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Section I. Purpose, Authority, and Scope

A. Purpose of This Document

Christian Chaplains & Coaching (CCC) affirms historic, evangelical, Protestant
Christian orthodoxy as summarized in our Statement of Faith. However, experience
has shown that agreement with a statement of faith alone does not always ensure
true doctrinal alignment in teaching, ministry practice, or application.

This document exists to clarify how CCC understands, interprets, teaches, and
applies biblical doctrine in real ministry contexts and secular settings. Its purpose is
not to replace our Statement of Faith, but to supplement it by providing necessary
explanation and application where doctrinal language may otherwise be affirmed in
form while redefined or contradicted in practice.

CCC therefore holds that doctrinal alignment is demonstrated not merely by verbal
or written assent, but by consistent agreement in belief, teaching, practice, and
application, particularly in matters that affect one’s understanding of the Gospel,
salvation, the nature of God, the authority of Scripture, and eternal destiny.

B. Authority

CCC affirms the Bible alone as the inspired, sufficient, and final authority for all
matters of faith, doctrine, and Christian living. Scripture is to be interpreted
according to its historical, grammatical, and contextual meaning under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Accordingly:

« No extra-biblical writings, prophetic claims, denominational traditions, or
ecclesiastical authorities may supplement, correct, or override Scripture.

o CCCrejects any doctrinal framework that assigns binding authority to
writings or teachings outside the sixty-six books of the Bible.

o All doctrinal clarification and application within this document flows directly
from Scripture as understood within historic evangelical Christianity.



C. Scope and Application

This document applies to all individuals seeking or holding credentials with
Christian Chaplains & Coaching, including applicants for Ordained Chaplain,
Member Chaplain, and Ordained Pastor status.

Because CCC is an ecclesiastical ministry, an “Association of Churches” that teaches,
trains, ordains, and endorses individuals for Gospel ministry, doctrinal alignment is
essential. This alignment extends beyond the individual applicant to include their
teaching, ministry practice, and the doctrinal positions of their local church and
denomination where those positions materially affect belief and practice.

CCC recognizes different levels of relationship within the broader Body of Christ.
While CCC gladly affirms fellowship with all who trust in Christ alone for salvation,
ordination and endorsement represent a higher level of trust, accountability, and
alignment. For this reason:

« Ordination of Chaplain and/or Pastor requires the highest level of doctrinal
agreement and application.

o Member Chaplain status may be extended in limited cases where full
ordination alignment is not present or the candidate is not ready for it,
subject to clear restrictions and accountability.

o Doctrinal positions that materially alter the Gospel, redefine salvation, deny
essential biblical teachings, or introduce extra-biblical authority are
incompatible with ordination and membership through CCC.

D. Relationship to the Statement of Faith

This document follows the order and content of CCC’s Statement of Faith. Each
subsequent section addresses a specific doctrinal belief and provides clarification
regarding its biblical meaning, acceptable interpretations, and required application
in teaching and ministry.

Where differences exist among Christian traditions, CCC defines its own
understanding and expectations clearly, graciously, and firmly. Applicants and
members are expected to understand, affirm, and submit to these doctrinal
applications as a condition of credentialing and continued good standing.



This document is authoritative for CCC credentialing decisions and is subject to
review and application by the CCC Board of Directors and Ordination Council.

Section II. Application of Doctrine: Statement of
Faith

The Bible

We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the
original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has
supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct.

The Bible has 66 books

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms that the Bible alone is God’s written
revelation and is sufficient to reveal all truth necessary for salvation, doctrine,
spiritual formation, and faithful Christian living.

The inspiration of Scripture extends to all sixty six books of the Old and New
Testaments. Scripture is internally consistent, authoritative, and trustworthy in all
that it affirms. While faithful teachers, creeds, councils, traditions, and documents
such as this one may help explain and apply Scripture, they do not possess
independent or equal authority.

Scripture is to be interpreted according to its historical context, grammatical
structure, literary genre, and original intent, under the illumination of the Holy
Spirit. CCC affirms a plain sense reading of Scripture that honors context and
resists allegorical, speculative, or revisionist interpretations that contradict the clear
teaching of the text.

CCC further recognizes that within historic evangelical Christianity there are
secondary doctrinal differences that arise from sincere attempts to interpret
Scripture faithfully. CCC allows for such differences where they do not materially
alter the authority of Scripture, the nature of the Gospel, the means of salvation, or
essential Christian doctrine.



Accordingly, CCC permits charitable differences of interpretation in areas including,
but not limited to:

o The mode and timing of baptism, including believer's baptism and
paedobaptism, provided baptism is not taught as a means of salvation.

« The present manifestation of charismatic or sign gifts, provided such views
do not require evidence of gifts such as speaking in tongues as proof of
salvation or elevate experience above Scripture or introduce extra biblical
authority.

o Theological frameworks commonly described as Reformed or Wesleyan,
provided salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone is fully
affirmed.

These differences are considered secondary and non-essential and do not preclude
ordination or membership when held within biblical boundaries and taught with
humility, charity, and fidelity to Scripture.

However, differences of interpretation that materially affect the authority of
Scripture, redefine the Gospel, alter the nature of salvation, deny essential biblical
teaching, or introduce binding extra biblical authority are not acceptable within CCC
credentialed ministry.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC ordained pastors, ordained chaplains, and member chaplains are required
to affirm and operate under the full sufficiency and final authority of Scripture in all
aspects of teaching, counseling, chaplaincy care, preaching, discipleship, and
spiritual guidance.

