
3001 Bell Street Amarillo, 

TX 79106-5037 

806.355.6253 Office 

admin@stlukeamarillo.com

  pastorbill@stlukeamarillo.com 

Visit our website: 

www.stlukeamarillo.com 

Find us on Facebook: 

@stlukeamarillo 

Find us on YouTube 

@StLukePresbyterianAmarillo

Download the My Church App 

on the App Store or Google Play 

Men’s Breakfast

The monthly men’s breakfast will

take place at 7:30 a.m. on

Tuesday, Sept. 8th, at Hud’s, 4411

Bell. All men of St. Luke and

AUMC are encouraged to attend.

Summer is closing its doors and Fall is arriving! As we slowly—

maybe even a bit reluctantly—settle back into our routines, the

Christian Education Committee is excited to welcome you into

a new season of learning and growing in God’s love. Both adult

and children’s Sunday School classes will resume the first

Sunday after Labor Day, September 13.

Adult Sunday School – 9:45 AM | Classroom A

Our Adult Class will be studying the Feasting on the Word

curriculum this fall. The teaching team, led by  Don McDonald,

Robin Gantz and others on a rotating basis, looks forward to

guiding thoughtful discussion and reflection. And who knows—

there may even be a few surprise moments along the way!

Children’s Sunday School – 10:15 AM | Nursery Classroom

For our children (and their friends!), the curriculum will be the

Spark bible and its accompanying curriculum. Each week will

include fellowship time, study leaflets, fun activities, and

creative ways to grow in the love and knowledge of God and

Jesus. Karen Sandlin, Pat Pollard, Robin Gantz, along with

occasional helpers, will alternate in leading the class.

Come join your church family as we study, learn, and discover

God’s Word together this fall.
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Special Event Invitation

     You are invited for lunch with writer and poet J. Stephen Rhodes Monday, September 14th

at noon in Fellowship Hall. Dr. Rhodes’ life journey includes being a VISTA volunteer, working

in a hospital as a Vietnam War conscientious objector, and attending seminary. He became a

Presbyterian pastor, serving three churches in Georgia and Kentucky. He then earned a Ph.D.

in theology and served as the Academic Dean of Memphis Seminary, and then as the Co-

director of the Appalachian Ministries Educational Resource Center.

     At age 50, Stephen decided to become a writer and poet. He studied poetry at Berea

College, at the Appalachian Writer’s Workshop, and at the Carnegie Center, completing an

MFA in creative writing at the University of Southern Maine. Currently, he is Canon Poet of

Grace Episcopal Cathedral in Charleston, South Carolina.

      His poems have appeared in over 70 journals, and his latest book, Earthen Vessels, is his

fifth published poetry collection. Writing poems and essays fills him with gratitude, and

builds on what he learned working with teaching pastors, priests, church leaders, and people

of faith within and outside the church about the power of love and hope unleased by God’s

love in our often-broken world.

     Host for this event is Phillip Periman, and he welcomes you to join him and Dr. Rhodes for

lunch, a reading, and discussion about writing, poetry, and the value and importance of

memoirs. If you would like to come, please RSVP to the church office no later than 9am the

morning of Sept. 14th so there is enough food for all who attend.
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Presbyterian Women begins its new study year of 2026-27 on Wednesday, Sept. 9th. The

morning will begin at 9:30 with a brunch to be provided by Sallie Amason and Donna

Clopton. A business meeting to be led by our new moderator, Karen Osburn, will follow.

Donna Clopton will then deliver a devotional. The Horizons Bible study this year is "United

by Christ, Bound to Each Other, Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians." We welcome Karen

in this new leadership role and urge all women of the church to attend. We always enjoy

the study and simply fellowshipping with each other. 



