shared prayer list for those 
impacted by immigration enforcement. 
 

If you would like to be included, please email Cara at cguernsey11@gmail.com with your phone number or email address. 
Additionally, please reach out if you have any questions or would like additional information. 
 

Letõs pray with our feet.  

Houston Immigration Updates and Actions  
 

At the recent Community Empowerment and Education Meeting presented by FIEL Houston (https://
fielhouston.org/) hosted by the congregation of San Pablo + Trinity Presbyterian Church, I experienced 
both meaningful learning and genuine hospitality. The congregation created a space where people felt safe to 
gather, ask questions, and share their stories. It was a powerful reminder of what it looks like to live out our 
faith by opening doors and acting neighborly. 
 

FIEL Houston is one of the largest immigration rights organizations in Houston. Abraham Espinosa, one of 
the FIEL Houston Founders, shared with us statistics on immigration in the U.S. and specifically in Houston. Sharing from 
both data and his personal experiences, he highlighted how complex and often inaccessible the immigration system can be, 
with limited legal pathways that are costly and can take decades. Furthermore, it became real just how devastating and desta-
bilizing detention and deportation are, often leading to family separation and significant financial distress when navigating the 
legal system. 
 

We also heard how current immigration enforcement practices are shaping the daily lives of our neighbors. Reports of racial 
profiling, collaboration between local law enforcement and immigration authorities, and unconstitutional law enforcement 
practices have created a climate of fear, where many people are afraid to seek help, even in emergencies. As Abraham shared, 
some people would rather endure crime, particularly in cases of domestic violence, than risk contacting police for fear of 
deportation of oneself, a loved one, or a breadwinner.  
 

In response, FIEL Houston is helping equip families with practical tools, such as emergency planning, legal counsel, and edu-
cation about constitutional rights, so they can be better prepared in the face of uncertainty. Abraham shared the following 
advice for anyone concerned about detention and deportation: 
 

* Prior to possible detainment: 
1. Come up with a family plan (ex. childcare plan if detained, put all important documents in one location known to the 

whole family) 
2. Save financial resources (it costs approximately $7,000 for an immigration bond; and approximately $7,000 retainer for 

immigration lawyer) 
3. Seek legal counsel about immigration status now, prior to detainment (be careful about predatory lawyers and fraud!) 
 

* If you are detained: 
1. You must legally give the officer your 1) legal name 2) date of birth and 3) address. Then you can exercise your Fifth 

Amendment right to remain silent. FIEL Houston provides cards that you can print and give to an officer stating your 
rights and your decision to exercise them. 

2. Do not sign any documents or papers without a lawyer present. Forms and checklist for family preparation plans and 
documents to have at the ready are available at the Peacemaking and Social Justice table each Sunday in the Gathering 
Area. There are also cards stating your rights if detained by I.C.E. available. Please take some for yourself and to share 
with others.  

 

How can we help as allies? 
As a person of faith, I feel called to respond with love and compassion for our 
neighbors, which, to me, means action right now. Abraham shared several ways to 
support our migrant neighbors, in part through FIEL Houston: 
1. We can hold ICE accountable by recording interactions in public places from a safe distance, which is our constitutional 

right. Follow all directions given. Narrate as you record. 
2. We can ask the local government to protect our neighbors and re-strengthen community relationships to keep people 

mailto:cguernsey11@gmail.com
https://fielhouston.org/
https://fielhouston.org/
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Be A Voter!!  
May Matters!! 

May 26th Runoff Elections 
Whatõs on the ballot? 
Here are the statewide Republican runoffs: 

¶ U.S. Senate: John Cornyn and Ken Paxton 

¶ Texas attorney general: Mayes Middleton and Chip Roy 

¶ Texas Railroad Commission: Jim Wright and Bo French 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Place 3: Alison Fox and Thomas Smith 
Here are the statewide Democratic runoffs: 

¶ Lieutenant governor: Vikki Goodwin and Marcos Vélez 
Attorney general: Nathan Johnson and Joe Jaworski 
What dates do I need to know? 

¶ April 27 is the last day to register to vote and to submit an address change for the runoff elections. Read more 
about voter registration here. 

¶ May 15 is the last day to apply to vote by mail. This option is limited in Texas. Read more about who qualifies 
to vote by mail and the process here. 

¶ Early voting in person is May 18-22. Read more about early voting here. 

¶ Election Day ð the last day to vote in person and to return a ballot by mail is May 26. Read more about Election 
Day voting here and about voting by mail in here. 

¶ Also check your local school districts for possible upcoming school board elections. Dates may vary from the 
runoff elction dates. 

 
Reference Texas Tribuneõs March 18, 2026 article (https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-
2026/) for additional voter registration information. Also reference VOTE411 (https://www.vote411.org/) for your May 
ballot search by address. There may be some runoff elections in your county. Stay informed! 

safe, including advocating with FIEL and other local groups and advocates at Houston City Council Meetings. 
3. Local business owners can consider paying for the FIEL Houston membership for employees, which covers electronic 

document scanning, consultation with an attorney, childcare letters, and more ($60 per year or $220 per year for family of 
three or more) (contact FIEL Houston if interested https://fielhouston.org/).  

4. We can organize food drives, fundraisers, outreach events or workshops in support of our migrant communities and 
FIEL. 

 

FIEL Houston also offers many volunteer opportunities, including, but not limited to, their Community Observer Program, 
voter registration efforts, and opportunities to offer professional skills (e.g., office work, pro bono legal work). They are also 
seeking dedicated, trained volunteers who can commit four to eight hours per week. If you are interested in any volunteer 
opportunities at FIEL, please fill out the volunteer interest form. You can also sign up for their newsletter for events, train-
ings, and volunteer needs. 
 

Just as importantly, we can continue to be a community of welcome, advocating for dignity, building relationships, and en-
suring our church is a place where all people feel seen, safe, and supported. I am signing up to take action, and I look forward 
to seeing what our church, Houston, and this world can become as we practice neighboring. 

Cara Biddle, 
Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee Member 

 
5 Calls is the easiest and most effective way for US con-
stituents to make a political impact, and calling your con-
gressperson is the most effective way to influence policy 

(https://5calls.org/why-calling-works/). Whatõs im-
portant to you? 5 Calls provides you with a script with 

detailed talking points and tells you who to call based on 
your location. 

Go to https://5calls.org/ 

https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-voter-registration
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-mail-in-voting
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-voting-in-person
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-voting-in-person
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-mail-in-voting
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/
https://www.vote411.org/
https://fielhouston.org/
https://5calls.org/


 10 

 

Saint Philippians Near and Far  
Saint Philippians near and far, individually, as a group, among friends, and among strangers participated in No Kings 3 on Sat-
urday, March 28. The richness of diversity was apparent wherever one looked - including diversity of social justice causes and 
the organizations addressing those causes. Next time you hear someone say òWe are a divided countryó ask yourself òwho 
benefits when that is said over and over again?ó And who benefits when this is believed, echoed, and repeated? Evidence of 
unity and community and neighboring was apparent and affirming on March 28th. The day was full of an amazing sense of 
energy, joy, community, and gratitude. 
 

Photos of church members, friends, and family from Houston, Galveston, and Katy, Texas;  Arlington, Massachusetts...and 
beyond!!  