Accordingly:

o Scripture must be the primary source for doctrine, ethics, and spiritual
counsel.

o CCC members may not teach, promote, or rely upon extra biblical revelation
as authoritative for doctrine or practice.



« Personal experiences, impressions, visions, prophetic claims, or
denominational writings may not be presented as doctrinally binding or
equal to Scripture.

« Insecular settings, Scripture must inform our members worldview and
theological framework, even when explicit biblical teaching is not verbally
expressed by that setting.

CCC members are expected to demonstrate discernment, humility, and fidelity to
Scripture when serving in pluralistic or secular environments, without
compromising biblical truth or introducing unbiblical authority structures.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination through Christian
Chaplains and Coaching:

« Assigning doctrinal authority to writings, traditions, or prophetic figures
outside the sixty-six books of the Bible.

« Teaching that Scripture is incomplete, evolving, changing, or requires
supplementation or updating to reveal essential truth.

« Reinterpreting clear biblical teaching through the lens of later revelations,
denominational distinctives, or cultural pressures.

« Subordinating Scripture to church tradition, ecclesiastical authority, or
personal spiritual experience.

Such positions undermine the sufficiency and authority of Scripture and materially
affect doctrine, teaching, and ministry practice. While CCC respects the right of
other Christian groups to hold differing views, these positions are not compatible
with ordination or endorsement through this ministry.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

Affirmation of the authority and sufficiency of Scripture is foundational to all CCC
credentials.

Ordained Pastors and Ordained Chaplains must fully affirm and consistently apply
this doctrine without qualification.



Member Chaplains must affirm the authority of Scripture and agree not to teach or
promote any doctrine that contradicts or supplements biblical authority while
serving under CCC credentials.

Failure to maintain doctrinal fidelity to Scripture may result in denial of application,
restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board of Directors
and Ordination Council.

The Trinity

We believe there are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, and these three are one true, eternal God, the same in substance, equal in power
and glory, although distinguished by their personal properties.

This is NOT modalism, but trinitarianism.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms the historic doctrine of the Trinity as
essential to biblical Christianity. God eternally exists as one God in three distinct
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each person is fully God, coequal and
coeternal, sharing the same divine essence, yet personally distinct.

The doctrine of the Trinity is not a later theological invention but is revealed
throughout Scripture. The Father is identified as God, the Son is identified as God,
and the Holy Spirit is identified as God, while Scripture consistently affirms that
there is only one God. CCC affirms this mystery as revealed truth, not as a logical
contradiction, and rejects any attempt to reduce or rationalize the triune nature of
God.

CCC explicitly rejects modalism, which teaches that God merely appears in different
modes or roles rather than existing eternally as three distinct persons. CCC also
rejects tritheism, which denies the unity of the Godhead by asserting three
separate gods.

A biblical understanding of the Trinity is foundational to worship, prayer, salvation,
and Christian identity. The Gospel itself depends upon the Trinitarian work of God,
the Father who sends, the Son who redeems, and the Holy Spirit who regenerates
and sanctifies.



B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC ordained pastors, ordained chaplains, and member chaplains are required
to affirm and uphold the doctrine of the Trinity in belief, teaching, and ministry
practice.

Accordingly:

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit must each be acknowledged and honored
as fully God.

Teaching, preaching, counseling, and chaplaincy care must not present distorted or
diminished views of the nature of God.

CCC members must not teach or promote non-Trinitarian views, including
modalism, Arianism, Unitarianism, or any theology that denies the full deity of the
Son or the Holy Spirit.

In secular and pluralistic settings, CCC members are expected to maintain a
Trinitarian theological framework, even when explicit doctrinal instruction is not
appropriate in the context of care.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Denial of the Trinity as revealed in Scripture.

Teaching that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are merely roles, manifestations, or
created beings.

Denial of the full deity or eternal existence of Jesus Christ.
Denial of the full deity or personhood of the Holy Spirit.
Redefinition of God in ways inconsistent with historic Trinitarian Christianity.

Such views materially alter the nature of God and the Gospel and are therefore
incompatible with CCC ordination and endorsement.



D. Ordination and Membership Implications

Affirmation of the doctrine of the Trinity is essential for all CCC credentials.

Ordained Pastors and Ordained Chaplains must fully affirm and teach Trinitarian
doctrine without qualification.

Member Chaplains must affirm the doctrine of the Trinity and agree not to teach or
promote non-Trinitarian theology while serving under CCC credentials.

Failure to maintain fidelity to Trinitarian doctrine may result in denial of application,
restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board of Directors
and Ordination Council.

God the Father

We believe in God, the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom,
power and love. We believe He is a member of the trinitarian understanding of God. We
believe that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of each person, that He hears
and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through
Jesus Christ.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms God the Father as the first person of the
Trinity, fully God, eternal, uncreated, and equal in essence, power, and glory with
the Son and the Holy Spirit. God the Father is not a projection of human fatherhood
but is the eternal source of all that exists and the loving initiator of redemption.