ON BEING A CONTEMPLATIVE IN ACTION:
LIVING OUT OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING IN TODAY’S WORLD

     This is the topic of the 2026 Seminar provided by our guest speaker, Dr. Ruben

Habito, Perkins School of Theology Professor Emeritus of World Religions and

Spirituality. Mark your calendars now to join the SLPC and AUMC event meeting in

Fellowship Hall Friday evening, October 9th from 6:30-8:30 pm to hear Dr. Habito

speak about “You are My Beloved: The Good News in Daily Life.” Then join in

Saturday morning, 10am-noon, and afternoon, 1-3 pm, October 10th to learn about

“Contemplation in Action: Toward Healing our Wounded World.” Lunch will be

provided. A joint Sunday Service will be held October 11 th in the Sanctuary.

     Dr. Ruben L.F. Habito is a former Jesuit priest who did missionary work in Japan.

At that time, he began practicing Zen; later he founded the Maria Kannon Zen Center

in Dallas. While at Perkins, in addition to teaching, he served as head of spiritual

formation program for seminary students. As an author and teacher, Ruben shares

his love of God through many channels. He has the ability to combine Eastern

religious teachings with his Christian tradition, and his leadership across global

theological communities has inspired scholars and students alike.

     The annual Seminar seeks to provide modern and relevant Biblical scholarship in

an instructional and conversational setting. There is no charge to attend the seminar

and all are welcome.

KALEIDOSCOPE 2026
Kaleidoscope is an annual stewardship conference hosted by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America, and the Episcopal Church. This year the gathering will meet in Baltimore to explore

faithful stewardship in times of uncertainty.

Fortunately, we have the ability to attend virtually by meeting in Fellowship Hall Monday, September 21, 1:30-

5:30 pm, Tuesday, September 22, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (lunch provided), and Wednesday, September 23, 8:30 am

to 12:30 pm. 

If you are involved in SLPC leadership, serve on a committee supported by the time, talents, and treasures of

others, or are interested in original ways to cultivate generosity and create lasting inspiration for stewardship to

fund Christ’s mission at St. Luke, please join us for any or all of the sessions. There is no charge, and all are

welcome!



Adjusted Total
Expenses

Total Budgeted
Expenses 

Unplanned Expenses
(to date) 

Total Budgeted
Income 

Pledges/Donations 

Minimum
Income Needed 

 per week)

SLPC approved Annual 2026 Budget

If your birthday is not listed or if there is an error, please call the church office. 

Do you have a birthday coming up? The Endowment Committee encourages you to celebrate your birthday and the church
together by donating the amount of your age. Your gift is added to St. Luke’s Perpetual Endowment Fund to continue the mission
of the church in years to come. 
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The congregational meeting set for Aug. 23rd has been rescheduled for Sept. 6th. It will
be held after the worship service. The purpose will be to hear the report of the
nominating committee. The nominee to fill a vacancy in the Session class of 2027 is Bob
Hansen. Names from the floor will be entertained, with the nominee’s permission. 



PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE NEWS:

The Personnel Committee is currently

accepting resumes for the Church

Bookkeeper position. 

If you know anyone who might be

interested in the job, a brief description

follows and interested parties can email

STLukebookeeper@proton.me for more

information.

Part-time Employment:

10-15 hours/week, in the church

office; hourly rate experienced-based

Qualifications:

 Proven bookkeeping experience.

Strong organizational and time

management skills.

High level of integrity, confidentiality,

and attention to detail.

Ability to work independently and

collaborate effectively with church

staff and volunteer leadership.

The non-church member bookkeeper will

be responsible to maintain accurate and

up-to-date financial records for all

operations of the church, and support

church leadership in all financial matters.

Thank you to the St. Luke woman group* for

inviting me to the tea party. I had the best

time with my lovely people and really

enjoyed every single conversation we had.

Thanks for listening to my story, and the

recognition and appreciation for my work,

21st Anniversary at the St. Luke church.

Love you! God Bless!

