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Preparing for Morning Worship

This Sunday morning, Pastor Milgate will preach on Christian Endurance from the Gospel
according to Luke. Take some time to read and think about this text as we approach the
preaching of God’s Word.

John 18:1-8 (English Standard Version)

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose

heart. >He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected
man. > And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me jus-
tice against my adversary.” * For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though |
neither fear God nor respect man, > yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give
her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”” ® And the Lord

said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. ' And will not God give justice to his elect, who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? ®1 tell you, he will give justice to
them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”




Songs, Hymns and Spiritual Songs

...Address one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for
everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, submitting to one

another out of reverence for Christ.
Ephesians 5:19-21

Immortal Invisible God Only Wise
Hosanna (Praise is Rising)

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder
Lord, | Need You

Eternal Weight of Glory

Approaching Worship

Before coming to God’s house to hear His Word, prepare yourself and your family with prayer.
The Puritans said we should dress our bodies for worship and our souls with prayer.

Pray for:

e The conversion of sinners

o The edification of saints

o The glorification of God'’s triune name

« Listening ears and understanding hearts

e Anoutpouring of the Spirit’s conviction, quickening, humbling, and comforting power to
work through God'’s ordinances (Preaching, prayer, sacraments) in the fulfillment of His

promises.

-from “The Family at Church” by Joel R. Beeke



Liturgy Focus

Prelude

Call to Worship

Gathering Hymn

God’s Greeting

Song of Adoration

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Assurance of Pardon

Song of Assurance

Pastoral Prayer

Offering

Children’s Blessing

Sermon

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Response

Parting Words

Doxology

Postlude

Author Bryan Chappell writes about the Call to Worship in
his book Christ-Centered Worship:

“The Call to Worship exhorts God’s people to turn from
worldly distractions and to focus hearts, minds and actions
on revering him.”

He goes to make 3 points concerning the Call to Worship:

1. God calls us to worship — We do not invite him, he
invites us to “Come before him.” It would be very
inappropriate to begin a worship service with “Here | Am
to Worship”. God initiates, we respond.

2. God calls us to respond to his revelation — This pattern
established by the Call to Worship shapes the rest of
the worship service. When God speaks, it is our privi-
lege to respond appropriately in praise, prayer, re-
pentance, testimony, encouragement of others
and service to what he declares about himself.

3. God calls us to respond to his redemption — the Call to
Worship necessarily and simultaneously commends
God’s worthiness and consoles us in our unworthi-
ness. We are already hearing the gospel in the first
moments of the worship service. We are reminded
that God in his grace initiated a relationship with us
and in his grace “now compels our response of wor-
ship.”

Are you seeing the magnitude of what is going on here
even with this short but all-important element of worship?
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Lord’s Day 4

Q&AH9

Q. But doesn’t God do us an injustice
by requiring in his law
what we are unable to do?

A. No, God created human beings with the ability to keep the law.!

They, however, provoked by the devil 2
in willful disobedience,’

robbed themselves and all their descendants of these gifts.*

1 Gen. 1:31; Eph. 4:24
2 Gen. 3:13; John 8:44
3 Gen. 3:6

4 Rom. 5:12, 18, 19

Q&A10

Q. Does God permit
such disobedience and rebellion
to go unpunished?

A. Certainly not.

God is terribly angry

with the sin we are born with

as well as the sins we personally commit.



Lord’s Day 3

As a just judge,
God will punish them both now and in eternity,’
having declared:

“Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey
all the things written in the book of the law.”?

1 Ex. 34:7; Ps. 5:4-6; Nah. 1:2; Rom. 1:18; Eph. 5:6; Heb. 9:27
2 Gal. 3:10; Deut. 27:26

Q&A11
Q. But isn’t God also merciful?

A. God is certainly merciful,’

but also just.’

God'’s justice demands

that sin, committed against his supreme majesty,
be punished with the supreme penalty—

eternal punishment of body and soul.?

1 Ex. 34:6-7; Ps. 103:8-9
2 Ex. 34:7; Deut. 7:9-11; Ps. 5:4-6; Heb. 10:30-31
3 Matt. 25:35-46