Scripture reveals God the Father as holy, righteous, sovereign, wise, and loving. He
is personal and relational, not distant or impersonal. He actively governs creation,

sustains life, and is deeply concerned with humanity. His love is not permissive or

indulgent but is holy, purposeful, righteous, and redemptive.

God the Father mercifully draws sinners to Himself through Jesus Christ. He hears
and answers prayer according to His will and invites believers into a relationship of
trust, dependence, obedience, and worship. Access to the Father is made possible
through the atoning work and intercession of the Son.



CCC affirms that a biblical understanding of God the Father shapes prayer, worship,
trust, obedience, and pastoral care. A distorted view of the Father leads to distorted
spirituality and undermines the Gospel.

Christian Chaplains and Coaching further affirms the absolute sovereignty of God
the Father over all creation, history, and human affairs. God reigns supreme and
accomplishes His purposes according to His will, wisdom, and timing, without
limitation or dependence upon human action. Nothing occurs outside of His
knowledge, authority, or permissive will. God’s sovereignty is neither arbitrary nor
detached, but is exercised in perfect holiness, justice, wisdom, and love. While
Scripture affirms human responsibility and genuine moral choice, it also clearly
teaches that God remains fully sovereign in salvation, providence, judgment, and
redemption. CCC affirms this doctrine as a source of comfort, confidence, humility,
and trust, especially in suffering, uncertainty, and pastoral care.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC ordained pastors, ordained chaplains, and member chaplains are required
to affirm and teach a biblical understanding of God the Father as revealed in
Scripture.

Accordingly:
God the Father must be presented as holy, loving, sovereign, and personally

engaged in the lives of His people.

Teaching and ministry must avoid portraying God the Father as either harsh and
distant or permissive and indulgent.

Prayer and spiritual care should reflect confidence in God’s mercy, wisdom, and
faithfulness.

CCC members must not promote views of God the Father that deny His holiness,
justice, sovereignty, or loving concern for humanity.

In chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling contexts, CCC members should help
those under their care understand God the Father as trustworthy, compassionate,
and faithful, without misrepresenting His character or minimizing the necessity of
reconciliation through Christ.



C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Denial of God the Father as a distinct person within the Trinity.

Teaching that God the Father is impersonal, unknowable, or uninvolved in human
affairs.

Portraying God the Father in ways that contradict His holiness, justice, or love as
revealed in Scripture.

Teaching universal salvation apart from repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

Any theology that denies the necessity of Christ as the only means by which sinners
are reconciled to the Father.

Such views materially alter the nature of God and the Gospel and are incompatible
with CCC ordination and endorsement.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

Affirmation of the biblical doctrine of God the Father is essential for all CCC
credentials.

Ordained Pastors, Ordained and Member Chaplains must fully affirm and
consistently teach this doctrine without qualification. Members must affirm this
doctrine and agree not to teach or promote views of God the Father that contradict
Scripture while serving under CCC credentials.

Failure to maintain fidelity to this doctrine may result in denial of application,
restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board of Directors
and Ordination Council.

God the Son, Jesus Christ

We believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
member of the trinitarian understanding of God. We believe in His virgin birth, sinless
life, miracles and teachings. We believe He is equal to God and is in fact God in person.
We believe in His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into
heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth.



A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms the full deity and full humanity of Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who took on human flesh without
ceasing to be God. He is not a created being, a lesser god, or merely a moral
teacher, but God incarnate, fully divine and fully human.

Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a
sinless life in perfect obedience to the Father and revealed the character and will of
God through His teachings and miracles. His life and ministry authenticate His
identity as the promised Messiah and Son of God.

CCC affirms that Jesus Christ died a substitutionary atoning death on the cross,
bearing the penalty for sin on behalf of sinners. His death satisfied the justice of
God and secured redemption for all who repent and believe. His resurrection was
bodily and historical, demonstrating His victory over sin and death and confirming
the truth of the Gospel.

Jesus Christ ascended bodily into heaven and now reigns at the right hand of the
Father, where He continually intercedes for His people. He will personally and
visibly return to earth at the appointed time to judge the living and the dead and to
consummate His kingdom.

A biblical understanding of Jesus Christ is central to salvation, worship, discipleship,
and ministry. Any distortion of the person or work of Christ undermines the Gospel
itself.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC ordained pastors, ordained chaplains, and member chaplains are required
to affirm and teach the biblical doctrine of Jesus Christ as fully God and fully man.

Accordingly:
Jesus Christ must be proclaimed as the only Savior and Lord.

Teaching and ministry must clearly affirm the incarnation, sinless life,
substitutionary atonement, bodily resurrection, ascension, and future return of
Christ.



CCC members must not teach or promote views that deny or diminish the deity,
humanity, or saving work of Jesus Christ.

In chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must maintain
Christ centered theology even when explicit doctrinal instruction is not appropriate,
ensuring that care flows from a biblical understanding of who Christ is and what He
has accomplished.

Christ must remain central to the Gospel message and must not be reduced to an
example, ethic, or spiritual guide apart from His redemptive work.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Denial of the full deity or full humanity of Jesus Christ.

Teaching that Jesus Christ is a created being, lesser god, or merely a moral teacher
or prophet.

Denial of the virgin birth, bodily resurrection, or bodily return of Christ.

Denial of substitutionary atonement or redefinition of the cross as merely
exemplary or symbolic.

Teaching that salvation may be obtained apart from faith in Jesus Christ alone.