Mila Abbasova

*Donna Clopton, Nan Kemp, Cruse Messer,

Sallie Amason, Susan Barnes, Sue Duckett,

Linda Peirce, Melissa Croft, Mary Holmlund,

Robin Gantz



Starting September 6th, all loose change and bills in the collection plate will be

designated for SLPC Mission work. If you are putting cash or change in the offering

plate that you want to go to another purpose, be sure to place the money in a giving

envelope and designate where it goes (i.e. memorial, cleaning supplies, church school

supplies, etc.). If you have questions about this Session approved change please talk

to Mission & Outreach Moderator Karen Sandlin or Treasurer Julie Johnston for

clarification. Thank you for your support of the mission work of our church!

-SLPC MIssion Committee

2026 Standing Committees
Christian Education, David Hoy
Congregational Care, Mary Holmlund 
Stewardship, Julie Johnson 
Mission/Outreach,  Karen Sandlin
Property, Sam Burnett
Endowment, David Hoy
Scholarship, Sam Burnett
Worship, Priscilla Sheets
Treasurer, Julie Johnson
Clerk of Session, Jennifer Denham

Clerk's Report:

A. Average attendance for worship during June , 2026 – 39 and July 2026 - 43

B. Active membership as of July 31, 2026 – 139

C. Communion was celebrated on July 5, 2026 and August 2, 2026

D. Stated Session Meeting(s) Minutes: 6/28/26 (need approval)

E. Weekly meeting with SLPC Pastor – 7/10/26, 8/7/26

F. SLPC Operating Procedure Manual and By Laws Updates (2 readings, approval)

Worship Committee– 2nd reading with edits (need approval); Guidelines for Weddings and

Funerals – 1st reading Post Scripts
Ross and Donna Clopton's granddaughter,

Zoey Clopton, is representing Vermont as

Miss America's Teen 2026, Delegate #51. They

are rightfully proud, as are parents Brad and

Cara.

Cailyn Wright, sophomore at River Road High

School, will be the 2026-27 FFA

Parliamentarian. Congratulations, and may

you have a productive and successful year!

J.T. And Jo Ann Jolley are pleased to

announce a new member to the family, their

great-granddaughter  Romy Maeve Jolley.

She joins two-year-old sister, Harper. Proud

parents are Tyler and Kristen.  They reside in

Amarillo. 

Harry Graff’s phone number in the directory

no longer is in service. He is now at the Ware,

but the family is requestiong no visitors at

this time. The Graff Family

Farkle Fun 
“But I don’t gamble.” Neither do we; we use dice as a
way to have conversations with our friends, old and
new. FARKLE gametime at St. Luke is held on the last
Tuesday afternoon every month. Join us at 2:00p.m.
for fellowship. 

AUMC will have a

second worship

service in the in

Classroom B

11:15-12:00pm  on

Sundays. Please

keep this in mind

as you enter and

exit the building

before and after

our morning

services. 



Almost the entire Bible is written by people living in the oppression of political Empires. Among the first

followers of Christ were slaves and fishermen and other outcasts. God’s people were the oppressed by

Egypt, exiled in Babylon, and Jesus’ family were under Roman occupation. In the story of Jesus’ birth,

the Roman Empire  was taking a census of their subjects, which is why Mary and Joseph had to travel to

Bethlehem where the Christ child was born. It is important to remember the goals of this census:

determining the number of people who can pay taxes and the number of men who can be put imto

military service. Taxes and war: money and power – Politics!

Jesus preaches a radical alternative to Empire. Something he called the Kingdom of God (or the

Kingdom of Heaven). Jesus stands in stark contrast to the world he lived in, and the world we live in too.

In the story of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) he rides in not on a white stallion,

but on a borrowed donkey. Jesus washes his followers’ feet, says he came to serve not to be served,

and teaches us to love our enemy, even if he crucifies you. That is deeply political.
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We have all heard, “Jesus was not political, but was only interested in saving souls and building his

church.” But the Bible is very political. The passage above from the Gospel according to Luke, tells of

the beginning of Jesus ministry right after he came out of 40 days of temptation in the desert. And

immediately after his reading Jesus reminded the congregation that during the time of Elijah, when

God’s people were suffering from famine and Leprosy, the only ones healed were 2 Gentiles: A Widow in

Zarephath, and Naaman the Syrian. Luke says, “When the people in the synagogue heard Jesus say this,

they became furious. They threw him out of town, dragged him to the edge of the cliff to throw him

down, but Jesus slipped through the crowd and went on his way.” Remember everything Jesus said

about widows, orphans and foreigners? That was deeply political. Jesus was not a Republican or a

Democrat, and he wasn’t a capitalist or a socialist.