Such positions materially alter the Gospel and are incompatible with CCC
ordination and endorsement.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

Affirmation of the biblical doctrine of Jesus Christ is essential for all CCC credentials.

Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains, and Member Chaplains must fully affirm
and consistently teach this doctrine without qualification. All members affirm this
doctrine and agree not to teach or promote views of Christ that contradict Scripture
while serving under CCC credentials.



Failure to maintain fidelity to the doctrine of Christ may result in denial of
application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board
of Directors and Ordination Council.

God the Holy Spirit

We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the
world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all
who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe He is a member of the trinitarian understanding
of God. We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, and that He is an
abiding helper, teacher and guide.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms the full deity and personhood of the Holy
Spirit as the third person of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force,
influence, or power, but a divine person who is coequal and coeternal with the
Father and the Son.

The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son and actively works in the
world to convict of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He is the agent of
regeneration, bringing new life to those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ. He
sanctifies believers, progressively conforming them to the image of Christ, and
empowers them for faithful living and effective ministry.

CCC affirms that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer at the moment of salvation.
His presence is not reserved for a special class of Christians nor dependent upon
spiritual maturity, emotional experience, or the manifestation of particular gifts.
The indwelling Holy Spirit is the assurance of salvation and the source of guidance,
comfort, conviction, and spiritual growth.

The Holy Spirit serves as an abiding helper, teacher, and guide, illuminating
Scripture and enabling believers to understand and apply God's truth. His work
always aligns with Scripture and glorifies Jesus Christ. Those who live under the
influence and direction of the Holy Spirit will grow in progressive sanctification,
produce the Fruit of the Spirit in increasing measure, and demonstrate new life in
Christ as the Holy Spirit grows in each believer’s life.



B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC ordained pastors, ordained chaplains, and member chaplains are required
to affirm and teach the biblical doctrine of the Holy Spirit.

Accordingly:
The Holy Spirit must be acknowledged and honored as fully God and fully personal.

Teaching and ministry must affirm the Holy Spirit's role in giftings, conviction,
regeneration, sanctification, and empowerment.

CCC members must not teach or promote views that deny the personhood or deity
of the Holy Spirit.

The work of the Holy Spirit must always be presented in harmony with Scripture
and never in contradiction to it.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains are to rely
upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit while exercising discernment, humility, and
fidelity to Scripture.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Denial of the full deity or personhood of the Holy Spirit.
Teaching that the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force or energy.

Teaching that only certain believers receive the Holy Spirit or that His indwelling is
dependent upon specific spiritual experiences or manifestations: Such as asserting
that certain sign and miracle gifts like “Speaking in tongues,” or “Miraculous
healing,” must be demonstrated to prove one is genuinely saved.

Teaching that the Holy Spirit provides new revelation that supersedes or
contradicts Scripture.

Elevating spiritual experience or manifestations above biblical authority.

Such views distort the work of the Holy Spirit and undermine the authority of
Scripture and the Gospel.



D. Ordination and Membership Implications

Affirmation of the biblical doctrine of the Holy Spirit is essential for all CCC
credentials.

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree not to teach or
promote views that contradict Scripture while serving under CCC credentials. Those
serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently teach and uphold this
doctrine without qualification.

Failure to maintain fidelity to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit may result in denial of
application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board
of Directors and Ordination Council.

Regeneration Through Christ Alone

We believe that all people are sinners by nature and by choice and are, therefore, under
condemnation. We believe in salvation alone through Christ alone. We believe that those
who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior are regenerated by the Holy
Spirit and will be forgiven rather than judged. The forgiven will enter into the presence of
God to spend eternity with Him. The judged will be excluded from Him to spend eternity
apart from Him.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms that all humanity is fallen and sinful by
nature and by choice and is therefore under just condemnation before a holy God.
By nature each person is born a sinner; by choice, even when we know what God
commands, we may still choose to disobey Him, which is sin. No person is righteous
before God apart from His saving grace. Sin affects every aspect of human life and
renders all people incapable of saving themselves.

Salvation is entirely the work of God’s grace and is accomplished solely through the
person and work of Jesus Christ. Regeneration is the supernatural work of the Holy
Spirit whereby a sinner is made spiritually alive through repentance and faith in
Christ. This new birth is not achieved by moral effort, religious observance,
sacramental participation, or human decision alone, but by the gracious initiative of
God.



Those who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior are forgiven,
justified, reconciled to God, and adopted into His family. They are no longer under
condemnation and are assured of eternal life in the presence of God. Those who
reject Christ remain under judgment and face eternal separation from God.

CCC affirms that regeneration precedes spiritual growth and good works.
Obedience, discipleship, and transformation are the continuous fruit of salvation,
not the means of attaining it.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC credentialed members are required to affirm and uphold salvation by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone.

Accordingly:

Teaching and ministry must clearly proclaim the Gospel as the only means of
salvation.

Repentance and faith in Jesus Christ must be presented as essential and
nonnegotiable.

No religious act, sacrament, ordinance, or human work may be taught as necessary
for regeneration or justification.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must provide
spiritual care that reflects the truth of the Gospel without coercion, manipulation,
or misrepresentation of salvation. See our policy on proselytizing and ethical
boundaries in evangelism.