September  2026

People tell me they are glad I don’t preach politics, and I appreciate that, but we are certainly living

through things we would not have imagined ten years ago. We must hold strong and trust that God IS

with us.

In Christ’s service,

Reverend Bill Cotman

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised, and went to the synagogue as always did on the Sabbath. He

stood to read from the Scriptures and was given the book of Isaiah the prophet. He opened it and read, “The Spirit

of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring Good News to the poor. The Lord has sent me to

announce that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and to say,

‘This is the year the Lord has chosen.’” Jesus rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down.

Everyone in the synagogue looked at Jesus intently, and Jesus said, “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been

fulfilled this very day!” Luke 4:16-21



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

9:30 Fellowship
9:45am Adult Sunday School 
10:15 am Choir Rehearsal unless otherwise stated 
11 am In-Person Worship and service will stream Live  on YouTube

** AUMC invites us to attend a bible study on Tuesday mornings at 10am. 

The current focus is Leviticus and is led by Rev. Margie McNeir. 

 

11am Celebration 
of the 

Lord’s Supper

18

9

1716

23

2

11

15

24

3pm Sandwich
Making for Amarillo

12

13 14

10

Epistle 
deadline 

4pm
Congregational
Care Meeting 

5

19

26

4

6

20 21

27

8-10am Laundry
Love  

EACH SUNDAY 

2pm Farkle  Game 

29

1 3

7 8

22 25

28

10 Piano Class

12pm Author
Reading- 

J. Stephen Rhodes

5pm Meditation
Service 

10 am Exercise
Group

2 pm Threads of
Love

30
10am Exercise

Group

3pm Sandwich
Making for

Amarillo

8:30 am Yoga
Group

10 & 11am Piano
Class
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10am Exercise Group

3pm Sandwich

Making for Amarillo

Housing First

10am Exercise Group

11am Personnel
Committee

3pm Sandwich
Making 

5:30pm
Mission/Outreach

9:45 SLPC Adult
Sunday School

4pm September
Session  Meeting

10 am Exercise
Group

2 pm Threads of
Love

10 am Exercise
Group

2 pm Threads of
Love

2pm AUMC Book
Club 

8:30 am Yoga
Group 10 am Exercise

Group

2 pm Threads of
Love

Church Office
Closed

7:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

10am Exercise
Group

12pm Stewardship
Committee

3pm Sandwich
Making 

4pm Worship
Committee

5:00pm Property
Committee

12-5pm
Stewardship

Seminar
 Fellowship Hall

(all invited)

3:30pm Set up for
Daughters of the
Republic of Texas

7am-7pm 
 Daughters of

the Republic of
Texas Meeting

9:45am SLPC
Adult Sunday
School Begins

9:30am
Presbyterian

Women Begins

9:45 SLPC Adult
Sunday School

5pm Fiesta Night

8:30am-4:30 pm
Stewardship

Seminar
 Fellowship Hall

(all invited)

8:30am- 12pm
Stewardship

Seminar
Fellowship Hall 

(all invited)