CCC members must avoid language or practices that confuse regeneration with
moral improvement, cultural Christianity, or institutional affiliation.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Teaching that salvation is achieved or completed through works, sacraments, or
religious observance.



Teaching that our works are required to maintain our salvation or that it is possible
to lose salvation if enough good works are not produced.

Teaching universal salvation apart from repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.
Teaching that regeneration may occur apart from conscious faith in Christ.

Denying eternal judgment or redefining eternal separation from God in ways that
contradict Scripture.

Such positions materially alter the Gospel and undermine biblical salvation.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree not to teach or
promote views that contradict Scripture while serving under CCC credentials. Those
serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently teach and uphold this
doctrine without qualification.

Failure to maintain fidelity to the doctrine of regeneration through Christ alone may
result in denial of application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials
by the CCC Board of Directors and Ordination Council.

Baptism

Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ. Baptism is not
a requirement for salvation. To those who obey with the instruction to believe and be
baptized, it becomes a sign of their belief in Christ and their fellowship with Him in His
death and resurrection. Baptism is a sign of their being grafted into Christ, for remission
of sins, and their obedient submission to God through Jesus Christ to live and walk in
newness of life. We believe baptism represents the image of our death, burial, and
resurrection into that new life. However, we allow our members to hold to either
paedobaptism or full immersion believer’s baptism.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms baptism as an ordinance instituted by
Jesus Christ for those who have placed their faith in Him. Baptism is an act of
obedience and public identification with Christ and His Church. It symbolizes the



believer's union with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection and their
commitment to walk in newness of life.

CCC affirms that baptism does not confer salvation, regenerate the sinner, or
complete justification. Salvation is received by grace alone through faith alone in
Christ alone. Baptism follows salvation as an outward sign of an inward
transformation accomplished by the Holy Spirit.

CCC recognizes that faithful Christians differ in their understanding of the timing
and mode of baptism. CCC therefore permits both paedobaptism and believer’s
baptism by immersion, provided baptism is not taught or practiced as a means of
salvation and does not replace personal repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

Baptism serves as a visible testimony of faith and incorporation into the covenant
community, but it does not guarantee salvation, spiritual regeneration, or eternal
life apart from genuine faith.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC credentialed members are required to affirm baptism as an ordinance of
obedience rather than a sacrament that imparts salvation.

Accordingly:

Teaching and ministry must clearly distinguish baptism from regeneration and
justification.

Baptism must never be presented as necessary for salvation or as guaranteeing
eternal life.

CCC members may teach and practice either paedobaptism or believer's baptism
by immersion within biblical boundaries and with charity toward differing
convictions.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must avoid
presenting baptism as a requirement for salvation or as a condition for God’s
acceptance.

CCC members must communicate baptism in a way that upholds the Gospel and
avoids confusion regarding salvation by grace.



C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Teaching baptismal regeneration or any doctrine that makes baptism a
requirement for salvation.

Teaching that baptism guarantees forgiveness of sins or entrance into heaven apart
from faith in Christ.

Teaching that infant baptism secures salvation apart from personal faith and
repentance.

Teaching that unbaptized believers are excluded from salvation.
Such positions materially alter the doctrine of salvation and undermine the Gospel.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree not to teach or
promote views that contradict Scripture while serving under CCC credentials. Those
serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently teach and uphold this
doctrine without qualification.

Failure to maintain fidelity to the biblical doctrine of baptism may result in denial of
application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board
of Directors and Ordination Council.

The Church

We believe in the universal church that is made up of all those who believe in Christ
alone for salvation and redemption and are therefore “Born again.” We believe in the
fellowship of the redeemed and the cooperation of local churches and fellow believers to
further the Gospel.

The Church is both evangelical and universal. We are the church.



A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms that the Church is the body of Christ and
is composed of all who have been regenerated through faith in Jesus Christ. The
Church is universal in scope, transcending denominational, cultural, ethnic, and
geographic boundaries, while remaining grounded in shared faith in Christ alone
for salvation.

CCC affirms the essential role of the local church as the primary context for
worship, discipleship, accountability, and mission. While the universal Church
includes all believers, local congregations serve as visible expressions of the body of
Christ and are vital for spiritual growth and faithful Christian living. Our members
must maintain membership in good standing in a local church, in submission to
their pastors/elders.

The Church is evangelical in nature, meaning it is grounded in the authority of
Scripture, centered on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and committed to making
disciples. CCC affirms cooperation among local churches and believers for the
purpose of advancing the Gospel while respecting the autonomy of each local
church.

CCC further affirms that Christian Chaplains and Coaching functions as an
ecclesiastical ministry and an association of churches within the broader body of
Christ. CCC does not replace the local church but exists to support, equip, and
partner with churches in fulfilling the Great Commission. Those churches who
choose to be in a voluntary association with CCC will not exercise authority over our
ministry, nor do we exercise any authority over the local church.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC credentialed members are required to affirm their identity as members of
the body of Christ and to remain actively connected to a local evangelical church.

Accordingly:

CCC members must maintain membership and good standing in a local biblical,
evangelical Protestant church.



Teaching and ministry must affirm the importance of the local church for worship,
discipleship, accountability, and mission.

CCC members must encourage unity within the body of Christ without
compromising biblical truth.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must represent
the Church with integrity and humility while respecting denominational differences
that do not compromise the Gospel.

CCC members must avoid fostering division, isolation from the local church, or a
view of ministry that functions independently from the body of Christ.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions are incompatible with ordination or credentialed ministry
through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Teaching that salvation is mediated exclusively through a particular denomination,
institution, or church.

Teaching that participation in a specific church or organization is required for
salvation.

Denying the necessity or importance of the local church in the life of the believer.

Teaching that ordained ministry or chaplaincy replaces the authority or function of
the local church.

Promoting sectarianism or exclusivism that undermines the unity of the body of
Christ.

Such positions distort the nature of the Church and undermine biblical ecclesiology.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree not to teach or
promote views that contradict Scripture while serving under CCC credentials. Those
serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently teach and uphold this
doctrine without qualification.



Failure to maintain fidelity to the biblical doctrine of the Church may result in denial
of application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC
Board of Directors and Ordination Council.

Christian Conduct

We believe that Christians should live for the glory of God and the well being of others,
that their conduct should be blameless before the world, that they should be faithful
stewards of their possessions, and that they should seek to realize for themselves and
others the full stature of maturity in Christ.

Christian life is lived in community, like family, for the purpose of discipleship. They will
know Christ by your love.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms that Christian conduct flows from a
regenerated life and is the visible fruit of salvation through Jesus Christ. Good
works and holy living do not earn salvation but are the natural outcome of a life
transformed by grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit increasingly over time.

Scripture calls believers to live in a manner worthy of the Gospel, reflecting the
character of Christ in attitudes, speech, relationships, and actions. Christian
conduct is marked by love, humility, integrity, self-control, compassion, and
faithfulness. Believers are called to live lives that honor God and serve others, both
within the Church and before the watching world.

CCC affirms that spiritual maturity is developed within the context of Christian
community. Discipleship is relational and intentional and involves accountability,
encouragement, correction, and growth together in Christ. Love for one another is
a defining mark of authentic Christian faith and witness. Our members must
participate in some form of small group or missional community, on mission
together, like a family, with Jesus.

Faithful stewardship of time, resources, gifts, and influence is an essential aspect of
Christian conduct. Believers are called to use what God has entrusted to them for
His glory and the good of others.



B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC credentialed members are required to pursue a lifestyle that reflects biblical
Christian conduct.

Accordingly:

CCC members must seek to live lives that are above reproach and consistent with
biblical standards of holiness and integrity.

Teaching and ministry must emphasize transformation of life and character as
evidence of genuine faith.

CCC members must demonstrate love, humility, patience, and respect in all
relationships, especially toward those under their care.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must model
Christlike character, exercise appropriate boundaries, and provide care that
promotes the spiritual and emotional well-being of others.

CCC members must practice faithful stewardship of their resources,
responsibilities, and influence, recognizing their role as representatives of Christ
and of Christian Chaplains and Coaching.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions and practices are incompatible with ordination or
credentialed ministry through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Teaching that moral conduct is irrelevant to Christian faith or discipleship.

Promoting a lifestyle that openly contradicts biblical standards of holiness and
obedience or disagrees with the clear teaching of scripture.

Separating personal conduct from public ministry in ways that excuse unbiblical
behavior.

Teaching that spiritual maturity can be achieved apart from Christian community
and accountability.

Using Christian liberty as justification for behavior that brings reproach upon the
Gospel.



Such views undermine Christian witness and discipleship and are incompatible with
CCC ministry standards.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree to live and minister in a
manner consistent with biblical Christian conduct while serving under CCC
credentials. Those serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently
teach and uphold this doctrine without qualification.

Failure to maintain biblical standards of Christian conduct may result in denial of
application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board
of Directors and Ordination Council.

Marriage

We believe that Christian marriage is a sacred institution ordained by God for the well
being of mankind and the propagation of the human race. It is the life long spiritual and
physical union of one man and one woman according to Scripture, and this is the only
valid understanding of marriage. We believe that the terms “male” and “female” are
described in scripture by the historical traditional created and biological definition.

Gender is determined by biological sex. There are two genders, male and female.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms that marriage is established by God as a
sacred covenant between one man and one woman. Marriage is rooted in creation,
affirmed by Scripture, and intended for companionship, mutual support,
faithfulness, and the nurturing of family life. It reflects God's design for human
flourishing and provides a stable foundation for society.

CCC affirms that marriage is both a spiritual and physical union and is intended to
be lifelong. Scripture consistently presents marriage as a covenant relationship
characterized by love, fidelity, sacrifice, and mutual responsibility. Marriage also
serves as a living picture of Christ's relationship with His Church.

CCC affirms that God created humanity as male and female and that gender is
determined by biological sex as established by God at creation. These distinctions



are purposeful and good and are not social constructs or subjective identities.
Biblical teaching on marriage and gender is grounded in God's created order and
revealed will.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry

All CCC credentialed members are required to affirm and uphold the biblical
doctrine of marriage and gender.

Accordingly:

Teaching and ministry must affirm marriage as the lifelong union of one man and
one woman.

Divorce is not the plan or desire of God for His children. The only biblical grounds
for divorce would include Abuse, Adultery, and Abandonment. For those who have
suffered divorce, we offer compassion, forgiveness, and restoration.

CCC members must affirm that gender is determined by biological sex and that
there are two genders, male and female.