	Adult Sunday School – 9:45 AM | Classroom A
	Children’s Sunday School – 10:15 AM | Nursery Classroom
	Presbyterian Women begins its new study year of 2026-27 on Wednesday, Sept. 9th. The morning will begin at 9:30 with a brunch to be provided by Sallie Amason and Donna Clopton. A business meeting to be led by our new moderator, Karen Osburn, will follow. Donna Clopton will then deliver a devotional. The Horizons Bible study this year is "United by Christ, Bound to Each Other, Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians." We welcome Karen in this new leadership role and urge all women of the church to attend. We always enjoy the study and simply fellowshipping with each other.
	Special Event Invitation
	You are invited for lunch with writer and poet J. Stephen Rhodes Monday, September 14th at noon in Fellowship Hall. Dr. Rhodes’ life journey includes being a VISTA volunteer, working in a hospital as a Vietnam War conscientious objector, and attending seminary. He became a Presbyterian pastor, serving three churches in Georgia and Kentucky. He then earned a Ph.D. in theology and served as the Academic Dean of Memphis Seminary, and then as the Co-director of the Appalachian Ministries Educational Resource Center.
	At age 50, Stephen decided to become a writer and poet. He studied poetry at Berea College, at the Appalachian Writer’s Workshop, and at the Carnegie Center, completing an MFA in creative writing at the University of Southern Maine. Currently, he is Canon Poet of Grace Episcopal Cathedral in Charleston, South Carolina.
	His poems have appeared in over 70 journals, and his latest book, Earthen Vessels, is his fifth published poetry collection. Writing poems and essays fills him with gratitude, and builds on what he learned working with teaching pastors, priests, church leaders, and people of faith within and outside the church about the power of love and hope unleased by God’s love in our often-broken world.
	Host for this event is Phillip Periman, and he welcomes you to join him and Dr. Rhodes for lunch, a reading, and discussion about writing, poetry, and the value and importance of memoirs. If you would like to come, please RSVP to the church office no later than 9am the morning of Sept. 14th so there is enough food for all who attend.
	ON BEING A CONTEMPLATIVE IN ACTION:
	LIVING OUT OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING IN TODAY’S WORLD
	This is the topic of the 2026 Seminar provided by our guest speaker, Dr. Ruben Habito, Perkins School of Theology Professor Emeritus of World Religions and Spirituality. Mark your calendars now to join the SLPC and AUMC event meeting in Fellowship Hall Friday evening, October 9th from 6:30-8:30 pm to hear Dr. Habito speak about “You are My Beloved: The Good News in Daily Life.” Then join in Saturday morning, 10am-noon, and afternoon, 1-3 pm, October 10th to learn about “Contemplation in Action: Toward Healing our Wounded World.” Lunch will be provided. A joint Sunday Service will be held October 11 th in the Sanctuary.
	Dr. Ruben L.F. Habito is a former Jesuit priest who did missionary work in Japan. At that time, he began practicing Zen; later he founded the Maria Kannon Zen Center in Dallas. While at Perkins, in addition to teaching, he served as head of spiritual formation program for seminary students. As an author and teacher, Ruben shares his love of God through many channels. He has the ability to combine Eastern religious teachings with his Christian tradition, and his leadership across global theological communities has inspired scholars and students alike.
	The annual Seminar seeks to provide modern and relevant Biblical scholarship in an instructional and conversational setting. There is no charge to attend the seminar and all are welcome.


	KALEIDOSCOPE 2026
	If your birthday is not listed or if there is an error, please call the church office.
	The congregational meeting set for Aug. 23rd has been rescheduled for Sept. 6th. It will be held after the worship service. The purpose will be to hear the report of the nominating committee. The nominee to fill a vacancy in the Session class of 2027 is Bob Hansen. Names from the floor will be entertained, with the nominee’s permission.

	SLPC approved Annual 2026 Budget
	Adjusted Total Expenses
	Total Budgeted Income
	Unplanned Expenses (to date)

	Total Budgeted Expenses
	Pledges/Donations
	Minimum
	Income Needed
	per week)
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	PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE NEWS:

	Part-time Employment:
	Qualifications:
	Starting September 6th, all loose change and bills in the collection plate will be designated for SLPC Mission work. If you are putting cash or change in the offering plate that you want to go to another purpose, be sure to place the money in a giving envelope and designate where it goes (i.e. memorial, cleaning supplies, church school supplies, etc.). If you have questions about this Session approved change please talk to Mission & Outreach Moderator Karen Sandlin or Treasurer Julie Johnston for clarification. Thank you for your support of the mission work of our church!
	-SLPC MIssion Committee
	Clerk's Report:
	A. Average attendance for worship during June , 2026 – 39 and July 2026 - 43
	B. Active membership as of July 31, 2026 – 139
	C. Communion was celebrated on July 5, 2026 and August 2, 2026
	D. Stated Session Meeting(s) Minutes: 6/28/26 (need approval)
	E. Weekly meeting with SLPC Pastor – 7/10/26, 8/7/26
	F. SLPC Operating Procedure Manual and By Laws Updates (2 readings, approval)
	Worship Committee– 2nd reading with edits (need approval); Guidelines for Weddings and Funerals – 1st reading


	Post Scripts
	Ross and Donna Clopton's granddaughter, Zoey Clopton, is representing Vermont as Miss America's Teen 2026, Delegate #51. They are rightfully proud, as are parents Brad and Cara.
	Cailyn Wright, sophomore at River Road High School, will be the 2026-27 FFA Parliamentarian. Congratulations, and may you have a productive and successful year!
	J.T. And Jo Ann Jolley are pleased to announce a new member to the family, their great-granddaughter  Romy Maeve Jolley. She joins two-year-old sister, Harper. Proud parents are Tyler and Kristen.  They reside in Amarillo.
	Harry Graff’s phone number in the directory no longer is in service. He is now at the Ware, but the family is requestiong no visitors at this time. The Graff Family
	Farkle Fun
	“But I don’t gamble.” Neither do we; we use dice as a way to have conversations with our friends, old and new. FARKLE gametime at St. Luke is held on the last Tuesday afternoon every month. Join us at 2:00p.m. for fellowship.
	AUMC will have a second worship service in the in Classroom B 11:15-12:00pm  on Sundays. Please keep this in mind as you enter and exit the building before and after our morning services.

	2026 Standing Committees
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	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	10am Exercise Group
	3pm Sandwich Making
	5:30pm Mission/Outreach
	8:30 am Yoga Group
	10 am Exercise Group
	2 pm Threads of Love
	7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
	10am Exercise Group 12pm Stewardship Committee
	3pm Sandwich Making  4pm Worship Committee 5:00pm Property Committee
	9:30am Presbyterian Women Begins
	10 am Exercise Group
	2 pm Threads of Love
	11am Celebration  of the  Lord’s Supper
	Church Office Closed
	10 Piano Class
	12pm Author Reading-
	J. Stephen Rhodes
	7 10am Exercise Group
	3pm Sandwich Making for Amarillo Housing First
	10 am Exercise Group
	2 pm Threads of Love
	9:45am SLPC  Adult Sunday School Begins
	8-10am Laundry Love
	4pm Congregational Care Meeting
	5pm Meditation Service
	8:30am-4:30 pm Stewardship Seminar
	Fellowship Hall
	(all invited)
	10 am Exercise Group
	2 pm Threads of Love
	2pm AUMC Book Club
	8:30am- 12pm Stewardship Seminar Fellowship Hall
	(all invited)
	9:45 SLPC Adult Sunday School
	4pm September Session  Meeting
	7am-7pm
	Daughters of the Republic of Texas Meeting
	12-5pm Stewardship Seminar
	Fellowship Hall
	(all invited)
	5pm Fiesta Night
	3:30pm Set up for Daughters of the Republic of Texas
	3pm Sandwich Making for Amarillo
	Epistle
	deadline
	8:30 am Yoga Group
	10am Exercise Group
	3pm Sandwich Making for Amarillo
	10 & 11am Piano Class
	9:45 SLPC Adult Sunday School
	2pm Farkle  Game




	EACH SUNDAY
	9:30 Fellowship
	9:45am Adult Sunday School
	10:15 am Choir Rehearsal unless otherwise stated
	11 am In-Person Worship and service will stream Live  on YouTube
	** AUMC invites us to attend a bible study on Tuesday mornings at 10am.
	The current focus is Leviticus and is led by Rev. Margie McNeir.