CCC members must teach and counsel in ways that reflect biblical truth while
demonstrating compassion, respect, and dignity toward all people, even when their
beliefs or lifestyle are contrary to scripture.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must provide
care that is loving and respectful without affirming beliefs or practices that
contradict Scripture.

CCC members must represent CCC faithfully and must not officiate, endorse, or
promote marriages or unions that fall outside the biblical definition of marriage.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions and practices are incompatible with ordination or
credentialed ministry through Christian Chaplains and Coaching:

Teaching that marriage may exist between persons of the same sex or in any form
other than the union of one man and one woman.

Teaching that gender is fluid, self-determined, or independent of biological sex.



Affirming or promoting sexual relationships outside of biblical marriage.
Redefining marriage in ways that contradict Scripture or historic Christian teaching.

Such views deny God's created order and undermine biblical teaching on marriage
and human identity.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree not to teach or
promote views that contradict Scripture while serving under CCC credentials. Those
serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently teach and uphold this
doctrine without qualification.

Failure to maintain fidelity to the biblical doctrine of marriage may result in denial
of application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC
Board of Directors and Ordination Council.

Religious Liberty

We believe that every human being has direct relations with God and is responsible to
God alone in all matters of faith, that every church and every Christian ministry is
independent and must be free from interference by any political authority, and that
therefore Church and State must be kept separate as having different functions, each
fulfilling its duties free from dictation or patronage of the other.

We have the right to serve as an ecclesiastical ministry set apart for the church as
described above, not ecumenical, but rather interdenominational within Evangelical
Protestant Christianity.

A. Biblical Clarification and Application

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms that every person is accountable to God
in matters of faith and conscience. Faith cannot be coerced by civil authority,
institutional pressure, or religious compulsion. Scripture affirms both the dignity of
the individual conscience before God and the responsibility of each person to
respond freely to the Gospel in the context of discipleship and encouraging
relationships in the Body of Christ.



CCC affirms the separation of church and state as a biblical and historical principle
that protects the freedom of the Church and people with sincerely held beliefs to
fulfill our mission without interference or control of government. The Church and
the State serve different purposes and operate under different authorities, each
accountable to God.

CCC affirms that separation of church and state is solely to protect believers from
dictation by the Government. That the free exercise of our beliefs and the right to
proclaim them publicly shall not be infringed by government, companies, or society.

CCC affirms its identity as an ecclesiastical ministry and an association of churches
within Evangelical Protestant Christianity. CCC is interdenominational rather than
ecumenical and collaborates with churches and ministries that affirm the authority
of Scripture and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Religious liberty enables CCC chaplains and pastors to serve faithfully in both
church and secular contexts while maintaining theological integrity and respect for
the beliefs of others.

B. Required Application in Teaching and Ministry
All CCC credentialed members are required to respect and uphold the principles of
religious liberty.
Accordingly:
CCC members must respect the freedom of conscience of all individuals and must

not coerce religious belief or practice.

Teaching and ministry must honor the proper distinction between the Church and
the State.

CCC members must serve in secular and pluralistic environments with integrity,
respect, and professionalism while remaining faithful to biblical convictions.

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC chaplains must provide
care that respects religious freedom and human dignity without compromising
biblical truth.



CCC members must represent CCC as an ecclesiastical ministry and must not use
their credentials in ways that violate institutional policies or legal requirements
related to religious liberty.

C. Doctrinal Boundaries and Incompatibilities

The following positions and practices are incompatible with ordination or
credentialed ministry through Christian Chaplains and Coaching;:

Teaching that civil government has authority over the free exercise of religion,
doctrine, worship, or mission of the Church.

Using religious authority to coerce belief, manipulate conscience, proselytize,
compel religious participation, or cross ethical boundaries in evangelism.

Teaching that religious liberty negates biblical truth or moral accountability.

Blurring the distinction between Church and State in ways that compromise either
biblical faith or civil responsibility.

Such views undermine religious freedom and faithful Christian witness.

D. Ordination and Membership Implications

All CCC credentialed members, including Ordained Pastors, Ordained Chaplains,
and Member Chaplains, must affirm this doctrine and agree not to teach or
promote views that contradict Scripture while serving under CCC credentials. Those
serving in ordained roles are further expected to consistently teach and uphold this
doctrine without qualification.

Failure to maintain fidelity to the doctrine of religious liberty may result in denial of
application, restriction of ministry scope, or review of credentials by the CCC Board
of Directors and Ordination Council.



Section III. Doctrinal and Ministry Application
Policies

This section sets forth essential doctrinal and ethical policies that govern ministry
roles, pastoral practice, chaplaincy conduct, and public witness for all CCC
credentialed members. These policies are authoritative and apply to ordination,
endorsement, and continued good standing.

Complementarian Theology and Ministry Roles

A. Biblical Foundation

Christian Chaplains and Coaching affirms a complementarian understanding of
Scripture regarding men and women in ministry roles. Men and women are created
equal in dignity, value, and worth before God and are equally called to serve Christ
and His Church. Distinctions in ministry roles are based on biblical calling and
function, not equality, superiority, or inferiority.

CCC affirms that the office of Pastor carries biblical authority and responsibility for
teaching, governing, and shepherding the local church. Scripture reserves this office
for biblically qualified men as described in the pastoral epistles.

CCC affirms the calling of all people, men and women, to serve in leadership
positions and ministry other than that of Office of Overseer (also called Pastor or
Elder).

B. Application to CCC Credentials

CCC affirms and encourages the ordination of women as Chaplains. Chaplaincy is a
ministry of spiritual care, presence, support, and representation of the Church in
secular and community settings and does not constitute the governing pastoral
office of a local church.

CCC affirms that the term “Ordination” should be applied more broadly and include
categories other than the office of pastor. For example, under the law, the Priest,
Imam, Ganthi, Guru and Ordained Chaplain receive the same legal recognition as
“Clergy” as does an ordained pastor. But none of them are pastors in the
Evangelical Protestant application of the term.



In our reading of scripture, there are many Christian women of substance who are
certainly occupying leadership positions in the church and surrounding community.
We affirm women to serve as leaders of others.

Women serve with full dignity, authority, and recognition as ordained Chaplains
within CCC and are encouraged to pursue leadership, training, and ministry
excellence in Chaplaincy, pastoral care, counseling, education, and discipleship.

CCC distinguishes clearly between the pastoral office within the local church and
chaplaincy ministry outside the church while affirming both as vital to the mission
of Christ.

C. Boundaries

CCC credentialed members may hold and teach an egalitarian theology that differs
from ours, provided neither crosses the line of proselytization. Here too we honor
the differences without being divided by them. We will not tolerate division among
our members or argumentation for one view over another.

Our women members are excellent ministers and leaders. We affirm them.
However, we will not ordain female Pastors. We will affirm their serving in other
positions of leadership.

For those who hold an Egalitarian view, we welcome them to serve with us in roles
other than Pastor. CCC rejects any teaching or practice that diminishes, restricts, or
devalues the calling and contributions of women in ministry.

Policy Statement on Divorce

A. Biblical Understanding

CCC affirms that marriage is a sacred covenant ordained by God and that divorce is
never God's ideal. However, Scripture recognizes that human sin and brokenness
may make divorce a tragic but permissible outcome in certain circumstances.

After prayerful study of Scripture, CCC recognizes three biblically supported
grounds for divorce: abuse, adultery, and abandonment.



Abuse includes physical, emotional, spiritual, manipulative, or coercive behavior
that violates the marriage covenant and endangers the well-being and safety of a
spouse. Scripture makes clear that God hates violence and oppression of any kind.

Adultery includes sexual immorality, including physical infidelity, pornography, and
destructive emotional relationships that replace the marital bond.

Abandonment occurs when a spouse physically or emotionally deserts the
marriage and refuses reconciliation, including persistent neglect of marital
responsibilities.

B. Application to CCC Credentials

A history of divorce does not automatically disqualify an applicant or member from
serving within CCC. Each situation is evaluated individually with prayer,
discernment, and pastoral wisdom, taking into account repentance, healing, time,
accountability, and present faithfulness.

CCC approaches divorce with grace, truth, and compassion, recognizing the deep
pain involved while upholding biblical standards.

Policy on Proselytizing

A. Guiding Principle
CCC affirms its identity as a faith-based ministry rooted in a Biblical Evangelical

Christian worldview. At the same time, CCC distinguishes clearly between
evangelism within the Church and ethical spiritual care in secular settings.

Chaplaincy and pastoral care in secular settings is a ministry of presence, listening,
and compassionate care. It is not a form of evangelism. This does not mean the
Gospel is abandoned. Rather, CCC members wait for invitation and guidance by the
Holy Spirit.

B. Policy

CCC does not require, encourage, or permit members to proselytize, recruit,
pressure, or impose religious beliefs while serving in secular settings. All care must
be person centered, non-coercive, consent based, and respectful of the dignity,
autonomy, and beliefs of those served.



CCC members take seriously the biblical instruction to be prepared to give an
answer for the hope within them when asked, responding with gentleness and
respect.

Ethical Boundaries in Evangelism

A. Practice Standards

In Chaplaincy, pastoral care, and counseling settings, CCC credentialed members
shall observe the following boundaries:

e Members shall not initiate religious persuasion, conversion efforts, or faith
based instruction unless invited by the person under their care as directed
and influenced by the Holy Spirit.

e Faith specific discussion, prayer, or religious intervention may occur when
requested or clearly invited and must be offered with sensitivity to context,
power dynamics, and setting.

e Members shall not use their position, access, or authority to manipulate,
pressure, or coerce any individual toward a belief, decision, or worldview.

e Spiritual care shall never be withheld, limited, or altered based on a person’s
beliefs, identity, or religious differences.

e Care and spiritual practice shall always be exercised within the embedded
Biblical Theology we hold as true.

B. Accountability

All CCC credentialed members are expected to adhere to these ethical boundaries.
Violations may result in corrective supervision, disciplinary action, restriction of
ministry scope, or dismissal in accordance with CCC policies and procedures.

CCC affirms that faithful Christian witness is demonstrated primarily through
character, compassion, integrity, and presence. When God opens the door and a
person seeks spiritual truth, CCC members are encouraged to share the Gospel
clearly, humbly, and lovingly.

Concluding Statement

CCC is committed to forming pastors and chaplains who are both theologically
faithful and ethically responsible. These policies exist to protect the integrity of the



Gospel, the dignity of those served, and the credibility of Christian Chaplains and
Coaching as an ecclesiastical ministry.



